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dpy d®epmMaHy, KOTOpbIiA HA CBOW CTpax MpuUcK
CMOTPEN 3TU [Nasbl OAHY 3@ APYroii.



frigmilHiEra s e
[HeLwaiBog

orfa MHe 6b110 feBATHaALAaTb (3HaYMMOe YMCnio A
NCTOPUK, KOTOPYHO Bbl COBMPAETECH NPOYUTATL), X06-
6WTbI ObINK NOBCHOAY.
Mo rps3u Ha hepme Makca Acrypa, Ha bonbLiom
ByacTokckom ecTuBane, 6poannm, HaBepHoe, ¢ Nos-
LOHOXUHLI Meppy 1 MUNNMHOB 1 B fBa pasa 60/bLue
®popo, a NPMXMNNOBaHHbIX M3HAANLGOB 6bIN0 BOOGLLE He cHecTb. B 10
Bpemsi «BnactenuH koneu» . P.P. TonkneHa Nnonb3oBascs GeLueHow
NonynspHOCTLIO, M XOTS 5 TaK U He fobpanca fo ByacTtoka (K coxane-
HUWIO), A1 BCE-TakM Obli €CAM M He HACTOALLMM XMMNW, TO XMNMU-Nony-
KPOBKOI. B nto6oM cnyyae 3TOi MOMOBUHKM XBATU/O, YTOObI TOXE MPO-
YECTb 3TV KHUTN 1 YTOObI B HUX BAKOOUTLCA —B KHWUIW Hanogobre «Tem-
HOW BaluHW», KOTopas, Kak 1 60/bLIMHCTBO A/IMHHBIX CKa30K-(D3HTE3N,
HanuMCcaHHbIX HO4bMW MOEro MOKoNeHUsa («XpoHUKK Tomaca KaBnHaH-
Ta» Ctmea [JoHanbacoHa n «Mey LLlaHapbl» Teppun bpykca —BOT fnLLb
HEKOTOpble 13 MHOTUX), BbILLIIA U3 «BnacTenuHa Konewp.

Ho, xotd a untan «BnactenuHa» B 1966 n 1967 rogax, A Bce Xe
BO34EPXKMBA/ICA OT TOro, YTO6bI MMcaTb camoMy. A cpasy MPOHUKCS (YK-
CTOCEPAEYHO U UCKPEHHE) pasMaxoM BoobpaxkeHus TonkneHa —4ecTo-
NOBUBLIMM 3aMbICNIaMUN €ro KHUMM, —HO MHE XOTeN0Cb NucaTb CBOE, U
ecnu Bbl A HaYas nucaTb TOraa, A Hanmcan Obl He CBOKO, & ero NCTOPUID. A
370, KaK Nto6ua roBopuTb NOKOMHbIA JToBKMA K HUKCOH, 6b110 6bl B
KOpHe HenpaBw/ibHO. Bnarogaps muctepy TONKWeHy ABafUAThIA BeK
Mosly4nn CBOKO HEOBXOAMMYHO MOPLIMIO MaroB 1 3/1bJOoB.

B 1967-M 1 elle AaxXe He NpeacTaBns, Kakoi AomkHa ObiTh
MOSi UICTOPWSI, HO 3TO BbINIO HE TaK YXK W BaXHO; A ObiN YBEPEH, 7



4TO Cpasy Y3Halo ee, ec/iv BCTpeYy Ha ynuue. MHe 6bi10 AeBATHaALAT.
1 6bl1 O4eHb CamMOYBEPEHHbLIM MOJ/IOAbIM YeNoBeKOM. JlocTaTouHo ca-
MOYBEPEHHBIM, YTOObI He PbINaTbCA U CMOKOMHO XAaTb CBOE My3bl 1
CBOEro Lwepespa (a 5 6611 yBepeH, 4To 310 OyAeT wepnesp). Korga Tebe
[eBATHaALaTh, ¥ Te6s eCTb NPaBO ObITb CaMOYBEPEHHbIM: Briepean y Tebs
Kyua BpeMeHM, U He Hafo 60ATLCA, YTO ero He XBaTuT. Bpems —KoBap-
Hast WTyka. OHO OTHMMAET W LUEBEMOPY, U NPbIryyYecTb, Kak NOeTCs B
OJHOI NONYNAPHOI MECHe KaHTPW; O4HAKO Ha CaMOM fiefle OHO OTHUMa-
eT ropasfo 6onbLue. A He 3HaN 3TOro B 1966-m 1 1967-M, HO gaxKe ecnu
6bl 3Ha/, MHe 6bI10 Gbl HanseBaTh. H ele MOr NPeacTaBnTb —XOTA W
CMYTHO, —4TO KOrfa-Hubyap MHe 6yaeT copok. Ho natbgecaTt? Her.
LecTbaecaT? Hukorga! Lectbaecat —aTo 6b110 BOOOLLE HEMbICN-
mo. Korpga Tebe AeBATHaaLaTh, TaK Bcerja v 6oiBaeT. Korga Tebe feBaT-
HagLaTth, Tbl rOBOPULLL: «CMOTPUTE BCe, A Mbl0 JUHAMUT U KypIO TPO-
TWA, TaK YTO NyuyLlle YiAaUTe C MO AOPOrk, eCM BaM XMW3Hb Aopora, —
BOT nget Ctme».
[eBATHaALUATL —8rOMCTUYHBIA BO3PACT, KOrAa YenoBeK AyMaeT InLLb
0 cebe, 1 HAYTO APYroe ero He BOMTHYET. Y MeHs 6biny 6onbLUMe CTpeme-
HUS, 1 3TO MEHA BOSIHOBA/10. Y MeHs Obiin 60/bLUMe ambuumm, 1 ato
MEHS BOSIHOBASIO. Y MeHs Oblna nullyLlas MallMHKa, KOTopyto A nepe-
BO3M/1 C OfHOW YOOrOHBbKOM CheMHO KBapTUpbl Ha APYrYt0, 'Y MEHS B
KapMaHe Bcerfa Obisia mayka curapet, a Ha fimue cusna ynbioka. Komn-
poMWCChI CPeAHEro Bo3pacTa Kasauch TakKMMWU AafieKUMU, a HEMOLLW
NOXMIoro —BoobLe 3anpegensHbiMU. Kak v repoit 3Toil necHu Boba
Cerepa, KOTOpPYIO Tenepb KPyTAT B MarasuHax, 4Tobbl Hapog nokynan
BCAKWIA XN1aM, 51 Bblf1 MOMIOH HENCCAKAEMbIX CUM U HEUCCAKAEMOTO ONTHU-
MM3Ma; B KapMaHax y MeHsi 6b1710 NyCTO, 3aTO B ro/10Be —M36bITOK MbC-
Neii, KOTOpble MHe He Tepnesnock NoBedaTb MUPY, a B CepAle —MoHO
UCTOPWIA, KOTOpPbIE S XOTeN pacckasaTb. Ceilyac 3TO 3BYUYWUT HaUBHO; HO
TOrfa 370 66110 NPEKPaCcHO U yanBUTENbHO. H cumTan cebs oueHb Kpy-
TbIM. BO/ibLLE BCEr0 MHE XOTeNoch NPOBUTHL 3aLLUTY yuTaTesneid: pacnoT-
POLLINTL MX, U3HACWU/IOBATbL U U3MEHUTbL HaBCer4a —uLb OLHOW CUNOW
cnoBa. M s 4yBCTBOBaT, YTO A 3TO MOTY; UTO 51 4115 3TOTO W NPeAHa3HaueH.
W Kak 310 3ByuMT? OYeHb CaMOLOBO/ILHO MW He o4YeHb? Ho A B
NoboM ciyyae He cobmparoch onpasabiBaThes. MHe ObiIo AeBATHAALATD.
W B Moeii 6opoge He 6bI10 HI OHOI Ceaoit NPAaY —HMW eAUHOro BOOC-
Ka. Y MeHs 6b110 TpU Napbl [KMHCOB, 0fHa Napa 60TUHOK, 1 51 6bln yBe-
PEH, UTO B MMPE MHOIO Pa3HbIX BO3MOXHOCTEN U UTO Y MeHs 06513aTe b-
HO BCe MOMIYYMTCH —W HUYTO M3 TOFO, YTO CAYUMOCH 3a CregytoLLme
[BajuaTh NeT, He y6eAnno MeHs, 4To A 6bl1 He Mpas. A MOTOM, KOrAa MHe
CTYKHY/O TpUALaTh JeBATh, BCE M HAYaNI0Ch: NbAHCTBO, HApKOTUKK, AT,
13-3a KOTOPOr0 Y MEHS HaBCerja M3MeHmnnack noxogka (MOMUMO npoye-
ro). 9 y>ke MHOro 06 sToM nucan, Tak YTo He 6yay BAaBaTbCA B NOAPO6-
HocTu. [a v 3ayeM? Bbl 1 camu BCe 3HaeTe, npasga? Ceamm Toxe
g Takoe C/ly4anoch HaBepHsKa. XKM3Hb Nepuogmyeckn nocbinaet



Ham 3/1bIX NaTPy/bHbIX, YTOObI HE AaTb Ham OCOGEHHO pas3orHartbcs U
MOKa3aTb, KTO TyT rNaBHbliA. Bbl, 1 yBEpeH, ¢ HUMK BCTpevanuchb (Mau
BCTPETUTECH); A CBOEr0 Y>Ke BCTPETWUA, U A 3HAD, YTO OH €ELLe BEPHETCA.
Y Hero ecTb Moi agpec. OH —3/IIOLWUIA NapeHb, MA0X0N MNOMNLEACKNA,
3aKNATbIA Bpar BCAKUX AypayecTs, 6e300MaHOr0 pasfonbaiicTea, Yec-
TON6MA, ropaoCcTU, FPOMKOI MY3bIKU, BCEr0 TOFO, YTO TaK BaXKHO, KOT-
[fa Tebe feBATHaLAT.

Ho A no-npexHemy fymato, YTO 3TO OYeHb XOpoLnii Bo3pact. Mo-
XET 6bITb, CaMblii NyyLniA. MOXHO KON16acuTbCa BCIHO HOYb HamnposeT,
HO KOrfa YMOJIKaeT My3blKa 1 UCCAKAeT MUBO, Thbl ELLE B COCTOAHWMN Ay~
maTb. I mMeuyTaThb C rpaHAMO3HbIM pasmMaxoMm. B KOHeYHOM uTore 37101
naTpyNbHbI BCE PaBHO NPULLEMMT Tebe XBOCT M He AacT pasBepHYThCH,
W €CNN Thl HAUMHAELLL C Ma/IOr0, TO KOTAa OH 3aKOHYMT C TOBOWA, OT Tebs
He OCTaHeTCs MOKPOro MecTta. «Tak, eLle OAWH eCTb!» —CKaXeT OH K
HanpaBMTCA fasibLUe, CBEPAACH CO CMMCKOM B CBOEI 3anMCHON KHIUKKE.
TaK 4TO HEMHOIO CaMOYBEPEHHOCTY (MK AaXKe MHOFO CamMOyBEPEHHOC-
TW) —A3TO He TaK Y>K 1 N0X0, XOTA Balla Mama, JO/MKHO 6bITh, BCerga
yTBEpPXKAana obpatHoe. Mosi yTBepXaana. «FopAblHs, OHa 4o Aobpa He
posoamnT, CTUBEH», —TOBOPW/IA OHA... U BOT BAPYT 0Ka3anocb —B BO3-
pacTe rge-To B paiioHe 19x2, —4T0 Mama 6blna npasa, U ropaocTb Taku
[0 fo6pa He poBoauT. Jaxe ecnin Tebs He HU3BEPTHYT C He6eC Ha 3eMio,
TO XOTA Bbl B KaHaBy CMMXHYT —3T0 Y HaBepHska. Korga Tebe feBAT-
HaALuaTb, 6apMeH MOXET NMPOBEPUTb TBOW BO3PacT MO YAOCTOBEPEHUIO
JIMYHOCTM 1 BEX/IMBO NONPOCUTL TebS BbIATY, HA XPeH, U3 6apa, HO HUK-
TO He CTaHeT CMpPaBAATLCA, CKOMbKO Tam Tebe /1eT, KOorga Tbl CagmLLbCs
nncaTb KapTUHY, CTUXN WAN KHUTY, U eCNn Tbl —TOT, KTO YATAET celivac
3Ty KHUIY —e€lle OYeHb MOJIOA, NpoLy Tebs, He MO3BOMSAIA HUKOMY U3
CTapLUmMX, KOTOpble CUUTAIOT ceba yMHee, pasybeanTs Tebsa B aTom. Ha-
BepHsKa Tbl He Obin1 B Mapvxe. VI HUKOrga He y4acTBOBas B 6ere O6bIKOB
B MNMamnnoHe. [a, Tbl eLle NPOCTO MaNbUULLKA, Y KOTOPOro TOMbKO Tpu
rofa Hasag nosiBUMCb BOMIOCHI MOA MblLLKamu, —HY 1 4To ¢ Toro? Ecnm
Tbl HE HaYHeLLb C rPaHAMO3HOrO 3aMbIC/a, eCK Thl M3HAYANBHO He 6y-
JeLLb BbICOKOT0 MHEHUA 0 cebe, TO Kak Tbl JOObELLLCS TOro, Hero Xo4eLub?
He cnywaid, 4To roBopsT Apyrvie, a NOC/yLIaiA MeHs: NOHb Ha BCEX,
caab M Nprbein aTy nanouky.

MHe KaXeTcsi, YUTO nucaTenn ObiBalOT ABYX BMAOB, B TOM YMC/E U
HEOMbITHbIE, HAYMHAOLLME aBTOPbI, KaKiM 6bin g cam B 1970-M. Te, KTO
OTHOCUT cebs K 6onee nnMTepaTypHbIM NN «CEPbE3HLIM» COYM-
HUTENAM, paccMaTpMBalOT BCE CHXKETbI U TeMbl B CBETE TakKoro 9



Bonpoca: «YTo 3Ta KHUra 3HauuT 415 MeHA?» Te, Yeid yaen (Unu Ka, ecnm
YrogHo) —nucaTtb MNOMy/spHble KHUXKKKW, 3a4at0Tca BOMPOCOM MPAMO
MPOTUBOMOMOXHbLIM: «YTO 3Ta KHWUra 3HauuT 415 Apyrux?» «Cepbes-
Hble» aBTOPbI ULLYT KKOUM W pasragky B cebe; «nonynsapHbie» aBTopbl
NWyT unTateneir. M Te, n gpyrme —paBHO 3roUCTUYHbI. f 3HAN OYeHb
MHOIMX W FOTOB CMOPUTb Ha YTO YroAHO. Kak roBopuTcs, CTaB/io U KO-
LLesIeK, U Yachbl.

Ho kak 6bl TaM HUM ObINO, § YBEPEH, YTO, faXe KOraa MHe 6bi10 ae-
BATHALLUATb, S CyMe/l pacnosHatb, YTo uctopus Nnpo Ppogo u ero no-
MbITKN M36aBUTbLCA 0T Konbla BceBnacTvs 0THOCKUTCS KO BTOPOiA KaTe-
ropun. 3T0 BbIIN NPUKITHOYEHNS 0YEHb BPUTAHCKON KOMMAHUW NUNUT-
pPVMMOB Ha (POHEe pacn/biBYaTbIX CEBEPHO-MUPONOTUYECKNX LeKopa-
UmMin. MHe noHpaBunach naes noncka —oueHb NOHPaBKUIAaCh Ha caMoM
fene, —HO MeHsl He 0COBEHHO 3aMHTEPECOBaN HU [HOXKME AEePEeBEHCKME
nepcoHaXxu TonkneHa (3TO He 3HAYWT, YTO OHW MHE He MOHPaBWIUCH,
MOTOMY YTO OHU MHE MOHPaBWNCh), HU €ro NIECUCTbIE CKAHAMHABCKME
nensaxu. Ecnu 6bl 9 NONLITANICA CAeNaTh YTO-HUOYAb B TOM Xe JyXe, A
6bl BCe cAenan HenpasunsHO.

Tak uTo 2 xgan. B 1970-m MHe UCNOMHUOCH ABajLaTh ABa, Uy MeHs
B 60poge yke MOoSBMAUCH MepBble CefoBaThle NPAAM (A Tak Aymato, 0T-
yacTu TOMY BMHOW ABe € No/IoBMHOI Nayvku «Pall Mall» B AgHb), HO gake
Korga Tebe ABafUaTb [Ba, Thl eLLe MOXeLUb MO3BOANTL Cebe NoLOXKAATD.
Korpa Tebe aBaguath ABa, Bpems eLle Ha TBOEN CTOPOHe, XOTS 3/10i naT-
PY/IbHBIV Y)Ke OLLIMBAETCA MO COCeACTBY U paccnpallmBaeT o Tebe.

A noTtom, B No4Ty NycTom KuHoTeaTpe («Bijou» B baHrope, wwrar
M3H, ecnn 3T0 KOMY-HWBYAb MHTEPECHO) s nocmoTpen unbM Cepa-
1o JleoHe «XOpOLLUIA, NNOXONA, 3101». U rae-To Ha cepeanHe gunbma
A MOHSM, YTO A XO4Yy Hanucatb: KHUMY MOMCKa, NPOHUKHYTYO TONKMe-
HOBCKOI Marveii, Ho B 06CTaHOBKE BefIMYEeCTBEHHbIX [0 abCypaa BeCTepH-
[ekopauwii SleoHe. Ecnun Bbl BUAENN 3TOT 6e3YMHBbIN BECTEPH TO/LKO MO
TeNIeBM30pY, Bbl HUKOTAa He MOMETE, 0 YeM § celiuac roBopH —MpoLLy
MPOLLEHMA, HO 3TO Tak. B KMHOTeaTpe, Ha LLIMPOKOM 3KpaHe, «XOpOLLKA,
MNI0XOM, 3N0W» —TPaHAMO3HaA 3nones, BNo/He cpaBHNMasn ¢ «beH Iy-
pom». KnuHT NcTBY NpefcTaeT BeNMKaHOM BOCEMHaALATLN (hyTOB poc-
TOM, U K&X[bli1 BONOCOK Ha ero 3apoCLUMX LETUHON LLieKax —0 pa3me-
pam Kak pa3 ¢ Mo/ioAeHbKoe aepesue. MopwmHkmn y ry6 Jln Ban Knuda
rny6oKM, Kak KaHbOHbI, W Ha [HE K&KAOro MOXET OblTb YepBOTOUMHA
(cm. «KongyH n kpuctann»). MyCTbiHA, KaXeTCs, MPOTAHyNach Kak
MWUHUMYM [0 Op6UThI NaHeTbl HenTyH. A CTBOM K&XA0ro U3 peBo/ibae-
pPOB —OrPOMHBIA, MOYTK Kak [TonnaHACKWIA TOHHENb.

Ho aekopaumm —aTo He camoe rnasHoe. bonblue BCero MHe XoTe-
NOCb NMepeaaThb 3TO BHYLUMTE/TbHOE OLLYLLEHME 3NNYECKOro pa3sMaxa, ano-

KannnTuyeckoro pasmepa. U T1o, 4to SleoHe BOOGLLE He pyoumn
| a B reorpauv Amepuku (CornacHo ofHoOMy U3 ero repoes, Yu-



Karo —aTo rjae-To B palioHe deHuKca, wraT Apr3oHa), To/IbKO CNoco6-
CTBOBAJIO OLLYLLIEHWIO CMELLIEHHOM peanbHOCTU, YTO NPOHK3bIBA/IO BECH
¢unbM. W B cBOEM HEMOMEPHOM BOOAYLLIEBNEHM —KOTOPOE, Kak s cebe
MbIC/1t0, BbIBAET TO/BKO Y OYEeHb MOMOALIX —$§ XOTe/ HanucaTb He Npo-
CTO OYeHb A/MHHYK0 KHUTY, & CaMyto J/IMHHYIO NOMNYNSPHYIO KHUTY B UC-
TOpUK. Y MEHS 3TO HE MOJTYHMIOCh, XOTS 1 YHECTHO MbITA/ICS U KOE-4TO
BCe-TaKW caenan: Bce CeMb TOMOB «TeMHOI BalllHW» —3To OfiHa LieNb-
Hast KHWUra, e4MHOe MOBECTBOBAHUE, M NEPBbIE YETbIPe TOMa 3aHUMaKT
60nbLUE ABYX TbICAY CTPAHWL, ECNW B U3aHNMN B MSATKOW 06/10XKe. Moc-
NefHVe TPU TOMa 3aHUMAHOT ELLE ABE C MOI0BUHOM ThICAYU CTPaHWL, EC/N
B PYKOMMWCW. S BOBCE HE YTBEPXKAAHD, YTO KO/TMYECTBO PaBHO3HAYHO Ka-
YecTBy; A IMLUb FOBOPIO, YTO XOTeN HanucaTb AJIMHHBIA 3M0C U B Ka-
KOI-TO Mepe A06WCA, Yero xoTen. Ecnv Bbl MeHsi CPOCKTe, MOYEMY S
XOTeN 3T cAenatb, 1 He 0TBevy. [1OTOMY YTO He 3HaK, YTO OTBeYaTb.
MOXeT 6bITb, 3TO CBA3aHO C TEM, YTO i POAW/CA U BbIPOC B AMEPUKE:
CTpOVi BbllLe, KONaw rayoxe, NULIK AnvHHee. Ho Korga Te6s cnpatun-
BalOT: «A 3a4eM?» —Tbl 3alyMUMBO Yellellb perny. C yero 6bl 3T0? Caa-
eTCSl MHe, 3TO TOXE UAET OT TOr0, YTO Mbl aMepUKaHLbl. B KOHLe KOHL0B,
Mbl OTBEYaEM TaK: «TOrfa MHe MoKa3asiocb, YTO 3TO XOPOLUAs MbIC/b».

W uTo ewle xapakTepHO 415 AeBATHAAUATW: 3TO TakKoi BO3pacT, B
KOTOPOM MHOIMe TaK W/IM MHaye 3aCTPeBatoT (EC/IM He B PU3NYECKOM
CMbIC/ie, TO YK TOYHO —B 3MOLMOHA/IbHOM 1 YMCTBEHHOM). "0fbl Npo-
XO[AT, U BOT O4HAX[bI Tbl CMOTPULLILCA B 3€PKaN0 W BMOJSIHE UCKPEHHE
HepoymeBaellb: «OTKyAa 3TU MOpLMHbLI? OTKyfda 310 gypaukoe 6pto-
X0? YepT, MHe e BCero geBATHaguaTb!» MbICb COBEPLLEHHO HE Opu-
rMHasbHasl, HO Tbl BCe PAaBHO YAUBAELLLCA.

Bpemsi 6ennT cegrHaMmn 60pofy, OTHMMAET MPbLITYYeCTb U CUMbI, a
Tbl BCE PaBHO MPOAO/MKAELUb CUATATb —FYMNEHbKWIA AypaqoK, —uTo
OHO Ha TBOEW CTOPOHE. YMOM-TO Thl MOHUMaeLLb, Y4TO 3TO He TaK, HO cep-
[ILie 0TKa3bIBaeTCA B 3TO BepUTb. ECnn Tebe MOBE3ET, 3110/ NaTPy/bHbINA,
KOTOPbIV NpuLyynn Tebs 3a NpeBbILLEHNE CKOPOCTU U 3a TO, YTO Thbl
C/IMLLKOM YXX pa3Becennncs, nogHeceT Teb6e K HOCY HIOXaTe/bHYH COJfb.
Co6CTBEHHO, YTO-TO NOLO6HOE MPOM3OLLIIO U CO MHOW B KOHLE ABajLa-
TOro Beka. 3710/ NaTpy/ibHbI ABU/CA MHE B BUAe MMKpOaBTobyca «nun-
MyT», KOTOpbIi COM MEHS Ha AOpOre 1 coPOCK B KaHaBy.

"oja yepes Tpu nocse 3TOW aBapuu S pasgasa aBTorpadbl Ha CBO-
el kHure «Moutn Kak «6blonk» («From A Buick Eight») B MarasuHe
«Borders» B Aunp6opHe, Wwtat MuuuraH. A BOT NOAXOANT KO MHe
O/VH NapeHb W FOBOPUT, YTO OH XYTKO paf, YTO 1 OCTasCA B XK- \\



BbIX. (MHe YacTo 3T0 roBOPSAT, ropaszo vatlle, Yem: «Kakoro uepTa Tbl He
OKOUYpWACS TaM, Ha MeCTe?»)

—  Mbl cngenu ¢ o4HUM MOMM APYrOM, U TYT CO0BLLMAK, YTO Bac cou-
Na MaLlMHa, —CKasan 3T0T napeHb. —A Mbl CUAENN, KaK [Ba Jypaka, Ka-
Ya/i1 rofioBaMu 1 BCe NMPUroBapusan: «A Kak ke bawwHa?! OHa onpoku-
[bIBAeTCS, OHa NafaeT, o, 6/MH, Tenepb OH €€ HAKOT4a He 3aKOHUNT».

Ta ke camas MbIC/lb NPUXOAMUIIA 1 MHE —OECMOKONHAs MbIC/Ib O TOM,
4TO, NOCTPOMB TeMHYHO BallHIO B KONNEKTUBHOM BOOOPaXXEHUWN MUN-
NMOHa unTaTenei, s fO/MKeH bepedb ee, NMoKa Sl0AM XOTAT NPO Hee Yu-
TaTb. MOXET 6bITb, 3TO OyAET BCEro ULLbL NATh JIET; @ MOXET —IATbCOT,
A He 3Hat0. KHUrv B xaHpe (haHTe3w, 1 He TO/IbKO XOpOoLUME, HO U NIoXue
(pake ceituac, s yBepeH, KTO-TO YnTaeT «MoHaxa» unu «BapHu-BaMnu-
pax»), MOXO0XeE, XMBYT 04eHb J0/r0. PonaHf 3awmiaeT ballHo no-ceoe-
My: OH MbITaeTca 06e3onacutb Jlyum, UTo NogaepXKuBatoT baluHio. A 5
[O/MHKEH €ee 3alMTUTb —$5 3TO MOHAN MOC/e aBapun, —3aKOHUNB NCTO-
pUIO CTPESIKa.

B TeueHve NPOLOMKUTENBHBIX Nay3 MEXAY HanucaHuem u ny6nu-
Kaumeli NepBbIX YeTblpex yacTell « TeMHOW BalHW» S MOAYYM COTHU
nMceM Ha Temy «aii-aii-aid, Kak He CTbIAHO» W «MyCTb Tebs 3arpbI3eT co-
BeCTb». B 1998-M (MHbIMK CNOBaMK, KOTAa s XKUn 1 paboTan Mog owu-
GOYHbIM BMEYaT/IEHNEM, YTO MHe BCe elle AeBATHaAuaTth) A noayyun
MUCbMO OT «82-NeTHeld 6abynbKu, He Xo4y 3arpy»aTb Bac ceBommu npo-
6nemamu, HO!! 4 4TO-TO CTasa coBCEM NnoXa». babyluka Hanvcana, uTo
XWTb eli 0CTa/10Ch, MOXET ObITb, BCEro rof («14 mMecAues B y4LLem ciy-
yae, paK pasbesi MeHs BCHO»), U NMOCKO/IbKY OHA He HafleeTCs W He XIET,
4TO A 3aKOH4y MCTOpWIo PonaHfa 3a 3To BpeMs U UCK/OUUTENBHO Ans
Hee, OHa NOMNpocKUa MeHs, NoXanyincTa (Hy noXkanyiicTa), pacckasaTb
eli BKpaTLe, YeM BCe 3TO 3aKOHUYUTCA. bosblue BCero MeHs TPOHy o (HO
BCE-Takn He HACTO/bKO, YTOObI HEMELEHHO B3ATLCA 3a MPOLO/MKEHMNE)
ee KNIATBEHHOE 3aBepeHue, YTO OHa He PacCKaXeT 06 3TOM «HU eAWHOM
XKUBOWA ayLue». A eLle Yepes rog —MOXeT ObITb, NMOC/e aBapuu, Korga s
Hafonro 3arpemen B 60/bHULY —O0AHa 13 MOMX peepeHToB, MapLua
Avdununno, noayyuna NUCbMO OT OAHOIO Ye0BeKa, NPUroBOPEHHOTO
K CMepTHOI Ka3Hu To in B Texace, To n Bo Pnopuae, KOTOPbIA Npocun
0 TOM >e: pacckasaTb, YeM 3aKOHUMTCA 3Ta uctopus. (OH obeLan yHec-
TW 3Ty TaliHy C CO60Ii B MOTW/TY, OT Yero MeHst 6poCKIIO B APOXb.)

£ Obl BbINOMHUA NPOCLOY 3TUX NHOAE — Npucnan 6bl UM KpaTKoe
N3N0XEHWE Ja/bHEMLINX MPUKAOYeHni A PonaHga, —ecam 6bl Mor, Ho,
YBbl, i He MOT 3TOr0 cAenartb. MoTOMy UTO M caM He 3HaJl, Kak Tam Bce
MOBEPHETCS U YTO BYAET CO CTPENKOM U ero Apy3bamu. [1ns Toro uTo-
6bl 3TO Y3HATb, MHE Hafo 6bIIO NucaTb. Y MeHs Obln NPUGAN3NTENb-
HbI/ NNaH B Hauase, HO OH Kak-To 3a6blics. (M vepT ¢ HUM, HaBepHoe,

370 ObINT HE TAKOW YK W CTOAWMIA NnaH.) OCTanchb TONMbKO 06-
12 PbIBOYHbIE 3aMETKM («YMK-YMPUK, He BOoiica... aam Tebe s xneb-



HbIX KPOLUEK» —HanmcaHo Ha INCTOUKE, KOTOPbI IEXWUT Nepefo MHOM
Ha CToNe, Korfa s NuLly 3TW CTPOKW). W BOT HakoHeL, nocre Jonroro
nepepnbisa, B utonie 2001 roga, A CHOBA B3A/ICA 3a «TeMHyt0 BalHio». K
3TOMY BPEMEHU f Y>Ke MOHAJ, YTO MHE [LABHO YXe He AeBATHajLaTb U
YTO 5 TOXKe MOABEPXKEH XBOPAM W HEMOLLAaM GPEHHOI NNOTK. A yxke Mo-
HAN, YTO KOrfja-Huoyab MHe OyfeT LUeCTbAeCAT W, MOXET ObITb, Aaxe
CeMbJECAT. W MHe XOTenoCh 3aKOHUYMTb CBOKO UCTOPWIO, MPEX/E YeM 3110/
NaTpy/IbHbIA 3a9BMTCA B NOCNEAHWIA pa3. MeHsi COBEPLLEHHO He pajo-
Basla NepcrneKTBa 3aMOMHUTLCS BMecCTe € «KeHTepOepuiicKUMmM paccka-
3amn» 1 «TainHol dasuHa [pyaa».

Pe3ynbTaT —Ha pafocTb M Ha rope —nepep To6oi, Mot MocTosH-
HbIli YunTaTenb, Ha4yan M Tbl YNTaTb C MEPBOro TOMA UM rOTOBULLLCS
npounTaTb NATLIA. HpaBMTCA 3TO Tebe nnm HET, HO uctopus PonaHaa
3aBeplUeHa. Hagetock, OHa OCTaBUT Tebe YA0BONLCTBYE.

£ NIMYHO fenan ee C yL0BO/LCTBUEM.

CTuBeH KuHr
25 aHeapsa 2003



O/IbIHMHCTBO M3 TOrO, YTO MMUCATeNN MULIYT O CBOWX
MPOu3BEAEHNSX, —3TO NOJIHAsA YyLb*. BOT moyemy HeT
TakUX KHUT, KaK «CTO Be/IMKUX MPesucnoBuin 3anaj-
HOV UMBUNU3ALUU» UK «/TH0BUMbIE NPeaUCNoBuSA
amepuKaHLeB». TakoBO MOE /INYHOE MHEHWE, U 1 CUU-
Talo, YTO, HaNMcaB Kak MUHUMYM MATbAECAT Mpeaunc-
NOBWIA —He TOBOPSA YKE O LiENIO KHNTe, MOCBALLEHHOM NucaTebCKo-
My MacTepcTBY, —5 MMe0 MO/IHOEe NPaBo BbICKa3aTh ero BCayx. U ewe
S CUMTalo, YTO BaM MOXXHO NMPUCYLLATLCS K MOMM CNoOBaM, Korja si ro-
BOPIO, YTO MOE MPEAMC/IOBME K 3TOIN KHUIe —3TO Kak pa3 TOT pPeaKuii
CNyyaii, Korja aBTop AelCTBUTENbHO MOXET CKa3aTb UTO-TO CTOSILLEE.

HecKonbKo neT Hasag S Npou3Besl CKPOMHbIV (lypop cpean Moux
MOCTOSIHHbIX YWTaTeNeid, NPeaoXKNB UM UCNPaBEHHbIA U LOMOSTHEH-
Hblli BapunaHT «lMpoTUBOCTOAHMSA». Ha caMom fenie st 04eHb NepexxmBan
3a 3Ty KHUTY, YTO ObIN10 BMOJIHE M3BMHWUTEIbHO W OMPaBAaHHO, MOTOMY
yTo «IMpPOTNBOCTOSHNE» BCErfa OblNa 1 0CTAeTCA CaMOin IF0OMMON KHW-
roii Momx ynTaTteneii (camble pbsHbIE U3 MoYMTaTeNnein «MpoTnBoCTOS-
HUsI» He cTasn Obl CUSILHO CKOpOETb, ecnn 6bl 8 ymep B 1980-M; ¢ ux
TOUKM 3PEHNST MUP Obl YXKE HAYETO He MOTepsn).

EnnHcTBEHHas kHura KuHra, KoTopast MOXeT CpaBHUTLCA ¢ «[poTu-
BOCTOSIHVEM» B CMbIC/Ie YATATENbCKOrO MHTEpeca, —3To, HaBepHOE, UC-
Topusi PonaHga [MckeiiHa n ero nouckos TeMHoi BalHu. A Tenepb —
yepT BO3bMK! —A Mepeaenan v ee TOXe.

TonbKo Ha caMoM fene 51 ee He nepegenan, a NPocTo YyTb-YyThb A0-
paboTan. A xouy, YTo6bI Bbl 3TO 3HaNN. W eLLe A XUy, YTOObI Bbl 3HANN,

* MogpobHee 0 dakTope YUylwim cmoTpu «Kak nncaTb KHUK:
14 Writing), n3gaHHyto B Scribner B 2000 rogy. —Ipumey. asTopa.



YTO UMEHHO # Nepegenan v nodemy. [ns Bac, MOXeT ObITb, 3TO He BaX-
HO, HO 3aTO OYeHb BXKHO —/1/19 MEHS, BOT NoYeMy AaHHOe NpesucioBne
CTaHeT UCK/TKoYeHneM (A Hagetock) U3 KnHrosckoro Mpasuna Yyim.

Bo-nepBbIX, yUTUTE, YTO B NEPBbIX U34aHUAX «[TPOTUBOCTOAHUA»
6b1/10 MHOTO COKpALLEHWIA MO CPABHEHWIO C PYKOMUCHBLIM BapuaHTOM —¥
He 13-3a U3[aTeNbCKOi MPUXOTK, a no (IMHAHCOBbLIM coobpakeHusm. (Cy-
LLLeCTBOBA/IM ELLIE M JpYTUe OrpaHNYeHus, HO S He Xouy 06 3TOM roBOpUTb.)
Bce fononHeHWs, KOTOpbIe A cfieNa B KOHLE BOCbMUAECATLIX, —3TO Me-
pepaboTaHHble PparMeHTbl M3HAYaIbHOMO TEKCTA. S TakXKe BHeC ucrpas-
NEHWS BO BCIO KHWTY B LIeNIOM, NPeXae BCero —4T106bI COOTHECTU NOBe-
cTBOBaHMe c anugemuein CMAa, uto pacusena MbilWHbIM LBeTOM (eC/mn
[aHHOE BbIpaXXEHME BOOOLLE YMECTHO B JaHHOM KOHKPETHOM C/ly4ae) B
nepvog Mexxay nepeoin nyénnkaumein «MpoTBOCTOSHUA» W BbIXOLOM
B CBET NepepaboTaHHOI0 1 JOMOSIHEHHOIO U3[aHNA, BOCEMb UMW Jadke
[eBsiTb NET cnycTd. B pesynbraTe NOAyuYnncs Takoh «KUpnM4» —Ha
100 GOOcnoB 4/IMHHEE MO CPaBHEHMIO C NEPBbLIM U3LAHUEM.

B cnyyae co «CTpenkom» nepBOHaYvasibHbI TEKCT bl HE6OMbLLINM,
1 A fo6aBuN BCEro NULLbL CTPaHWL, TpUALATb NATb, UKW OKOMO AEBATU
ThicaY €oB. Ecnu Bbl ke untanu «CTpesika», Bbl 06HapPY>KMTE B HOBOM
N3LaHUN TOMbKO AABE-TPU HOBbIX CLEHbI. ICTUHHbIE MOKIOHHUKN «TeM-
HOI BallHW» (@ TakuX Ha yAuBIeHWe MHOr0 —/0CTaTOYHO 3arisiHyTh B
VIHTepHET) HaBepHsKa 3aX0TAT NPoYMTaTh KHUMY 3aHOBO, U CKOpee Bee-
ro 60NbLUMHCTBO U3 HUX BYAYT YATaTb 3TOT UCMPaBNEHHbIA BapUaHT ¢
NOBONBLITCTBOM U pa3fpaXKeHneM. H 0YeHb UM CUMMATU3NPYIO, HO 401
XKEH NPU3HaTbCA, YTO MeHA 60MbLUIE BONHYIOT UATATENN, KOTOPbIE eLle
He 3HaKOMbI ¢ P0/1IaHJOM 1 ero Ka-TeTom™.

W xoTa y nctopuu balliH1 eCcTb CBOM BOCTOPXKEHHbIE MOK/TOHHUKM,
OHa BCEe e He TaK LUMPOKO M3BeCTHA MOUM YnTaTensm, kak «poTuso-
CTOSHME». VIHOrAa Ha BCTpeYax C Yuntatensmu s NpoLuy tofeli B 3ane:
KTO Mpoyen XoTa 6bl 04HY U3 MOUX KHUT, NOAHUMUTE pyKY. IMOCKONbKY
OHW NpULLAY CcreumanbHo, YTobbl MeHs MocayLWwaTb —MpuUYemM UHOrja
3TO0 CBA3AHO C LOMONHUTENIbHBIMW HEYA0BCTBAMU U [ONONHUTENbHBIMU
pacxofamu: HaiTu, C Kem OCTaBWUTb pebeHKa, 3anpaBuTb CBOW CTapeHb-
KU «CefaH», —BOBCE HeyAMBUTENbHO, YTO 6O/bLUNMHCTBO M3 NPUCYT-
CTBYHOLMX MOAHUMAIOT PYKW. [OTOM A1 rOBOPIO: a Tenepb Te U3 Bac, KTO
npoyen XoTsa 6bl 0AHY KHUTY U3 «TEeMHOW ballHW», 0CTaBbTe PyKM Noj-
HATBIMW. W KaXKaplil pa3 nony4aeTcs, YTO MNONOBUHA PYK OMyCKaeTcs.
BbIBOZ, HanpallmBaeTcs cam coboi: X0Ts 8 CTONLKO Tpyauncs Hag baw-
Hein 3a 3TV TpugUaTb Tpn roga mexgy 1970-m 1 2003-m, unTaroT ee OT-
HOCUTE/IbHO Mano. Ho Te, KTO NpoYen 3ToT UMK, cpasy ero nofobumnu,
N A TOXKE OYEHb ero N6 —Mo KpaiHel Mepe 3Tol N06BM XBaTWIO,
4TOObI He OTNPaBUTL PonaHja B U3rHaHue, Kya oTnpasstoTCs BCe 3/10-
CYaCTHbIE HEOCYLLECTBNEHHbIE NMEPCOHaXKMN (BCMOMHUTE YOCEPOB-

* IlofiY, CBSA3aHHbIe Cyab60i. —IMpumey. aBTopa. 15



CKMX NUAMTPMMOB Ha NyTW K KeHTepbepu nnm repoes nocnegHero, He-
3aKOHYeHHOro pomaHa Yapnsa AukkeHca «TaliHa 34BMHa [pynax»).

A Bcerpa 6b1/1 yBepeH (Ha NoACO3HaTETbHOM YPOBHE, MOTOMY YTO A
YTO-TO He MOMHIO, YTOObI A CreyuansHO 06 3TOM 3aA4yMbIBascs), Y4To Y
MeHs 6yfeT BpeMs 3aKOHUUTL BallHIo, M B Ha3HaueHHbI Yac Mocnogb
bor faxe NpULLNET MHE My3bIKa/IbHYIO Tenerpammy: «AunHb-AnHb-AUHb
| Caguce 3a paboty, CTmBeH / 3akaHumBai baliHo». B kakoM-TO CMbIC-
Ne YTO-TO NOAO6HOE U MPOM3OLLIAIO, XOTA 3TO Bbla He My3blKasibHas Te-
nerpamMmma, a KOHTaKT MepBoi CTEMeHN C MUHW-aBTOBYCOM «MIUMYT».
Ho kak 6bl TaM HU 6bINO, A CHOBa 3acen 3a paboTty. Ecnm 6bl 3TOT yp-
FOHYMK, COMBLUMIA MEHS Ha fopore, 6bin YyTb NOBOMbLUE, ecnn 6bl yaap
npuencs He B 60K, a B /106, TO BCe 3aKOHUMNOCL Gbl Y6eANTENbHON
NpocbLO0 K CKOPOALLMM He MPUHOCUTL LIBETOB U «ceMbs KuHra 6naro-
[apuT Bac 3a UCKpeHHWe cobonesHoBaHus». W nouck PonaHga Tak u
ocTacst Obl He3aBepLUeHHbIM. KT0-T0, MOXET 6bITb, U 3aBepLUn/ 6bl €ro,
HO He A.

B o6uem, B 2001 rogy —korza s 605ee uim MeHee npuLlen B ceds —
A PELLNA, YTO YXKe NPULLIO BPEMS 3aKOHUUTL McTopuio PonaHga. A oT-
JIOXWN BCe OCTa/IbHOE 1 3acen 3a paboTy Haf NocnegHUMu TpeMst Toma-
mu. Kak 06bI4HO, 1 3TO CAenan He CTO/bKO paaun yYnTaTenei, Kotopble
Tpe6oBa M NPOAO/DKEHNS, CKO/bKO paaun cebs camoro.

Ceitvac 3vma 2003-ro, 1 51 eLe Aaxe He 6pancs 3a OKOHYaTeNbHYH
pefakTypy ABYX MOCAELHMX TOMOB, HO CaMi KHUMW Y)Ke roToBbl. 1 3a-
KOHYMA MX NPOLLIbIM IETOM. A B MPOMEXYTKE MEXAY PeAaKTOPCKON 40-
paboTkoii naToro («Bonku Kanbu») n wectoro («MecHb CHo3aHHbI»)
TOMOB Al TOAYMaJ1, 4YTO Mopa 6bl BEPHYTLCA K Hauany 1M BHECTW UCNpas-
NeHns B NepBble KHUrK. Moyvemy? MoToMy YTO BCe CeEMb TOMOB LiMK/Ia —
3TO He OTZe/bHbIE UCTOPWU, & 4aCTW eANHOTO AJIMHHOIO NOBECTBOBAHMS,
60MbLIOr0 POMaHa Nnof, Ha3BaHneM «TemHast balliHs», Hauano KoToporo
SBHO HE CMHXPOHM3MPOBAHO C OKOHYaHMEM.

Moli NoAXO4 K peakType CO6CTBEHHbIX MPOU3BEAEHNI OCTAICA NMPEX-
HUM. £ 3Hat0, YTO MHOTME aBTOPbI BHOCAT NPaBKY «0 XOAY fiefna», HO MOV
METO[, —ATO CTPEMMTE/IbHBIV HATUCK: BPbIBAELILCS B KHUTY U MPOHOCKLLb-
CA CKBO3b Hee Ha MakCMMasilbHO BO3MOXHOW CKOPOCTM, Tak YTOBbI K-
HOK NOBECTBOBaHWS BCerja 0cTaBa/iCA OCTPbIM —a YT06bl OH OCTaBasICs
OCTPbIM, OH JO/DKEH Bcerga ObiTb B paboTe, —u MpU 3TOM CTapaeLlbes
060rHaTb 3/1eiiLLero 13 BparoB BCeX NucaTeneid, UMs KOTOPOMY —COMHe-
Hue. Korga nepecmaTtpuBaellb CBOIO BELLb, CPasy XXe BO3HMKAET HeMaso
BOMPOCOB: «HaCK0/bKO MpaBgonofo6HbI MOU repon?», «HTepecHa
KHUra B LLeNOM?», «XO0pOoLLas 3T0 KHUra UK Tak, epyHaa?», «Koro-To ato
BOOGU.I,e BO/IHYET?», «A MEHSI CaMOro 310 BOJIHYET?»

Korga KHWra 3akoH4YeHa, S Ha Bpems OTKNajblBato ee B CTOPOHY —

TaKyto, Kakas ecTb, CO BCEMU HeOPaboTKaMU U N3bSHAMU —MU
[Jato eli 0TnexaTbes, fo3peTb. Yepes kakoe-TO BpeMsi —MNONro-



[a, rof, fiBa roAa, Ha caMoM fiefie 3T0 He TaK YK 1 BaXKHO —#A BO3BpaLLia-
FOCb K OT/IOXKEHHOW KHUIe, MPOCMATPMBAt0 €€ CHOBA, Y>Ke 60ee CroKoli-
HbIM (HO MO-MpPeXHeMy NOGALLINM) B3rASA0M U TOrfa YXe HaduHato
npaBuTb. Yactun «ballHu» BbIXOAWAN OTAE/bHLIMU KHUTaMU, KaX4ad —
Nnoj CBOVM Ha3BaHMEM, MPaBui A UX OTAE/IbHO U CYMES OLEHUTb BCHO
paboTy B LiE/IOM, TO/IbKO 3aKOHUMB CeflbMyH0 KHUTY, «TeMHYt0 ballHio».

Korga s BHMMaTeNlbHO MepeynTan NepBblii TOM —TOT, KOTOPLINA Y
BAC B pyKax, — NOHAN TPU 0YEBUAHbIE UCTVHbLI. BO-MnepBbIX, MOCKOSb-
Ky «CTpenok» 6bl/1 HaMMcaH 04YeHb MOMOALIM aBTOPOM, B HEM MPUCYT-
CTBYIOT BCe NP06/ieMbl, MPUCYLLME KHUTaM 04eHb MONOLbIX aBTOPOB. Bo-
BTOPbIX, TaM CTb MHOI0 HETOYHOCTEN 1 (haNb-CTapTOB, M 0CO6EHHO —B
CBeTe cnefyrownx ToMmoe*. M B-TpeTbuX, «CTPenoK» faxe 3BYYMUT CO-
BEPLLEHHO He TaK, KaK Jpyrue KHUru —4ecTHO CKasaTb, ero TpyLHO Yu-
TaTb. A CAULLKOM YacTO W3BMHANCA 38 3TO MEPes ymTaTensimun 1 roso-
pWU/, YTO €C/IN OHW NPOAEPYTCA CKBO3b MEPBbIV TOM, OHU YBUAAT, YTO
yKe B «/13B/1eHEHNM TPOMX» UCTOPUS 0OPETAET CBOI UCTUHHBIV rofoc.

I"fe-To B «CTpesike» BCTPeYaeTCA Takoe onucaHue PoniaHga: vesno-
BEK, KOTOPbIV No4Npasu Obl NEPEKOCUBLLYHOCA KAPTUHY B HE3HAKOMOM
FOCTVHMYHOM HOMepe. 1 caM TOYHO TakOoW e, N B KaKOM-TO CMbIC/e
npaBKa COOCTBEHHOW KHWUMM K TOMY W CBOAWTCS: MOANPaBUTL MEPEKo-
CUBLUMECA KapTWHbI, MPOMbIIECOCUTL MNOJbI, BblApauTs Tyanet. B cny-
yae co «CTpenkoM» 3T0 6bls1a reHepanbHas yoopka. MHe npuLLiock no-
TPYAMTLCS, HO A HE XOTEN YMyCcKaTb BO3MOXHOCTM CAenath To, YTO XO-
yeTcs cAenatb N060MY M3 aBTOPOB CO CBOEN BeLLbO, KOTOpPas yxe 3a-
KOHYEHa, HO €e eLLie HY>XHO OTLLNN(OBATb Y HACTPOUTL: OBECTU [0 YMa,
4TOo6bI BCE 6b110 NPaBUILHO. Korga Tbl yyKe 3Haellb, YTO JO/HKHO Nony-
YUTbCA B MTOre, Thbl NPOCTO 06513aH BEPHYTLCS K Havany M CBeCTW BCe
BOEAMHO. [NpryeM 3T0 HY>KHO He TO/IbKO NOTEHLMAIbHBIM YnTaTens M —
3TO HYXHO Tebe camoMy. COBCTBEHHO, 1 NOTOMY W peLLUn nepesenarb
«CTpenka»; HO NPV 3TOM 5 OYeHb TLLATENbHO CNefu 3a TeM, YTOObI MoK
ncrnpasfeHns U 106aBNEHNS He PacKpbIIM CEKPETOB, KOTOpble OyayT
PackpbITbl B NOCNEAHUX TPeX KHUrax, —CeKpeToB, HEKOTOPbIe U3 KOTO-
PbIX f TEPNEIMBO XPaHWU Ha NPOTSHXXEHUW TPUALIATK fIET.

W ewle 5 Xxouy cKaszaTb HECKOJ/IbKO CNOB O TOM MOJIOLOM YerloBeKe,
KOTOpbIM 5 6bI/T KOT4a-TO 1 KOTOPbIA PUCKHY HANMUCaTb 3Ty KHUTY. 3TOT
MO/1040/4 YeN0BEK MOCELLaN CAAULLIKOM MHOFO NCaTeNIbCKUX CEMMHAPOB
N KaK-TO CBbIKCA CO BCEMW UCTUHAMMW, NPOBO3riallaeMbiM1 Ha TaKnX ce-
MMHapax: YTo aBTOp NULLET He AN15 cebs, a 4Na APYrux; YTo A3blK KHUTY
Ba)KHEE CHKETA; UTO HeonpeesieHHOCTb —AaTO flyulle, YeM ACHOCTb U

* BoT TONbKO 04MH 13 NPUMEPOB: B NepBOi pefakunm «CTpenka» dapcoH —
37O Ha3BaHWe ropoga. Ho B cnefyroLwMx KHUrax OHO Kak-To caMo co6oii npeBpa-
TUAOCh B MMA YenoBeka, MATeXHuKa IxoHa ®apcoHa, KOTopbIil ycTponn nage-
Hue M'vneagda, ropofa-rocyapcrsa, rae pogunca v Bbipoc PonaHg. —1pu-
Meu. aBT. 17



MPOCTOTa, KOTOPbIE YacTO ABMAKOTCA NPU3HaKaMU HeJanekoro yma, Boc-
NpYHYMatoLLEro Bce 6ykBasibHO. Tak YTO A BOBCE He YAMBWACSH, KOrja
06Hapy>un, YTo Aebt0THbI «CTPENoK» NOMYUWUICS U3NNLLIHE NPeTeH-
LIMO3HbIM (51 Y)KE HE FOBOPHO MPO COTHW COBEPLLEHHO He HY>KHbIX Hape-
yunin). A ybpan BCHO 3Ty NYCTOMOPOXXHIOK BONTOBHIO, U B 3TOM CMbIC/E £
He >Kas1et0 HW 06 OJHOM COKpaLLEeHHOM C/10Be. B Kakmx-To MecTax —3To
Bceraa obinm (parmMeHThbl, rAe, YBNEKWNCh KaKUM-HUOY b 3aBOPaXKMBa-
IOLLIMM 3MM3040M, 5 3abbiBan 06 MAesx, KOTopble HaM BLaN6MBan Ha
nMcaTeNlbCKUX CeMUHapax, — 0CTaB/AN TEKCT NpakTU4ecku 6es name-
HEHWI, He CuMTas 0ObIYHOIM pefaKTOPCKOl NpaBKK. Kak s yxke rosopun
B APYroM MecTe 1 No Apyromy nosogy, C MepBOro pasa Bce NoyyaeTcs
To/bKO Y bora.

Ho Kak 6bl TaM HY 6bl10, A HE XOTeN CAULLIKOM CUNBHO MEHSATH CTU/b
«CTpenka». MoTOMy 4YTO MHe KaXKeTCs, 4TO Npu BCEX ero HefJoCTaTKax B
HeM eCTb Kakoe-TO 0c060e oyapoBaHue. VI3MeHUTb 3Ty KHUTY A0 Heys-
HaBaeMOCTW —3TO 3HaYW/0 Obl OTPEYLCA OT TOrO YesloBeKa, KOTOPbI
nepBebIM ee Hanuca, elle Torha, B KOHLE BeCcHbl 1 B Havane neta 1970
rofia, a MHe 3Toro He XOTe/oChb.

MHe X0Tenocb —IpuyeM No BO3MOXHOCTY [0 TOr0, KakK NocneaHue
KHUIU Cepum BbIAYT B CBET —CAenaTb Tak, YTOObl HOBbIM YMTaTeNAM,
KOTOPbIM TOMbKO eLle MPeACcTOMT NO3HAKOMUTLCS C « TeMHOl baluHei»
(n cTapbIM yuTaTenam, KOTOpble 3aXOTAT BCMOMHWUTL Havano), 6bi1o
nerye v NpoLLe BONTK B Mup PonaHga. MHe X0Tenoch, YTo6bl YutaTenu
MOSTYYUIN KHUTY, B KOTOPOIA Gbin Gbl HAMEYEHbI OCHOBHbIE CHXKETHbIE
NIMHUW cneayroWwmx ToMoB. Hageroch, i cnpaBuacs ¢ 3Toi 3agadeit.
cellyac 06paLLaloch K TeM, KTO eLLle He 3HaKOM C MMPOM BallHK: s 04eHb
Hafetoch, YTO BaMm MOHPaBATCA 34ellHMe vygeca. MoTomy uto mup Po-
NaHfa —a3To MMP Yyfec, a ero MCTopus —a0/ras ckaska. IMeHHo Tak
ee 1 3agyman. M ecnn TemHas baliHa okongyeT w Bac, NyCTb Jaxe ca-
MYIO ManocCTb, 3HAUWT, f cLienan CBor paboTy —paboTy, KOTopas Haya-
nacb B 1970-Mm 1 3aBepLumnach B o6wem 1 uenoM B 2003-m. XoTs cam
PonaHp ckasan 6bl, YTO KakuMe-TO TpALUaTb /IET HUYEro He 3HavaT. Ha
CaMoM [iefle ecnn Thbl BbILLES HA NOUCKKU TemHol balluHu, Tebs yxe He
3a60TUT BpeMSi.

6 peBpans 2003



...KaMeHb, IMCT, HeHallAeHHan [Bepb; O KaMHe, 0 MCTe, 0 Asepu. U
000 Bcex 3abbIThIX INLAX.

Harve 1 ognHOKVe NPUXOAMM Mbl B M3rHaHKe. B TeMHoI yTpobe Ha-
LUeli MaTepy Mbl He 3HAEM ee La; U3 THPbMbI e M0 TU BbIXOANM Mbl B
HeBbIPA3NUMYIO FNYXyH THOPbMY MUpa.

KT0 13 Hac 3Han ceoero 6paTa? KTo v3 Hac 3arnsagplsan B cepaue
cBOero 0Tua? KTo 13 Hac He 3anepT Haseku B TopbMe? KT0 13 Hac He
0CTaeTCs HABEKMN YY>KIM U OUHOKUM?

...OyyTpayeHHbIii 1 BETPOM OMNMaKaHHbI NprU3paK, BEPHUCbYBEPHUCH.

Tomac Bynd.
«B3rngHu Ha 4oM CBOM, aHren»












tip »

€/10BEK B YePHOM YLLES B NYCTbIHIO, U CTPE/OK ABUHYN-
CA CNnefom.
3Ta nyCcTbIHA, anojeo3 BCeX NyCTbiHb, PaCTAHYNACh
[0 caMoro Heba, B HE0O03pMMYH) 6ECKOHEYHOCTb MO
BCEM HanpasneHmaM —6enas, cnensas, 06e3B0XKeH-
Has 1 coBepLUEHHO 6e3nnKasA. ToNbKO MyTHOE MapeBo
FOPHOI Tpsifibl NPU3PaYHO BbIPUCOBLIBANIOCH HA FOPU3OHTE, U ELLe U3-
pefka nonaganucb Cyxue Mmyyku 6ec-Tpasbl, YTO MPUHOCUT U CNagKme
CHbI, U KOLUMAapbl, U CMepTb. PefiKuii Haarpo6HbIA KamMeHb CYXWUN yKa-
3aTefieM Ha NyTu. Y3eHbKas Tpona, NpobMBatoLLas TOCTYH KOpKY COo-
NIOHYaKoB, —BOT BCE, YTO OCTA/I0Ch OT CTapoi CT0N60BON foporK, rae
KOrJa-To X04UAN (PYproHYnKy 1 NoBo3ku. C Tex Nnop MUp CLABUHYNCS C
mecta. Mup onycTen.

Ha cTpenka HakaTuio MUMONETHOE rOMIOBOKPY>XEHWe, KOrga Bee
BHYTPW BAPYT 06PbIBAETCA M MUP KaXKETCA 3peMepHbIM, MOUTH MPo3paY-
HbIM. OHO 6bICTPO NPOLLIO, W, KaK 1 MUP, NO Ybeil TBEPAW Ceivac Len
CTPEsoK, OH TOXe CABUHYCA ¢ MecTa. CTPesioK LUen CMOKOMHO, He TOo-
ponsicb, HO N He TpaTa BpeMeHU fapoM. Bokpyr ero nosica 06suBasics
6YpAIOK C BOAOI. ByptoK 6bln NOYTK MOSHbIA M HANOMMWHAN TYro Habu-
Tyto konbacy. CTpesioK MHOMO JIeT NPaKTUKOBaICA B KXxedhe U JOCTwr,
MOXET OblITb, NATOr0 YPoBHA. Byab OH NpaBeAHMKOM W3 M3HHU, OH Obl
BOOGLLE He NCMNbITbIBA XaXbl; OH Obl TOrAa Hab/toAan 3a TeM, Kak ero
Teno TepseT Body, 6eccTpacTHO UM HEBO3MYTMMO, U YBaXHAN Bbl pac-
LLie/IMHbI 3TOrO Tesa 1 TeMHbIe FyOUHbI ero MyCTOT Wb TOrga, Korga
pasyM nogckasbiBas Obl eMy, HUTO 3TO AENCTBMTENBHO HE06X0AU-

MO. HO OH He 6bi1 M3HHW, 1 He MOKNOHANCA Yenoseky Mucycy,



N VXX HUKaK He cunTan cebs npaBegHWUKOM. VIHbIMK CnoBamu, OH 6blin
CaMbIM 06bIKHOBEHHbLIM CTPaHHMKOM W HUYEro He 3Ha HaBepHSKa, Kpo-
Me TOTFO, YTO EMY Y)Ke XOUETCS NWUTb. XOTA He TaK CU/bHO, YTOObI MUTb
npsAMo ceiivac. B kakOM-TO CMbIC/E eMY 3TO faXKe HPaBMIOCh. Tak 6bi10
MO/I0XKEHO B 3TOM Kpato, Kparo >Kax[bl, a BCHO CBOHO A0/TYHO XKM3Hb CTpe-
NOK TOMbKO W fienan, 4To npucnocabnueanca K o6¢rtosTenscTeam. M oH
3T0 yMen.

Mog, 6ypAloKOM NpsiTanvch peBonibBepbl. EFro peBonibBepbl, UTO Kak
B/INTbIE NOXMUANCH B PYKY. OHM MEePeLLN K HEMY OT 0TLa, KOTOPbIN Obin
HWXKE POCTOM U He TaKUM KPYTHbIM, U UX MPULLTIOCH YTSHXKENUTL MeTan-
ANYECKMMU nnacTuHamu. Mapa pemHei, nepekpeLLmBasch, OnosAchiBala
ero 6eapa. e kKobypb! 6b11M MPOMAC/EHbl Tak, YTO He pacTpPecKalnchb
[@Ke 0T XKapa 3Toro 6ecnoLagHoro conHua. XXenTole, TWaTenbHO 0Tno-
NMPOBaHHbIE PYKOSITY €ro PeBO/IbBEPOB ObINM CAEMaHbI U3 NyULLENR caH-
[lanoBOI ApeBecuHbI. MPUKPeneHHbIe K MOSCY KPenkoil BepeBKOW 13
CbIPOMSTHO KOXW, KOBYpbl NOKauMBanucb npu xoapbe, TSXKeno yga-
psas no 6egpam. B aTUX MecTax CMHSSt Kpacka Ha MKMHcax ctepnack (a
TKaHb UCTOHYMAACK), U MOMYUUNCH [BE CBET/IbIE AYTY, MOUTU MOXOXNME
Ha iBe Y/bl6KN. MegHble r/b3bl NAaTPOHOB Y HEFO B MaTPOHTALLE BCMbl-
XVBaM U MepLann Ha CoMHLE, OTpaxkas ero ayyu, Kak renvorpad. Te-
nepb NaTPOHOB OCTa/IOCh 3HAYMTENbHO MEHbLUE, YeM Bbino. Koxka Kobyp
eflBa yNOBUMO NOTPECKMBaNa.

Ero pybaxa GecLBeTHa, KaK [OXAb UK Nblb. BOpOT pacnaxHyT,
CbIPOMSTHbII LIHYPOK CBOGOAHO 601TaeTCs B NPOBUTLIX BPYUHYHO AbIp-
Kax. Ero wnsana gasHo notepsinacb. Kak 1 por —ToT, B KOTOPbIA Tpy-
65T, —KOTOpbIA ObIN Y HEr0 KOrga-To; OH MOTEeps/ICS AaBHbIM-AaBHO,
3TOT por, BbiNa/l U3 PYKX yMUPaOLLLero ToBapuLLa, 1 CTPenky He xBaTa-
No Tenepb NX 06OUX.

OH 0CTaHOBMJICA Y MONOrOi AtOHbI (XOTA Necka B 3TOl MyCTbIHE He
6bl10 —OAWH TBEPAbIVA CNaHew,; M NPOH3UTENbHLIA BETep, YTO BCerga
Npo6yXaancs ¢ HaCTYMEHNEM TEMHOTbI, MOAHUMAN TOMbKO KyObl He-
CHOCHOIA NbINK, KON, KaK YACTSLLMIA MOPOLLOK) U OrNsifen pacTonTaH-
Hble Yro/IbK Ma/lIeHbKOrO KOCTEpKa C MOABETPEHHOI CTOPOHbI, C TOW
CTOPOHbI, OTKY/ja COMHLE YXOAMT paHblue. Takue BOT MeNoUM —3HaKu,
nogo6Hble 3TOMY, —/IMLLHKIA pa3 NOATBEPXKAAtOLLME NPeAnonaraemyto
4e/I0BEYECKYHO CYLLIHOCTb Ye/I0BEKaA B YUEPHOM, —BCera A0CTaBsIn eMy
HecKa3aHHOe yAo0BO/bCTBME. [yObl CTpesika pacTaHyUCh B nogobue
YNbIGKW Ha N3beEHHbIX XXapoM MYCTbIHM OCTaHKax LA, Ynbl6Ka BblLu-
na 60/1e3HEHHON, CTpaLLHOi. OH NpUcen Ha KOPTOYKM.

UenoBeK B YepPHOM Xer Gec-TpaBy, a Kak »e 1Haye. bec-TpaBa 34ecb —
€[MHCTBEHHOE, YTO ropuT. IopuUT OYeHb MeaneHHo, 6eKIbIM Macns-
HbIM MiameHeM. JTl0AM € NPUrpPaHUYHbIX 3eMeflb TOBOPUAN eMy, YTO

6ecbl XXUBYT faxe B ee orHe. OHW, NOAW C rpaHuLLbl, Xrau 6ec-
24 TpaBy, HO He CMOTpenu Ha niams. OHW FOBOPWAW, YTO, €C/Kn



CMOTpeTb Ha nnams, 6ecbl Tebs OKOAAYIOT M yTalaT K cebe. A NoToM
KaKoW-HWUOYAb APYroin MAMOT, KOTOPbIA TOXE 3aCMOTPUTCS Ha OFOHb,
YBUAUT TaM Tebs.

CoxOKeHHas TpaBa, €eLle OAVH CMMBO/ B Y)Ke 3HAKOMOM Maeorpa-
thmueckoM y3ope, paccbinanacb CEPOi 6ecCMbICAMLEN NOA LWaPSLLER no
KOCTpULLY PYKOW cTpenka. Cpeau nenna He 6bI10 HAYEro, Anlb 06ro-
penblii Kycouek 6ekoHa. CTpenok 3afayMumnBo ero cven. Tak 6bi10 Bee-
roa. Yske fiBa Mecsila OH npeceayeT YeNnoBeka B YepHOM B 3TOM MyCTbl-
He, B HECKOHYaeMOM, 0HO0BPa3HOM YMCTUAMLLE NYCTOTbI, 1 A0 CUX MOp
He Hallefl HWYEro: TOMbKO 3TV TUIMEHNYHO-CTEPU/bHBIE UAEOTPaMMbl
nensia KOCTPOB. Hu pasy emMy He nMonanocb Kakoii-Hubygb 6aHku, 6y-
ThIMKW UK e Bypatoka (cam CTPENoK BbIKMHY/ MO JOPOre YeTbIpe WTy-
K; NPOCTO BbIGPOCKI, KaK 3Mest COpachIBAET OTMEPLLIYHD KOXY). cnpax-
HEHWIN OH TOXe He Buaen. HaBepHOe, YeNOBEK B YEPHOM KX 3apblBa.

A MOXET 6bITb, 3TU KOCTPHLLA —0AHa 60/bLIast 3anncka BbiCoKnM
Cnorom. Mo 6ykee 3a pa3. KTo ero 3HaeT, UTo TaM HanmcaHo. Ldep>ku
ANCTaHUmMIo, Apy>Kuule. Unn, MOXeT 6bITb: y>Ke CKOpPO KOHel,. Mnn, mo-
)KET ObITb, lXKe: a BOT Nonpo0yi MeHs noiiMaTb. Bnpoyem, 3To yke He
nMeno 3HayeHus. CTpesika CoBEPLUEHHO He BO/IHOBA/O, O YeM FOBOPUT-
€Al B 3TUX 3anncKax —ecnu aTo 6binu 3anucku. Ero BoAHOBaNo Apyroe:
KOrJa OH NpULLES, 3TO KOCTPULLE Y>Ke OCTbINO, Kak 1 BCe OCTa/lbHble.
BCe-Taku OH NpubAn3nncs K uenn. OH 3HaN 3TO HaBEPHSKA, XOTA U He
3HaN —OTKyfa. MOXeT BbITb, MPOCTO YyTbe. XOTH 3TO TOXKE Y)XKE He UMe-
no 3HayeHusi. OH NoWaeT Aanblue v ByAeT MATW, MOKa YTO-HUBYAb He
M3MEHUTCA. A eCIM AAXKE HUYEr0 HE M3MEHUTCS, OH BCE PaBHO MONAET
Janblie. bor gacT, 6yaeT BoAa, Kak roBopsT cTapuku. Ecnm bor Tak pe-
LUWT, TO Bofa 06513aTeIbHO ByaeT —aaxe B MyCTbiHe. CTPEOK NOAHAN-
cA, CTpsAXuBasi Nenen ¢ pyk.

Bonblue HUKaKWX cnefjoB; BeTep, OCTPbI Kak 6pnTBa, faBHO Cpe3as
Te 6GnefHble OTMEYaTKM, YTO MOMN YAepXKaTbCs Ha TBEPAOM CaHLe.
BoobLue H1yero. Hy ncnpaxxXHeHui, HM Mycopa, HUKaKMUX yKasaHUil Ha
TO, FAe UX MOrnu 3akonatb. Huyero. TONbKO 3TV OCThIBLUME KOCTPULLA
BJO/Mb [peBHel TOPHOW foporu, Befdylueld Ha HOro-BOCTOK, U HEYMOK-
Mblil fanbHOMEP Y HEro B ro/ioBe. X0T4, pasymeeTcs, b0 eLLe Koe-4To;
NPUTSXXEHWE HOr0-BOCTOKA —3TO He MPOCTO ABMXKEHUE B 33aHHOM Ha-
NpaBneHUN 1 He NPOCTOM MarHeTU3Mm.

OH ycencs 1 no3sonun cebe 0TxnebHyTb BoAbl 13 byparoka. OH no-
JyMas1 0 TOM MUMOJIETHOM TO/I0BOKPY>KEHMU, KOT4a eMy BAPYT NoKasa-
NOCb, 4TO OH MOYTM He NPUBA3AH K MUPY. VIHTEpecHo, 4To 370 3HAUUT. U
noYyemy B CBA3W C 3TUM FONIOBOKPY)XXEHUEM eMY BCMIOMHWACS €ro por v
NnocnefHWiA 13 cTapbiX Apy3ei, KOTOPbIX OH NOTepsn, 060MX, AaBHbIM-
[aBHoO, y MepmnxoHckoro Xonwva. Beab peBosibBepbl 0OCTaIMCb —PeBO/1b-
BEPbl €ro 0TLa, —a 3TO ropasfo BaXKHee, YeM Por... Un faxe
[Opy3ba.



Wnun Het?

310 6bIN CTPaHHbIA BONPOC, TPEBOXKHbIN, HO MOCKO/IbKY OTBET 6bIN
O/VH V1 BNOJHE ONpefe/eHHbI, CTPENOK peLlna He 1oMaTh cebe rososy.
MOoXeT BbITb, MOKE OH €LLe NOPa3MbICIUT 06 3ToM. Ho He ceityac. OH
ornagen NycTbIHIO M MOAHAN r1a3a K COHLY, 4TO CMYCKanoch Tenepb K
FOPW30HTY MO Aa/lbHEMY KBafpaHTYy Heba, KOTOPbIi —BOT TOXe TPEBOX-
Has MbIC/lb —pacrnofiaraiacs y>xe He COBCeM Ha 3anage. CTpesok BCTan,
BbITALLM U3-3a M05ACA CTapble, U3HOLLEHHbIE MepYaTKN U NPUHANCS PBaTb
6ec-TpaBy A1 cBOero koctpa. OH pasnoXua KocTep B Kpyre nemnna, oc-
TaBNEHHOI 0 Ye/I0BEKOM B YePHOM. B 3TOM TOXe Oblia MpoHUs, KOTopas,
KaK 1 pOMaHTUKa XXaX[bl, MOKa3anach CTpesKy npus/eKkaTenbHOM. [opb-
KO, HO MpUBNeKaTeIbHOM.

OH He cpasy AocTa CBOI KpemeHb 1 kpecano. OH goxgancs, noka
nocnefHve Npo6eckn AHEBHOIO CBETa He 06paTATCA B leTyUee MapeBo
Ha 3eMJie MOA HOraMu 1 B Y3KYHO SJ0BUTO-OPaHXEBYHO MOMOCY Ha uep-
HO-6enoM ropunsoHTe. OH TepnennBo cuaen, raga Ha loro-BocToK, TyAa,
rae BbiCUAMCh ropbl. OH HMYero He xgaan. OH He Hagesnca pasrisgeTb
TOHEHbKYIO CTPYIKY AbiMa OT ApYroro KOCTpa Win OpaHXeBYH WUCKpY
nnaveHn. OH NPOCTO CMOTPES, MOTOMY YTO TakK 6blN0 HYXHO. A B 3TOM
TOXe 6blfia CBOS rOpbKas NPUBNEKATENIbHOCTb. «HTOObI YTO-TO YBULETD,
Haflo CMOTPETb, MOHAN, Thl, HEAOYMOK, —T0oBOpun KopT. —bBor gan Ham
rnasa, Ytobbl MU CMOTPETb. BOT 1 0TKPOI CBOM GypKasibi».

Ho Tawm, B ropax, He 6b110 HMYero. [a, OH y)ke 6/M30K K Leu, HO
NNLWb OTHOCUTENBHO 6/1M30K. ELLe He HaCTONbKO, YTOObI B CyMepKax
pasrisgeTh AbIM UK OPaHXXeBbIA MPO6IECK KOCTpa.

OH BbICEK UCKPY Ha 0XarKy Cyxoi u3Menb4eHHO Tpasbl, 60pMoya
6eccMbICNEHHbIE C/I0BA CTAPOro AETCKOr0 3aK/TIMHAHNS:

—  Wckpa, uckpa B TEMHOTE, e MO cup, NOACKaXELIb MHE? YCTOH
A? [Mponagy a? IMycTb KOCTep ropuT BO MIJIE.

BoT cTpaHHO: YenoBeKk BbIpacTaeT ¥ 3abblBaeT NPO LETCTBO C ero
putyanamu 1 pebayeckMmMy 3aKIMHaHNAMWU —MHOr0e TEPSETCH M0 f0-
pore, HO KOE-4YTO BCE-TaKu OCTaeTcs, HaKpenko 3acTpeBaeT B MO3rax,
BLIEN/IIETCA B TEOS MEPTBOIA XBATKOW, 1 Thl HECELLIb 3TOT IPY3 BCH) XU3Hb,
N C KXKIbIM rOflOM OH BCE TSXKENee U Taxenee.

OH ynercs Ha 3eM/It0 C HaBETPEHHO CTOPOHbI OT KOCTPa Tak, YToObl
AYPMaHAWMIA AbIM, HaBEBAOLLMIA pe3bl, YHOCWACA B MYCThIHIO. BeTep,
passe 4YTO M3pesKka MOAHWUMABLUNIA B3BUXPEHHYIO Mblfb, AYN CMOKOHO
1 POBHO.

Hemwuratowyme 38e34bl Haf ros0BO CBETUAM TOXKE CMOKOMHO U POB-
HO. MUNANOHBI MUPOB Y COMHLL. ["0NOBOKPYXKUTENbHbIE CO3BE3LMUA, XO-
NOfHOEe Mnams BCeX MepBO3AaHHbIX OTTEHKOB. [1oka OH CMOTpen, Tem-
HO-/IMN0BOE Hebo cenanochb YepHbiM. MpoYepTVB OTHEHHYHO AYrY Haj

Crapoit MaTepbto, BO TbMe MefbKHY W norac meteop. OroHb
2d KOCTpa 0T6pachiBan B HOUb MPUYYAIMBbLIe TeHW. bec-TpaBa mea-



NEHHO BbIropana, co3/iaBas HOBbIli Y30p —He UAeorpamMmy, a NnpocTeHb-
KOe NepeKkpecTbe IMHWIA, HaBeBaroLLee CMyTHbIN y>Kac CBOEN Yyxoii bec-
CMbICAULLE onpefeneHHOCTL0. CTPenok BbiKMaabiBan Tpasy 415 KOCT-
puLLa, He lyMas 0 KaKMX-TO Xy[oXecTBax. [naBHoe, YT06bl XOPOLLO ro-
peno. Ho y3op Bce-Taku nonyunnca. OH pacckasbiBan 0 YepHOM U Ge-
nom. O yenoseke, KOTOPbIM Nognpasus Gbl NEPEKOCUBLLYIOCH KapTUHY
B HE3HAKOMOM FOCTUHWYHOM HOoMepe. KocTep ropen Mef/ieHHbIM, POB-
HbIM NiaMeHeM, U PaHTOMbI NASACANN B ero packaneHHoN cepaLueBmHe.
Ctpenok nx He sugen. OH cnas. [lBa y3opa, nioLbl UCKYyCCTBa U peMec-
na, CIMnncL BOeAMHO. BeTep CTOHa1, COBHO BeAbMa, Ybe HYTPO pasbe-
[aeT pak. Ero kanpusHble NopbIBbl TO 1 A€N0 NOAXBaTbIBAIN AypMaHs-
LW AbIM W, KpY>XKach, 0BEBaNM CTPe/ika. Tak 4To OH BCe XKe BAbIXan Ayp-
MaH. 1 JypMaH TBOPW/I CHbI, Kak efjBa Y/I0BUMOE pa3fpaXKeHne TBOpUT
XEMUYXKUHY B YCTPUYHOI pakoBuHe. IHOI pa3 CTPenoK CToHaN BMecTe
C BeTpoM. Ho 3Be3fpbl Obinv paBHOLYLUHbI K €r0 TSXXKKUM CTOHaM, Kak
OHM PaBHOAYLLHbI K BOHaM, PaCnATUAM M BOCKPECEHWAM. 1 B 3TOM TOXe
Oblna cBOA ropbKas NPUBIEKATEIbHOCTb.

OH cnycTuncs ¢ nocnegHero M3 npearopwii, Beas 3a cobo myna,
YbW [Na3a, BbIMyYeHHbIe OT Xapa, 6bl1n Yke MepTBbl. Tpy HeLenu Hasaz
OH MWHOBa/ MOCNeLHWI rOPoAOK, a NOTOM Obl1 TONLKO 3a6POLLEHHbI
TPaKT, Aa eLle 13peaKa nonajasnch CeNeHns XXUTenein NpurpaHnybs —
CKOMNJIEHUA XMXKMH, NMOKPbITbIX flepHOM. TO eCTb KOrfa-To 310 6bin No-
CeneHunsa, Ho OHW JaBHO NPEBPATUANCH B OTAENbHbIE XyTOpa, rae obuTa-
NN OJHW NPOKaXEHHbIE U MOMeLIaHHbIe. EMy 60/bLUe HPaBUANCH NONO-
yMHble. OAUH 13 HUX Jan emy komnac «CuBa» U3 HepXKaBeroLeli cTa-
N1 1 nonpocui nepegats 3Ty WTYKY Yenoseky Vncycy. CTpesiok B3an
ero C cambIM cepbesHbIM BUaoM. Ecnm oH BcTpeTuT Ero, oH otaact Emy
Komnac. Bpsag nin, KOHeYHO, OH BCTPETUT ncyca, HO BCAKOE B XKM3HW
6biBaeT. OfHaXAbl OH BUAEN TaxnHa —3TO Oblf YeNOBEK C ro/10BoN BO-
pOHa —M1 OKAMKHYN €ro, HO HecyaCTHbI ypogew, coexas, Nnpokapkas
YTO-TO MOXOXeEe Ha cnoBa. MOXeT BbITh, AaXKe NPOKNATUA.

MocneaHIO XVKMHY, Tae OblIn 04U, CTPENIOK MUHOBAN NATL AHEN
Ha3af, ¥ OH Y)Xe Hauas MoAo3peBaTb, YTO HUKAKUX XVWKUH Bonblue He
OyfeT, HO, NOAHABLUMCH Ha rpebeHb NoCneHero NCCeUYeHHOro BETPOM
X0/nMa, YBUAEN 3HAKOMYIO HU3KYIO KPbILLY, MOKPLITYIO fEPHOM.

MoceneHel, —Ha yVBNEHE MOMOAON YeNO0BEK C B3N0OXMaUYeHHbIMY
BOSIOCaMV LiBeTa Crenol Kny6HUKK, YTO CBMUCANM NoYTY A0 nosica, —cC
HEMCTOBOW CTPACTbIO NPONanblBan Xuible KyKypy3Hble BCXO[b!.

Myn n3gan »ano6Hblil Xpun, NOCeNeHeL, BCKUHYN FO0BY; OH 27



B3rNIIHY/ Ha CTpenka, CNOBHO nmpuuennnca. OpyXus y Hero He 6bino.
Bo BcsAkom cnydae, Ha BUgy. MoceneHew, nogHAN 06e pyKW B HEGPEXXHOM
NPUBETCTBUM, CHOBA CK/IOHU/CA Haf CBOEW KyKypy30ii Ha bavxaliluei
K XV)KMHE TPSLKE U NPUHSANCA BbIpbIBaTb U KUAATb Yepes nnedvo 6Gec-
TpaBy M 3a4axiune KyKypy3sHble cTebnun. Ero fMHHbIE BOIOCHI pa3BeBa-
JICb Ha BETPY. 3aecb BeTep Ayn NPSMUKOM W3 MYCTbIHW, TAE HeYeMy
6b110 ero yaepxartb.

CTpenoK HecneLHo CNyCcTU/ICS € X0nMa, BeAd 3a coBoi Myna, KoTo-
pbiii Be3 OypAtoKN ¢ BOLO. OH BCTaN Ha Kpar KyKypy3HOI OEeNsHKK,
0TX/1Ie6HYN HEMHOIO0 BOAbI, YTO6bI BO PTY MOSABUAACH CMHOHA, U CM/IOHYN
Ha 3aCOXLUYHO 3eMITH0.

—/106poii >xaTBbI TBOMM NOCEBAM.

—MW TBOMM TOXE, —OTO3Ba/ICA MOJIOAO0I NoceneHel,. Korpga oH pa-
30MHY/ICA, Y HEro0 B CNYHE YTO-TO ABCTBEHHO XPYCTHY/0. OH CMOTPEN Ha
cTpenka 6e3 cTpaxa. Ero nmuyo —Tto ecTb Ta ero Manas 4actb, 4TO Npo-
cMaTpuMBasiacb MeXay KocMami 1 60pofAoiA, —ObIfo YNCTbIM, ero He TPo-
Hy/fia FHUb NPOKasbl, a rNasa, passe Y4To YyTOUKY AMKOBATbIE, Ka3asnch
rnasamu HopMasbHOro Yenoseka. He gypuka. —lonrux gHei n npuat-
HbIX HOYeli Tebe, CTPaHHUK.

—Tebe TOro e BABOIHE.

—3T0 BpAg . —TloceneHeL, KOPOTKO XOXOTHY/. —Y MEHS HAYEro
HeT, TONbKO 606bl U KyKYypy3a, —CKa3an oH. —KyKypy3a 3aaapom, a 3a
606bI Hafo ByfeT vero-HMbyab Aatb. MHe X NPUHOCUT OAMH MYXMK. 3a-
XOAWT CloJa MHOTAa, HO HUKOTfa He 3ajepxmBaeTca Hagonro. —llocene-
HeL, onATb paccmessica. —bouTca gyxoB. U ellle —yenoBeka-nrumuy.

—$ ero Bugen. Yenoseka-ntuLy, 1 UMeto B BuLY. OH OT MeHs yoexarn.

—Ara. OH 3a6nyanncs. FOBOpWT, YTO OH ULLET Kakoe-TO MECTO.
HasbiBaeTca Anryn CbeHTO, TOMbKO OH MHOrAa HasbiBaeT ero CUHWUM
He6om nnm Hebecamu. A IMUHO NOHATUA He UMELD, TAe 3TO. Thl He 3Ha-
eLlb, Cy4aliHo?

CTpenok nokavan ronoBoi.

—J1agHO... OH He KyCaeTCs M HUKOMY He MELLAeT, TaK YTO XPeH C
HUM. A Tbl CaM XXUBOW UM MEPTBbINA?

—XwnBoii, —0T03BaNCA CTPENOK. —Tbl FOBOPULLb, KaK M3HHM.

—H 6bI1 M3HHW, HO OYeHb HE0NT0. BbICTPO MOHAA, YTO 3TO He Ans
MEHS; Y>K 60/1bHO OHU KOMMaHEWCcKKe, Ha MOi B3rNag, 1 BEUHO UX TAHET
NCKaTb AbIPKN B MUPE.

«3T0 TOYHO, —nodymasn CTpeniok. —M3HHN —BenunKue nyreLle-
CTBEHHUKU».

Elle MFHOBEHME OHM MOMYa pasrnsfgbiBann APyr Apyra, a noTom
noceneHew, NPOTAHYN CTPESIKY PYKY.

—NMeHs 30ByT BpayH.

CTpenoK noxan ero pyky u Hassan cebs. /1 B 3TOT MOMEHT TOLMIA

BOPOH KapKHY/ Ha KpblLe 3eMNSHKK. oceneHew, TKHyN nab-
28 LieM B Ty CTOPOHY:



—A 370 30/TaH.

Mpwu 3BYyKe CBOEro UMEHW BOPOH eLLie pa3 KapKHYN U CMeTen ¢ Kpbl-
LUM NPSMO Ha ronosy BpayHy, rae v ycTpounncs, BUENMBLUNCL 06erMu
nanamu B CNyTaHHYIO LLEBENIOpPY.

—/paTb Tebs BO BCe Ablpbl, —OTYET/IMBO NPOKapKan BOPOH. — U
Tebs, 1 Kobblly TBOHO.

CTpenoK apy>entobHo K1BHYIN.

—b06bI, 606bI, HET My3blKa/lbHEN eabl, —BAOXHOBEHHO MPOAeKa-
MMPOB&/1 BOPOH, MOJbLUEHHbIA BHUMaHUEM, —4eM 60/bLUe COXPELLb,
TeM 3BOHYE nepaaHeLUb.

—3T0 Tbl €ro yunib?

—CpaeTca MHe, HMYero 60/bLUE OH 3HATb HE XOYeT, —OTO3Ba/ICH
BpayH. —$1 Kak-TO MbiTanca ero Hayuntb «OTYe Hawwy». — OH 06Ben
B3rNs0M 6e31Ky0 TBepAb NycTbiHM. —HO, caaetca MHe, OTue Hawl —
He [/19 3TOro Kpas. Tbl CTPenok. BepHo?

—Ja. —OH cen Ha KOpTOUKK 1 JocTan KuceT ¢ TabakoM. 3onTaH
repeneTes C rofioBbl bpayHa Ha nnieyvo cTpenka.

—A A fyman, CTPesikoB 60/bLLe HeT.

—EcTb, KakK BuauLlb.

—Tbl 13 BHyTpeHHero mupa?

CTpenok KusHyn.

—To0/bKO A Tam JaBHO He 6bl.

—Tam elle 4TO-TO OCTa/I0Ch?

CTpenok He OTBETU/T 1 cAienan Takoe L0, YTO cpasy CTaso MOHAT-
HO: NyYLle He NOAHUMATL 3Ty Temy.

—MHaBepHoe, roHuLLbCA 3a TeM, ApYrvMm.

—/[la, —OTBETWA CTPESIOK M TYT XKe 3afaN HeN36eXKHbIA BOMPOC: —
[JaBHO OH TYT npoxogun?

BpayH noxkan njeyamu.

—He 3Halo. 3gecb Bpems Kakoe-TO CTpaHHoe. W HanpasneHue u
paccTosHna —Toxe. bonblue Yem ABe Hefenn. Ho MeHbLUe ABYX Mecs-
LeB. TOT MyXMK, KOTOPbI/i MHe HOCMT 606bI, C TeX MOp NPUXOAWA ABa
pasa. Tak uTo, HaBepHOe, LECTb Heaenb. XOTA S MOry OLn6aTbes.

—UYem 60nbLUe COXpeLlb, TEM 3BOHYEN NephaHellb, —BCTaBuU/
3onTaH.

—OH TyT O0CTaHaBNMBaNCA? —CNPOCUS CTPESIOK.

BpayH KvuBHy.

—Hy, ToNbKO YTOObI NOYXXMHATb, Kak 1 Tbl. Thl Xe, KaK S MOHUMatO,
Noy>XWHaellb. Mbl NOCUAENN ¢ HAM, NOTONKOBA/N.

CTpenok NogHANCs, 1 BOPOH, NPOTECTYIOLLE KapkHYB, nepebpasncs
06paTHO Ha Kpbiwy. CTpenka oxBaTuia Kakas-TO CTpaHHas poXb —
[POXb MPeaBKYLUEHUS.

— uT0 OH Tebe rosopun?

BpayH yaMBfeHHO NPUNOAHSAN GPOBb.



—a Tak, Hnyero. Cnpalumsas, 6bIBaET M TYT Y HaC AOXAb, U LaB-
HO N1 51 3[eCb MOCENNAICA, U HE CXOPOHWUA NN XXeHy. Cnpocwi, 6bina n
OHa M3HHW, W 9 cKa3al, g, NOTOMY YTO MHE NOKa3anocb, YTO OH U TaK
370 3HaeT. bonTan-To Bce 60/bLLE 51, YTO BOOOLLE MHE HECBOWCTBEHHO. —
OH YyMOJIK Ha MTHOBEHWE, 1 TOMbKO BOI BETPa HapyLlan MepTBYHO TU-
LmHy. —OH KOMAYH, BEPHO?

—TIlomnmo npoyero.

bpayH cepbe3HO KUBHY.

—41 cpasy noHsAn. OH BbITPAXHY U3 pyKaBa KPO/nKa, YXKe 0CBeXe-
BaHHOMO 1 BbINOTPOLUEHHOrO. MNpsmo 6epu 1 Knagn B KoTen. A Tbl?

—KongyH? —CTpenok paccmesncs. —HeT, s NpocTo YenoBek.

—Tebe HMKOraa ero He AorHath.

—Hwyero, goroHio.

OHKM mocmoTpenu Apyr APyry B rnasa, BAPYr NPOHUKLUUCL B3anM-
HOIA cMMnNaTyeld: NOceNeHeL, Ha CCOXLLUEN ero 3eMse, OBEBAEMOIA MblbHO,
W CTPENOK Ha ClaHLeBOl TBEPAM, YXOAALLEN B NYCTbIHIO. OH foCTasn CBOM
KpemeHb.

—Ha BoT. —BpayH BbITalui U3 KapMaHa CNnyKy C CEPHOI ronoB-
KOW 1 3aXer ee, YNPKHYB MO 3aCKOpPy3noMy HorTo. CTpenoK nogHec
KOHYMK CBOEIN CAMOKPYTKM K OTHIO 1 ry6OKO 3aTAHYACA.

—Cnacub6o.

—Tebe, HaBepHOe, HY>KHO HaMO/IHATL CBOM OYPAHOKN, —OTBEPHYB-
LUMCb, CKa3an noceneHel. —TaM 3a JOMOM —POAHUK, MPAMO MOA CKa-
TOM KpbILwK. A 5l MOKa NPUroTOB/IHO MOECTb.

CTpenok HanpaBWCS Ha 3afHWiA BOP, OCTOPOXKHO MepecTynas ye-
pe3 KyKypy3Hble rpsifku. POAHMK OKasancs Ha fHe BbIpbITOr0 Bpyu-
HYI0 KOM0AUa, BbIJIOXXEHHOr0 KaMHsAMK, 4TOObl BOoAa He MOAMblBana
MOYBY, pacchinyaTyto, Kak Mblib. CnycKasch Mo WaTKo feceHke, cTpe-
NOK paccynun npo cebsl, 4To C KaMHAMW BO3HW Obl10 MUHUMYM roja
Ha ABa: HabpaTb, HaTacKaTb, yNOXNTb. Boga okasanach YMCTOM, HO Tek-
Nla MeJ/IeHHO, Tak YTO JONroe 3T0 6bI/10 AeN0 —HaMONHNUTL BCe 6ypato-
Kn. Korpga oH 3akaHuMBas o BTOpbIM, 30/1TaH B3rpoOMO3AnsCcs Ha Kpaii
Konogua.

—/patb Te64 BO BCe AbIpbl. V1 Tebs, 1 Ko6blTy TBOK, —Mpes/io-
XU OH.

CTpenok B3AporHyn v nogHan rnasa. MnyéuHa qyToB NATHaALaTh,
He MeHbLUe; bpayHy HuYero 6bl He CTOMI0 COPOCUTL BHWU3 KamMeHb, Npo-
NOMWTbL CTPENKY ronoBy M 3abpaTb BCe CTPEeNKoBO A0o6po. Hu nonoym-
HblIlA, HW NPOKaXKeHHbI Tak Obl HE MOCTYNWAW; HO BpayH —He AypuK U
He 60/1bHOI. 1 BCe xe bpayH emMy NOHpPaBU/ICS, TaK UTO CTPENOK BbIOPO-
CW 3TY MbICNb M3 TOM0BbLI M HAMOMHUA OCTaBLUMECSH OYPAIOKM BOLOA.

bor 3axoTen —nosBWnack BOAa, a Yero Tam eLle xo4et bor, ¢
30 3TUM NYCTb pas3bumpaeTcs ka. A ero 4eno MasieHbKoe.



Korga cTpesiok BoLUen B XWXKUHY, CNYCTUBLUWCH MO JIECTHULE (BCe
KaK MOMOXKEHO: XWJ1be YCTPOEHO MOJ 3eMJIeid, TOTbKO TaK MOXHO CXBa-
TUTb 1 YepXaTb HOYHYO Npoxnagy), bpayH cugen y KpoLeyHoro oya-
ra v nepesopaynBan B yrnax KykKypysHble noyatku, nogjesas ux ge-
PEBAHHOW nonaTkoii. [iBe No6MTbIE NO KpasM Tapesnku yxke CTosAn Mo
06eMM CTOpPOHaM BbILBETLUErO OAessia MbILLMHOMO LBeTa, pacCTeneH-
Horo Ha rnony. Boga a1 6060B TOMbKO eLle Havana 3akunaTb B KoTeN-
Ke Haj OrHeM.

—4 3annayvy v 3a BOAy TOXe.

bpayH faxke He NOAHAN roONoBbI.

—Bopga —paap Boxuii. A 60661 NprHOCKT Nanata Jok.

CTpenoK n3gan KOPOTKUA CMELLIOK U YCesnca Ha nos, NpUC/IOHMB-
LUMCb CNMHOW K cTeHe. OH CNOXWA PYKW Ha TPYAU 1 3aKpbln rnasa. Beko-
pe Mo KOMHATYLLKEe pa3Heccs 3anax >XapeHoW KyKypysbl. bpayH BbiCbl-
nasi B KOTENIOK NakeTUK CyXmnx 60608, OHW FPOMBIXHYNN, KaK KaMyLLIKW.
CrblWwanock U3peska noBTopatoLLeecs TYK-TYK-TYK —3T0 30/1TaH 6ec-
MOKOWMHO X0AMN MO Kpbiwle. CTpenoK yctan; 6bIBasio, B CYTKW OH LUeN Mo
LLeCTHaaLaTb, a TO U BOOOLLE MO BOCEMHaALATL YacoB, YTOObI GbICTpel
0Ka3aTbCs KaK MOXHO fasiblle OT TOro KOLImMapa, YTo NPUKIYniCcs B
Tanne, nocnegHeli U3 AepeBEHb Y HEro Ha MyTw. MNpuyem nocnegHue ase-
HafLuaTb AHEN eMy NPULLAOCL MATU MELLKOM; CUJibl Myna 6blin yXxe Ha
npegene. Kak OH eLLe XXMB —HEeNoHATHO. Pa3Be UT0 B CU/Y NPUBBLIYKK.
Korga-To CTpenok 3Han 04HOro YenoBeka, ManbYmLLKy no UmeHu LLinvn.
Tak BOT. Y LLnmun 6bin myn. LMK [aBHO yKe HET; HUKOro 60sbLue
HeT. OCTanucb NULLIL ABOE: CaM CTPESIoK M YerioBek B YepHoM. [Jo Hero
[OXOAN/IN KaKUe-TO CMYTHbIE CNyXW 00 WHbIX 3eMNAX, 3e/eHbIX 3eM-
NAX 3a npegenamu 3Toro Kpas —ux HasbiealoT CpeAvHHBIM MUPOM, —
HO BEPWOCH B 3TO C TPYAOM. 3eneHble 3eM/N B 3[eLlHeM MYCTbIHHOM
KpaK —a3TO KaK [eTCKas CKasKa.

TYK-TYK-TYK.

[Be Hepenw, ckasan bpayH, MakcMym LiecTb. Ho 370 He BaXKHO Ha
camoM fiene. B Tanne 6biny KaneHZapu, U OHW Tam 3aroMHUN YenoBe-
Ka B YepHOM. MOTOMY UTO OH ucLennn ctapuka. Camoro 06bIKHOBEHHO-
ro CTapuka, yMmparoLlero ot Tpasku. Ctapuka TpuauaTyi natu netT ot
pofy. W ecnv BpayH He ownbasncs, nonyyaeTcs, 4To YenoBeK B YepHOM
C TEX NOP MOYTPaTW/ CBOE NPENMYLLECTBO, & CTPENOK COKpaTW paccTo-
AHVe. Ho MycTbiHA elwe He 3akoHumnach. W nycTbiHs ewle obepHeTcs
afiom.

TYK-TYK-TYK...

OpomKu MHe CBOY KPbINbs, NTULA. A paCKUHY UX LUXPOKO-LLIMPOKO, U
MEHS YHeCe T BOCXOAALLMIA MOTOK.

OH 3aCHY/. 31



ffl

BbpayH pa3dyaun ero yepes yac. bbino TeMHO. EAMHCTBEHHbIA Npo-
6necK cBeTa —TYCK/10-BULLHEBOE MepLiaH/e YroNbKoB B oyare.

—TBoli Myn NprKasan Aonro XuTb, —ckasan bpayH. —Ipumm moun
€060/1e3HOBAHNSA. YKMUH rOTOB.

—Kak?

BpayH noxan nnevamu.

—TIlomxapeH 1 cBapeH, a Kak nHave? OyeHb pa3bopunBblid, fa?

—HeT, g npo myna.

—pocTo ner n He BcTan. BugHo e, ctapblii 6611 myn. —OH no-
Monya1 1 106aBu, Kak 6bl U3BUHAACH: —30/1TaH CK/eBas rnasa.

—Ara. —3T0ro cnefosano oxugars. —Hy Aa nagHo.

Korpa oHu ycenuch y ofieana, YTo CNYXXWo 34ecb BMeCTO CTOSa,
BpayH elle pa3 usymun cTpenka, UCNPOCUB KPaTKoro 6/1aroc/ioBeHus:
JOX[s, 340POBbS U NPOCBETNEHUS fyLLe.

—A Tbl BepULLb B 3arpobHYH0 XM3Hb? —CMpPOCW CTPENOK, Korga
BpayH BbINOXWN eMy Ha Tapesiky TPy AbIMALMUXCA KYKYPY3HbIX MoYaTKa.

bpayH KnBHyn.

—Cpaetca MHe, 3T0 OHa U eCTb.

B

B0o6bl 6b1nM Kak Nyan, KyKypy3a —He msarde. CHapyw BbIf BETEP,
06/yBas MOKaTyH KpblLy, CBMCAOLLYHO 40 3eMan. CTpenokK en 6bicTpo
¥ XaAHo, 3anuBas efy BoAoi. OH BbINWUA LiebIX YeTbIpe Yawky. OH eLle
He [oen, Kak BAPYr pasgasncs CTyK B [Bepb, C/IOBHO KTO-TO CTPOYUN U3
nynemeta. bpayH BcTan v BnycTun 3onTaHa. BopoH nepeneten uepes
KOMHATY W YrptoMo YCTPOU/CS B YTOJIKe.

—HeT My3bIKanbHel efibl, —OYPKHY/ OH.

—CnylLwaii, a Tbl He lyMasl ero CbecTb? —CMNPOCUN CTPENOK.

MoceneHeL, paccmesncs.

—)XMBOTHbIE, YMEIOLWE TOBOPUTD... MX He easT, —cCKasan OH. —
MTWUbI, YWACTUKN-NYTaHNKKW, 606bI-4eN0BEKN. Y HIUX MSCO XKECTKOE.

Mocne y)XnHa CTPenoK npeanoXxun bpayHy cBoli Tabak.

«Celiuac, —nogyman cTpenok. —Ceityac 6yayT BONPOChI».

Ho BpayH He 3agaBan HMKakux BonpocoB. OH Monya Kypun Tabak,
BbIpaLLEHHbI B MapiaHe foNrve rodbl Hasag, U CMOTPEN Ha Aoropato-
LLye YTronbKu. B XMKXMHE CTa10 3aMETHO NPOXNagHee.

— M He BBEAM HAaC BO WCKyLUEHWe, —Bblgan 30/1TaH
32 XupaHHO, Kak OTKPOBEHYe.



CTpenok B34porHy/, Kak 6yATo B HErO KTO-TO BbICTPENIUI. Y Hero
BAPYT BO3HMK/A YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO BCE 3TO W/INIO3UA, HaBaXAEHWE.
UTO YenoBeK B YePHOM Hac/1an Ha Hero CBOM Yapbl U NbITaeTCsH YTO-TO
eMy cKasaTtb. [1ocpefCTBOM TakUX MOMOTCKUX U BECTONKOBBIX CUM-
BO/10B.

—3HaeLlb Takoi ropofoK, Tann? —cnpocus OH.

BpayH KuBHyI.

—3axo4wnn Ha nyTu coga. 1 noTom ewle oAuH pas, 4Tobbl NpoAaTh
KYKYPY3Yy W XI0MHYTb BUCKWU. B TOT rog TyT 6b11 AoXab. MUHYT nAT-
HafLaTb, HaBepHoe, Nn. 3eMsl, BEPULLb /N, CNOBHO PAacKpbIIack 1 no-
rnoTuna BCro Bogy. U yxe uepes yac cCHOBa CTana Cyxoi 1 6enoii. Kak
Bcerga. Ho Kykypysa... boxxe Moii, Kykypy3a! Bbl10 BUAHO, KaK OHa pa-
cTeT. Ho 370 el HUYero. Ee 6b110 CribIlWHO, 6YATO [OXKAb AaS el ronoc.
XoTs 1 6e3pafoCTHbIN ronoc. OHa Kak 6yATo B3AblXana 1 cToHana, Bbl-
6upasch n3-nog 3emnu. —OH nomonyas. —3ato ypogmunach Ha crasy.
MHe faxxe Bpofe Kak NuLKy 6b11o. Tak uTo f B34 1 npogan ee. Mana-
wa [lok npegnarasn, fasaid, Mos, f Npogam, vero Tebe-To Tackarbca. Ho
OH 6bl MeHs 06Xynun. BoT A cam 1 noLwuen.

—Tebe TaM He MOHPaBUIIOCH?

-Her.

—A MeHs Tam ejBa He younu, —cKasan CTpenok.

—Kak Tak?

—41 ybun yenoBeka, KOTOPOro KOCHynack gecHuua boxuns. Tonb-
KO 3TO Obln He Bor. A TOT YeNoBeK, C KPOSIMKOM B pyKaBse. YenoBek B
YyepHoM.

—OH 370 cneuunansHO NOACTPoWA. 3amaHnn Tebs B IOBYLLKY.

—TBo#A nNpasaa, 3a npaeLy —cnacnoo.

OHM cMOTpenu Apyr Apyry B rnasa CKBO3b Mosympak. B aTom 3ac-
TbIBLUEM MIHOBEHWW YYBCTBOBAaNaCh Hekas 6e3blicXofHas 3aBeplueH-
HOCTb.

«Celtyac 6yayT BONPOChI».

Ho BpayH no-npexHemy He 3afiaBan H1UKakux Bonpocos. OH MyCo-
JINA CBOKO CaMOKPYTKY, MOKa OT Hee He OCTaCs AbIMALLMACA YNHAPHIK,
HO KOrja CTpesioK noxsonan rno KuceTy, npeanaras ewe, bpayH T1o1bKo
MOTHY/ FO/IOBOIA.

3onTaH BCTpeneHyncs, cobpacs 6biN0 BbICKa3aTbCA, HO CMONYal.

—A MOXHO, 5 pacCKaxxy? —Cnpocu cTpenok. —BoobLue-To 51 He
0CO6EHHO Pa3roBOPYMBBIiA, HO...

—WHor ga Hapo BbIroBOpUTLEA. Thl pacckasbiBaid, af 6yay ciyLuatb.

Crtpenok noneltanca nogobparb €noBa, YTOObl HAYaTb Pacckas, Ho
HEe CyMen HUYero npuaymarb.

—MHe Hago oTnTL, —CKasan OH.

BpayH KuBHy/. 33
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—B Kykypy3y, ara?

—4cHoe pgeno.

OH NoAHANCA NO NECTHULE Y BbiLeN B HOYb. B Hebe mMepuanu 3Bes-
Obl. Betep 6unca, kak nynsc. Moua gpoxalleii cTpyeid nponnnach Ha
nccoxLLee KyKypy3Hoe nose. 310 OH, YeNoBeK B YePHOM, 3aMaHu ero
ctofia. MoxeT 6bITb, BpayH 1 ecTb YefioBeK B YepHOM. MOXET 6bITb...

OH oTOrHan ot cebsi 3TN MbICAK, TPEBOXHbIE U 6ecrnonesHble. OH
MOXET CMpaBMTbCSA C YeM YrofHO, KPOMe OAHOro: cOBCTBEHHOro 6e3y-
Musi. OH BepHY/ICS 06PaTHO B XMXKUHY.

—Hy ut0? Tbi pewnn, HaBaxeHve 8 NN HeT? —Ccnpocun bpayH.

CTpenioK B34POrHY 1 Ha MIHOBEHMWE 3aCTbl/ HA CTyMeHbKe. [MoToMm
HETOPOMMBO COLLIEN BHW3 U CEN HAa CBOE NPEXHEE MECTO.

—/[la BOT, noka AymMato. A Tbl HaBaXAeHNe?

—Ecnun ga, 10 A KaK-TO He B Kypce.

OTBET He cKa3aTb YTOObI 0COOEHHO YTELUNTENbHbIN, HO CTPENOK pe-
LUWA, YTO COMAET M Tak.

—Tak a Hayan npo Tann.

—PacrTeT ropogok?

—Ero 6onbLue HeT. A youn Bcex, —CKasasn CTPenoK, a npo ceds ao-
6aBun: «A Tenepb 5 yobl0 1 Tebs, XOTS Obl MO TOW MPUUMHE, YTO MHE
Haf0 BbICNATbCS, & Tak MHE MPUAETCS NPUrNAabIBaThL 3a TO60W. Kak-To
He X04eTCcs cnaTb B 0AWH rnas». Kak oH 4o aToro gokatunca? U 3auem
TOrfja rHaTbCs 3a Ye/I0OBEKOM B HYEPHOM, €C/IM OH CaM CTasl TaKUM Xe, Kak
ero spar?

BpayH ckasan:

—MHe Huyero oT Tebs He HYXXHO, CTPe/oK. Pa3Be YTo BOT: KOrAa Tbl
yiifewb, MHe 6Gbl XOTEOCh OCTaTbCA Ha 3TOM CBETE. H He CTaHy Tebs
YMONATb COXPaHWUTb MHE XXM3Hb, HO 3TO HE 3HAYWT, YTO MHE HeoxoTa no-
XUTb eLLe.

CTpenok 3akpbll rnasa. B ronose Bce nbiio.

—CKaXXV MHe, KTO Tbl, —XpPUN/I0 BblAaBU/ OH.

—pocTo yenosek. BnosHe 6e306MAHbIV 1 He XKenatoLmii Tebe 3na.
W ecnu Tbl BCe eLLe X0YeLlib paccKasblBaTh, 8 6yay cnyLiars.

Ctpesniok monyarn.

—/lagHo, 1 NoHsAN. Tl HE YCMOKOWLLILCA, MOKa i He NOMpoLy Tebs
pacckasatb, —cKasan bpayH. —BoT A 1 npowly. Tbl MHe paccKaxellb
npo Tann?

Tenepb cnosa npuwwny caMu. CTPenoK Jaxe cam nopasuacsa Tomy,
KaK OH Nlerko nogowvpaet cnosa. OH 3aroBopus. MoHavany —KakuMm-
TO BANbIMW, HEBbIPA3UTENbHLIMU PbIBKAMW, HO Mano-nomasny pacckas
BbI/INACA B M/1aBHOE, MOXET BbITb, aXKe C/ierka MOHOTOHHOE NOBECTBO-
BaHue. B ronose nposicHWNoCL. Ero oxsatuio Kakoe-To CTpaHHOEe BO3-

6y>xaeHue. ToBOpWN CTPENoK A40Nro, A0 No3fgHeli Houn. BpayH
ja cnyLwan He nepebusas. 1 BOPOH TOXe.



OH kynun myna B MpaiictayHe, 1, KOrga OHW Npvwwamn B Tana, myn
6b1n eLLe nonoH cui. ConHue 3aLLo Yac Hasaf, HO CTPE/OK MPOLo/mKan
UATU, OPMEHTUPYACL MOHaYany Ha OTOMECKM FOPOACKMX OFHEN B Hebe, a
MOTOM —Ha HEeCTECTBEHHO YMCTbIE 3BYKM KabaLlKoro nmaHuHO, Ha Ko-
TopoM urpanu «3ii, kyax». [Jopora 3aMeTHO paclLuMpunach, Kak peka,
BOUpatoLLan B cebs NpuTokn. BAob Opory CToANMN cTonbbl C UCKPOBbI-
MM (POHapAMU, HO UX CBET JABHO YMEP.

CTpenok y>ke 1 He NOMHW/, KOr4a 3aKOHUMACA fiec. Tenepb OH CMe-
HWCS 04HO06PA3HLIM, YHbINbIM Mei3axeM npepuii: 6e36pexHbIe 3a6po-
LUEHHbIE NOSA, 3apOCLUME HU3KMM KYCTapHUKOM M TUMOGEEBKOW, Xa-
KWe nauyru, 31oBeLLue, OpoLLEHHbIE MOMECTbS, XPaHUMble CYMPaYHbIMK,
C/TIOBHO MOTPY)XEHHbIMU B TSHKKME AyMbl OCOBHAKaMK, rae, HECOMHEHHO,
BOAW/NCh JEMOHBI; MOKMHYTbIE BCEMU CKOCOBOUEHHbIE X1Bapbl, 0TKYAa
NN YLWIAKN W60 Mo COBCTBEHHOM BOJE, MO0 MX BbIHY AU YIATU; pea-
KYI0 XWKUHY MOCEefeHLa, OCTaBLUErocs Ha MecTe, BblaBasio passe YTo
OJMHOKOE MepLaHne ToYeyKn CBeTa BO TbMe M0 HoYaM, a JHEM —YTpro-
MOe, SIBHO BbIPOXJatOLLIEeCs CEMeNCTBO, MoYa TPYAMBLUEECS Ha CBOEM
yax/iom nosne. 34ecb B OCHOBHOM Cesnu KyKypy3y, v elle —606bl nau
ropox. Cnyyanoch faxe, YTO Kakas-H1Oy b OTOLLaBLUIas KOPOBEHKA TYMO
Tapalunacb Ha CTpefika CKBO3b MPOpexy B 0604paHHON NMOKOCUBLUENCA
n3ropoaun. YeTbipe paza MMMO MPOEXay MOYTOBbIE KapeTbl: ABe —Ha-
BCTpeYy, iBe —B TY XXe CTOPOHY, UTO 1 CTPesioK. B 060rHaBLLKX ero kape-
Tax NOYTUN He ObIN0 NACCaXKMPOB; B TEX, YTO KATWU/W B 06PATHYHO CTOPOHY,
K 1ecam Ha ceBepe, Hapogy Ob110 No6osbLLE. VIHOrAa monaganuch 1 depme-
pbl Ha CBOMUX LLIATKMX NOBO3KaxX. OHY CTapaTeNbHO OTBOAWAN FNasa, YTo-
6bl He BCTPETUTLCA B3r/1940M CO CTPAHHUKOM C PEBO/IbBEPAMU.

YHbINbIRA, ypoanuBbIi Kpai. C Tex Mop Kak CTPenokK NokuHyn Mpaii-
CTayH, AOX/p LUen ABa pasa, U 06a pasa kak 6yaTo HexoTs. [axe Tpasa
TUMOheeBKa Oblna XXenToli 1 BANOWA. 3TO CTpaHa He /15 XNU3HW: passe
YTO BbICTPO MPOITK ee 1 3abbiTb. M HUKAKMX CNefoB YenoBeKa B Yep-
HOM. HO BO3MOXHO, OH CeN B KapeTy.

[Jopora usorHynacs gyroit. Cpasy 3a MOBOPOTOM CTPESIOK OCTaHOo-
BUICS U TNISIHYN BHU3, Ha Tansi. FOpogoK pacnonoXuics Ha gHe Yale-
BUAHON JONNHbI —0AAe/NbHbIV camOLBET B felleBoii onpase. Koe-rae
ropen cBeT, B OCHOBHOM OFHU COCPeA0TOHMANCh TaMm, ae 3ByYasna My3bl-
Ka. Ynuu Bpoge 6bl ObIN10 YeTbIPe, TPU M3 KOTOPbIX LUAX MOA NPAMbIM
YINIOM K MPOe3KeMy TPaKTy, CNYXMBLUEMY OLHOBPEMEHHO W FNaBHOM
ynuuein ropogka. MoXeT, TyT ecTb pecTopaHunK. COMHUTENbHO, BMpO-
yeM, Ho BApYT... CTPeNoK NPUKPUKHYA Ha Myna: «[lowen!»

Tenepb fOMa BLO/b JOPOTY CTOSIM BCE Hallle, HO NOYTU BCe —
no-npe>xxHemy Heobutaemble. CTPeNOK MUHOBa/T KPOXOTHOE A



Knaaowile. 3annecHeBesble, MOKOCUBLLMECSA LEPEBAHHbIE NANUTbI YTOHY-
nun B ByiHO paspocLueiics bec-Tpase. A elle Yepe3 NATb COTeH (hyTOB
CTPE/OK NOPAaBHAJCA C UKEBAHHBLIM YKasaTeneM ¢ Hagnucoto: TAJI.

Kpacka noobnynunack, Tak UTo pa3obpaTb HagnuUCh Ha yKasaTese
CTaflo NPaKTUYECKN HEBO3MOXXHO. YyTb Mojasblie 6bin eLle OAuH yKa-
3aTeflb, HO CTPENOK Tak 1 He CMOT MPOYUTATb, YTO Tam HanmcaHo.

Jypawinvebiii Xop NONYMNbAHLIX FON0COB MOLHANCA B NOCNELHEM
MPOTSHKHOM KynneTe «3i, [pkya» —«Haa-Haa-Haa Haa-Ha-Ha-Ha... 3,
[xyp..» —epaBa CTPeIOK BCTYMNWA B YepTy FOpoAKa. 3BYK Obln MepT-
BbIM, KaK ryfieHvie BeTpa B Aynse NporHMBLLEro gepesa. M nuwb nposa-
nyeckoe 6peHYaHKe KabaLKoro NMaHUHO YAepXKano CTpenka oT cepbes-
HbIX Pa3gyMuiA 0 TOM, YK He BbI3Bas /1M YEI0BEK B YEPHOM MPU3PaKoB,
YTOGbI HACE/IUTb MMM 3TOT 3a0POLLIEHHBIA FOPOA. ITa MbIC/b Bbi3BaNa y
Hero yrbI6Ky.

Ha ynuuax 6b1am ntogy. He MHOro, HO 6biin. Tpu gaMbl —BCe TpY B
YepHbIX BPIOKaxX M OAMHAKOBbIX 6/1y3ax C BbICOKUMMW CTOSYMMYU BOPOT-
HMKamy —pOLLAY MUMO CTPenKa Nno Apyroli CTOPOHE Joporu, Nogyep-
KHYTO IS4 B CTOPOHY. VX nnua Kak 6yATo NAblAW Hag Hepasnunumbl-
MM nog, cBO6GOAHOM 0AeX A0 Tenamu, TOUHO 60/bLUMe BReaHbIe LWapbl C
rnasamu. MpayHoro Buga CTapuk B CONIOMEHHOW LUAsNe, KPenko cnas-
LLie/ Ha camoi MaKyLLKe, Habo4an 3a HAM €O CTyneHel KpblibLa 3aKo-
NoyeHHol 6akaneliHoi naBkn XyaroLimniA NOPTHOM, 3aHATbIA € MO34HUM
K/MEHTOM, Ha MrHOBEHVEe MpepBan paboTy v NPOBOAMI CTPESKa B3rns-
[OM; OH fjaKe MOAHEC K OKHY namny, Y4To6bl nonyyLle pasrisgetb. CTpe-
NOK KMBHY/. HY NOPTHOIA, HU K/TMEHT He KNBHYN B OTBET. OH OyKBanb-
HO (hM3MYECKU OLLYyLLIAN, KaK UX B3rNs4bl BMWUAMCH B KOOYPbI Y HEro Ha
6espax. MauaH net TpUHAALATM U AEBYOHKA —TO NI €ro CecTpa, TO /in
NOAPY>KKa —MepeLunn Yepes yauuy, NoMes/IMB Kakyto-To LOMK0 MIHO-
BeHus. MpoLwwn, NogHMMas Horamm Mbib, 3aBUCABLUYHO B BO3AyXe Ma-
NeHbKMMK 0bnadkamun. 34eck, B ropogke, hoHapm paboTanm, HO 3TO bbinn
He aneKTpuyeckne (hoHapwy; UX CTEK/A AaBHO MOTYCKHENM OT TONICTOro
Cnosi MacnsiHoro Harapa. Koe-rge dyoHapy 6binn pa3éuTbl. bblna TyT 1
MnaTHas KOHIOLLHA, KOTOpas AepXKanacb, HaBepPHOe, TO/bKO TeM, YTO
yepes ropofoK MPOXOAWA MapLUPYT NOYTOBbIX KapeT. COOKY OT BX0Aa B
KOHIOLUHIO TPOE MaJibumMLLEK MO/HYa CMAEN Ha KOPTOYKax BO3/e Moss
LN Urpbl B LWAPWKN, HAYEPYEHHOTO B MbIfKW, Y CMOMUAW CaMOfeNbHbIe
Manmpockl U3 KyKYpy3HbIX 06epToK. VX A/IMHHbIE TEHW NPONErnn Yepes
[BOPUK. Y 0fHOro 6bina LAsna co CKOPMMOHbUM XBOCTOM, IMXO 3a-
TKHYTbIM 32 IEHTY. Y BTOPOro —6e/ibMo Ha B34yTOM, Bbl/e3atoLLeM U3
opbuTbl rnasy. Ha nesom.

CTpenok npoBen MUMO HUX My/ia U 3arisiHyn B CyMmpayHble rny6u-
Hbl KOHIOWHW. EfMHCTBEHHas namna ene-ene kontuna. B ee paccesH-

HOM CBETe B3fparvBana v nnacana TeHb —40/1roBa3bIii HeCKnaa-
BK  Hblil CTapMK B KOMOMHE30HE, HATAHYTOM NPAMO Ha rofoe Teno,



noaaesan rpoMagHbIMM BUamu 60/bLLINE OXarKK CeHa U pasMaLlmncTo,
C YXaHbeM, NepeBasimBas UX Ha CEHOBaI.

—3ii! —OKMKHYN ero CTPesok.

Bunbl pOrHyn, 1 X038MH € pasgpaxeHnem 06epHycs.

—Cebe noaiikai!

—Y MeHs My.

—XopoLuo Tebe.

CTpenok LUBLIPHYN B NOMYTbMY 30/10TOW. TSXKenyto, HEpOBHO 06-
TOYEHHYHO MO KpasM MOHEeTY. OHa CBEpPKHYNa M FyX0 3BsiKHya 0 CTa-
pble 4OCKM, MOCbINaHHbIe CEUKOIA.

XO035MH BbILLEN Brepes, HaKMOHWCS, MNOAHSAN 30/10TOR, NOA03PK-
Te/IbHO MOKOCW/ICA Ha CTPeJiKa 1, Ha MIHOBEHNE 3aJiepyKaB B3r/1s4 Ha ero
MOpTynesX, KNCNO KUBHYII.

—Hapgonro ero octasnseLb?

—Ha Houb, Ha aBe. MOXeT, 60nbLLE.

—Y MeHs HeTy cfjaum.

—Cpaun He Hapo.

—CTpensHble AeHEXKN, —OYPKHYN X035WH

-Yr0?

—Hwuyero. —Xo3arH nogxsaTia y34euky 1 NoBen Myna B capaii.

—I NoYNCTM ero XOpoLLEeHbKO! —KPWKHY CTPENOK BAOTOHKY. —
Mpuay —nposepto!

Crapuk pgaxe He 06epHysca. CTPenokK BbILES K Ma/lbUULLIKaM, YTO
cUaenu y nons Ans wapukoB. OH elle paHblue 3aMeTwsl, Y4TO OHU Ha-
61104at0T 3a MX Nepenankoii co cTapbiM Xpbl4oM. MNpuyem HabgatoT ¢
Npe3puTeNbHLIM UHTEPECOM.

—lonrux gHel 1 NPUATHBLIX HOYER, —CKasan CTPEoK, MbITasicb
3aBsi3aTb pas3roBop.

HeT oTBeTa.

—BBbl, pebsTa, 34€echb, UTO N, XnBeTe? B ropoge?

HeT oTBeTa. Ho napeHb CO CKOPMMOHLUM XBOCTOM Ha LLAIAME, MOX0-
K&, KNBHY/ FOJIOBOA.

OLWH 13 Ma/TbUMLLEK BbIHY/ U30 PTa IMXO CKPYUEHHYIO Nanupocky
13 KyKYpY3HOW 06EPTKM, 3a>Ka/l B Ky/lake 3e/IeHblid LapuK —KoLlaunii
rnas —u NynbHYN ero B KPyr Ha 3emne. LLlapuk yaapun B «KBakyLLKy»
1 BbIGWA ee 3a Npeenbl Nons. MapHMULLIKa NOLHAN CBOM KaMyLLEK U Npu-
FOTOBW/ICS K HOBOMY «BbICTPENy».

—1"ge TYT MOXXHO MoecTb? —CNPOCKST CTPESIOK.

OLWH U3 HUX, CaMblil MIALLLINIA, COU3BONNN-TAKN MOLHATL FOM0BY.
YTonoK ero pra ykpatuana 3gopoast 61samba npocTyfbl, HO rnasay Hero
6b1/11 BNO/HE HOPMA/IbHbIE M NOKa YTO GECXUTPOCTHBIE U HavBHbIE. Bnpo-
4em, B TaKOM TYX/I0M MECTe 3Ta HAMBHOCTb JO/TO He MPOTAHET. OH CMOT-
pen Ha CTPesika C NI0X0 CKPbIBaeMbIM YAMBAEHUEM, OUYeHb TPO-
rateslbHbIM 1 OHOBPEMEHHO MyTaloLLMM.



—Y Llle6a 6biBatOT BUPLLTEKCHI.

—370 B TOM Kabake?

MasibUmK KUBHYN:

—Ara.

B3rnsgbl ero ToBapuLleld cenanncb BApYr KOMUYUMU U BpaXxKae6-
HbIMKU. ManbumLLKe, MOX0Xe, MPUAETCA AOPOro 3an1aTuTh 3a TO, YTO OH
FOBOPWJI C YY>KaKOM TaK ApY>KeNto6HO.

CTpenok nogHec pyKy K NosisiM CBOEM LUAsMbI.

—bnarogapcTByto, NapHU. bbiNo NPUATHO Y3HaTb, YTO B 3TOM FO-
poje eCThb €eLLe NH0AY, Y KOTOPbIX XBaTaeT MO3roB, YTOObl CBA3HO CKNa-
[blBaTb 3BYKM B C/0BA.

OH NOAHANCA Ha JOWATbIA HACTUA U 3allaran BHW3 MO yuLe K 3a-
BedeHuto LLle6a. 3a CMMHOI Y HEro Npo3Byyan 3BOHKMIA MPE3PUTESbHbINA
rofioc Koro-To u3 Tex, ABomx. COBCEM eLle AETCKUIA QUCKAHT:

—TpaBsoes! N gaBHO, MHTEPECHO, Tbl APHOUMLLIL CBOKO CecTpy, Yap-
nn? Tpasoeg!

A noToM —3BYK yzapa 1 nnad.

Y BX0ofa B kabak ropenv a Tpu KepOCMHOBbIE laMMbl, MO OAHOM €
Kadkgoro 60Ky v eLLe ofiHa —PSMO HaZ, NOKOCUBLLENCA ABYCTBOPYATOM
aBepblo. MbsHbIA X0p, pacneBaBLUNii «Ii, Ky a», YoKe BblgoXcs, 1 nua-
HUHO BpeHYasIo Temepb Kakyo-To Apyryto cTapyto 6annagy. onoca Lie-
NeCTenn, CNOBHO pByLumecs HUTU. CTPenoK Ha MrHOBEHMe 3acTblfl Ha
nopore, rnaga B 3an. Ha nony —cnoii ApeBecHbIX ONUIOK. Y KOMYeHo-
rMX CTON0B —neBaTe/ibHULbl. CTOKa —006bIYHas [OCKa, YKPeneH-
Has Ha Ko3nax A5 MUKW 4poB. 3a Heil —3ansnaHHoe 3epKaso, B KOTO-
pOM OTpaXasica Tanep, HENPEMEHHO CYTY/bliA, Ha CBOEM HEMPEMEHHO
BepTALLeMca TabypeTe. Y NMaHHO He BbINo NepeaHei naHenun, u 6s110
BWAHO, KaK AepeBsiHHbIE MO/IOTOUKM CKaYuyT BBEPX-BHU3, KOTAa 3Ta XUT-
pas LWTyKa urpaeT. bapmeHLLa —CBeT/10B0/10Cas XEHLUMHA B FPA3HOM
rony6om nnatee. OfgHa 6peTesibka 0TOpBaHa U NOAKOMOTA aHT/INIACKOIA
6ynaBKoWi. YenoBek 3Tak LUIeCTb —HaA0 AymaTb, BCE MECTHblE —CKYyY-
KOBaJIMCb B FNy6OMHe 3ana, rae MeTOAUYHO HaXKUPAIUCh U TEHMBO MOUT-
pbiBann B «He 3eBaii». ELLe ¢ NONAKXKMHLI NOCETUTENER CrPYyAUANCH Y
nuaHunHo. ELle 4eTBEpPO MK NATEPO —Y CTOMKN. M KaKoli-TO CTapmK co
BCK/I0KOYEHHbIMW CefibIM/ KOCMamu Crasi, NMoBasMBLUNCL Ha CTOMUK Y
cambIx apepeii. CTpenoK BoLles.

Bce, KTO Obin Tam, BHYTPW, 006EpHYANChL K ABepu. Bce Kak OfuH.
B3rnsgel ynepimcb B CTpesika U ero pesosibBepbl. Ha MrHoBeHve B no-
MeLLEeHNM BOoL,apunach NOYTH NOMHasA TULLMHA, TONbKO paccesHHbIN Ta-
rnep, HUYero He 3aMeTVB, MPOAOMKaN BpeHYaTb Ha CBOEM MWAaHMHO. A
MOTOM >KEHLLMHA 3a CTOMKOIM MOMOpLLMAACh, 1 BCE CTaN0 KaK Mpexze.

—He 3eBaii, —CKasan KT0-TO U3 UFPOKOB B YTy U NO6WI YEPBOH-
HYI0 TPOIiKY YeTBEPKOI MWK, COPOCMB BCE CBOM KapTbl. TOT, Ubsi TPOViKa

yLu/a, CMayHO BbIpyrancsi, CABUHY/ AeHbIN Ha CepeauHy CTosa,
38 v KapTbl cAanu nNo HOBOMA.



CTpenok npnbm3nacs K CTOKe.

—M#sico ecTb? —Cnpocun oH.

—A T10. —XKeHLWnHa cmoTpesna eMy npsamMo B rnasa. Korga-to oHa
Oblna gadxe Kpacuea, HO C TeX Mop BCe M3MeHWUN0Cb. Mup caBUHYCS C
MecTa. Tenepb ee IMLLO NOMCTACKaIoCh M OTEKI0, a Ha Ny Kpacosacs
NNNOBbIM U30MHYTLINA LWpam. OHa ero rycTto 3anyapwia, HO 3Ta HexuT-
pas yNoBKa He CKpblBasia pybel, a ckopee npusekana K Hemy BHUMa-
Hre. —4ucTtoe msco, xopoluee. OT 406p0it CKOTWHBI. TONBKO OHO [ieHer
cTouT.

UucToe, 3HaunT. OT 206POI CKOTUHBI. YCpaTbCi MOXHO, MOAyMan
CTpenok. [a To, YTo NeXuT Yy Tebs B XONOAWIKE, HaBepHsKa berano Ha
LLECTW HOrax U rNs4eno Tpems rnasamu, negu-cai.

—/[laBaiA, 3HauNT, MHe TpK BULLTEKCa U NKBO.

W cHoBa —efiBa y/IOBMMbINA caBur B aTMocdepe. Tpu bugLuTekca.
PTbl HANONHWAWCH CHOHOM, SI3bIKU BNUTA/IN €€ C HETOPOM/IMBLIM U Ca-
[0CTpacTHbIM cMakoM. Tpu budLuTtekca. Mae 310 BUAAHO, UTO6 YenoBek
e no Tpu budiTekca 3a pas?!

—C T€64 NATb OLIKCOB. BbLIKCbI-TO €CTb?

—B cwmblicne, gonnapbl?

JKeHLMHa 3a CTOMKOW KMBHYNA, TaK UTO OHa, BEPOSTHO, MMena B
BUAY 6aKchbl.

—3T0 Kak, BMeCTe C MMBOM? —CNPOCW/ CTPENOK, YNblIOHYBLUMCL., —
Vnn 3a nMBO NnatuTb OTAENbHO?

XeHwwwmHa He ynblibHynack B OTBET.

—Thbl criepBa NOKaXXW MHe AeHbIW, a MOTOM byaeT N1BO.

CTpenok BbINOXWA Ha CTOIKY 30/10Tol. Bce B3rnsabl Kak 6yarto
NPUAUMAN K MOHETE.

MpsiMO 3a CTOKOW, CneBa OT 3epkasa, CTosia MafeHbKas NepeHoc-
Hasi Meyka ¢ Telolmmm yraamu. XXKeHuMHa HblpHYa B KaKyto-TO Ka-
MOPKY 3a MEYKOI 1 BEPHYNACh Y>Ke C KYCKOM MACa, YN0XEHHbIM Ha 6y-
MaXKy. OTpe3aB TpU TOHEHBbKMX IOMTUKA, OHa LUBbIPHY/A UX Ha peLLeT-
Ky Hag yrnamu. FogHssLumiica 3anax cBogun ¢ yma. CTpenok, 04HaKo,
CTOA/1 C HENPO6MBAEMO PaBHOAYLUHbIM BUAOM, Kak bl 1 He 3aMeyas, YTo
MPOUCXOAMT BOKPYT: YyTb COMBLUMIACA PUTM NUAHWNHO, 3aMWHKY B UIpe
KapTeXKHWKOB, KOCble B3r/14bl 3aBCerjaTaes.

My>XuK, NoabupaBLUMIACS K HEMY c3aau, Obln y>Ke Ha MOAMYTKM K CBO-
eii Luenun, Korga CTPesioK yBuUaen ero oTpaxeHue B 3epkane. MNouTun co-
BCEM JIbIChIV MYXWK. Ero pyka Cygop0oXHO CKUMana pyKosiTb OrpOMHO-
r0 OXOTHWUYLEr0 HOXa, MPUKPENIEHHOTO K MOACY Ha MaHep Kobypbl.

—Caapb Ha MecTo, —CKasan CTpenok. —He HapbiBaiica, npuaTessb.

MyXuMK 3aMep Ha MecTe. Ero BepxHss ryba HernpousBosibHO Npu-
nofHANachb, Kak y ockanmBLuerocsi nca. Ha MrHoBeHue Bce 3aTuxno. A
MOTOM IbICbIA BEPHY/ICA K CBOEMY CTO/IMKY, W BCE OMSATb CTas0

KaK npexge. an



MnBo nofanu B CTEKNISAHHOM 6oKane, NpaBaa, Clerka HaaTPeCHYTOM.
—Y MeHs HeTy cfja4un, —BbI3bIBatoLLEe 06bABMIA GapMeHLLa.
—Cpaun He Hafo.

OHa cepanTo KMBHYNa, kak 6yato ee B3becmna ata OTKPOBEHHas
[EMOHCTpaums (hMHAHCOBOro 61arononyyuns, NycTb AaXe U KpaitHe Bbl-
rogHas ana Hee. OHa, BNpoyeMm, B3saa €ro 307070, a ele Yepes napy
MWHYT Ha Tapesike COMHUTE/IbHOM YNCTOTbI MOABUINCH BULLITEKCHI, TaK
1 He NMPOXXapeHHbIe MO Kpasm.

—A CO/b Y Bac ecTb?

OHa 13BneKa n3-nog CToikn conoHKy. Cob cnexanacb B KOMKM,
N CTPENKY NPULLIOCh PACKPOLUUTL ee NasibLamu.

—Xne6?

—Xneba Her.

OH 3Han, YTO OHa eMy BPET, U 3Ha/, MOYEMY OHa BPET, M PELUn He
HacTavBaTb. JIbICblii Tapaluacs Ha Hero, BbIMy4YMB CUHIOLLHbIE T/1a3];
ero pyku T0 COXUMa/IUCh B KYNaKu, TO BHOBb PaKMMaIMCb Ha pacTpec-
KaBLUeMcs, BbiepbieHHOM cTonle. Ho3apu pasMepeHHO pasgyBamch,
BMNMBas 3anax msca. JlagHo, X0Tb Tak. 3a MOHIOXaTb AeHbIM He BepyT.

CTtpenok npucTynun K ege. OH eN CoKOHO, He TOPOMSCh 1 Kak ByATo
He YyBCTBYS BKyCa —IPOCTO pa3pe3a MsCO Ha Ma/leHbKMEe KyCOUKM 1 OT-
NpaBsn Ux B pOT, CTapasch He yMaTh O TOM, KaK MOT/1a BbIrsAeTh Ta KO-
pOBa, KOTOPYHO OH celivac ecT. bapmeHLLUa ckasana, YTo Msco unctoe. Hy faa,
Kak xe! A CBMHbY BbINISICLIBAOT KamMmMasly Nog MeLoyHoi JyHoiA.

OH Joen No4Ty BCe, YTO ObI10, 1 COBUPACH YXKe 3aKasaTb €eLLe NMBa
1 CBEPHYTb ManupoCKy, Kak BAPYT KTO-TO TPOHYA €ro 3a Mevo.

OH BAPYT OCO3H&, YTO B 3a/1€ OMNATb CTa/I0 TUXO W MOA03PUTENBHO
HanpsxeHHo. CTpenok 06epHyca 1 ynepcsa B3rns40M B INLO CTapyka,
KOTOpbIlA cnan y fBepeid, Korja oH Bowlen B 6ap. 3To 6bII0 CTpaLLHOe
Lo, No-HacTosWweMy cTpawiHoe. OT CTapuKa Tak 1 Heco 6ec-TpaBoil.
W rnasay Hero 6ObInn XXyTKMe: HEMUTatoLLMe 1 3aCTbIBLINE —T/1a3a Mpo-
KNATOr0 YenoBeKa, KOTOPbIA rNALUT, HO HE BUAUT. 3TO Obinuv rnasa, Ha-
Bcerga 0b6palleHHbIe BHYTPb, B CTEPUIbHbIN, BLIXOMOLLEHHbIA af Henog-
B/IACTHbLIX KOHTPO/IO CO3HaHWS Tpe3, pasHy34aHHbIX CHOB, YTO NOAHSA-
JNCb N3 3N0BOHHBIX TPACKH MOACO3HAHUS.

YKeHLMHa 3a CTOliKOI 13fana cnabblii CTOH.

PacTpeckaHHble ry6bl CKpUBMINCh, PACKPbINNCL, 06HaXKas 3e/eHble,
Kak 6yaTO 3aMLuenble 3yObl, U CTPENOK nogyman: «OH YXXe iaxe He Ky-
puT ee, axyeT. OH 1 BNPaBAY ee XKyeT».

W ewe: «OH e MepTBbIil. HaBepHOe, rog Kak nomep.

W noTom elue: «YenoBek B UepHOM. be3 Hero sBHO He 060LLNOCHY.

OHM CMOTPENN Jpyr Ha Apyra: CTPeNoK 1 CTapyK, YXKe WarHyBLIWi
3a rpaHb 6e3ymus.

OH 3aroBopus, 1 CTPEOK 3aCTbif1, MOPaXKEHHBINA: K HEMY 06-
an pawanuck Boicokum Cnorom MNineasa!



—Cpenaii M1NocTb, CTPENOK-Cai. He noxkaneid 3on0Toid. OanH 30-
NOTOW —3TO0 X Takas 6e3genuua.

Bbicokuin Crior. B nepBsblil MUT pasyM CTpesika 0TKasascs ero Boc-
NpWHATb. MpoLwnio cTonbko neT —bBoxe npasblit! —npoLwny Beka, Thbi-
caYeneTus; HMKakoro Beicokoro Crora LaBHO y»ke HeT. OH —nochne-
AHuiA. MocnegHuii cTpenok. Bee ocTabHbIE. ..

OLIENOMNEHHBI, OH CYHYN PYKY B HarpygHblii kapMaH W goctan
30/10TYI0 MOHETY. PacTpeckaHHas, ucuapanaHHas pyka B NATHaX raHr-
PeHbI NPOTSAHYNACh 3a Held, HEXXHO Nornaguna, NoOAHANA BBEPX, Tak 4To-
Obl B 30/10T€ OTPa3nI0Ch MACASHUCTOE MepLiaH/e KePOCUHOBbLIX fam.
MoHeTa 0T6pocuna caepXKaHHbIA ropablili 0T6NeCK: 3010TUCTLIN, 6arpo-
BbliA, KPOBaBbIA.

—AaaaxXXXXXXX... —HEBHATHOE BblpaXKeHVe yA0BobCTBMA. MoLwaT-
HYBLUUCb, CTAPUK Pa3BepPHY/ICA 1 ABMHYCA K CBOEMY CTOMMKY, AepXa
MOHETY nepeg rnasamu. KpyTun ee Tak 1 3Tak, AEMOHCTPMPYS BCEM Mpu-
CYTCTBYIOLLMM.

Kabak 6b1cTpo nycten. CTBOPKM BXOAHLIX ABEPEN X10Manu, CIOBHO
Kpblbs B36eCcMBLUECA NeTy4eil Mbilun. Tanep 3aXI0NHY KPbILLKY CBO-
ero MHCTPYMeHTa ¥ BblLUeN CNeAoM 3a OCTalbHbIMW —LUMPOYEHHbBIMM
TeaTpasbHO-LUYTOBCKMMU LUaramu.

—Llle6! —KpuKHyna 6apMeHLla eMy BAOrOHKY. B ee ronoce npu-
4yy4/IMBO MepemMeLlannch B3gopHas 3106a n cTpax. —LLe6, ceidvac xe
BepHuch! YTo 3a uepT!

CTapuk TeM BpeMeHeM BEPHY/ICS 3a CBOI CTONMK. Cen, KpyTaHyn
30/10TYI0 MOHETY Ha BblLLep6ieHHON cTonewHnue. Ero nonymepTBble
rnasa He OTPbIBasCh CNEAMIN 3a Heli —3aBOPOXKEHHbIE 1 MyCcThie. Korga
MOHETa OCTaHOBM/IACb, OH KPYTaHYN ee eLLe pa3, MOTOM —€LLe, ero BeKu
oTsbkenenu. Nocne 4eTBEPTOro pasa ero rosiosa yrasna Ha CTON eLLe NPex-
[Je, YeM MOHeTa OCTaHOBMAC.

—Hy BOT, —C TUXMM 6eLLeHCTBOM NpOroBopuia 6apmeHLua. —Bcex
K/IMEHTOB MHe pacnyran. [JoBoneH?

—BepHyTCH, Kyaa OHM feHyTCs, —OTO3BasICA CTPESIOK.

—Ho yx He cerogHs.

—A 310 KT0? —OH YyKazan Ha TpaBoeja.

—A He nowen 6kl Tbl B Xxomny. C3iA.

—MHe Hafio 3HaTb, —TepnesMBoO NPOroBOPMA CTPenokK. —OH...

—OH TaK CMeLLHO ¢ Tobol pa3roBapueasn, —ckasana oHa. —HopT B
YKU3HW TaK He roBopu.

—4 nwy ogHoro venoseka. Tbl O/IKHA €ro 3Hatb.

OHa cMOTpenia Ha Hero B Yrop, ee 3/10CTb NMOTUXOHEUKY BblAbIXa/ach.
OHa CNOBHO YTO-TO MPUKUAbIBaNa B yMe, a MOTOM B €€ r/1a3ax NnosiBusCs
HanpPsHKEHHBINA 1 BNaXKHbI GNECK, KOTOPbI CTPENOK YXKe BUAEN He pas.
MoKoCUBLLEECS CTPOEHME UTO-TO BbICKPUIbLIBASIO MPO Cebsl, CNoB-

HO B rNy6OKOI 3a4yMUMBOCTY. [e-TO NCTOLLHO Nlasiaia cobaka. n*



Crpenok xgan. OHa yBuaena, YTo OH NOHSS, U FONOAHBIA 6NeCK CMeHU-
s 6e3bICXOAHOCTbIO, HEMbIM XEJlaHVEeM, Y KOTOPOTo He 6bI/10 rosoca.

—Mot0 LieHy Thl 3Haellb, HaBepHOe, —CKas3ana OHa. —PaHblue A Ha
MY>KUKOB He 6pocanach, 3TO OHW Ha MeHsi 6pocannck. Ho Tenepb Bce He
TaK, KaK paHbLle. A MHe O4YeHb HYXXHO.

OH cMOTpen Ha Hee B yrop. B TemHoTe wpama 6yaeT He BUaHo. Ee
TeNo He CMOT/IN COCTapUTb HW NYCTbIHA, HW NECOK, HW eXXeAHeBHbIN TA-
Xenbli Tpyg. OHO 6b1710 BOBCE He ApS6/bIM, a XyAbIM U NOATAHYTLIM.
KOrfa-To OHa 6blna 04eHb XOPOLLIEHbKOM, MOXET ObITb, AAXKE KPAaCUBOIA.
Ho 3T0 y)Xe He umeno 3HaveHus. [axe ecnum 6bl B CyXoid 1 6ecniogHoO
UepHOTe ee YTPO6bI KOMOLIMANCE MOTU/IbHbIE YepBU, BCe PaBHO BCE /Y-
yunniocb 6bl MMEHHO Tak. Bce 6bI1o npegonpeseneHo. MpegHavepTaHo
Ybeli-TO PYKOI B KHUTe Ka.

OHa 3aKpblia MU0 pykamu. B Hell elle ocTaBaMCh Kakne-T0 COKU:
4TOObI 3aM1aKaTb, XBaTuIO.

—He cMoTpu!He Hafo Tak Ha MeHs cMOTpeTh! A He Kakasa-To rpas-
Has wnoxal

—IpocTy, —cKasan cTpenok. —H 1 B MbIC/ISX MOJ0BHOM0 He AepyKas.

—Bce BblI Tak rosopute!

—3aKpoii 3aBefieHne 1 Nnoracu Ceer.

OHa nnakana, He OTHUMAasA PyK OT nua. EMy NoHpaBmioch, 4To OHa
3aKpbIBaeT L0 pyKamu. He 13-3a Lwpama, HeT, NPOCTO 3TO Kak 6bl BO3-
BpaLLano eli ecim He AeBCTBEHHOCTb, TO ObIIYIO AEBUYECKYIO CTbIANN-
BOCTb. bynaska, 4To fep>kana 6peTenbKy nnatbs, No6necknBana B Mac-
NAHOM CBETE f1am.

—OH HUYero He yTawmT? Ecam Xouellb, MOTY ero BbIrHaTh.

—Het, —npowenTana oHa. —HOPT HWUKOr a HAYEro He Kparn.

—Torpa racu cBer.

OHa ybpana pykv € nvua, TONbKO KOrja 3allna emy 3a cnuHy. Mo-
TOM MOTYLUMNA BCE Namnbl, O4HY 3a APYroii: JOMro Xo4una no 3any, noa-
KpyuuBana putunu, 3agysana naama. A rnotom, B TEMHOTE, OHa B3fna
ero 3a pyky. Ee pyka 6bina Tennoii. OHa yBefia ero BBepx no fecTHULE.
Tam He 6b110 CBeTa.

OH cBepHyn BO TbMe JBe CaMOKPYTKU, PacKypun 0be 1 0Taan OgHy
eli. KomHaTa xpaHuna ee 3anax —Tporare/bHblil apoMaT CBeXei cupe-
HW. Ho 3anax nycTbiHW ero 3a6usan. CTPenok BAPYr NOHAN: OH 6ouTca
MYCTbIHW, YTO XKAana Brepesu.
— Ero 30ByT HopTt, —ckKasana oHa. Jaxe Teneps ee
42 He caenancs msarde. —Ipocto HopT. OH MepTBblii.



CTpenok monya »paan npoAoKeHNS.

—Ero KocHynach fecHuua boxus.

CTpenok ckasan:

—4 Hu pasy Ero He Bugen.

—CKO/bKO 51 ce651 NOMHIO, OH BCe Bpems Obln 34eck... HopT, 1 umeto
B BUAy, He bor. —OHa ycmexHynach B TeMHoTe. —O/HO Bpems OH Mnoga-
pabaTbiBas Tem, 4TO Pa3Bo3Wa MO ABopaM Haso3. IMotom 3anun. Ctan
HIOXaTb TpaBy. A MOTOM U KypuTb. [eTn TacKannchb 3a HUM MOBCIOAY,
Mpoxogdy emy He AaBanu, C06aK HayCbK1BaIN. Y Hero Obinn Takue 3efe-
Hble CTapble LLapoBapbl, U OT HUX XKYTKO BOHANMO. Tbl NOHNMaELLL?

-Aa.

—OH Hayas ee eBaTb. 104 KOHeL, y>ke MpocTo cuaen 1 Boo6LLE HU-
yero He fenas. [axe ecTb nepectasl. HaBepHoe, Boo6paXkan cebs Kopo-
nem. JeTuLLIKKW, HaBepHoe, bk ero LwyTamu, a cobaku —puaBopHbIMAN.

-Aa.

—Tomep oH TyT, B akKypat Ha nopore. LLlen no ynuuge, canoramu
CBOVMM LL/ENA... CANorn-To CoNAaTcKue Obiin, HOCU X —HE CHOCULL...
OH WX Halle/ Ha CTapoM MOMUTOHE... B O6OLLEM, LLIeN OH NO YNuLe, Hy W,
KaK BOAWTCSH, CefoM —aeTULKM ¢ cobakamu. BMUAOK Y Hero 6bin ele
ToT! Kak BOT BeLlasiku, YTo U3 MPOBOJIOKM, EC/IN UX COBPATL U CKPYTUTD
BCe BMecTe. B rfasax y Hero C/i0BHO afioB OrOHb ropes, a OH eLle YXMbl-
nancs. Takoi, 3Haellb, OCKaJ... MabILLHA BbIPE3aeT MOXOXMe POXM Ha
ThbIKBax B KaHyH Bonblioil XKaTebl. A yXK HeCn0 OT Hero, kowmap! U
rPA3blO, U THUNbIO, W TPaBKol. OHa, 3HaeLlb, CTeKana Mo yroakam ero
pTa, KaK 3eneHas KpoBb. {1 Tak Aymato, OH cobupasics BOMTM 1 nocny-
Wath, Kak LLle6 nrpaeT. M1 6yKBanbHO yXxe Ha nopore BApyr 3amep, ro-
NIOBY BCKMHYN. S ero Buaena, Ho nofymana, 4YTo OH KapeTy ycbiwan,
XOTS AN KapeTbl Oblf0 paHOBaTO. A MOTOM €ro BbIpBa/1O, YEPHbIM Ta-
KVM, C KPOBbHO. J1e3/10 BCe Yepes 3Ty ero YXMbIKY, KakK CTOYHble BOAb!
yepes peLLeTKy. Ay BOHSNO... yylle C yMa CONTH, YecTHoe cnoBo. OH
BCKVHYN PYKN U Kak OTKMoumncs. Mpocto ynan v Bce. Tak 1 ymep €
3TON YXMbINKOI Ha rybax. B cBoeit ke 6/1eBOTUHeE.

—/[lo6pas Takas nctopus.

—a, cnacmbo, cail. Kakoe MecTo, Takas UCTOPWS.

Ee 6una gpoxks. BeTep CHapyXwu Tak W He yHanca. ['ae-1o xnonana
[Bepb, [aneko-aneko —kKak 3ByK, MPUrpesuBLLNIACA BO CHe. B cTeHe Ko-
MOLUMMNC MbILLW. «Hafo AyMaThb, 3T0O —eJMHCTBEHHOE 3aBefleHNe BO BCEM
ropofke, rae MblliaM ecTb YeM MOXMBUTLCA», —M0AyMas CTpenok. OH
MONOXWN PYKY el Ha XMBOT. OHa B34POrHyna, HO TYT e paccnabunace.

—UYenosek B YepHOM, —CKas3as CTPenoK.

—Ano4YeMy Heflb3sl KMHYTb Nanky v cpasy 3acHyTb? HO Tbl OT MeHA
He OTCTaHeLLb, KaK A1 MOHMMal0, MOKa A BCe He pacCKaxy?

—NMHe Hafo 3HaTb.

—/agHo. A pacckaxy. —OHa CXana ero nafoHb 06enmun
pyKamu 1 pacckasasna Bce. 43



OH 3asBusICA Nog, Beyep, B TOT AeHb, koraa ymep Hopt. BeTep B TOT
Beuep pasbyLueBasncs: paccenBas BEPXHWIA CMOI MOYBbI, MOAHVMMAN B
BO3/yX MecyaHyto neneHy, BbipbIBaJl C KOPHEM eLLe He[03PEBLUYIO KYKY-
py3y. Xbtoban KeHHepnn 3anep KOHIOLWHIO, a TOProBLbl, AepXXasLuune
NaBKK, 3aKPblN BCe OKHA CTaBHAMM U 3a10XMNM UX gockamu. He6o
ObI10 XENTbIM, LiBETA 3aCKOPY3/0r0 CbIpa, U TyUW HECIUCh B BbILLUVHE,
KakK ByATO 4TO-TO UX Hamyraio B 6e36peXXHbIX NpOCcTopax NyCTbIHK, Haj
KOTOPOW OHY TO/bKO-TO/IbKO MPOMYAKCh.

OH npuviexan B fpebe3xalLieli NOBO3Ke C MapyCMHOBbIM BEPXOM, Obto-
wyMcs Ha BeTpy. OH ynblbancs: Kak roBopuTcs, ynblbouka [0 YLuei.
oan Habnopanm, Kak OH BbERKAET B FOPOAOK, U CTapuKk KeHHepnw,
KOTOpbIIA f1IeXaN Y OKHa, CKMMast B OAHOI pyKe Moyvatyto ByTbifKyY, a B
[pyroil —pacnyTHYH Fopsyyto NaoThb (2 MMEHHO JIEBYO Tpyab CBOEN
BTOPOW [OYKM), PELLNA He OTKPbIBATb, €M TOT nocTyuut. Hy, Bpoge
Kak HVWKOro HeTy fioma.

Ho yenoBek B YePHOM MPOEXa MUMO KOHIOLLIHW, [aXKe He MpuocTa-
HOBMBLUMCb. Ko/eca NOBO3KM BpaLLaneh, B36MBasA Nbl/b, 1 BETEP XALHO
XBaTan ee, YHOCs npoyb. OH MOr ObiTb CBALLEHHUKOM WM MOHAXOM —
Cy£A MO 3aMOpOLLUEHHOV MbI/bH YEPHOI CyTaHe C LUMPOKUM KartoLLOHOM,
MOKPbIBABLUMM BCO FOI0BY 1 CKPbIBABLUMM UL, TaK YTO Oblan BUAHbI
TO/IbKO TOHKME Ty6bl, pacTHYTble B 3TOW XXYTKOW JOBO/IbHON Y/bIOKE.
CyTaHa pa3BeBanach 1 xsionasna Ha BeTpy. 3-nog nonbl Topyanu Keag-
paTHbIe HOCbI TSXKENbIX Canor ¢ MacCUBHLIMU NMPSXKKaMU.

OH ocTaHoBU/CA Y 3aBefeHua LLleba. Tam 1 NpuBA3an KOHs, KOTO-
PbliA cpa3y e MPUHANCA TbiKaTbCA HOCOM B roMyo 3emto. Pa3Bssas
BEPEBKY, CKPEMNABLUYIO NapyCcUHY Ha 3a/ike MOBO3KW, YeN0BeK B Yyep-
HOM BbITaLLW/ CTapblil MOTEPThIV LOPOXHBIA PHOK3aK, 3aKMHYN €ro 3a
nneyo v BoLlen B 6ap.

ANKC yCTaBMIach Ha HEro € HeCKpPbIBaeMbIM NHOBOMbITCTBOM, HO 60/1b-
LLie HUKTO He 3aMeTun, Kak OH BoLuen. Bce uspsaHo Hagpanuce. LLle6 Hau-
rpblBas METOAMCTCKME TMMHbI B PBAHOM PUTME perTaima. Y6eneHHble
CcefiMHaMV I060TPACHI, KOTOpbIE NOATAHY/INCh B TOT A€Hb MOPaHbLLE, Y4TO-
6bI nepexaaTb Bypto U NOMAHYTL B 603e MoumBLIEro Hopta, yxxe ycnenm
OXPUMHYTb —HY elLLie 6bl, BECb jeHb TOMIbKO 1 AeNat0T, YTO HammMBakoTCs 1
ropnaHsaT necHu. LLle6, NbsHbIA BAPBI3M U 04ypMaHeHHbI BO30YXaato-
LU MbIC/IbIO, YTO CaM OH MOKa ELLEe He PacrpoLLasCs C XM3HbIO, Urpan ¢
KaKWM-TO HEVCTOBbIM MbUIOM. MasiblLibl TaK W NeTann Mo KnasumLam.

Xpunnble BONW He NepeKpbiBany BOM BETPA CHapPYXu, HO MHOI pa3
Ka3an0Cb, YTO My YeSI0BEUECKMX F0/I0COB GPOCAET eMy Aep3KMii BbI30B.

3axapu, yeMHUBLUUCH B Yriy ¢ IMK DenbfoH, 3aKUHY HOKN
an eli Ha ronoBy W PUCOBAN Y Hee Ha KOMEHsAX CUMBO/bI XKaTBbl.



ELLe HECKO/bKO YXEHLLMH XOAW/N, YTO Ha3bIBAeTCA, Mo pyKam. Moxoxe,
4TO BCe NMpebbiBa/IM B KAKOM-TO FOPSAYeYHOM BO36YXKAEHUN. A MYTHBIA
CBET 3aTeHEHHOro Gypeii AHA, NPOHMKaBLUWIA CKBO3b CTBOPKW BXOAHOA
[Bepu, Kak ByATO HaCMeXasca Hag HUMW.

HopTa nonoxunun B LEeHTpe 3aa Ha ABYX CABWUHYTbIX BMeCTe CTO-
nax. Hocbl ero congarckmx canor 06pasoBasin TanHCTBEHHYHO 6yKBY V.
HWXHAS YentocTb 0TBUCNA B BAOW YCMELLIKE, XOTS KTO-TO BCE-Taku y0-
CYXXMWJICA 3aKPbITb MY I/1a3a 1 MOMOXUTb Ha HUX M0 MOHeTKe. B pyku,
CNIOXKEHHbIE Ha rPyA4K, BCTaBUIN Ny4YOK 6ec-Tpasbl. HECNO OT Hero Koww-
MapHO —KaKO-TO OTpaBoiA.

UenoBek B YePHOM CHSI/1 KamioLOH U NOAOLUEN K CTOKe. SNC Ha-
6nogana 3a H1M, OLLYLLLAs TPEBOTY, CMELLaHHY CO 3HAKOMbIM, Fo104-
HbIM >XelaHMeM, CKpbITbIM B cambIX ry6uHax ee ectectBa. OH He HOCKN
HUKaKNX OT/IMYMTENbHbIX 3HAKOB PE/IMrMO3HOT0 OpAeHa, X0Td caMmo Mo
cebe 3TO eLLe HUYEro He 3HaYuo.

—BWuCcKn, —ckaszan OH. Y Hero 6bia NPUATHBIA FON0C, TUXUIA N MAT-
Kuil. —TONbKO XOPOLLEro BUCKK, nanyns.

OHa nowapuna nog npuaaBkom u goctana 6yTbinky «Crap». OHa
MOrf1ia 6bl BCYUMTb EMY MECTHO CMBYXW, BbIaB ee 3a flyullee, Y4TO Y HUX
€CTb, HO BCe e flocTana HoOpMasbHbIA BUCKW. MoKa OHa HamMBana, Ye-
NOBEK B YEPHOM CMOTPE/T Ha Hee, He 0TPbIBasACh. Y Hero 6611 60/bLIKe,
Kak 6yATO CBETALMECH rNasa. bbino CANWKOM TEMHO, UTOObI TOUHO Of-
pefennTb Ux UugeT. Fonog BHYTpY HapacTta. MbsHble BONIN U BbIKPUKY
He YMO/IKa/IM HW Ha MrHoBeHMe. LLleb, HUKYeMHbIli KacTpart, urpan ruMmH
0 XpUCTOBOM BOMHCTBE, U KTO-TO YroBopws TeTywKy Munnu cnets. Ee
rofioc, CKpUNy4mii, NPOTMBHBINA, BPe3acs B MbsHbIA Iy ro10coB, C/10B-
HO TOMOP C TyMbIM /IE3BMEM —B Yepen TeneHKa Ha 60iiHe.

—3i, dnmm!

OHa nowia NpUHUMATL 3aKas, 3aJeTas MOMYaHWEM He3HaKomLua,
YA3B/IEHHAA B3rIS40M €ro CTPaHHbIX r/1a3 HEMOHATHOrO LBeTa U CBOUM
HECTMXAOLLMM XOKeHMeM B naxy. OHa 60snack CBOMX >xefaHuid. OHu
6bI/M Kanpy3Hbl. W He NOAUUHANNCH el DTV XKeNaHUs MOrn BbITb CUM-
NTOMOM 6ONbLUMX MEPEMEH, & Te, B CBOK O4epefb, —MNPU3HAKOM NOA-
CTynatoLLieli CTapocTu, a CTapocTb B Tanne Bcerga 6bina KpaTKow v ropb-
KOM, KaK 3MHWIA 3aKarT.

BOYOHOK € NBOM Y>ke onycTesl. OHa OTKPbIIA ELLE OAUH. YXK Nyule
BCE cflenaTb caMoiA, Yem npocuTb LLle6a. KoHeuHo, OH MPUOEXNT, Kak nec,
KOTOpPbIM, COBCTBEHHO, OH W 6bI/1, MPUBEXUT MO NepsoMy 30BY 1 IM6O No-
pexxeT cebe nanbubl, MO0 NPONLET BCe NMBO. MOKa OHa BO3nack ¢ 60-
YOHKOM, He3HaKOMeL, CMOTpen Ha Hee. OHa YyBCTBOBa/1a €ro B3I/,

—NMHoro y Bac TyT Hapofly, —CKasa/l OH, KOrfja oHa BO3BpaTu/iach
3a CTOKy. OH eLLe He NPUTPOHY/CA K CBOEMY BWMCKU, a MPOCTO KaTan
CTaKaH Mexzay NafoHAMM, YTo6bl COrpeTb HanuUTOoK.

—Y Hac TyT NOMUHKK, —CKa3ana oHa.

—&¢1 3amMeTun/1 NOKOHOrO. 45



—HwuKy4eMHbIe NHOAN, —CKasaia OHa C BHe3amnHo 31060, —HWK-
YEMHbIE 0N,

—370 MX Bo36YXaaeT. OH ymep. OHN —elLLe HeT.

—OHW cMeAnnch Hag HUM MPK XKN3HW. I OHN He [O/KHbI U3LeBaTh-
CS Ha, HAM XOTA Bbl Tenepb. ITO HEXOPOLLO. JT0... —OHa 3amnHynack, He
3Has, KaK BbIPa3nTb CBOKO MbIC/Ib: YTO 3TO U MOYEMY 3TO MEP3KO.

—TpaBoen?

—/al AuToO elle Y Hero 6bINo B XU3HN?

B ee ronoce ABCTBEHHO C/bILLAIOCL 0OBUHEHWE, HO HE3HAKOMEL, He
OTBeN a3, U OHa BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBASA, KaK KPOBb >KapKO BOJHOM
npununa e K nuuy.

—Mpowuy npoLeHns. Bebl, HaBepHoe, CBALLEHHUK? Bawm, [O/MKHO
6bITb, BCE 3TO NPOTUBHO?

—+ He CBALLEHHWK, U MHe He NPOTUBHO. —OH OCYLUWA CTaKaH BUC-
KV OfHWUM TNIOTKOM U fiaxke He nomopLumncs. —Eule, noxanyiicrta. Eue
OVH 1 OT JyLUW, KaK roBOPAT B O4HOM MUPE, TYT MO COCEACTBY.

OHa He NoHANa, YTo 3TO 3HAYUT, HO Nobosnacs CrpPoOCUTb.

—To0NbKO cnepsa NoKaXxunTe AeHbrn. MNpoLly npoLueHus.

—HeT HafobHOCTW U3BUHATLCA.

OH BbINOXW/T Ha NPUIABOK HEPOBHYHO CepebpsAHY0 MOHETY, ToN-
CTY}O C OAHOr0 KOHLLA 1 MOTOHbLLIE —C JPYroro, M OHa CKasana, Kak Ccka-
XET NOTOM:

—Y MeH$ HeTy caauun.

OH nuLWb MOTHYAN rO/0BOW M C paccesHHbIM BUAOM FNsgen Ha cTa-
KaH, NoKa OHa Ha/fIMBasa emy elle BUCKM.

—BblI y Hac Kak, npoe3fomM? —cnpocuia oHa.

OH J0nro monyan, 1 OHa y)xe cobpanack NOBTOPUTL CBOI BOMpOC,
KaK BAPYr OH Pa3fpaXXeHHO TPAXHY/ rO/I0BOWA.

—He Hago ceitvac roBopuTb 0 Takux NycTakax. B mpucyTcTaum
CMepTH.

OHa npuymonkna, obmkeHHaa 1 nopaxkeHHas. OH, JO/MKHO 6bITb,
conra/, Korfa ckasan eil, 4tTo OH —He CBALLEeHHMK. Conran, YTobbl ee
NCMbITaTb.

—OH Tebe HpaBWCA, —MNPOU3HEC HE3HaKoMeL, 6YAHUYHbIM TO-
Hom. —/[1a?

—KT10? HopT? —OHa paccmesnach, NPUKUHYBLUUCH Pa3fpaXkeH-
HOM, YTOObI CKPbITb CMYyLLiEHNE. —I10-MOeMY, BaM /yuLLE...

—Tbl —pa06pas. M Tebe cTpaiHo, —POA0IKA OH. —A OH XKeBan
TpaBKy. 3arfifAblBan Cc YepHOro Xxoja B af. V1 BoT oH —cmMoTpu. OH yLwern,
1 Bepb 3a HWM 3ax/0MNHYNach, a Tbl AyMaellb, 6yATO ee He OTKPOHOT,
MoKa He NpPUAEeT TBOE BPEMSA MEePecTynuUTbL 3TOT NOpPOr, A He npas?

—BbI uT0, NbAHLI?

— MwuwwTtep HOPTOH OTKMHYN KOMbITa, —MNPOroBOpw)
Af. pacres Ye/noBeK B YepHOM, Tak YTO BCe 3TO MPO3BYYasno A3BU-



TeNIbHO U n3fesaTenibckn. —OH mMepTB. Kak 1 Bce 34ech. Kak Tbl. Kak
BCE Bbl.

—Y6upaliTecb OTCIOAA.

Ee oxBaTuna xonogHas gpoXb OTBPALLEHWs, HO BHU3Y XXMBOTA Mo-
NpeXHeMy pa3nnBanoch TeMso.

—Bce B nopsgke, —ckasan oH MArko. —Bce B NOAHOM Nopsfke.
Mogoxan. MogoXan v yBuanLLb.

Tenepb OHa pa3rna4ena ero rnasa: ronybele. B ronose y Hee NosBu-
Nacb KakKas-To CTpaHHas NerkocTb, C/IOBHO OHa NPUHANA SypMaHSLLEero
CHafo6bA.

—MepTB, KaK v BCe Bbl, —0BTOPWU/ OH. — T bl BUAULLL?

OHa Tyno KMBHYNa, N OH paccMesica —3BOHKMM, CU/TbHBIM W YNC-
TbIM CMexoM. Bce Kak oguH 06epHynmch K Hemy. OH 06Bes B3rnsgom
3a/1, BHe3anHo cAenasLMChb LieHTPOM BHUMaHmA. TeTywka Mwunau 3an-
Hynacb W 3amof4ana, TO/bKO OT3BYK BbICOKON CKpUMy4ei HOTbI elle
[pOoXas1, pacTekasicb B Bo3gyxe. LLle6 cbuncsa ¢ putma n 0CTaHOBW/CS.
Bce ¢ 6eCnoKoNCTBOM yCTaBUANCL Ha Yykaka. CHapy>Xu No cTeHam
LUypLUIan Mecok.

TuwMHa 3aTAHYNacb. Y SnKUC NepexsaTusio AbixaHue. OHa onycTu-
na rnasa n yBuAena, YTto ee pykKun CKUMAatOT XXUBOT MOA CTOlKoi. Bce
CMOTPENN Ha vyXaka. OH —Ha HUX. A MOTOM OH ONATb paccMescs CBO-
MM CU/IbHBIM CBOBOAHBIM CMEXOM —CMEXOM, C KOTOPbIM Hefb3s He CUU-
TaTbcA. Ho 60nbLUe HAKTO He paccmesncs. Hukro.

—$1 nokaxxy Bam 4yao! —BbIKPUKHYN OH. HO OHW b CMOTPENK
BO BCe I/1a3a, KaK CMOTPAT Ha (POKYCHMKA MOCAYLUHbIe AETU, Y)KE CNLL-
KOM 60nbLUME U B3POC/bIE, YTOObI BEPUTb B €r0 Yyaeca.

UenoBek B YepHOM pe3Ko MoAasica Briepe, v TeTylika Munnwv B cTpa-
Xe oTLWaTHyMacb. OH CBMPENO OCKaNWACA W LWAEMHY/ ee N0 OFPOMHOMY
ny3y. OHa KOPOTKO XOXOTHY/1a —10MMMO COBCTBEHHOIN BONM 1 HEOXKU-
[aHHO N5 cebsl caMOoii, —Mu YeSIOBEK B YEPHOM CNPOCWUST:

—TakK nydwle, npasga?

TeTywka Munam onaTe 3axmxukana, a NOTOM BAPYT pa3pblianach
1 He pa3bupasa goporu 6pocunack 3a nopor. Bee ocTanbHble MOYa CMOT-
penw el Bcned. Kaxercs, cobrpanach 6yps: YepHble TyUy MUanuch apyr
3a Ipyrom, B3AbIMasicb 1 onafasl, kak BosHbI, Ha )oHe 6enoro Heba. Ka-
KOI-TO MY)KUMHa, 3aCTbIBLUWNIA Y MMAHMHO € N03abbITON KPY>KKOI N1Ba B
PYyKe, BOPYT 3aCTOHa.

UenoBek B YepHOM BCTan nepes HOpTOM, B3rNsiHYN Ha HErO CBEPXY
BHM3 1 yCMeXHYAcs. BeTep Bbin, BOMMA M 6eCHOBAICA CHapyXu. UTo-To
TSHKenoe 1 60bLUIOE YAapUIOCh B CTEHY TaBEPHbI U OTCKOUM/IO MPOYb.
OfWH 13 MY>XYUH, CTOSIBLUUX Y CTONKM, HEOXXMLAHHO BCTPEMEHY/ICS W
BbILLIE/ 32 ABepPb. Pelunn, 4onXHO BbITh, UTO AOMa OYAET CrOKOHee. [pom
6bIN MOX0X Ha HaTY)XHbIl Kallle/lb KAKOr0-HMOYab MPUXBOPHYB-

Lero 6ora. AT



—  Xopowo, —0CK1abuacs YenoBeK B YEPHOM. —3aMeyaTesibHo.
YTo X, npucTtynum.

CrapartefibHO Lenach, OH NpUHANCA nnesaTb HopTy B Muo. CntoHa
3abnectena Ha 16y y NOKOMHOTO, CTeKas XXEMUY>KHbIMU KarasMu no ero
KPHOUYKOBATOMY HOCY, MOXOXEMY Ha BblOPUTbINA KIIHOB.

PyKkn 9nu1c nog CToKoi 3apaboTany elue bbicTpee.

LLle6 pacxoxoTasics, Aa Tak, UTo aX COrHy/ICA Monosam 1 TyT Xe 3a-
Kawnsancs, oTxapkmeas NUMKUE KOMKM MOKPOTbI. UenoBek B YEPHOM
0J006pUTENBHO PbIKHY ¥ NOCTY4an ero no cnuHe. LLe6 yXmblnbHyncs,
CBEPKHYB 30/10TbIM 3y60M.

Koe-kT0 y6exkan. OcTanbHble crpyaunuce Bokpyr Hopta. Bce ero
NN, CKNagKn Apsb/oli 1 CMOPLLEHHOW KOXKIM Ha Lee 1 BepX rpyaun Te-
nepb 61eCTeNN OT Barn —TaKoii AparoLeHHON B 3TOM 3aCyLL/IMBOM Kpae.
A NOTOM A0XAb CNIOHbI BAPYT npekpaTuncs. Kak no komaHge. Cnbila-
NOCb TOMBKO AbIXaHWE, TSHXKENO0E, XPUNIIOoe.

UenoBek B YePHOM BHe3anHO NOAa/Ccs Briepes W, COrHyBLUNCh, Me-
peneTen Yepes TPyM, ONKUCaB B BO3AyXe MaBHYH Ayry. 310 6bI10 Kpa-
CMBO, KaK BCMNecK BoAbl. OH NPU3EMINIICA Ha PYKU, PbIBKOM BCKOUUN
Ha HOrW, YXMblbHYNCA U NPbITHYN 06paTHO. KTo-TO 13 3puTeneii, 3a-
ObIBLUUCD, 3ax/10Ma B NafOLLUKM, HO TyT XKe NOMNATWACS, BbINy4YmMB rnasa,
NMOMYTHEBLLME OT y>Kaca. 3aXaB PYKOI pOT, OH PBaHY/CA K ABEPAM.

HopT weBenbHY/CA, KOr4a Ye/ioBeK B YEPHOM MepesnieTesn Yepes Hero
B TPETUIA pas.

Mo psigam 3puTenein npobexkan rayxoii ponot. BepHee, oguH-eAnH-
CTBEHHBIIA B3J0X —4 BCe CHOBA 3aTuXx/10. UenoBeK B HePHOM 3anpOKUHY/
ro/ioBy 1 3aBblf1. Ero rpyab xoguna xo4yHoM OT y4alleHHOro, Herny6oko-
ro ibIXaHUs: OH C/IOBHO HaKauuBasiCs BO3LyXOM. Bee bbicTpee 1 GbicTpee
CTaHOBW/ICb €ro NPbIKKM —OH 6YKBa/IbHO NepenuBascsa Hag Tenom Hop-
Ta, KaK BOJa U3 CTakaHa B CTakaH. B rayxoii TULWMHE ciblwancs TobKo
PBYLLMIACSA CKPEXET ero AblXaHWs 1 ryn HabupatoLlel cuny oypu.

W BoT HopT caenan rny6okwuii Baox. Ero pyku 3atpsacancb 1 npu-
HANUCb KONOTUTL NO cToNy. LLIe6 ¢ Bu3rom puHyncs 3a nopor. Cnegom
3a HUM Bblbexkana ofjHa 13 XeHLLVH.

Yenosek B YepHOM nepeneten Yepe3 HopTa eLle pas. [Ba pasa, Tpu
pasa. Teno Ha ctone coTpscana Apoxkb. Ceitvac HopT 6bin MOXOX Ha
60/bLUYIO KyK/Yy, KOTOpas BPOAE KakK 0XKMBaeT —XOTS, KOHEYHO, OHa He
XMBasi, NPOCTO Y Hee BHYTPW CKPbIT KAKON-TO YYAOBULLHbIA MEXaHU3M.
CMelLLaHHbI 3anax FHUEHWUs, PasfoXeHNA U SKCKPEMEHTOB B3AbIMasICS
yayLaiowymMmmy BonHamu. Mnasa Hopta oTKpbIIUCh.

3nmMc NoYyBCTBOBa/IA, KK HOTW caMu YHOCAT ee Hasag. OTcTynas,
OHa YTKHylacb CNMHOM B 3epKano. OHO 3a4poxasno, 1 ee BAPYr OXBaTu-
na cnenas naHnka. OHa oNpoMeTbI0 6POCKNAch BOH.

— BoT TBOE 4y0, —OTAYyBasiCb, KPUKHYN €1 BCres Yes
no B YepHOM. — [lapto. Tenepb MOXeLlb CMaTb CMOKOMHO. [axe



Takoe He HeobpaTUMo. XOTA BCe 3TO... TaK... YepPT NOAEPU... CMELLHO! —
W oH onsATb paccmesncs. XoxoT BCe OTAANANCA U OTAANANCA, NOKa OHa
Hecnacb BBEPX MO NECTHULIE U OCTAHOBWIACh TO/bKO TOrAa, KOrja 3ax-
NOMNHyna ABepb 1 3anepsa ee 3a CO60M.

MprBanuBLUMCL K CTEHE 3a 3aKPbITOl ABEPbIO, OHA ONyCTUNACch Ha
KOPTOUKM W, pacKaunBasCh B3af-Bnepes, 3alnach B UCTEPUUECKOM CMe-
Xe, KOTOPbIA CMEHWUCS MPOH3UTENbHLIM BOEM U YTOHY/ B 3aBblBaHUAX
BeTpa. Eii 6b1110 CAbILHO, KaK BHU3Y MEPTBbIA —OXMBLUNA —HOpT CcTy-
YMT Ky/sakamy no CToAy, CIOBHO KTO-TO BC/IEMYHO KOMOTUT MO KPbILLIKe
rpoba. OHa nogymMana: a 4To, MHTEPECHO, OH BUAES, NoKa nexan MepT-
BblA? 3aNOMHWA OH YTO-HMOYAb MW HET? PacCKaXKeT OH Uan HeT? Mo-
XET BbITb, TaM, BHI3Y, 06Hapy>KaTca TaiHbl 3arpobHoro mmnpa? W yto
camoe CTpaLlHoe —€ii 6bI/10 AeACTBUTENBHO NHTEPECHO.

A BHU3Y HOPT C OTpeLUeHHbIM, paccesHHbIM BUAOM Bbillen 13 6apa
Ha ynuuy, B 6ypto, UTO6bI HapBaTb cebe TpaBKU. W, MOXeT 6biTb, Yeno-
BEK B YePHOM —€eAMHCTBEHHbI OCTaBLUMIACA MOCETUTENIb —MPOBOAW
€ero B3rnagoM. Vi, MoOXeT BbiTb, OH Y/bI6a/ICA MO-MPExXHEMY.

Korga, y>e 61vKe K HOUM, OHa BCE XKe 3acTaBmia cebs CrnycTuTbCs
BHM3 C 3a¥OKEHHON NaMroi B OAHOW pyKe M YBECUCTbIM NOMEHOM —B
JPYTOi, YenoBeK B YepHOM Yxxe yiien. He 6b1710 1 noBo3ku. 3ato HopT
KaK HU1 B YeM He 6bIBaNO CUfeN 3a CTOMIMKOM Y fiBEPeii, CNOBHO OH HUKY-
Ja v He oTnyyancs. OT Hero nax/o TPaBKOM, XOTHA U He TaK CUMbHO, Kak
MOXXHO 6bIN10 OXMAATb.

OH B3rNIIHYN HA Hee 1 HeCMESO YbIGHY/ICA.

—IpuBet, dnnu.

—Tpwueet, Hopr.

OHa onycTuna NoaeHo U NPUHANACH 3aKUraTh flaMrbl, CTapasch He
MoBOPAYMBATLCA K HEMY CMIUHOW.

—MeHs KocHynach fecHuua boxus, —CcKasan oOH YyTb norogsa. —
1 60/bLUE Y>Ke HUKOraa He yMpy. OH Tak ckasan. OH obeluarn.

—XopoLuo Tebe, HopT.

JNyunHa Bbinana n3 ee Apoxallieli pyKu, 1 0Ha HaKNOHWACh ee Noj-
HATb.

—4¢1, 3HaeLWb, XOUY NPEKPaTUTL XXeBaTb 3Ty TPaBy, —CKasal OH. —
Kak-To OHO MHe He B pafioCTb YXe. [la 1 Heroxe, 4tobbl Ye/ioBeK, KOro
KOCHY/acb flecHuLa BoXus, eBan Takyto 0TpaBy.

—Hy Tak Bo3bMU 1 nNpekpatu. Yto Tebe meluaeT?

OHa Bapyr 03n106unack, 1 ata 3/7106a NOMOr/a e CHoBa yBUAETb B
HEM YEN0BEKa, a He KaK0e-TO afiCKOe CYLLECTBO, YyOM BbI3BaHHOE B MUP
XuBbIX. Mepes Heli 6bl1 06bIYHBIA MYXMK, NPULLNGAEHHBIN 1 3a6anaeB-
UM OT TPaBKM, C BUAOM MPUCTbDKEHHbIM U BUHOBATbIM. OHa yXKe He
6oanachb ero.

—MeHs nomaet, —cka3sas oH. — MHe ee Xo4eTcs, TPaBKW.

A y>Ke He MOy OCTaHOBMTbCA. DN, Tbl BCeraa obina go6poii ko aq



MHe... —OH BApYT 3anfiakan. —$ faxke yXke He MOry nepectatb ccaTb B
wraHbl. Kto 4?7 Yto a?

OHa nojoLuna K ero CToNMKy W 3aMepna B HepeLLInTelbHOCTH, He
3Has, 4TO rOBOPUT.

—OH Mor caenaTb Tak, YT06bI 51 ee He XOTeS, —BblAaBU OH CKBO3b
cne3bl. —OH MOT 3TO CLeNaThb, EC/IN YXX CMOT MEHSI OXKMBUTb. A He Xany-
HOCb, HET... He X0uy »anoBatbcs... —3aTpaB/ieHHO OrNs4eBLUNCH M0 CTO-
poHaM, OH npowlenTtan: —OH rpo3naca MeHs yOuTb, eciin A CTaHy Xa-
noBarbCA.

—MoXeT 6bITb, OH NoLwyTUA. KaxkeTcs, YyBCTBO FOMOpPA Y HEro eCTb.
MycTb 1 cBOEOGPa3HOE.

HopT gocTtan n3-3a nasyxu CBOW KWUCET U U3BNEK NMPUFOPLLHIO 6ec-
Tpasbl. OHa 6e30TYETHO yaapuna ero no pyke W, UCMyraBLUNCh, TYT Xe
OTZAEPHYNa PYKY.

—4 HuMyero He Mory nogenatb, Inan. A He MOry... —HeyKIHXUM
[BVDKEHMEM OH ONATL 3anyCcTUN PYKY B kuceT. OHa mor/ia 6bl ero ocTaHo-
BWTb, HO He cTasla. OHa 0TOLMA OT HEro M BHOBb MPUHANMACH 3aXKWraTb
namnsbl, ycTaBLIas Jo CMepTK, XOTS Beyep efga Havancsa. Ho B TOT Beuep
HUKTO He Npu1LUen —TO/bKO CTapuK KeHHep/n, KOTOpbIiA BCe MPOMyCTUA.
OH Kak 6yaTo 1 He yavsuics, yBuaes Hopta. HasepHoe, emy yxe pac-
cKasanm, 4To 6b110. OH 3akasan nuea, cnpocun, rae LLe6, u obnanan ee.

A uyTb No3Ke HOpPT nogoLuen K Heil 1 nepeaan e 3anmcky —cno-
YKEHHYH0 ByMaXKKy B TpsiCyLLeCs pyke. B pyke, KOTopas He fo/mkHa bbina
ObITb XXMBOIA.

—OH npocun nepegatb Tebe 3T0. A A YyTb He 3abbin. A ecnn Obl
3a6bl/1, OH 6bl BEPHY/ICA 1 YOUN Obl MEHS, 3TO TOYHO.

Bymara ctomna goporo, v 3TOT IMCTOK NpeAcTasnsan coboi Hema-
NYIO0 LLEHHOCTb, HO eli He X0Tenock 6path ero B pyku. Eii 6b110 NPOTUBHO
ero gepxxarb. OH OblN KAKOW-TO TSXKENbIA —4 CTpaLHbIiA. Ha HeM 6b110
HanmcaHo:

anrm*

—  OTKyga OH 3HaeT, Kak MeHd 3BaTb? —Crnpocuia oHa y Hoprta, Ho
TOT NULLb NOKayas ronoBoiA.
OHa pa3sepHyna NMMCTOK W npoysa:

CmAj~VCAj. A 00v*G)VU I t-MU U/I(j€o. 3vv»0 CAo*€0 T )B -
1>ATUPIO (y\T b. CcAaKILMAD C/0%60" U1 ULO |oAy|/1IC pAblcpOCELOSA. O H,

VM tSty 4vCxO NTbXKT/inm vCx(\Mj 201 tjoOIHb4O. 'P/IOCICIMKAj&i vCdublLj 4vvxO

Coeo: M>6bATUP(\Tb.
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Ho 1COMI-H/n5wb WiW, 08*JA**U-/IbHX> C*fOOVUED.
P} VUM REHONXAC oovu .
JJpOtVCLO kb 0N110 X 1MSb CAL[ACHAALC/N

Yjaw )

YoA&Ge 0
VS. CGogo: PBbATNAX) (W Th.
‘T KICHAA HC S80BNIR KOO0 AH A L ARS8 a/ 0T J000 TS Satic
petorrHADUIffTh.

[Ja. Boxke npaBblii. OHa 3HaNa, 4To TaK 1 6yaeT. OHO yXKe ApOXUT
Ha rybax —aTto cnoso .JeBaTHaUaTh, CKaXeT oHa. HopT, nocnywaii:
feBsiTHaguaTb. U eid oTkpotoTcs TaliHbl CMepTM —Mupa 3a rpaHbio
XU3HW.

PS50 LW MO3AHO Tbl CMPOCULLE.

HasaBTpa Bce 6bI10 MOYTU Kak BCerga, pasee UTO PeOATULLKM He
6eranu no natam 3a Hoptom. A elue yepes feHb BO30OHOBUIUCH U YIIHO-
NIOKaHbe, 1 N3LeBKW. Bce BepHYNoCh Ha Kpyru cBost. [eTuLiku cobpanu
KYKYPY3Y, BblpBaHHYt0 Oypeii, n yepe3 Hefe/nto nocne BOCKPELUEHUS
HopTa coXxrnu ee nocpeamn rnasHom ynuubl. Koctep BCRbIXHYN SPKO K1
BECesIo, M NOYTK BCE 3aBCerjaran NUBHYLLIKM BbILWN, NOLLATbIBAsACH, NO-
rnasetb. OHU ObIIN NOXOXKW Ha NEPBOOLITHLIX JIHOAEN, ANBALLMXCA Ha
OFOHb. VIX nnua Kak 6yATo Nbiiv MeXAy NASWYLWUMM A3biIKaMu nia-
MEeHU U cUsiHUEM Heba, KaK 6YATO NMPUCLINAHHOIO fleAAHbIM KPOLLEBOM.
Habntofas 3a HUMK, DK BAPYT OLLYTWMIA NPOH3NUTENbHYH 6e3bICX0a-
HOCTb. MpayHble BpeMeHa HacTynuau B Mupe. Bce pacnafanock Ha yac-
TW. V1 60Mblle HET HMKAKOro CTEXKHSA, KOTOPLIA yaepxan 6bl Myup OT
pacnaga. ['[e-To YTo-TO NOLIATHYNOCh, U KOrAa OHO YMafeT, BCe 3aKOH-
untcs. OHa B XKM3HW He BUAeNa okeaHa. W y)ke HUKOTAa He YBUANT.

— Ecnm 6bl 5 He 6osinacb, —npobopmoTana oHa. —Ecnun 6bl S He
6osinack, ecnu 6Bl ...

Ha 3ByK ee rosioca HopT nogHsan ronosy w ynbl6Hynca. MycTol
YnbI6KOI —13 caMoro afga. Ho oHa o4eHb 6051acb. PeLIMMOCTU Y Hee He
6bIn0. ToNbKo 6apHas cTolika u wpam. U ewe —cnoBo. 3a Na0THO COM-
KHYTbIMW Ty6amu. A 4TO, eC/iv N03BaTh ero NPAMo ceivac, NPUTAHYTb
6nvKe K cebe —HeCMOTps Ha KOLUMAapHYH BOHb —MW LLIENHYTb eMy Ha
yXO0... CNI0BO. Ero rnasa craHyT gpyrumu. MpespataTca B rnasa Toro —
yefioBeKa B YepHoii cyTaHe. M HopT pacckaxeT eii 0 CTpaHe CmepTu,
YTO NIEXUT 3a NPEAENamMm XXMN3HN 3EMHOI U MOTW/bHbIX YepBENA.

1 HUKOT ia He CKa>Ky emy C/loBo.

Ho yenoBsek, KOTOpbI BOCKpecun HopTa 1 ocTaBu 415 Hee 3anuc-
Ky —OCTaBW/1, C/I0BHO 3apSHKEHHBIA PeBO/IbBEP, KOTOPbIA OHa KOrga-
HMOYAb NOAHECET K BUCKY, —3HaJl, KaK Bce ByaeT.

[JeBaTHagLaTh OTKPOET TailHy. N



JeBATHaAUATb U ecTb TaliHa.

OHa Bapyr nolimasa ce6st Ha TOM, YTO PaccestHHO BOAMT MasibLiEM o
MyBY, NPOSIMTOMY Ha CTOWKE,B bl M M C bl B a f —W BbICTPO
BbITEPNA MYTHYIO NYXKULY, KOFAa 3aMeTUna, 4to HopT Ha6/ofaeT 3a Held.

KocTep nporopen 6bicTpo. Ee KNneHTbl BEPHYIUCH B NUBHYO. OHa
MPUHANACcL METOAWNYHO BNMBaTh B cebs BUCKU «CTap» U K MOMyHOUU
Hanuiach ByCMepThb.

OHa 3aKOH4W/1a CBOI paccKas W, MOCKO/bKY CTPENOK HUYEro He CKa-
3a/1, pelnna, YTo OH YCHyN, He focnylas. OHa yXe 1 caMa Hadana 3a-
CbINaTb, Kak BAPYr OH CMPOCUT:

—3T10 BCe?

—/[la. 3T0 BCe. Y)Ke 0YeHb NO34HO.

—1IM... —OH cBepHyn cebe eLlie 04HY Nanmpocky.

—He copu Tabakom y MeHs B KpoBaTU, —CKasasna OHa. Pe3ue, yem
e 6bl XOTeNoCh.

—He o6ygay.

OnATb TULWKHA. JTNLWb OroHEK CaMOKPYTKM MepLan B TEMHOTE.

—YTpOM Thbl yiAgellb, —XMYypO NMPOroBopu/Ia oHa.

—HaBepHoe. MHe Henb3a 34ecb ocTaBatbca. Mo-MoeMy, OH MHe
NOACTPOW JIOBYLLKY.

—A\ 4TO, 3TO YMCNO U BNPaBLY...

—Ecnu xouelub coxpaHUTL paccyioK, He NPOM3HOCK 3TO CI0BO Npu
HopTe, —cka3an cTpenok. —BoobLue 3abyab ero, ecnvm CMOXeLb. YTo-
BOpY cebs, 4TO MoCNe BOCEMHaaUaTh naeT Aeaauatb. UTo NonosuHa ot
TpMALATM BOCbMM —3TO CeMHaguaThb. Yenosek, nognvcaswuniica Y on-
Tep 0’Mpak, OH KTO YrofjHO, HO TOJIbKO He JIXeLl.

—Ho...

—Korpa Tebe 04eHb 3aX0UETCA, TaK UTO Y)Ke HEBTEPMEX, MOAHUMUCH
K cebe B KOMHaTy, CrpsybCca Mog 0fes/10M 1 NOBTOPSIA 3TO C/I0BO —KpU-
4K, eCIN HaLo, —T10Ka XKeNnaHve He NPonaeT.

—Ho ofgHaXXabl CAYYUTCA TaK, YTO OHO He NPONAET.

CTpenoK HUYero He cKasa: OH 3HaJsl, YTO OHa Npasa. 3T0 TOXe bOblna
NOBYLLKa —CTpallHas, 6esbicxogHas. Ecnn Tebe CKaXyT, YTO Henb3s
npeacTaBNATb CBOKO MaMy ro/oid, MOTOMY YTO MHaue Tbl NonafeLlb nps-
MWKOM B af, (Korfa oH 6bl1 ManeHbKMUM, KTO-TO U3 CTapLUmMX pebsT MMeH-
HO 3TO eMy 1 CKasan), Tbl 0653aTe/IbHO cAenaellb To, YTO Hefb3s. W no-
yemy? loToMy 4TO Tebe He XOUeTcs NpPeACTaBNATL CBOKO Mamy rosoi.

MoTomy uTo Tebe He X04eTca nonactb B a4, MOTOMY UTO ecnu
52 €CTb HOX M PyKa, 4TOObl AepXaTb 3TOT HOX, KOrAa-Hubyab Tol



HEN30eXKHO BO3bMELLb 3TOT HOX B PyKy. [1OTOMY 4TO MHaye Tbl MPOCTO
Coiigelb ¢ yMa. W Tbl BO3bMELLb 3TOT HOX. He noToMy 4TO Thl 3TOrO
X0Yellb, a MOTOMY YTO, HA060POT, He XOuYeLLlb.

Korpaa-Hnbyas dnnm 0653aTenbHO N030BET HOpTa U CKaXXET eMy 3TO
CNoBO.

—He yxogn, —cka3zana oHa.

—/lagHo, NOCMOTPUM.

OH noBepHy/cs Ha 60K, CANHOI K Held, HO OHa BCe PaBHO YCMOKOWAaCh.
OH ocTaHeTcs. MycTb HEHaJOTO, HO BCe XKe ocTaHeTcs. OHa 3agpemaa.

Y>ke 3acbinas, oHa CHOBa NofyMana 0 TOM, Kak cTpaHHo HopT o6pa-
TUJICA K HEMY, KaK YyHO OH roBopwua. OHa HUM pasy He BuAena, 4To6el
CTPENIOK, €e HOBbIA NHOBOBHYK, BbipaXan X0Tb KaKMe-TO YyBCTBa —HW
[0, HW nocne. OH Monyan faxe Toraa, Korga OHU 3aHUMannch 1060BbIO,
W INLUb MOZ KOHEL, ero fblXaHue y4acTuioch 1 3amMmepno Ha cekyHay. OH
6bI7 TOYHO KaKOe-TO CYLLECTBO U3 BOMILLEGHOM CKa3Ku Unmn u3 muda, cy-
LLLECTBO HE3HAKOMOE ¥ oracHoe. MOXET BbITb, OH UCMONHAET XKenaHnA?
HaBepHoe, fa. Ee )kenaHue OH MCNOMHWA. 3aBTpa OH He yiigeT. OH ocTa-
HeTcst. XO0Ts Obl Ha Bpems. /1 3TOro eii noka 4Tto JOCTaTO4HO —e€l, He-
CYaCTHOM Cy4Ke CO LpamoM. 3aBTpa y Hee ByeT BpeMsi npuaymMath BTO-
poe enaHue n TpeTbe. OHa yCHyna.

K

YTpoMm OHa cBapwiia eMy OBCAHKY, KOTOPYO OH Monya cuefn. OH co-
CPefoTOYEHHO MOT/IOLLAN NOXKY 33 JIOXKKON, He Aymas 06 dnuc 1 BpAL
nn ee 3ameyas. OH 3HaT: eMy HYXHO MATW. C KaXO0N NNLIHER MUHY-
TOW, NOKa OH Mef/INT, YeN0BEK B YUEPHOM YXOAWT BCe AasibLUe U JasibLue.
B03MOXHO, OH YXe B MyCTbIHe. [10 CUX NOpP OH HEYKJTIOHHO JepKan nyTb
Ha t0ro-BOCTOK, W CTPESIOK 3Ha MoYemy.

—Y Tebs eCTb KapTa? —CnpOoCK OH, OTOPBABLUWCH OT Tapesiku.

—3T0ro ropogka? —paccmessiacb oHa.

—Hert. CTpaHbl K H0ro-BoCTOKY OTCHOAa.

Ee ynbibka yssna.

—Tam nycTbiHA. [pocTo NycThiHA. A AyMana, Tbl OCTaHeLlbCs, He-
HaZonro.

—A\ 4TO 3a MyCTbIHElR?

—OTKyfa MHe 3HaTb? ELLie HUKTO ee He nepeLuen. HUKTO faxe u He
MbIT/ICA, CKONLKO 5 ce6s NoMHI0. —OHa BbITepsia Pykn 0 papTyk, B3s-
Na NpUXBATKW W, CHAB C OTHA yLLIAT KUNALLEN BOApl, Nepenua ee B pako-
BUHY. Hag Bogoii nogHANcs nap. —Ty4n YHOCUT B Ty CTOpOHY. Kak bya-
TO WX YTO-TO 3aCaCbIBaET...
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—Tbl Kyaa? —B ee rofoce ABCTBEHHO C/lbILLAACA CTPaX, U OHa pa-
303/11Nack Ha cebs 3a 3To.

—Ha KOHIOLWH. ECin KTO-TO M 3HAET, TaK 3TO KOHIOX. —OH noJio-
XUN PYKK el Ha nnedn. OHM BbInn XKECTKMMM, ero pyku. Ho v TensibiMm
Toxe. —W pacnopskycb HacueT myna. Ecim s cobepycb 34ech 3aaep-
XKaTbCs, HYXXHO, YTOObI 0 HEM N03a60TUANCL. YTOObI OH GbI1 FOTOB, KOT -
[a Hazlo ByJeT OTNPaBUTLCS fanbLue.

Korpaa-Hnbyap, Ho He Tenepb. OHa NofHANa rnasa.

—Tbl ¢ 3TUM KeHHepin noocTtopoXkHee. OH CKOpee BCEro HY YepTa
He 3HaeT, 3aT0 OY/eT BblAyMbIBaTb BCAKME HEOLIINLbI.

—Cnacu6o, 3nm.

Korga oH yLuen, oHa NoBepHynach K pakoBKHe C NOCYL0M, YyBCTBYS,
KaK Mo LeKam TEKYT cne3bl —ropsume cnesbl 6narogapHocTv. OHa yxe
1 3a6bIna, KOrAa evi B NocneHuii pa3 rosopuamn «cnacmbo». Kro-to, Kto
eli AeCTBUTENbHO He 6e3pasnuyeH.

KeHHepnnm —mep30nakoCTHbIV cTapuKallka, 6e33y6blii 1 NOXOTu-
BbIi —CXOPOHW/ BYX XKEH M BOBCIO MAINA COBCTBEHHbIX fo4epei. [Be
[ieBUYLLKM, KaK rOBOPUTCS, eLLe He BOLLeALLME B BO3PACT, Tapalluinch
Ha CTpesfika M3 MblIbHOro MoAyMpaka KOHIOWHW. MasbillKa efBa in He
rPyAHOro BO3pacTa co CHaCTMBbLIM BULOM MyCKana C/IOHN, Cuaa NpsaMo
B rpssun. Bapocnas yxe aesuua, 6en0Kypas, UyBCTBEHHAs, HEOMPATHaS,
4TO Kauasna Bogy M3 CKpUMyYei KONOHKM BO ABOPE Y KOHIOLLIHW, NOTAsabl-
BaJ/1a Ha CTPe/Ka C 3TakuM rny60KOMbICIEHHbIM IH060MbITCTBOM. OHa yBU-
[iena, YTo OH Ha Hee CMOTPWT, MPUOCAaHWACk, YLLMMHYa Cebst 3a COCKM,
HeLBYCMbIC/IEHHO MOAMUIHY/a EMY U BHOBb MPWHSAMACh KayaTb BOgy.

KOHIOX BCTPETWUA €ro Ha NoAnyTu Mexay Yauueid 1 BXOLOM B KO-
HIOLWHIO. Ero maHepbl npeacTaBnsnun coboi HeYTO cpefHee Mexay oT-
KpbITO BpaXKAEOHOCTHIO 1 60S3NMBbIM 3aMCKUBAHWEM.

— Y Mbl 32 HUM CMOTPUM KaK Hafo, —O0O6bSABUA OH C X04y, W He
yCren CTPeNoK Aaxe 0TBETUTb, KaK CTapuK BAPYT MOBEPHYNCA K AoUepy U
norpo3wn el kynakom: —Aam B gom, Cybum! bpbich oTctoga, KoMy ckasan!

Mopxeatue Begpo, Cy6u ¢ yrpioMbIM BUAOM MOMenack K xubape,
MPUCTPOEHHOI NPSIMO K KOHHIOLLIHE.

—3T0 Thl 0 MOEM My/e? —CNPOCUN CTPENOK.

—/[a, caid, 0 Hem. [laBHEHbKO He BUAeN S MynoB. [la ele Takvx nag-
HbIX, 340PO0BbIX... 1Ba IN1a3a, YeTbIPe HOMW... LO6pas CKOTUHA... —OH CKpU-
BWIICS, KaK Obl jaBast MOHATb, YTO Y HEro 1 BNpaBgy AyLua 60/1uT 3a Takoe

[,eNno U, MOXET, 4TO 3TO Bblna NpocTo WyTKa. CTPEoK Tak 1 He
MOHA/, YTO MMEHHO, HO PELLWS, YTO, HaBEPHOE, BCe-Taku LLYTKa,



XOTH Y HEro camoro ¢ YyBCTBOM FOMOPa ObIf10 HANPSXKHO. —bBbIno Bpems,
Ky/Aa 1X fieBaTb-TO He 3HaN, My/ioB, a NOTOM MWP B3A/ Aa W CABUHYACS.
W kygna oHu Bce nogeBanuch? OCTaioch TO/IbKO HEMHOMO POraToi CKOTH-
Hbl, ¥ MOYTOBbIE NoLWaau, U... Cybu, a1 Tebs BbINOPHo, Borom KnsHychb!

—/la 2 He KycatoCb, —3aMeTW CTPEsIoK.

KeHHepnn nogobocTpacTHO Chexmsca. B ero rnasax cTpenok sB-
CTBEHHO BUEN XenaHue youTb, 1 X0Ts OH He 60s51ca KeHHepnwn, OH Bece
YXe OTMETUN YBUAEHHOE, KaK 6yATO chenan 3aknafgKky B KHUre —B KHUre
MOTeHLMaNbHO LIEHHbLIX COBETOB.

—/leno He B Bac. HeT, He B Bac. —OH ocknabusncs. —pocTo oHa oT
MpVPOAbI HEMHOTO TPOHYTas. B Heli 6ec xuBeT. OHa Ankas. —Ero rnasa
notemHenn. —IpageT KoHew, cseta, muctep. MocnegHunin Yac. Bbl xe
3HaeTe, KaK Tam B [TMcaHMK CKa3aHo: 1 Yaja He NoAYNHATCA POLAMTeNbC-
KO BONE, U MHOTUX CPasnMT MOPOBas A3Ba. [la BOT Noc/yLaTb XOoTs Obl
Hally NponoBsegHuLYy, 1 BCe CTaHeT ACHO.

CTpenok KvWBHYyN, a NoTOM YKa3sa/l Ha oro-BoCTOK.

—ATam yT0?

KeHHepnu onsTb YXMblIbHY/ICA, 06HaXas rosible AecHbl C 0CTaTKa-
MW MOXXENTEBLUMX 3y0O0B.

—TloceneHupl. Tpasa. MNycTbiHA. Uero ke ewe? —OH rorotTHyn u
CMepWN CTPesika HEOXKUAAHHO NOXONOAEBLUNM B3r/1540M.

—A nycTbIHA 60/1bLIaA?

—bonbwas. —KeHHepn cTapaTensHO HanyCcTua Ha cebs cepbes-
Hbll BUA. —Konec, MoXeT, ¢ Tbicady 6yaeT. A To v C ABe Tbicauun. He
CKaXKy TOYHO, MuCTep. Tam Huyero HeT. OaHa 6ec-Tpasa fia eLle, MOXET,
[eMOHbI. [TOBOPAT, UTO Ha Ja/ibHEN ee CTOPOHE eCTb eLLe FOBOPALLWIA KpyT.
Ho, HaBepHoe, BpyT. Tyga ywen ToT, Apyroi. KoTopelii Beiieuunn Hop-
Ta, Korja oH npuéonen.

—Mpwnbonen? A cnbiwan, oH ymep.

KeHHepnu npogomkan yXmblnsaTbes.

—Hy... MOXeT 6bITb. HO MblI )Xe B3pOC/Ible NHOAN.

—O[HaKO Tbl BepULLb B IEMOHOB.

KeHHepnu BApYyr cMyTUACS.

—3T0 coBceM Apyroe. [MponoBeAHMLA FOBOPUT...

W KeHHepnin noHec Takoii B340p, UTO YepTsM CTano TowHo. CTpe-
NOK CHAN LUNSNY Y BbITep BCOTeBLLNI 106. COMHLE Xapuno, npunekas
Bce cuibHee. Ho KeHHepnn Kak 6yATo 3TOrO M He 3aMevas. B ToLuel
TEHW Y CTEHbl KOHIOLLHWN MasbILLKa C Cepbe3HbIM BUAOM pa3masbiBana
Mo MOpJaLLIKe rps3b.

HakoHeL, CTpesiKy Hagoeno BbICAyLIMBaTb BCAKNIA Bpes, 1 OH 060-
psan KeHHepnn Ha nonycnose:

—A4TO 3a NYCTbIHEN, He 3HaeLLb?

KeHHepnn noxkan nieyamu.

—U4T0-T0, HaBepHOe, ecTb. J1eT NATbALCAT Has3ad Tyfa Xo-

NN peincoBblil skunax. Manawa Mol MHe pacckasbiBas. 0BO- 55



pW, YTO Tam ropbl. Koe-KT0 rOBOPUT —OKeaH... 3e/1eHbI Takoi OKeaH ¢
yyzoBULLAMM. A eLLie roBOPAT, 6YATO TaM KOHEL, CBETa U HET HUYErO, TO/Ib-
KO CBET OCNennsoLWmin u Nk boxuin ¢ passepcTbiM pTom. U yto bor
noXupaeT N060ro, KOMy CyunTcs Tyaa 3abpectu.

—Uyuib cobaybs, —KOPOTKO BPOCKN CTPENOoK.

—BoT 1 2 roBopIO, YTO YyLLb, —C PaA0CTLI0 NOAAAKHYN KeHHepw,
CHOBA COrHYBLUWCb B NOA060CTPACTHOM NOJTYNOK/IOHe. boAck, HeHaBK-
[, cTapascb yroguTb.

—Tbl Tam NPUTNsSAbIBal 3a MOUM MyJ/IOM.

CTpenokK LWBbIpHY KeHHepK eLle 04HY MOHETY, KOTOPYHO TOT Noii-
Mas1 Ha fieTy. Kak cobaka, KoTopas N0BUT Msu.

—B nyuwem Bmge npucMoTpum, He 6ecnokoiTeck. [lymaeTe 3agep-
XaTbCA Yy HaC HeHagoNro?

—oxanyi, npuaetca. bor gacr...

—...6yget Boga. [a, KoHeuHo. — KeHHep/im onAaTb paccMessncs, Ho
Y>Ke HeBeceso. B ero rnasax CTpesiok CHOBa yBUAEN XenaHne youtb. Her,
[ake He Tak. He y6utb —a 4To6bl CTPENOK cam MOBa/IUACA MepPTBbIM K
ero Horam. —3Ta J/1/I1, YepTOBKa, MOXET ObITb 0UYEHb MUEHLKOWA, €CNN
3axo4eT, BepHO? —KOHIOX COTHY/ NeBYIO PYKY B KyfaK W MPUHANCA Thbl-
KaTb B Ky/laK yKa3aTe/lbHbIM NabLIEM MPaBoii, M3006pakas U3BECTHbIN aKT.

—Tbl YTO-TO CKa3an? —pPaccesHHO Nepecnpocun CTPESOoK.

Tenepb rnasa KeHHepnv nepenonHUINCG YXXacoM —C/OBHO JBe /TyHbl
MOAHANNCH HaL ropn3oHTOM. OH 6bICTPO YBpan pyKu 3a CMINHY, Kak LLIKOJ-
NVBbI Ma/TbYULLIKA, KOTOPOrO MOMMa/Iv 3a HEXOPOLLIM 3aHSATHEM.

—HerT, cait, Hu cnoga. MpoLuy NPOLLEHKs, eCAN YTO COpBanOCh. —
TyT oH yBugesn, uto Cybu BbICYHYNACh U3 OKHA, U HABPOCUCS Ha Hee: —
£ Tebs TOUHO BbINOPIO, Cyubs Thl Mopaa! Borom KnsHycb! H Tebs...

Ctpenok noLuesn npoyb, 3HasA, 4To KeHHepnn rnagnt emy BCres u
YTO €CAM OH Ceiiyac 06epHeTCs, TO MPOYTET Y KOHKOXA Ha JLe ero uc-
TUHHbIE, HEMPUKPbITbIE YyBCTBa. Hy 1 YepT ¢ HUM. Bbino xapko. Ctpe-
JIOK 1 TaK 3HaJ/1, 4TO Ha /ML CTaporo KOHKXa ByAeT HamvcaHa Xry4as
HeHaBWCTb. HeHaBUCTb K Yykaky. Hy v nagHo. CTpeniok yxxe nonyyun
OT HEro BCe YTO HY>KHO. EJMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH JOMOANMHHO 3Ha O Ny-
CTbIHE, 3TO TO, YTO OHa 60sbluas. EAVNHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH JOMOAMMHHO
3Has1 06 3TOM ropojKe: 3Mech eLle He Bce caenaHo. Elle He Bee.

e

OHM ¢ Innu nexxanu B noctenu, korga LLieb Bneten K HAM € HOXOM,
MVHKOM pacnaxHyn Asepb.

MpoLwLsio y>Ke LenbIxX YeTbIpe AHA, ¥ OHU NPOMESbKHYMN KaK

56 6yaT0 B TymaHe. OH en. Cnan. Tpaxasncsa ¢ dnam. OH y3Hai, 4To



OHa UrpaeT Ha CKPUTKe, 1 YroBOPWA ee Cbirpatb Ana Hero. OHa cupena B
npotunb K HEMY Y OKHa, OMblBaeMasi MO/IOYHbIM CBETOM 3apu, 1 YTO-TO
HaumrpblBasia —HaTYXXHO 1 COMBYMBO. Y Hee BbILL/IO Obl BNOHE CHOCHO,
ecnu 6bl OHa 3aHMMasnacb No6osbLIe. OH BAPYT NOHSAN, YTO OHA My Hpa-
BUTCS, HPaBUTCA BCe 60/bLLE 1 60/bLUE (MYCTb AaXe YyBCTBO ObIIO Ka-
KUM-TO CTPaHHO OTPELLUEHHbIM), 1 MOAYMaJl, YTO, MOXET ObITb, 3TO 1 €CTb
NOBYLLIKA, KOTOPYIO YCTPOUST €My Ye/0BEK B YepPHOM. VIHOrda CTpenok
BbIXOAWA NPOATMCL. OH HX O YeM He 3a4yMbIBasICA.

OH faxe He CMiblllas, Kak TLeayLIHbIA Tanep NOAHUMANCA Mo 1ecT-
HULe —Eero YyTbe NpUTYnuaock. Ho ceiivac emy 6bIf0 Ye BCe paBHO,
XOTS B PYrom MecTe, B ApYyroe Bpems OH 6bl, HaBEpHOe, He Ha LLYTKY
BCTPEBOXWM/ICS.

3nnmn yxe pasfenach 1 nexana B NocTenun, NPUKpbITas NPOCTbIHEN
TONbKO A0 nosica. OHK Kak pa3 cobmpannch 3aHATLCS NH0OOBBIO.

—oxanyiicta, —UenTana oHa. —Kak B TOT pas. {1 Xouy TakK, Xouy...

[1Bepb C rpoX0TOM pacnaxHy/nach, U K HAM BOPBa/ICS KOPOTbILLKA Ta-
nep. Béexkas, CMeLIHO NOAHWUMAs HOTW, BbIBEPHYTbIE KOMIEHAMMW BHYTPb.
ANnn He 3aKpuyana, XoTs B pyke y Llle6a 6bin BOCbMMAHOAMOBSIV MsiC-
HULKMIA HOX. LLle6 n3gaBan Kakne-To HeunieHopasaesbHble OynbKatoLme
3BYKM, C/IOBHO KaKOi-HWby b 6enonara, KOTOPOro ToNAT B 6afbe C Kug-
KOV rpsisbto, BpbIKa NPy 3TOM CKOHON. OH € pasmaxy OnyCTUN HOX,
CXBaTMBLUWCL 3a PYKOATb 0bemmu pykamu. CTpeniok nepexeatusi ero
3anAcTbs U pe3ko BbiBepHyN. Hox BbiieTen. LLle6 npoH3uTenbHO 3a-
BU3KAT —C/I0BHO [BEPb NOBEPHYNAach Ha pXXaBbIX NeTnsX. Pyku Heec-
TECTBEHHO [EPHY/INCb, KaK Y KYK/bl-MapUOHETKN, 066 —C/IOMaHHbIe B
3anacTbsax. BeTep ygapui Neckom B OKHO. B MyTHOM v 4yTb KpuBOBa-
TOM 3epKaJie Ha CTeHe 0TpaXalacb BCA KOMHaTa.

—OHa 6blna Moein! —paspbigancs LLie6. —CHauvana oHa 6bi1a Moei!
Moei!

3nnu mMenbKoM B3r/IiHYNa Ha Hero 1 BcTana ¢ KpoeaTu, Habpocus
XauaT. Ha MrHOBEHWE CTPenKy CTaio XaslKo 3TOro YesoBeka, NoTepsis-
LLIEr0 YTO-TO, YTO, K&K OH CUUTa/1, HEKOrA4a NPUHALIEXAN0 eMy, —aTOoro
YKIKOr0 MaJIeHbKOr 0 Ye/I0BeYKa, KOTOPbIN yXKe HUYEro He MOXeT. A TyT
CTPEnoK BCMOMHUA, FAe OH ero Buaen. Befb OH 3Ha ero paHbLue.

—370 n3-3a Te6s, —pbigan LLle6. —Tonbko n3-3a 165, dnan. Thl
6blna NepBoiA, 1 3TO BCE Thl. H... 0 BoXe, boxe munocTusbli... —Cnosa
pacTBOPWANCHL B MPUCTYMNe Hepa3bopyuMBLIX BCX/IUMOB U B KOHEYHOM
nTore 06epHynNCbL NOTOKOM cnes. LLle6 packaumBasncs B3aa-Brepes, npu-
XXVMMasi K XXMBOTY CBOW C/TOMaHHble 3ansicTbsl.

—Hy Tuwe. Tuwe. faii 1 nocMmoTpto. —OHa onycTunack nepea H1M
Ha KonieHn. —/[Ja, cnomaHbl. LLle6, kakoii »e Tbl BCe-Taku namoT. U Kak
Tbl Tenepb 6yaelib nrpatb? M Ha 4To Bydellb XNUTb? Tbl XK HUKOFAa He
ObIN CUABHBIM WK Tbl, MOXET, 00 3TOM He 3Han? —OHa Nomor-

Nna eMy BCTaTb Ha HOrn. OH NONbITaNCs CNpsTaTh JIMLO B af0-



HSX, HO PYKM He NoguvHuAuck emy. OH niakan B OTKPbITYt0. —/laBali
caflem 3a CTon, U A Nonpoobyto YTo-HUGYAb caenatb.

OHa ycafinna ero 3a CTo/ W HanoXusa emy Ha 3anfcTbal LWWHbI U3
LLenoK, NpeAHasHayYeHHbIX AN8 pacTonkui. OH nnakan TUXOHbKO, 6e3-
BOJIbHO.

—Memxumc, —ckasan CTPenok, 1 Tanep B3APOrHyn 1 06epHyscs K
Hemy, LUMPOKO pacnaxHys rnasa. CTPenoK KUBHYN —W BMOJIHe ApYXe-
NMo6HO, Befb LLIE6 yrke He NbiTancsa BOTKHYTb B HEro HOX. —Memkuc, —
nosTopun oH. —Ha Yuctom mope.

—MW yT0 Tam B Megxuce?

—Tbl 6bI1 Tam.

—A ecnin 1 6bin, 4TO € TOro? A Tebs He NMOMHIO.

—Ho Tbl NOMHWLWL AeBYLIKY, npasaa? [desywKy no umeHn CrosaH?
B Houb XKaTBbl? —I010C cTpenka caenancs XecTkKuM. —Tbl Obl1 Y KO-
cTpa?

Y Tanepa gpoxkanu rybol. 'y6bl, 6nectawme ot cioHbl. Ero B3rnag
rOBOPW/ O TOM, YTO OH BCE NMOHMMAET: OH Ceiivac 6mke K CMepTU, Yem
B TO MIHOBEHWE, KOrja OH BOpBa/acA K HUM B CNajibHIO, pa3maxuBas
HOXOM.

—Yiiau oTclofa, —CcKasan CTPEsoK.

W BoT Toraa LLle6 Bce BCMOMHUSI.

—Thbl TOT MasTbumLLKa! Bac 6b110 Tpoe, Masbuniek! Bbl nprexanm
cocumTaTb NOronoBbe CKOTa, M dngpes [xkoHac 6bin TaM, OXOTHUK 3a
rpobamu, W...

—YXxoan, NoKa MOXHO YT, —CKa3san cTpenok, u LLe6 ywen, 6ato-
Kasi CBOM C/IOMaHHble 3anscTbs.

Annm BepHynack 06paTHO B MOCTESb.

—W Kak 310 BCe NnoHUMaATL?

—3T0 Tebs He KacaeTcs, —CKasan OH.

—/1afHo... TaK Ha Yem Mbl C TO6OI OCTaHOBU/INCH?

—Hwu Ha yem, —cKa3an OH 1 nepeBepHyNCsA Ha 60K, K Heil CMMHOIA.

OHa TepnesMeo NpPoroBopuna:

—Bepb Tbl 3HaN Npo MeHs, Npo Hero. OH fenan, YTo Mor, a Mor OH
HeMHoroe. A st 6pana, YTO MOr/a, NOTOMY YTO MHe 6bI10 HY>KHO. BOT 1
Bce. [la v uTo TyT MOr/o 6bITb? W UuTo BOOGLLE MOXET 6bITb? —OHa
NMpUKOCHynach K ero nnedy. —Kpome Toro, 4To st paga, YTo Tbl TAKOWA
CUNbHBIA.

—He ceityac, —ckasan oH.

—A KTO OHa, 3Ta ieByLLIKa? —Cnpocuna oHa u Jobasuna, He 40X-
[aBLnch 0TBeTa: —T bl ee NHbus.

—He 6yaem 06 sTom, 3nm.

—¢1 mory cgenatb Tebs CubHEe. ..
58 —HeT, —cKa3an oH. —T bl He MOXELLb.



BockpecHbIM Beuepom 6ap Obi1 3aKpbIT. B Tanne 6bi1 BbIXOAHON —
YTO-TO BPO/E CBALLEHHOM Cy660Tbl. CTPENOoK 0TNPaBUCA B KPOXOTHYHO
MOKOCMBLLYHOCS LiepKBYLLKY Henoganeky oT Knagbuwa, a dnam ocTa-
nacb B NMUBHOWM MPOTUPaTb CTOMbI AE3UH(ULUPYIOLWKMM PacTBOPOM U
MbITb CTEK/A KEPOCWMHOBLIX /lamMN B Mbl/IbHO BOfE.

Ha 3emnto CnyCcTUANCh CTPaHHbIe, 6arpsiHOro LiBeTa CyMepKM, 1 Liep-
KBYLLKA, OCBELLEHHAA W3HYTPW, MOXO04WNa Ha rOpsiLLyt0 TOMKY, eCc/u
CMOTPETb Ha Hee C Joporu.

—  §1 He nmoigy, —cpasy ckasana dnmuc. —Y 3Toi TeTKW, KoTopas
TaM NPOMoBeAyeT, He Penurus, a oTpasa. [MycTb K Heli XO4ST MOYTEHHbIE
ropoXaHe.

CTpenok BCTan B NPUTBOPE, YKPbIBLUWCh B TEHW, 1 3arNsHY N BHYTPb.
Ckameil B MOMeLLeHNM He 6b110, 1 NpuxoXaHe cTosnun. (OH yBugen Ken-
HEP/IN N BECb €r0 MHOTFOYMC/EHHbIN BbIBOAOK; KacTHepa, Bnagenbla
e[IMHCTBEHHOI B ropo/Ke YOOroHbKOI ranaHTepeliHON NaBKu, 1 ero Ko-
CTNABYHO CYMNPY)XHULLY; KOe-KOro M3 3aBcerfgataeB 6apa; HeCKOMbKMX
«TOPOJCKNX» YKEHLUMH, KOTOPbIX OH paHblUe He BUgesn, U —4TO0 YANBU-
TenbHO —Llle6a.) OHW HECTPOHO TAHYMM KaKoR-TO rMMH a cappella™.
CTpenok ¢ ntobonbITCTBOM pa3rnsgblBai TONCTYHO TETKY HEOOBATHbLIX
pa3mepoB, YTO CTOsNA 3a Kathefpoii. dnim emy rosopuna; «OHa XXnBeT
YeANHEHHO, NOYTM HU C KEM He BCTpeyaeTcs. TONbKO MO BOCKPECEHBAM
BbIN1A3UT Ha CBET, YTOB OTCMYXXMTb CBOK CNYXXOY aaCKOMY niameHu. Ee
30ByT CunbBus MUTTCTOH. OHa He B CBOEM YME, HO OHa MX Kak OyATo
okongosana. N nm 3to HpaBuTCA. W BNosiHe UX yCTpamBaeT».

Hw ogHo, gaxke camoe KONIOpUTHOE ONCaHNE 3TOM XEHLLVWHBI, HaBep-
HOe, BCe PaBHO He COOTBETCTBOBA/10 Obl AeVCTBMTENLHOCTY. E€ rpyav bbinm
KaK 3em/isiHble Basibl. LLles —Moryyas KonoHHa, 1Mo —oayTaoBaTas
6nefHas nyHa, Ha KOTOPOI CBEPKasn rnasa, TEMHbIE M OFPOMHbIe, Kak
6e340HHbIe 03epa. POCKOLLHbIE TEMHO-KalLITaHOBbIE BOOCHI, CKPYYeH-
Hble Ha 3aTbl/IKE HEOPEXHbLIM Pa3Ba/IMBAOLLMMCA Y3/10M, YAEpXnBana
3aK0/1Ka pasMepoM C HeGOonbLLON BepTen Ans msica. Ha Heit 6110 npo-
cToe nnatbe. Moxoxe, U3 MELLKOBUHbI. B rpoMagHbIX, Kak ropbbsiiu, py-
ymLLax OHa Aepxkaa ncantbipb. Ee Koxa 6blna Ha yYAMBEHME YNCTOM 1
rnafgKom, LBeTa CBEeXMX CMBOK. CTPenoK nogymai, 4To OHa BECUT, Ha-
BEPHOE, (hyHTOB TpucTa. BHesanHo ero 06ysno »xenaHve —anas, Xry-
yas noxoTb. Ero ax 3aTpacno. OH Nocnewunn 0TBEPHYTHCS.

MbI coilgemcs y peku,
Y npeKpacHoii y pekw,
Mbl coiifemcs y peku,
Y pe-e-e-e-e-ku,

n B LlapcTtse boxuem.
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MocnefHAa HoTa nocneaHeli cTpodbl 3amepna. Pasganoch Liapka-
Hbe HOT 1 MOoKalLNBaHue.

OHa xpana. Korga oHu yCnoKounuch, OHa NPOTAHYNa K HUM pPYKM,
Kak 6bl 671arocnoBaaa BCHO NacTay. 3T0 ObI1 XKeCT, NpobYyxaatoLLnii BoC-
NOMUHaHNA.

—J1t06€e3Hble 6paTbs U CeCTPbl MOM BO XpucTe!

OT ee C/10B BeAN0 YEM-TO HEyNOBMMO 3HaKOMbIM. Ha MrHoeeHue
CTpenka 3axBaTuio CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO, B KOTOPOM TOCKa Mo OblOMY
MeLLanach Co CTPaxoM, M BCe MPOHU3bIBAIO XXYTKOBATOE OLLyLieHue deja
vu. OH nogyman: s y>xke aTo Buges, Bo CHe. nu, MoxeT ObITb, He BO CHE.
Ho rae? Korga? ToyHo He B Mefkuce. [a, He B Megxunce. OH TpAXHYN
ro/I0BOI, NPOroHsAs 3To cBepbsllee YyBCTBO. [pMxoXaHe —u4enoBek
fBajuatb NATb —3amMepaun B rpob6oBoM MonyaHumn. Bee B3rnsgbl 6binu
MPUKOBaHbI K NMPOMOBeAHNLE.

—CerofHs Mbl MOroBOpUM 0 HeuncTom.

Ee ronoc 6611 cnagok v MenognyeH —BbIpasuTelbHOe, XOPOLUO MNo-
CTaB/IEHHOE COMNpPaHo.

Cnabblii ponoT NpoLen no psagam MprxoXaH.

—MHe KaxeTcs, —3a4yMUunBO BbiMOIBUIA CUnbBUA MUTTCTOH, —
OYATO A 3HAK0 IMYHO BCEX TeX, 0 KOM roBopuTcs B MucaHunu. TonbKo 3a
nocnefHue NATb NeT A 3aunTana fo Ablp Tpu bubnuu, v ee MHOXe-
CTBO —f0 TOro. X0TH KHUTW 1 JOpOrn B 3TOM 60/1bHOM Mupe. A No6-
no 3Ty KHury. S no6nto Tex, KTO B Heil geiicTByeT. Pyka 06 pyKy c
[JaHumnom BcTynana s B poB CO ibBaMu. S cToANa pAAoM ¢ [JaBujom,
KOrfia ero nuckyuwana Bupcasus, kynascb B npyay o6HaxeHHoi. C Cea-
paxom, Mucaxom u ABfeHaro 6bina s B neyun, packaneHHow orHeM. A
cpasuna [Be TbiCA4M BOMHOB BMecTe ¢ CaMCOHOM ¥ no gopore B [la-
Mack ocnenna oT cBeTa HebecHOro BMecTe ¢ Nasnom. BmecTe ¢ Mapueii
pbifgana gy ronrogol.

W onATb TUXWIA B340X NpOLLEenecTen no psjam.

—$1 y3Hana ux n nonobuna Bcem cepgueM. W nuwb OfuMH, —OoHa
NnoAHsANa BBEPX YKa3aTeNbHbIN naney, —NuLlb O4UH U3 aKTEPOB BEN-
KO TOli ApamMbl OCTaeTCs AN MeHs 3aragkoil. EAMHCTBEHHBINA, KTO CTO-
UT B CTOPOHE, MpsYa IMLL0 B TeHW. EAMHCTBEHHLIN, KTO 3acTaB/seT Teno
MOe ApoXaTb —MW TpeneTaTb MO Aywy. S 60t0Cb ero. {9 He 3Hat0 ero
NOMbICM0B 1 60toCb. A 60t0CL HeuncToro.

Ewwe ognH B3gox. OAHa 13 XeHLMNH 3aXana pyKoi poT, Kak byaTo
yepXuBas pBYLLUIACA KPUK, 1 CTana packavynBaTbCs BCE CUITbHEE.

—3T0 OH, HeumncTblil, nckywan EBy B 06pase 3Mus NOA3YYeEro, yx-
MbINIAIAICH N MPECMbIKasACh Ha 6ptoxe. 3TO OH, HeUunCTbIA, NpuLLen K Cbi-
HaMm n3pannesbiM, Korga Mowucein nogHanca Ha ropy CuHaii, n Hawen-
TbiBa/ UM, MOACTPeKas X COTBOPUTL cebe ngona, 30/0TOro TenbLa, U

MOKMOHATLCA eMy, NpefaBascb Mep30ocTu n 6nyay,
rn CTOHbI, KNBKW.



—HeuncTbiii! OH cTOSN Ha 6ankoHe pagom ¢ MesaBenbto, Habnto-
[las 3a Tem, KakK Hallesl CBOK CMepTb Lapb AXas, N BMECTe OHM NoTeLla-
NNCb, KOTAa MCbl lakanun ero eLle Tenayr KpoBb. O Mon 6paTbs U CecT-
pbl, OCTeperainTecb ero —HeumcToro.

—[a, incyc munocepgHsblit... —BbIgOXHY CTapUK B COTOMEHHO
wnane. TOT caMblii, KOFO CTPeNoK BCTPETW/ MepBbIM Ha BXode B Tans.

—OH Bcerpga 3gecb, Mov 6patbsa 1 cecTpbl. OH cpean Hac. Ho MHe
HeBelOMbl ero NoMbIc/bl. VI BaM ToXe HeBeAOMbI €ro nombicibl. K10 cy-
Men 6bl NOCTUYL 3TY YXKACHYH TbMY, UTO KIYBUTCS B €ro NOTaeHHbIX
Jymax, 3Ty He3bl6IeMYIO FTOpPAbIHIO, TUTaHWYecKoe 60roxynbCTBO, Heve-
CTUBOE NMKoBaHMe?! V1 6esymme, BOMCTMHY UCNOMIMHCKOE, BCEMNOroLa-
toLee 6e3ymMue, KOTOPOE BXOAMT, BMOM3aeT B IIOACKME AYLUW, TOUUT UX,
6YLTO YepBb, NOPOXAas XeaHUd Mep3Kue U HeyecTrBble?!

—O WNwncyc Cnacutens...

—3T0 OH npuBsen Mocnoja Hawero Ha opy...

-Aa...

—37T0 OH ucKywan Ero n cynun EMy Lienbiii MUp U MAPCKKE ycnagpl...

—/[a-a-a-a-a...

—W OH BepHeTc4, Korga HacTynuT KoHel, cBeTa... oH, KoHel, cBeTa,
yXXe rpaget, 6patbs U cecTpbl. Bbl 3TO YyBCTBYETE?

—/[a-a-a-a-a...

MprxoxkaHe packaumBanucCb 1 pblfasn —nacTBa CTana Nnoxoxa Ha
mope. XeHLinHa 3a Katheapoid, kasanoch, yKasbliBasia Ha KaX4oro 1 B T0
XXe BPeMs HW Ha Koro.

—OH npugeT Kak AHTUXPUCT, anblii KOPOAb C rNasaMu, HaNUTbIMK
KpPOBbIO, U NOBEET YENOBEKOB K MblIaloLWMM Hejpam nornéenu, B nna-
MeHb MYK BeYHbIX, K KpDOBaBOMY Kpato rpexa, Korja BoccuseT Ha Hebe
3Be3ga lMonbiHb, 1 A3BbI U3FNOXYT Tena AeTell MabiX, KOTAa XeHCKue
ypeBa pPOAAT YyA0BULL, a eSHUA PYK YeN0BEYECKNX 06ePHYTCA KPOBbHO...

—O0-0-0-0...

—O boxe...

—0-0-0-00000000...

Kakas-To XeHLHa noBasnnach Ha nos, cCTyya Horamm no gowarto-
My HacTuny. OfHa Tydns cnetena.

—23a BCAKOIA ycnafot naoTu CTOMT OH... OH! 3TO OH co3gdan afckue
MalluHbI ¢ Knelimom Jla-MepK. HeuncTblit!

Na-Mepk, nogyman ctpenok. Nnn, moxet, Jle-Mapk. Cnoso 6bino
€My 3HaKOMO, HO OH HUKaK He MOr BCMOMHUTb —OTKyfAa. Ha BCcsakuii
Cflyyai OH caenan 3amMeTKy B MaMsATU —a 'y Hero 6bifia 04eHb xopoLuas
namsThb.

—/a, MNocnogu! da! —Bonuau npuxoxkaHe.

Kakoli-To My>X4uHa MPOH3UTENbHO 3aBOMWA U YMan Ha KOMeHw,
CXUMas rofioBy pyKamu.

—KT0 fepXuT 6yTbINKY, KOrga Tbl NbeLlb?



— OH, HeuncTlif!

—Korja Tbl caguwibes urpatb, KTO CAaeT KapTbl?

— OH, HeuncTblid!

—Korga Tbl npegaewbes 6nyay, BODKENaB Ybei-T0 NA0TH, KOrja
Tbl OCKBEPHSELLb cebs pyKobyanem, KOMy Npofaellb Tbl 6eCCMEPTHYIO
Aywy?

—Ewmy...

—Heun...

—bB0XXeHbKa MUNEHbKWIA. .

—...uncTomy...

—A. a.a.

—Ho KT0 OH —HeuncTbIi? —BbIKPUKHYA OHa, XOTSA BHYTPU OCTa-
BaJlacb CMoKoliHOi. CTpesiok YyBCTBOBA/ 3TO CMOKONCTBIE, ee BNACTHbI
CaMOKOHTPO/1b, €e rOCMNOACTBO Haj UCTEPUYHON TONNOK. OH BAPYT Nogy-
MaJ1 C yXKacoM 1 HeNoKoNebuMoii yBepeHHOCTbIO: YenoBeK, Ha3BaBLLIMiACA
YonTepom, ocTaBus cnej B ee upese —aemoHa. OHa ogepXumas. 1 BHOBb
HakaTuna >xapkas BO/Ha BOX/eNeHns —CKBOo3b cTpax. Kak 6yATo v aTo
6b11a noByLLIKa. Kak cnoso, KoTopoe YonTep ocTaBun ans 3auc.

My>uuHa, CKUMaBLLIWIA PyKamu ronioBy, CNeno pBaHy/cs Brepes.

—I opeTb MHe B agly! —3akpuyan oH, NOBEPHYBLUMUCH K NPOMOBeLHU-
ue. Ero nckasusLueecs nuL0 aepranock, Kak 6yATO MOA KOXeli ero n3Bu-
Banncb 3men. — 4 TBOpUA 6nya! Urpan B KapThl! A Hioxan Tpasky! A
rpewmn! A... —Ero ronoc B3MeTHY/CA BBbICb, 06EPHYBLUUCH MyTaloLLuM
NCTEPMYHBIM BOEM, B KOTOPOM YTOHYU cioBa. OH CXX1Man CBOO ro/oBYy,
Kak 6yATo 60sNCs, YTO OHa Ceiiuac NOMHET, TOYHO nepe3penasn AblHA.

MacTBa yMOMKNa, Kak Mo KOMaHfe, 3amepes B NoaynopHorpagmyec-
KWX M03ax CBOero 6,1aro4ecTMBoro UCCTYNAeHus.

CwunbBua MUTTCTOH CNYCTUNACH C Kaelpbl U MPUKOCHYNACh K ero
ronose. Bonan My>UuHbl 3aTUXNK, efBa ee nanblbl —6nefHble CUMb-
Hble nasiblbl, YACTbIE, NIACKOBbIE —3apblINCL eMY B BONOCLI. OH Tyno
yCTaBU/ICA Ha Hee.

—KT0 6bIn ¢ TO6OI BO rpexe? —cnpocuna oHa, rnaaa emy npsmo B
rnasa. B ee rnasax, HeXHbIX, ry60KMX, XONOAHBIX, MOXHO 6bIf10 YTOHYTb.

—He... HeuucTblii.

—MWma KoTopomy?

—CaTaHa. —C[aBfeHHbI TAryUYnid BCxnmn.

—TloTOB Tbl OTPEYLCA?

C »apom:

—/a! Aa! O Nucyc Cnacurens!

OHa nogHana ero ronosy; OH CMOTPES Ha Hee NMYCTbIM CUAIOLLUM
B30pPOM (haHaTMKa.

—Ecnu ceiiyac oH BOWAET B 3Ty [iBEPb... —OHA TKHYNa NasbLeM B

nonympak nputeopa, rae cTosan CTpenok, —roToB Tbl 6pOCUTH
52 CNoBa 0TpPeYeHusa emy B 1nL0?



—KngHycb nmeHem matepu!

—Tbl BepyeLlb B BeYHYt0 nt060Bb Nuncyca?

OH paspblgancs.

—Manky mMHe B 3agHULY, eCn He Bepio...

—OH npowaeT Tebe 3T0, IXKOHCOH.

—XBana lNocnogy, —Bblgasun [XO0HCOH CKBO3b C/e3bl.

—941 3Hato, yto OH npowaeT 1e64, KaK 3Hal0 1 TO, YTO YNOPCTBYO-
LLMX BO rpexe U3roHseT OH M3 4YepTOroB CBOMX B MECTO MblNaroLLeli ToMbl
3a npefenamun KpaliHero mupa.

—Xsasna [rocnofly, —TOp>KeCTBEHHO B3Bbl/la NACTBa.

—Kak 3Hato 1 To, 4To 3TOT HeumncTblii, 3ToT CataHa, MoBenuTens
MYX 1 NMOM3Y4nX rafios, 6yAeT HU3BEPTHYT U COKPYLUeH... Ecnu Tbl, [)XOH-
COH, y3puLUb €ro, Tbl pa3faBuLlb ero?

—/a, n xBana Nocnogy! —/xoHcoH nnakan. —Pa3fasnio raga ABy-
M5 Horamm!

—Ecnu Bbl, 6paTbsa ¥ CECTPbI, y3pUTE €ro, Bbl €ro ogoneete?

—/a-a-a-a...

—Ecnu 3aBTpa OH BCTpeTUTCA Bam Ha ynuue?

—XBana Nocnogy...

CTpenky ctano He no cebe. OTCTYNMB K ABEPSIM, OH BbILLeN Ha yNu-
Ly v Hanpasucs obpaTHO B ropod. B Bo3gyxe ABCTBEHHO oLyyLlancs
3anax NycTbIHW. ¥Y>Ke CKOPO OH CHOBA OTMPAaBUTCA B MyTb.

Y>Ke COBCEM CKOpO.

Ho He Teneps.

CHoBa B MocTenNu.

—OHa He NpuMmeT Tebs, —cKasana INau, u ee roaoc 3By4van ucny-
raHHo. —OHa B0o0o6LLe HAKOI0 He NPUHUMAET. TOIbKO N0 BOCKPECEHbAM
BbIXOAUT, YTOObI O CMEPTU BCEX Hanyrathb.

—W paBHO OHa 38ecb?

—J1eT gBeHaauaTb. A MOXET, ABa roga. CTpaHHble BeLy TBOPATCA CO
BpemMeHeM. [la Tbl U caM 3HaeLlb. [laBali nydlle He 6yfeM 0 Hell roBOpUTb.

— OTKyAa oHa npuwna? C KaKoi CTOPOHbI?

—41 He 3Hal.

JIxerT.

—annn?

—$AHe 3Hato!

—annn?

—Hy xopowo! Xopowo! OHa npuLina ot noceneHues! N3
nycTbiHN! 53



—4A Tak 1 gyman. —OH HeMHOT 0 paccnabuncsa. MiHbimu cnosamu, ¢
toro-soctoka. OTTyja, Kyda HanpaenseTcs oH. 1o HeBMAMMOW gopore,
YTO MHOrfa oTpaxkaeTcs B Hebe. OH NOYEMy-TO He COMHEeBanCcs, YTo nNpo-
NoBeAHMLA MPULLA He OT NOCENEHLEB U AaXe He OT NYCTbiHW. OHa Npu-
Lu1a 3 Kakoro-To MecTa, KOTOpoe TaM, 3a NycTbiHei. Ho kak? MyTb-To
ABHO He 6/IM3KUIA. MOXET BObITb, HAa KaKON-HUOYAb ApEBHEN mMalinHe?
M3 Tex, uto ewle paboTaloT? MoXeT, Ha noe3ge? —A rae oHa XnBeT?

31 NoHU3nMa ronoc:

—Ecnu 1 ckaxy, Mbl 3aiimeMcst 1t060BbI0?

—NMbI B nt060M cnyydae 3aimemca nt060Bb0. HO MHe Haflo 3HaTH.

OHa B30XHyna. BeTxuii, MCCOXLUNIA 3BYK —CMOBHO LLIENECT MOXenN-
TEBLUWX CTPaHWUL,.

— Y Hee [OM Ha MPUropke 3a LepkoBbio. Takasa xubapka. Korpga-
TO... KOrfa-To Tam XWUA CBALEHHNK, HACTOAWMNMA CBALEHHNK. T1oKa He
NOKWHYN Hac. Hy uTo? Tenepb Tbl 4OBOJIEH?

—Hert. Eue Her.

W oH HaBanuscs Ha Hee.

CTpenokK 3Han, 4to 310 NoCNefHWA AeHb.

He6o, ypoanneoe, 6arpoBoe, Kak CBEXMWI CUHAK, OKPacunoch 3/10-
BeLMM O0T6MeCKOM MepBbIX NyYeil 3apu. 31An Xouna no KoMHaTte, Kak
HenpuKasHHbIA Npr3pak. 3aXkurana namnsl, NPUrisabiBana 3a KyKypys-
HbIMW fleneLlKaMmn, CKBOpYallMMy Ha cKkoBopoge. Mocne Toro Kak oHa
pacckasana CTpesiky BCe, YTO eMy 6blfIo HY)XXHO Y3HaTb, OH OTN06UN ee C
YTpOeHHbIM ycepanem. OHa novyBCTBOBaNA NPUGIMKEHNE KOHLA 1 fana
emy 6oblle, YeM faBana Komy-nnb6o npexae. OHa oThaBanacb emy c
6€3bICX0AHbIM 0THaSHMEM, COBHO NbiTasgCb NPeLOTBPaTUTL HacTyne-
HWe pacCBeTa; C HEYEMHOW 3HEPr et WecTHaaUaTUAeTHeR. AyTPOM OHa
6blna 6negHol. B npegasepumn ovepefHON MeHoNay3bl.

Monua oHa nogana emy 3aBTpak. OH en 6bICTPO, r10Tan, NoYTH He
XYS, U 3anuBan Kaxabllii KyCcoK 06Xuratowum koe. 3111 BcTanay ase-
PU 1 HEBUAALLMM B30POM YCTaBUIaCh B YTPEHHUIA CBET, Ha 6€3MO/BHbIE
NervoHbl MeLnnTeNbHbIX 001aK0B.

—CerogHs, KaxeTcs, byaeT nblibHaa byps.

—HeypausuTtensHo.

—A Tbl BOOOLLE XOTb YeMY-HUOYAb YAMBASELWbCA? XOTA Obl MHOT-
Ja? —cnpocuna oHa ¢ ropbKoli UPOHMeR 1 MOBepHYNach K HEMY B TO
MIHOBEHMWe, KOrAa OH Yy)e B3an1cs 3a wnsany. Haxnobyums wnany Ha
ronoBy, OH HanNpaBWCA K BbIXOLY.

—MWHorpa yamsnach, —6poCu OH eli Ha Xoay.
54 OH yBMAUT €€ XMBOIA eLle TO/IbKO pas.



Korpga oH po6panca fo XvxuHbl Cunbsun MUTTCTOH, BETEP CTUX.
Becb MUp CNOBHO 3amep B 0XKuAaHun. CTPenoK yxe NpoXxus 4ocrarou-
HO B 3TOM NYCTbIHHOM KPA0 ¥ 3Has1, Y4TO YeM [0/ibLUe 3aTULLbLE, TEM CU/b-
Hee 6yfeT 6yps, Korga nogHUMeTcs BeTep. HeecTeCTBEHHbIN 6MEKbINA
CBET 3aBUC Haj 3eMeil.

Ha aBepu 06BeTLIAN0ro, MOKOCUBLLEFOCS AOMMUKA Bbl1 NPMOUT 60/1b-
LLOI fepeBAHHbIV kpecT. CTpenok noctyyan. Mogoxaan. Het oteeta. OH
onATb NOCTyYas. M ondTb HUKaKoro oteeta. OH YyTb OTCTYNWUA U yAapun
no ABepu Horoi. Hebonbliasa Liekonga BHYTpU cockoumna. [Bepb pac-
naxHynacb, yapuBLUNCb O HEPOBHbIE AOCKM CTEHbI U BCMYTHYB KPbIC, KO-
TOpble C MUCKOM 6pOCUMNNCH B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI. CUNbBUA MUTTCTOH cu-
[ena B NPUX0Xeii, B rpOMaHOM Kpecre-Kayanke U3 TEMHOro fepesa, 1
CMOKOHO CMOTpenNa Ha CTPesika CBOMMM 60/bLIVIMUY TEMHbIMMW [a3amu.
MpeArpo3oBoe CUAHWE AHA NETrI0 el Ha LWEeKW NyralwmuMm nonyToHa-
Mn. OHa KyTanach B LWanb. Kpecno-kayanka TMXOHbKO NOCKPUNbIBAO.

OHwV cMOTpenu Apyr Ha Apyra fJONroe MrHOBeHVE, BbiNaBLUee 13 Bpe-
MEHM.

—Tebe HMKOTAa ero He NoiMaTb, —MPOroBopuaa oHa. —T bl MAELLb
nyTem 3na.

—OH npuxogun K Tebe, —cCKaszan CTPenoK.

—W Bo3nexan co MHoii. OH roBOpWU/ CO MHOI Ha Hapeunun. Bbico-
Kum Criorom. OH...

—OH Tebs nommen. 1 B NpsAMOM, 1 B MEPEHOCHOM CMbIC/IE.

OHa faxKe He noMopLyuiach.

—Tbl MAeWwb NyTeM 3na, CTPeNnoK. Tl CTOULLL B TeHU. Buepa Beue-
pOM Tbl TOXE CTOSN B TEHW, NOJ CeHbIO CBALLEHHOro MecTa. Thbl gyman,
4TOo A TebsA He YBUXY?

—1Moyemy oH ncuenun 3aToro Tpasoena?

—OH —aHren lNocnogeHb. OH Tak ckasan.

—Hagpetocb, OH X0Tb ynblbancs, Korga aTo roBopui.

OHa owepunacb, 6e30THETHO NOAPaXas ockany CMepTH.

—OH roBopu/l MHe, YTO Tbl NpUAeLb cnefoM 3a HUM. OH ckasan
MHe, 4TO fenaTb. OH cKasan, Tl —AHTUXPUCT.

CTpenok nokavan ronosoi.

—OH 3TOro He roBopwu.

OHa neHunBO ynblGHYyNAach.

—OH cKa3san, Tbl 3aX04ellib CO MHOI nepecnaTb. 370 npasja?

—A Tbl BCTpeYana MyXumnHy, KOTOPOMY He 3ax0Tenoch 6bl ¢ TO6OI
nepecnarb?

—NMos nnoTb CTOUT AOPOro. PacnnayunsBarbca ByfeLlb Xuns-

HblO, CTPENOK. A 3a4ana OT Hero pebeHKa... 370 6bin He ero pebe-
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HOK, @ OTNPbICK BENNKOro Kopons. Ecnu Tbl oBnageellb MHolA... —OHa
YMONKAA, 3aKOHYMB MbIC/b IMLLIL IEHNBOI YNbI6KOIA. NoBena cBonMM mac-
CUBHbIMU 6epamu. TOYHO NAWTLI YUCTELLEr0 MpaMopa, OHU 3acTbiNn
nof martepueii nnatbs. Monyynnocs feicTBUTENIbHO BeYaTasoLLE.

CTpenok B3s/CA 3a peBoJibBepbI.

—B Tebe —AEMOH, XXeHLLMHa, a He KOposb. Ho Tbl He 6olics. A ero
BbITaLLy.

CnoBa Bo3biMenn geiicTeme. OHa BCA CxKanacb B CBOEM Kpec/ie-Ka-
Yasike U cTana NoxXoXka Ha OWETUHUBLUYIOCH KYHULY.

—He npukacaiica ko mHe! He noaxoan! Tbl He nocMeelb KOCHYTb-
ca HeBecTbl boxuei.

—XoueLlb Ha CNop? —YXMbIIbHY/CA CTPENOK W LarHyn K Heidi. —He
3eBaii, NpoBepAl, Kak CKasan cTapblii KapTeXHUK, OTKPbIB KYBKU 1 XKe3fbl.

["opa nfoTn BAPYr cogporHynacs. Ee nuuo npeepatnnoch B Kapu-
KaTypHYIO MacKy 6e3yMHOro yxaca. PacTonbipus nasblbl, OHa COTBO-
pvna nepef CTpesikoM 3Hak nasa.

—ycTbIHA, —CKa3an cTpenok. —YT0 3a NyCTbIHEW?

—Tebe HUKOrA4a ero He noiimatb! Hukoraa! Tol cropuwws! Cropuib!
OH Tak ckasan!

—~¢1 noiimato ero, —B03pa3nn cTpenok. —W Mbl 06a 3HaeM, UTO Tak
1 6yaet. UT0 3a NycTbIHEl?

-Hert!

—OTBevail!

-HerT!

OH nogancs Bnepes, ynan Ha KoneHn u o6xeatun ee 6eapa. OHa
c)Xasia Horn, TOYHO TUCKKN. BCxXMnHyna Kak-To CTPaHHO U MOXOT/IMBO.

—CTano 6bITb, AEMOH, —CKa3an cTpenok. —Hy, BbIXoAu, 4EMOH.

—HeT...

PbIBKOM OH pa3fBWHY/ e HOTW 1 BbIHYN U3 KOGYpPbI PEBOMLBEP.

—Hert! Het! Het! —OHa 3afbliwana npepbIBUCTO, XpUMo.

—OrTBevaii.

OHa TpAcnace B CBOEM Kpec/e, TaK YTo nof Hum gpoxan non. C ee
ry6 cnetann 06pbIBKA MOSINTB U HEBHATHbLIX MPOKAATUIA.

OH TKHYyN CTBO/IOM PEBO/bBEPA BMNEPES U CKOPee NoYyBCTBOBaS, YeM
yCnblWwai, Kak BO34yX ucnyraHHbIM BETPOM BopBacs eli B nerkue. OHa
MOJIOTWUNA PYKamMu emy Mo rosioBe; ee HOru 6unuck 06 nos. U B 10O xe
camoe BpeM$ 370 rPOMafIHOe Te/l0 CTPEMUIIOCH BObpaTh B cebs cMepTo-
HOCHBbI NpeaMeT, BTOPTLUMIACA B COKPOBEHHOE JIOHO; XXeNano NpuHATb
ero B CBOe 4YpeBO. HWKTO MX He BMAEN —TOMbKO NblNbHOE HEOGO B CU-
HIOLLHbIX KPOBOMOATEKAX.

OHa 4TO-TO BbIKPUKHYNA MY, MPOH3UTENbHO N HEBHATHO.

-4Tto0?

— opbl!
fix —MW ut0 Tam B ropax?



— OH 0CTaHOBMWTCA... C TON CTOPOHbI... BOXKe M-M-MUNOCTUBBINA/..
4To6bI COBPATHCA C C-C-CuNamu. IM-N-norpyxexHue, MeauTaLms... NOHU-
Mmaewb? O... ... 1...

HeobbATHasA ropa NaoTM BAPYN HaNpsriacb, NOAABLUMCL Brepes U
HEMHOro BBepPX, OAHAKO OH Oblf HaueKy 1 He MO3BO/IN/I ee COKPOBEHHOIA
N0TN NPUKOCHYTbCA K HEMY.

A NOTOM OHa BAPYT KakK-TO CHUKNA U cbexunack. Paspblganach, 3a-
XUMast pyKamy HW3 XXKBOTa.

—Hy BOT, —CKas3an oH, NofHUMasCb. —leMOHa Mbl 06CYXNH, a?

—Yxoaun. Tbl y6un pebeHka Anoro kopond. Ho Tbl 3a 310 3anna-
TMWb. Y 6yfb yBepeH. A Tenepb yxoaun. Y o6uparics.

Y’Ke Ha mopore OH OrfIAHYy/CA.

—Hwkakoro pebeHka, —KOpPOTKO 6pocun oH. —HMKaKnx aHrenos,
MPUHLEB U JEMOHOB.

—OcTaBb MeHs.

OH yuen.

N

Korga cTpenok npuLlen Ha KOHIOLWHI, Ha CEBEPHOM FOPU30HTe BCTa-
/10 MyTHOE MapeBo —blb. HO Hag Tannom noka 6bi10 TUX0, MePTBEH-
HO TMXO.

KeHHepnn foXunaancs ero B KOHHLLHe, Ha YCbINaHHOM CeYKOoi no-
MOCTE.

—OTbesxaeTe, cTano 6biTb? —Ero rybel pacnibinmck B n04060CT-
pacTHoOli ynblOKe.

-Oa.

—axe He nepexaasLu 6ypro?

—4 ee onepexy.

—BeTep BCcAKO ObICTpeii UenoBeka Ha Myse. Ha OTKpbITOM NPOCTPaH-
CTBE OH BaC yObeT.

—NMHe Hy>XeH Mol Myn, —NpOCTO CKa3an CTPEsoK.

—/la, KOHeyHo.

Ho KeHHepnn He cfiBUHYCSA C MecTa, a NPOCTO CTOSAA, C/IOBHO pe-
Las, YTo Bbl TAKOIO elle cKasaTb, U yCMeXanca 3Tol CBOel nogxanmmc-
KO, NCMOMHEHHOW HEHABUCTW YXMbINIKOA. A NOTOM €ro B3rnsf CKOMb3-
HY/ KyfJa-To MOBepX njeya CTpenka.

CTpenok wwarHyn B CTOPOHY U 06epHYNCA —TsXenoe nonfeHo, ¢ Ko-
TOpbIM Habpocunacs Ha Hero Cy6u, Co CBUCTOM PacCek/o BO3AYX U TOJIb-
KO NEeroHbKO 3a/e/i0 ero no NokTo. Cuna pasmaxa He nossonuna Cyom
yAep>aTb MOMIEHO B pyKax, U OHO FPOXHYNOCL Ha non. Hasepxy,

Ha CeHoBasie, UCMYraHHO 3aMeTasICb TACTOUKM. 57



[JeBylika Tyno ycTaBunach Ha CTpesnka. Ee nepespenas mbllHas
rpyAb pacnupana 3acTupaHHoe NofoTHO py6axu. MegieHHo, Kak BO CHe,
OHa 3acyHyna 60nbLLUON nanew, B poT.

Ctpenok nosepHysncsa obpatHo K KeHHepnn. ToT pacTaHyn ry6el B
LLIMPOKOW YNblbKe. Ero Koxa bblna XenToi, Kak BocK. [nasa Tak n 6eranu.

—F&... —Hauan oH BNaXHbIM, GYNbKalOLWKUM LLIENOTOM U He Cymen
3aKOHYUTb.

—Moii My, —HanoMHUA CTPesoK.

— KOHeuYHOo-KOHeYHo, —npolenTtan KeHHepnW, 1 ero yxmbljika
BAPYT cAenanacb yanBneHHoi. OH Kak 6YATO He BEpWJ1, YTO BCE ELLE XKMB.
OH nonnesncs 3a Mysiom.

CTpenok nepeLlen Ha HOBOe MecTo, 0TKyAa 6bln0 yAo06Hee Habnto-
natb 3a KeHHepnu. KoHOX BbIBEN Myfa U BPY4YM/ CTPENKY NOBOAbS.

—A Tbl CTyNaiA, NPUCMOTPY 3a CECTPOI, —OYPKHYN OH, obpaLlasch
K Cybw.

Cy6u TpAXHyna ronoBoii 1 ocTanachb CTOATb Ha MecTe.

C Tem CTpenokK 1 yLuen, 0CTaBuB UX NAANTLCA APYT Ha Apyra B Nbib-
HOW, 3ara)KeHHOM KOHIOLIHE: CTapuKa C ero 60/1e3HeHHON YXMbIIKON 1
[eBULlY C ee TYMbIM 3aTOPMOXEHHbIM yNpsMcTBOM. CHapy>u no-npe-
XHeMy 6b1n0 fyLiHO. XKapa 06pyLunnack Ha Hero, Kak MosoT.

OH BbIBeN Myfa Ha MOCTOBYIO, NOAHMMAas canoramu o6nayvka noiiu.
Ha cnvHe y myna xntonanv 6ypAtoKu ¢ BOLOM, MOMHbIe MOJ 3aBA3KY.

OH 3arnsHyn K LLleby, HO 9n1m Tam He 6bi0. Tam BooO6LLe HUKOTO
He 6b1710. OKHa 6bIM 3a/10KeHbl JOCKaMK B OXXuaHuu bypu. dnam Tak
M He B3a/1acb 3a yOOpKY nocne BYepallHell Houn. bapaak B 3ane Obin
XYTKUA. BOHAN0 NPOKNCLLWM MUBOM.

OH Habun cBoii AOPOXHbIA MELIOK KYKYPY30ii, CYLLEHO U Xape-
HOW. BbITawun u3 xono4nnKn NOAOBUHY CbIpOro Msica, pasfenaHHoro
ons ugwtekcos. OcTaBU Ha CTOKe 6apa YeTblpe 3010TbIX. DN TaK
1 He cnycTunack. XXento3y6oe LLIe60BO NMaHNHO 6€3MOMBHO C HUM MNO-
npowanock. OH BbILLEN Ha YAWLY U YKPEenua CBON AOPOXKHbIA MeLLOoK
Ha cnuHe Myna. B ropse cTosn KoMok. OH ellle MOT 136eXaTb JI0BYLLKMU,
TO/IbKO LUAHChI ero 6bIan HEBEIMKN. B KOHLe KOHLL0B, OH e HeuncTbli.

OH Wwen MUMO NPUTUXLLINX B OXKUAAHWUMN LOMOB, YYBCTBYS B3rNAfbl,
HaLe/IeHHble Ha Hero CKBO3b LLENN U TPELLMHbI B 3aKPbITbIX Har1yxo cTas-
HAX. YenoseK B YepHOM NPUKUHYJcA B Tanne borom. OH rosopun npo
pebeHka ANOro Kopons, Npo KpacHoro npuHua. Ho 4To 3To 6bI10: Npo-

SB/IEHNE BCENEHCKOW MPOHWUM NN aKT 6e3bICX0AHOCTN? XO0po-
68  wnwii sBonpoc.



3a CNuHOI BAPYr pasganca NPoH3WMTENbHbIA KpuK. Bce gBepu co
CKPEXeToM pacnaxHynucb. Ha ynuuy nosanunum niogu. To ecTb N0BYLU-
Ka 3ax10MHynacb. My>X4mHbl B 4/IMHHOMNONbIX CHOPTYKax. My>XUuHbl B
rpA3HbIX paboumx WTaHax. XeHW Hbl B 6pOKax U NOMMHABLUUX NNaThb-
AX. Jaxe AeTULIKM —NO NATaMm 3a CBOMMU poauTensaMu. U B Kaxaon
pyKe —Ts>Kefias naska, a To ¥ HOX.

OH cpearnpoBan MOMeHTanbHO, aBTOMaTMyeckn. CpaboTan BpOX-
JEHHbIN MHCTUHKT. PbIBKOM pa3BepHy/Ccs, 04HOBPEMEHHO BbIXBaTblBas
peBonbBepbl. OHU NIErNN B PYKWN YBEPEHHO, MAOTHO. /N C UCKAXKEHHbIM
NNLOM ABMHY/Ach Ha Hero. [1a, TakK U J0IXHO 6b1/10 BbITb: TONLKO NN U
HWKTO MHOIA. LLipam y Hee Ha N6y Nblnan nyprnypHbIM afCKUM MJaMeHeM B
TYCKHeloLWwem npeiwTopmMoBoM cBeTe. OH MOHAN, YTO OHA —3anoXHuLa.
3a niieyom y Hee, TOUHO BEABMUWH PYYHOI1 3BepeK, Masumno nuuo Llle6a,
NCKaXKeHHOEe Mep3KOii rpumacoil. OHa Bblna v ero WUTOM, 1 ero XXepTBoil.
CTpenok ysuien Bce 3T0 —OTYET/IMBO, ACHO —B 3aCTbIBLUEM MEPTBEH-
HOM CBETe CTEPU/IbHOTO 3aTULLbA U YC/bILLAN ee KPUK:

- Y6eit MmeHs, PonaHa, cTpensii! A ckasana emy CnoBo, AeBATHaA-
LUaThb,d CKasana, U OH paccKasan MHe... A He BbIHECY, HET... CTPensiA!

Ero pykv 3Hanu, 4to Hafo fAenatb, Y4To6bl AaTb €i, YTO OHa XOu4eT.
OH 6b11 nocnegHUM. NocnegHUM U3 CBOErO poja, U OH BRajen He ToMb-
KO Bbicoknm Cnorom. 'poxXHyNu BbICTpenbl —CYpoBasi, aToHanbHasa My-
3blKa PeBO/IbBEPOB. Ee rybbl AporHynu, Teno o6mMsakio. CHosa rpsHynu
BbICTpesbl. onoBa y Leba 3anpokuHynacs. OHW 06a ynanu B Nbisb.

«OHUM ywnn B Kpain [OeBATHaaUaTh, —nogymMan CTpenok. —$ He
3Hat0, YTO 3TO Takoe, HO Tenepb OHU TaM».

OH oTwWaTtHYNCA, YKNOHAACh OT rpaja yaapos. MNanku netenun no
BO34YXY, HalefleHHble B Hero. OfiHa, € rBO34eM, 3aLennna ero 3a pyky,
pacuapanas ee A0 KpoBU. KakKoli-TO My>MK CO LLEeTUHUCTON 60poaoii un
TEMHbIMW NATHAMMW NOTA NOJA MbILIKaMW HABPOCUIICSA Ha HEro, 3aXas B
Kynake Tynoli KyXOHHbI HOX. CTPenoK Haxan Ha Kypok. My>ukK ynan
3aMepTBO, yAapuBLLKCL NOA60POAKOM O 3eM/I0. BCTaBHas YentoCTb Bbl-
BasMnach U30 pTa. bbino CAbIWHO, KakK KnauHynu 3y6bl. Ero yxmbinka
3acTblfa OCKaIoOM CMepTU CO BCMNEHUBLLEKCA Ha ry6ax CNOHOWA.

- CATAHA! - HagpbiBancs KTo-10. - OKAAHHbIA! YEEWUTE
ErO!

- HEYNCTbIW! —3aBonun ewe oanH ronoc. W cHosa B cTpenka
nonetenu nanku. Hox ygapuncs o canor u otckounn. —HEYUCTbIN!
AHTUXPUCT!

OH npo6usan cebe NyTb CKBO3b TONNY. Ero pykun Bbibupanu mMuLle-
HW C NyratoLeil TOMHOCTbIO. Tena naganu Ha 3emto. [Boe MyXUMH U
XeHwmHa. OH 6pocusica B 06pa3oBaBLUyOCA GpeLUb.

TonnaycTpemunacb Cefom 3a HUM, Yepes yauuy, K yboromy mara-
3MHYMKY U LUPLO/IbHE NO COBMECTUTE/LCTBY, YTO pacrnonarancs
HanpoTuB 3aBegeHus Llleba. CTpenok NOAHANCA HA AOWATbINA



TpoTyap U, pa3BepHYBLUUCH, BbINYCTWUA OCTaBLUMECS MaTPOHbl B Hanu-
patowyto Tonny. Ha 3afHeM nnaHe, pacnnacTaslUNCh B MblW, nexanu
LLIe6, dnnm n BCe ocTanbHble. Bee, KOro oH youn.

OHW He ApPOrHynu, He CNacoBasi HU Ha MIHOBEHWE, XOTS KaXbli
ero BbICTPes NOpaXKas XWBYIO Lieflb, U OHU, MOXET ObITb, HUKOT4a B XXU3-
HW He BUENV PeBO/IbBEPOB.

OH oTCTynuA, ABUrasCb NNaBHO, KakK TaHLOP, YKNOHASACL OT NeTa-
L MX B Hero npegmetoB. Ha xofy nepesapagunn pesosibBepbl. Ero TpeHu-
poBaHHbIE Nanblbl Aenany cBoe Aeno 6bICTPO N YeTKO —Ae/I0BUTO CHO-
Banu Mexay 6apabaHamu v natpoHTawem. Tonna noAHANACh HA TPOTY-
ap. CTpenok Bowlen B NaBKy M noanep Asepb. CTEKN0 NpaBoOil BUTPUHbI
€O 3BOHOM pa3bunock. B naBky BopBanuch Tpoe. VX nmua —nunua paHa-
TUKOB —O6bIaIM NYCThl, B FNa3ax MepLan TyCK/blA OroHb. OH Y0XW NX
BCEX W elle TeX ABOMX, YTO CYHYIUCb CnefoM 3a HUMWU. OHWM ynanu B
BUTPUHE, MOBUCHYB Ha OCTPbIX OCKO/IKaX CTEKNa 1 MePeKPbIB NPOXOL,.

[Bepb 3aTpeLana nof HanopoMm Ten, ¥ OH pasfnyunn ee ronoc:

- YBUNLA! BALLIN AYLWN! AbABONIbCKOE KOMbITO!

[Bepb copBanach € neTeflb U NOBaAUAaCh BHYTPb, FPOXHYB 06 NOJ.
C nona B3MeTHyNach Nblfb. MYXUMHbI, XXEHLWWHbI U A€TU YCTPEMUINCH
K Hemy. OnaTb nonetenu naesBkn u nankn. OH J0 KOHLA pa3psamn obe
o6oiMbl. Jlloan nafanu, Kak coutble Kernu. OH OTCTYNUA B LUPIO/BHIO,
Ha X04y OMPOKMHYN 60YOHOK C MYKOW W KaTaHy/n ero MM HaBCTpeuy.
BbinnecHyn B ToNy Ta3 KUNALWEA BOAbl C ABYMS ONAcHbIMW 6puTBaMu
Ha gHe. Ho Tonna Hanupana, n3gaBas 6eccBsi3Hble 6ECHOBATLIE BbIKPU-
Kn. OTKy[a-To c3afum Hecnncs Bonan Cunbsuum MuttctoH. OHa noacTpe-
Kana ux, v ee 3bl4HbIA ronoc To B3AbiMancs, To onafasn, Kak cienas Bo-
Ha. CTpenok 3arHan naTpoHbl B elle He OCTbiBWWe 6apabaHbl, BAbIXas
3anaxy Mblna 1 c6pnTbIX BONOC, 3anax CBOE OmaneHHoM naoTu, Ncxo-
AALWNA OT MO30/1eil Ha KOHYMKaX NanbLies.

OH BbICKOUM/T Ha KPbI/bLLO Yepes 3afHI0t0 ABepb. Tenepb 3a CNVHOM
Y Hero oKasanncb YHbl/ible 3apOC/in KyCTapHMKa, YTO NOYTU NONHOCTbLIO
3aCMIOHANN TOPOAOK, FPY3HO MpMNaBLUWiA K 3eMAe C TOl CTOPOHbI. Tpoe
MY>KYMH BbICKOUYUIN U3-33 YI/1a, UX UCCTYMJIEHHbIE 1L Pacn/ibiBasnch
B [LOBO/IbHbIX NpefaTenbCkuX yxmblikax. OHu ysugenu ero. W yeuge-
NN, YTO OH TOXE UX BUAWT. Y IbIBKM CNON3M 6YKBabHO 3a MUT 0 TOrO,
KaK OH CKOCWN BCEX TPOMX. 3a HUMMW CNnefoM SBUAACh XeHLWMHA. OHa
Bblna B ronoc. Pocnas, Toncras. 3aBcerjaran nueHywku LLle6a 3sanu
ee TeTywkKoin Munnu. CTpenok Haxan Ha Kypok. OHa oTneTefna Hasag u
noBanuaachk Ha CNUHY, NOXabHO packWHyB Horu. Ee o6Ka 3agpanacb u
cobmnacb Mexay begep.

OH CcnycTWUACA € KPpblfibLa W OTCTYNUA B NYCTbIHIO. [lecsATb Laros.
[Basuats. 3agHASA 4Bepb LMPIONLHY C FPOXOTOM pacnaxHynack. Tonna

XMbIHyNa Hapy>y. OH MefbKoM yrnsgen Cunbeuto MUTTCTOH.
W oTKpbIN oroHb. OHM Najann: KTO Ha XXMBOT, KTO Ha CNuHY. Ye-



pes nepuna —s Nblib. OHW He 0T6pachIBanv TeHEN B HEMEPKHYLLLEM CBETe
6arpsHoro AHsA. TONbKO Tenepb CTPENOK MOHAN, YTO OH KpuumnTt. W Kpu-
Yan Bce 3TO Bpems. EMy Ka3anoch, YTO Y HEro BMeCTO r/1a3 —HaATPeCcHy-
Thle LWapbl NOAWMNNHUKOB. ALa noapKannck K XXnsoTy. Horm ogepese-
Henu. YW Kak 6y470 HaIMANCb CBUHL,OM.

OH onATb OTCTPe/iAN BCE MaTPOHbI, U TOMMA YCTPEMUIACh K HEMY.
CTpenok npeepaTuaCcs B OAUH CNIOWHOM Nas n Pyky. OH 3amep Ha
MecTe W1, He nepecTasas Kpuyatb, nepesapaann pesosibeepbl. Co3HaHue
He TO YTOObl OTKAKUYUIOCL, HO OTCTPAHUIOCh, OTCTYNWUIO B 6e3yyacT-
HYI0 fanb, NPejoCTaByB HATPEHNPOBaHHbLIM ManbLam LeicTBOBaTb ca-
MOCTOATENbHO. ECnn Bbl TONLKO OH MOT MOAHATL PYKY, OCTAHOBUTH UX
Ha napy MWUHYT, pacckKasatb UM, YTO 3TOMY TPIOKY, KaK U MHOTUM Apy-
FMM, OH YUWJICH, HABEPHOE, ThICAYY JIET, PacCKa3aTb UM O PEBOJIbBEPAX U
0 KPOBW, UX OCBATMBLUEN... TONbKO 3TOr0 He nepefallb cnoeamu. Ero
PYKM CaMW PacCcKaxyT 3Ty UCTOPUIO.

Korfa oH 3aKOH4YUN nepesaps>kaTb PEBOJLBEPLI, TO/INA NOACTYMNN-
na K Hemy coBceM 61M3K0, Ha paccTosHMe 6pocka. Manka ygapuna emy B
no6, cogpas Koxy. MpocTynuna KpoBb. Yepes napy CeKyH. OHW ero cxBa-
TAT. B nepBbIX pagax oH 3ameTun KeHHepnu, ero Mnagluyto oYKy net
ogvHHaguatn, Cybu, AByX MY>XWKOB —3aBcergaraes 6apa, WXy Mo
nmeHn IMun PenbgoH. OH yNnoXxun nx scex. M tex, KTo 3a HUMu. Jlrogn
naganu, Kak oropogHoie nyrana. Kposb 1 MO3ru pactekaincb pyybamu.

OcTanbHble B UCNYTe 3aMeLLIKannCh: Ha MrHOBeHMe 6e3nnkas Tonna
pacnanacb Ha OTZe/bHble 03afjavyeHHble nuua. Kakoin-to MyxumnHa beran
Kpyramu, UCTOLLHO BOMS. XXeHLLNHA C HapbiBaMX Ha pyKax 3arnpoKuHyna
rofloBy K Hebecam U paspasuniacb 6e3yfepxHbiM rorotoMm. Ctapuk, nep-
BbI 13 Ta//bLEB, KOTO YBUAEN CTPENOK, BOWAA B ropoj —TOr4a OH cupen
Ha CTYNeHsAX 3aK0I0YeHHOM NaBKWU, —C UCMYTY HaN0XWN B LUTaHbI.

OH ycnen nepesapaguTb TO/IbKO O4UH PeBO/bBEp.

Anotom oH yBugen Cunbsuto MuTtctoH. OHa Hecnack Ha Hero, pas-
MaxmBas [epeBsHHbIMU KpecTaMu. Mo pacnaTuio —B Kaxol pyke.

- NbABOJ! AbABOM! AbABON! AETOYBUNLA! YUY 1OBW-
LLE! YHUYTOXbTE ErO, EBPATbA W CECTPbI! YBEWTE HE-
YUNCTOro! AETOYBUALLY!

LLlecTb pa3 OH cnycTWA KypoK. Mo 0AHOMY BbICTpeNny —B KaXAbli
KpecT. [lepeBo pa3neTenoch B Wenku. Eule ueTobipe —eit B ronosy. OHa
BCA KaK-TO CXasiacb U 3afjpoxkana, Kak MapeBo Xapa.

Ha MrHoBeHve BCe YCTaBWUINCL Ha Hee, 3aMepeB, C/IOBHO aKTepbl B
XUBbIX KapTUHaX, MOKa Najblbl CTPesika UCNOMHANMN NPUBbIYHBIA TPHOK
nepesapaaku. OnaneHHble KOHYMKY NanbLes ropen. Ha Kaxxnom ns HUx
NPOCTYNWIN POBHbIE KPYXOUYKMN OXKOTOB.

Tenepb KX cTano mMeHblue. OH mpoLescsd no pagam, TOYHO nesBue
CEHOKOCUNKMN. W Bbin yBepeH, 4TO nocsie rubenu 3Tol >KeHLHbI
OHW JO/MKHbI APOTrHYTb, HO TYT KTO-TO 6pocun HOX. PyKoaTKa



yaapuna npamo no néy, npomex rnas. CTpenok ynan. Tonna HafBUHY-
Nnacb Ha Hero 3/100HbIM CrycTkoM. OH pacCTpensin oyepefHyro nopuuio
MaTpoHOB, fIeXka CpefAmn NyCcThbiX rub3. [onoBa pasbonenacs, nepes rna-
3aMu NOMAbIAN TeMHble Kpyrn. OH YNoXun oguHHagUatb Yenosek. OguH
pa3 npomaxHyncs.

OHM BCe e HabpoCcuNNCb Ha Hero —Te, KTO ocTanca. OH paccTpe-
NAN 4YeTblipe MaTpoHa, BCE, YTO yCnen 3apAafuTb, a NOTOM OHW HaBalu-
NNCb —Kononu, 6unun. OH OTLWBbLIPHYN ABOUX, BLEMUBLLMUXCS MY B fie-
BYIO PYKY, M OTKaTU/CA B CTOPOHY. MNanbLbl Aefanu cBoe fieno —TO4YHO
1 6e3oTkaszHo. OCTpbIi yaap npuwencs emy B nnedyo. KTo-To BOH3WA
Tyfa HoX. KT0-To 601bHO Yaapun B cnnHy. Mo pe6pam. KTo-To NbipHYN
ero B 3afHuLYy BUNKOW. Kakoli-To ManbyuiuKa, COBCEM NauaH, npoTuc-
HY/CA CKBO3b TO/MY W pe3aHyn ero no ukpe. Mny6oKo pesaHyn, Hecna-
60. CTpefioK 0O4HWM BbICTPENIOM CHEC eMY FO/I0BY.

FApPOCTHBIV HATWUCK MoLeN Ha y6blib. CTPeNnoK NpogoMmKan nanuTb.
Te, KTO elLe yuenen, Hayannm NOTUXOHEUKY OTCTYNaTh K MOMMHABLLMWM,
pasbefeHHbIM BETPOM foMaM. HO pyku cTpesnka npogosmkanu fenatb
CBOE [eN10, KakK [iBe c06aKu, HeyeMHble B CBOEM XKENaHUU YCNYXUTb U
roTOBblE BbIfE/IbIBATL BCAKNE TPIOKM Tebe Ha NOTexy He pa3 W He [Ba, a
BCKO HOYb Hanponet. Pyku cesanu cmepTb. JTlogn naganu Ha 6ery. Moc-
nefHUIA cymen 3a6paTbCs Ha CTYNEeHbKW 3afHero KpblfibLa LUPHOIbHN.
Myns cTpenka yroguna emy B 3aTblfIoK. MyX4YMHa BCKPUKHY U NOBa-
NUACH Ha 3eMII0.

—A-al —3T10 6bI710 NOCNEHee cnoBo Tanna.

TuWLWKHa BO3BpaTUNaCh, 3anofHUB 06pa30BaBLUYOCSA NYCTOTY.

KpoBb coumnacb U3 MHOTOYUC/EHHbIX paH cTpenka. x 6bino, Ha-
BEpHOe, He MeHbLUe ABaauaTu. Mpasaa, BCe Hernyobokue, Kpome rnopesa
Ha ukpe. OH nepess3an HoOry, 0TOpBaB Mosiocy OT pyb6axu, NOTOM BCTa
B MONHbIA POCT M OrNsAfen pesynbTaTbl CBOMX CMEPTOHOCHbIX TPYZO0B.

OHM nexanu U3BUAWUCTOI, NOMaHOM NNHWEN, YTO MPOTAHYacb OT
3aJHVX ABepei LMpINbHKU A0 TOFO CaMoro MecTa, rae cTosa oH. OHK
3aCTbIIN B CaMbIX pa3H006pa3HbIX No3ax. HUKTO U3 HUX He MOXOAWN Ha
cnawero.

OH nowuen no 37Ol NMHUW CMePTK, cumTas Tpynbl. B naBke Kakoii-
TO MYXXUYUMHa fieXan Ha nony, NtO60BHO CXUMas B pyKax HaATPeCHYThbI
KYBLUWH C NIefeHLLaMm1, KOTOPbIA OH, Nagas, yTAaHY ¢ NpuiaBkKa.

CTpenok oCTaHOBWACS B TOM CaMOM MecCTe, rje BCe HayanocChb, —
nocpesmn NyCTbIHHOM rNaBHOM ynuubl. OH 3acTpenun TpuguaTh 4eBaTb
MY>XUUH, YeTbIpHaALaTh XEHLNH U NaTepbixX AeTeid. Beex, KTo 6bin B
Tanne.

MepBbIii Cyxoii NopbIB BETPa NPUHEC € cO60V TOLHOTBOPHbINA cnaj-
KoBaTblil 3anax. CTPenoK NOBEPHYNCS B Ty CTOPOHY, MOAHAN rfasa u

KUBHYyN. Ha fowiaToii Kpbille NUBHYLWKK LLleba pacnnactanochb
72 pasnaratolieecs Teno HopTa, pacnaToe Ha fepPeBAHHbIX KOMbAX.



PoT v rnasa 6bIn1 OTKpbITLI. Ha rps3Hom nby 6arposesi 0Tne4aTok pas-
[BOEHHOr0 KOMbITa.

CTpenok Bbiwesn 13 ropoga. Ero Mysn MupHo naccs B 3apocnsax Tpas-
KW B COPOKa fipAax oT GbIBLUel Npoe3xeit goporn. CTpenok oTBeN Myna
06paTHO B KOHIOLWHIO KeHHepnu. CHapyXu HafpblBancs BeTep. Y cTpo-
1B Myfa, CTPENOK BEPHYNCA K NUBHYLLKe. OTbICKaN NeCTHULY B 3aHeM
yynaHe. MogHanca Ha Kpbiwy. CHAN HopTta. Teno 66110 Ha yauBneHne
NEerkum, nerye BsasaHKM xsopocta. CTpenioK CTaliui ero BH13 1 nosno-
XXWn BMecTe co Bcemn. C TeMu, KTO YMep BCEro oauH pas. lNMotom oH Bep-
HYNCA B MUBHYIO, Cben Napy rambyprepos W BbINWUA TPU KPYXXKK NKBa.
CBeT CHapy>u noMmepk. B BO3ayX B3METHYCA NeCOK. TOI HOUbO OH Cna
B KpPOBAaTK, rAe OHU ¢ SNAKU 3aHUMANNCh H060BLI0. EMY HUYEro He npu-
cHunocb. K ytpy BeTep ctux. Cuano conHue, Kak Bcerga, ApKoe 1 pas-
HogyLHoe. Tpynbl OTHEC/10 BETPOM Ha O —TOYHO nepekartun-none. 3a-
[O0NT0 [0 NONYAHA, 3afepXaBllnCb TOMbKO 3aTeM, YTOObI NepeBA3aTb
CBOW paHbl, CTPE/IOK TOXKE OTMNPaBu/ICA B NyTb.

Emy nokasasnock, 4To bpayH yCHy. YTnv B o4are eiBa T/Ne/n, a Bo-
POH 30/1TaH 3aCyHy/ rosioBy Noj Kpbiao.

OH yXxe cobupancsa BcTaTb U MNOCTENUTbL cebe B Yronke, Kak BApYyr
BpayH ckasan:

—Hy BoT. Tbl MHe Bce pacckasan. Tenepb Tebe nerye?

CTpesnoK HeBOJIbHO B3pPOrHyn.

—A C Yero Tbl PeLlns, YTo MHe NJoxo?

— Tbl —4enoBek. Tbl Tak ckasan. He gemoH. Vinun Tel, MOXeT, co-
nran?

—%A He nran. —B ayLue WeBesibHYN0Cb KaK0e-TO CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO.
Emy HpaBuncs bpayH. [eiicTBUTeNbHO HpaBuacsa. OH HWU B YeM He CO-
nran emy. Hu B yeM. —A K710 Tbl, BpayH? To ecTb Ha camoM fene.

—$% —npocTo 51, —CMOKOIHO 0TBETW/ TOT. —MoYemy Thbl BCerga u
BO BCEM ULLELIb KaKOR-TO NOABOX?

CTpenok mosnya 3akypuin.

—CpaeTcs MHe, Tbl y)XKe COBCEM 6/IM3KO K 3TOMY CBOEMY Ue/IOBEKY B
yepHoM, —npogonxan bpayH. —OH yXe foBefleH L0 0TYaAHNA?

—41 He 3Hal0.

—ATbI?

— Ewe HeT. — CTpenok B3rnaHyn Ha bpayHa c egsa ynoBMMbIM
BbI30BOM. —#A 1Ay, Kyfa Hafo UATU, 1 fienato TOo, YTO [OJIKEH.

—Torpa Bce B nopsigke. —bpayH nepeBepHy/ICA Ha Apyroi
60K 1 3aCHy”. 73



YTpom BpayH Hakopmun ero n otTnpasun B gopory. MNpu ceete AHA
noceneHeL, BbIrNALen Kak-To YyfHO: CO CBOeW BManoi rpyabto, onaneH-
HO CONMHLEM, BbIMMPAKOLLMMU KIOUMLEAMUI 1 KOMHOW BbIOLMXCS Kpac-
HbIX BO/IOC. BOPOH NPUCTPOUIICA Y HErO Ha Mieye.

—A Myn? —CnNpocus CTPesoK.

—$ ero cbeM, —cCKasan bpayH.

—O keld.

BpayH npoTAHyn pyKy, 1 CTPeoK noxan ee. loceneHew, KUBHYN B
CTOPOHY HOr0-BOCTOKA.

—Hy uT0 X, B 406pPbLIVA NyTb. [OATNX LHEA N NPUATHLIX HOYEW.

—Tebe TOro e BABOlHe.

OHW KUBHYNW ApPYr ApYry, U YenoBeK, KOToporo 3n1u 3eana Po-
NaHAoM, NOLLEN NpoYyb, CO CBOUMM BEPHLIMU PeBO/IbBEPaMU U BypAtOKa-
MK ¢ Bofoi. OH OrNsHYNCS BCEro Nub pas. bpayH ¢ ocTepBeHeHMEM
KOMasics Ha CBOei ManeHbKOW KyKypy3Holi gensiHke. BopoH cuaen, Kak
roprynbs, Ha HN3eHbKOM KpblLLe 3eMASAHKMN.

A

KocTep goropen. 3Be3abl yxxe 6negHenu. Betep Tak 1 He YTOMOHW-
cA. Y BeTpa TOXe 6blna CBOS UCTOPUS, KOTOPYHO OH pacckasbiBas B MyCTo-
Ty. CTpPenoK nepesepHY/ICS BO CHE U CHOBA 3aTUX. EMy CHUNICA COH —COH
Npo xaxay. B TeMHOTe 6b1710 He BUAHO rop. OLyLieHne BUHbI NPUTYNK-
nock. N coxaneHns —rtoxe. MyCTbIHA UX BbDKIIA. 3aTO CTPENOK NOCTO-
SHHO N10BUN cebs Ha TOM, YTO OH BCe Yalle 1 yalle gymaeT o KopTe, KOTO-
pblii Hayunn ero cTpenaTs. KopT ymen oTnnMumntb 6enoe 0T YepHOro.

OH cHOBa 3allieBeNIn/CsA BO CHE U NpocHyca. Mpuiypunca Ha no-
raclunii Koctep, Yeld y30p Hanoxunacs Tenepb Ha apyroin —obonee reo-
MeTPUYECKN NpaBUAbHbIA. OH 6bln poMaHTMKOM. OH 3T0 3Han. U pes-
HWBO obeperan 310 3HaHWe. JTOT CEKPET OH PACKpPbI/l 04YEHb HEMHOTUM
3a gonrve rogel. W cpefm aTux HemHorux 6bina Cro3aH, feByLIKa U3
Megmxuca.

370, camo co60i1, BHOBb HaBeno ero Ha Mbicin 0 KopTe. KopT yxe
mMepTB. OHUM Bce MepTBbl. OH —nocnegHuii. Mup nameHunca. Mup casu-
HYyJIiCA C MecTa.

CTpenok 3aknHyn JOPOXHbIA MELLOK 3a NeYo 1 ABUHYNCA Aanblue.



€Cb fIeHb Y HEr0 B r0/10Be KPYTUACS OAUH AeTCKUIA CTU-
LOK —Takasl CBOAsALlas C ymMa HamacTb, Korja Kakue-
HUGY b CTPOUKM MPUBS3LIBAIOTCS K Te6E U HUKAK He XKe-
NaKT 0TCTaTb, MasiyaT, HaCMexasch, rfe-T0 Ha Kpaelu-
Ke CO3HaHMS 1 KopuyaT PoXMW TBOEMY palMoHaibHOMY
cyulectBy. CTULLIOK 3ByYarn Tak:

[Ooxab B VicnaHuu nger,
CKOpo BCe BOJOW 3a/1beT,
To/IbKO Thbl €My M03BO/Ib.
PagocTb ecTb, HO €CTb U 60/b.
Hy a foXanK 3Hain nget —
CKOpO BCe BOJOW 3a/1bET.

Bpemsi —3T0 MOMOTHO,

Hy a>un3Hb —Ha Hem MATHO.

Mwup, aypalunmBbIi U BaXKHbIMN,

Bce M3MEHUTCA OfHaXAbI.

Mup NpeKpacHbIi, MMP NOCTbIbINA,

Bce ocTaHeTcs, Kak 6bl0.

XO0Tb Tbl YMHUK, X0Tb 6an6ec —

[oxab B VicnaHbu NbeT ¢ Hebec. 75



XKaxkgem mbl 068K noneta —
A HaxofuM Lenu rHeta.
CamoneT nof JoXab nonai —
Ha WcnaHuio ynan.

OH He 3Has, YTO 3TO TaKoe —CaMosieT, KOTOpbIA ynan Ha Vcnanuio,
HO 3aTO0 3HaJl, NOYeMY Y HEero B ro/0Be BCMJIbIT UMEHHO 3TOT CTULLOK. B
nocnefHee BpPeMs eMy HacTO CHWJICA OAUH W TOT XKe COH: ero KOMHaTa B
3aMke W MaTb, KOTOpas nena emy 3Ty NecHI0, KOr4a OH, Takol ManeHb-
KU 1 CepbesHbIi, nexxan y cebs B KpOBaTKe Y OKHA C Pa3HOLBETHbIMU
cTeknamun. OHa nefia eMy He Ha HOYb, MOTOMY YTO BCE MaSIbYMKUN, POX-
JeHHble Ans Boicokoro Crora, fake COBCeM-COBCEM MaSiIeHbKNeE, [OMXK-
Hbl BCTPeYaTb TEMHOTY OfMH Ha ofuH. OHa nena eMy TOJIbKO BO BPeMS
[OHEBHOTO CHa, M OH 0 CUX NOP NOMHWA TSXKENbIA cepblii CBET A0XKAN-
BOrO AHS, APOXaLLUA Ha LBETHbIX pagyXHbiX cTeknax. OH J0 cux nop
SBCTBEHHO OLLyLlla/ MPOXNaAy TOM AETCKOW W rpy3HOe Teno Ofess, CBOK
No6OBb K MaTepw, ee anble rybbl, ee rosoc u He3aTennmByLo, NPUBA3UN-
BYIO MENOAMIO LeTCKOM MeceHKu.

W BOT Tenepb 3Ta NeCHs BepHynach U 3aBepTefiaCb —Ha30/MunBoO,
HeOTBSA3HO —Y HEro B rofioBe, C/IOBHO MeC, YTO rOHAETCA 3a CBOMM XBO-
cToM. Bopa y Hero jaBHO KOHYMMACh, U OH He CTPOWA UMMO3NIA HacueT
CBOMX LIAHCOB BbDKMUTb. OH —nouTy Tpyn. OH 1 He Ayman, 4To MOXeT
[oiTK o Takoro. OH 6bin MogaBneH. HaumHas ¢ MONyAHs, OH YXe He
CMOTpeN Bnepes, avLb YHbINO rnagen cebe nog Horw. Mog Horamu 6bina
6ec-Tpasa, Yaxnas, xenras. MectaMu poBHas cnaHLeBas NOBEPXHOCTb
NOBbIBETPUNACL, 06EPHYBLUUCH POCCHINbLIO KaMHeld. [opbl He cTanu 3a-
METHO 6/IMXe, XOTS NPOLUIO0 YXKe LenbiX WecTHaguaTb AHER ¢ Tex nop,
KaK OH MOKMHYN XWUMuWLLe NOCNeAHero nocefieHUa Ha Kpato NycTbIHW,
CKPOMHYI0 XMXWHY COBCEM MONOJOrO eLle YefioBeKa, MosioyMHOro, Ho
paccy/jaBLuero BnosHe 3apaso. KaxeTcs, y Hero 6b11 BOPOH, MPMUNOM-
HWU/I CTPESIOK, HO He CMOT BCMOMHUTb, Kak ero 3sanu.

OH Tyno rnsajfen Ha CBOW HOTU, KakK OHW NOAHUMAIOTCA U neyataloT
warn. Cnywan pupMoBaHHYH0 Yenyxy, 3BEHALLYIO Y Hero B ronose —
c6MBUMBO, NYTaHO, —MW BCe AyMaJsi, KOrAa Xe OH ynafeT. B nepsblii pas.
OH He x0Ten nagatb, NYCTb AaXe 3[eCb HET HUKOr0O U HUKTO He YBUAUT
ero nosopa. Bce geno B ropgoctu. Kaxablii CTPENOK 3HaeT, YTO Takoe
ropAocTb —a3Ta He3pumas KOCTb, He JatoLlas Liee COrHyTbes. To, uTo
CTPENoK He y3Has OT 0TUa, Hakpenko Bown B Hero Kopt. B npsmom cmbic-
ne cnosa. [a, KopT. C ero 60/7bW1UM KpacHbIM HOCOM W NNLLOM, N3pe3aH-
HbIM LLpamamMm.

BHe3anHo OH 0CTaHOBWCA Y BCKUHYN rof1oBYy. B ronose 3awymeno,
M Ha MFHOBEHMWE CTPEeNKY NoKasanocb, YTO ero Teno KyAa-To MiblBeT.

"opbl NpU3payYHo MasYUIN Ha ropu3oHTe. Ho Tam, Bnepeau, 66110
N 4TO-TO ewle. TONbKO ropasgo 6nmxke. Bcero-to, MOXeT OblITb,



MUAAX B NATWM. OH NPULLYPUACS, HO CUSHUE COMHLLA CNENUIIO rNasa, BOC-
NasieHHble OT Mecka 1 3Hosi. OH TPAXHY/N FON0BOW U NMPOAO/MHKU CBOWA
nyTb. CTULLOK NO-NPeXHeMy ryaen B rooBe, NOBTOPAACL ONATb U ONATb.
I"ne-To yepes yac OH ynan u obogpan cebe pyku. CTpenok cMOTpen Ha
Kanenbku KpoBMW, MPOCTYNMBLUME HA MOTPecKaBLUeics KOXe, —CMOT-
pen n He Bepun cBouM rnasam. KpoBb He cTana BOAAHMCTON. Camas
06bIKHOBEHHAsA KpPOBb, KOTOPas YXXe ymupana Ha Bo3gyxe. [MouTtu Takas
)K€ CaMOJ0BO/IbHaA, KakK 1 3Ta NycTbIHS. CTPenoK ¢ 0TBpaLleHMeM CTPSX-
Hyn anble kanau. CamofoBonbHanA? A nouvemy 6bl 1 HeT? KpoBb He To-
MUTCA Xaxaol. KpoBu cnyxat ncnpaeHo. MpuHocaT el xepTsy. Kpo-
BaBYIO XepTBy. Bce, uTo TpebyeTcs OT Hee, —3TO TeYb... TeUb... U TEYb.

OH cMOTpen, Kak asble Kanav ynanu Ha TBepAblii cnaHew,, KakK 3em-
NS NOrN0TUAA UX CO CBEPXBECTECTBEHHOM, XXYTKOM CKOPOCTbIO. Kak Tebe
3T0 HpaBunTCA, KpoBb? Kak Tebe 3T0 HpaBUTCA?

Wucyc mnnocepaHblii, NoO-MoeMy,  CXOXY C yMa.

OH nogHAncs, NpuxXumMas pyku K rpyau. Ta LWTyKa, KOTOPYH OH
BUAEN paHblue, BAaneke, 6bina noyuTu nepef HUM. Tak 61u3ko... CTpe-
NOK UCNYraHHO BCKPUKHY —XPUNbIA BO3rNac, MOX0XWUA Ha KapKaHbe
BOPOHa, 3arnyLleHHoe Nblibio. 3aaHne. HeT —LenbIX ABa 34aHWs, OKpy-
XEHHbIX NOoBaNeHHOM nM3ropoapto. [ipeBecuHa Kasanacb CTapoii u xpyn-
KOWA, efjBa 1 He MpU3payHoii: fepeso, obpaLlatoLieecs B Necok. OfHO U3
3[aHWI KOTJa-TO CMYXXMNO KOHIOLIHER W [0 CUX MNOp eLle COXPaHUno ee
o4yepTaHums. BTopoe 3naHne —XKUI0 JOM UK, MOXET BbITb, MOCTOANbIN
4Bop. MpomeXxyTouHas CTaHLMs 4N peiicoBbIX SKMNaxeil. BeTxuii nec-
YaHbIl 4OMUK (3a JONTUE TOAbl BeTep NMOKPbIA APEBECUHY NaHLMUPeM U3
rnecka, U Tenepb A0M MOXOAW/ Ha 3aMOK, C/IEM/IEHHbIA HAa MOPCKOM Gepe-
ry W3 CbIpOro Mecka, BbICYLUEHHbI W 3aKaneHHbI COMHLEM) oTopachl-
Ba/l TOHEHbKYH) MOMOCKY TeHW. W KTO-TO cufen Tam, B TeHW, NpuCno-
HUBLUWCb K CTeHe. Ka3anoch, CTeHa NMPOrHynack noj TAXeCTbHO ero Beca.

Ctano 6bITb, OH. HakoHel,. YenoBeK B UepHOM.

CTpenok 3amep Ha MecTe, Npmxumas pyku K rpyau. OH gaxe He
0C03HaBan NagoCHy0 TeaTpasbHOCTb CBOEN Mo3bl. HO BMecTo oxujae-
MOro TpeneLLyuiero Bo3oyxgeHuns (Miv, MoXet 6bITb, CTpaxa, Uaun 6na-
rOroBeHUs) OH MOYyBCTBOBA... OH BOOOLLE HMYEro He MOYYBCTBOBAS,
KpOMe pa3Be 4YTO CMYTHOFO OLLYLLEHUSA BUHbI U3-3a BHE3AMHOW, KNOKO-
yyLiei HeHaBUCTU K COOCTBEHHO KPOBM 1 6ECKOHEUYHOr0 3BOHA TOI AeT-
CKOI MEeCeHKM:

...J0>Kb B IcnaHnm ngeT...

OH [BMHYNCA Brepes, BbiIHUMas Ha X0y PeBo/bBep.

...CKOpO BCe BOJON 3a/beT.

MocnefHIO YeTBEPTb MWW OH NPEOA0NeN NovTn 6erom, faxe He
MbITasACh CKPbIBATLCA: 34€Ch He 3a YeM 6bIno YKpbITbCA. Herge cnpataTsb-
c. Ero kopoTkas TeHb 6exana c HAM HareperoHku. OH He 3Han,
4TO €ro NMUO JaBHO 06paTUIOCh B CEPYHD, MEPTBEHHYIO MacKy



ncroweHuns. OH 3abbln 060 BCEM —KpOMe 3TOi (urypbl B TeHU. [o ca-
MO nocnefHel MUHYTbI MY aXe B FOMI0BY He MPUXOAUO, YTO Yeno-
BEK B TEHW 3[aHNA MOXET ObITb MepTB.

OH BbIOMA HOTO 0AHY M3 AOCOK MOKOCKBLUErocs 3abopa (oHa nepe-
NOMUIACh MOMNO0JiaM YyTb 1M He BUHOBATO, HE U3/iaB HU eAMHOIO 3BYKA)
W, BCKMHYB peBO/bBEp, MPOMYAncs no mycTbIHHOMY [BOpPY, 3aMTOMY
CBETOM CNensLLero conHua.

—Tbl Y MeHs nof npuuenom! PyKu BBepX, LUMKOXUH CbiH...

®urypa 6ecnoKoiHO 3aLleBenniach U NoOAHANACh, BbINPSAMUBLLMNCH
B MOJIHbI pocT. CTpenok nogyman: «boXke Moid, 0T Hero »ke noyTu HU-
Yero He 0CTanoCh... YTO C HUM CAYUUNOCL?» —I1OTOMY YTO YeNOBEK B
YepHOM CTan HKe Ha J06pbIX ABa hyTa, a ero Bonocbl nobenenu.

CTpenok ocTaHOBWACA, NOPaXeHHbIN, HeaoyMeBaroLwmii. FonoBa y
Hero rygena. Cepgue 6eLIeHo KONoTMA0Ch B rpyan. «H ymuparo, —no-
[Lyman oH, —ceivac 8 ympy, Npsimo 34echb...»

OH Habpan B Nnerkve packajneHHOro Bo3fyxa W YPOHWN ronoBy, a
Korfa yepe3 MrHOBeHWe MOAHAN rnasa, To YBUAEN He YenoBeka B yep-
HOM, @ MafbUMLLKY CO CBET/IbIMW BbIFOPEBLUMMMW BONOCaMM, KOTOPbIN
CMOTpes Ha Hero Kak 6yfTo 6e30 BCAKOro uHTepeca. CTpesiok Tyno yc-
TaBW/ICA Ha NAPHULLKY U TPAXHYN rON0BOW, Kak 6bl 0TpULLas peanbHOCTb
npoucxopsiLero. Ho peanbHOCTb YNOPHO CONpOTMBAANAch. Manbuuk
HWKyfa He nponan. Ecnm 3To 6b110 HaBaXeHWe, TO 0YeHb CU/bHOE Ha-
BaXJeHne. ManbynK B CUHUX MKMHCAX C 3an1aTKol Ha KofieHe 1 B Npo-
CTOV KOpUYHeBoOli pybaxe U3 rpy6oii TkaHu.

CTpenok CHoBa TPAXHY FOI0BOA W ABUHY/ICS B CTOPOHY KOHHOLLI-
HUW, TNAas cebe Moj HOTU W He BbiMycKas U3 pyku pesonbeep. OH Bce
elle He cobpancs ¢ MbicasaMu. B ronose Bce nabiio. Tam HapacTana Ty-
nasi, orpoMHas 60nb.

B KOHIOLLUHE ObIN0 TEMHO, TUXO W HEBBLIHOCUMO Xapko. CTpenok or-
nspencs. BocnaneHHble rnasa cagHWIo, CMOTPEeTb 6bin0 601bHO. OH
06epHyNCcs, NOKaYHYBLUWNCH KaK NbAHbIN, U YBUAEN ManbUnLLIKY, KOTO-
pbiii CMOTPEN Ha Hero, CcTos B ABepsiX. OCTPbIA KAMHOK 6011 NPOH3UA
ero rosioBy, OT BMCKa [0 BUCKA. Pa3pe3an mMo3r, Kak anenbcuH. CTpenok
y6pan peBosnbBep B KOOYpy, NOLIATHYNCS, B3MaxHyN pyKamu, CMOBHO
OTrOHAS NPU3PaYHOE HaBaXKAEHWE, 1 YNan NULOM BHU3.

Korfa oH 04YHYNCs, TO 0GHAPYXMWN, UTO NEXUT Ha CrKHe, a Nnoj ro-
NOBOWA Y HEro —O0Xarnka MArKoro ceHa, CoBepLIeHHo Ge3 3anaxa. Manb-
UMK He CMOT NMepeABMHYTH CTPESKa, HO MOCTapascs yCTPOUTL ero

78 noyaoGHee. bbino npoxnagHo. OH ornsgen ceés U yBugen, uro



ero pyballka —TemHasa U MOKpas Ha rpyau. O6nu3as rybbl, CTpenok
NOYyBCTBOBA/ BKYC BOAbl. A3bIK KaK 6YATO pacnyx 1 y>ke He nomelan-
s BO PTY.

ManbumKk cuaen Ha KopToukax TYT e, psgom. Korga oH ysugen,
YTO CTPENoK NPUOTKPbIN rNasa, OH HaKNOHWUACS U NPOTAHYN eMy XKec-
TSHYI KOHCEpPBHYI 6aHKy C HEPOBHbIMU 3a3yOPEHHbIMU Kpasmu, Ha-
MOSIHEHHYIO BOAOA. CTPENOK CXBaTWUA ee TPACYLMMUCA PyKaMu U no-
3B0KN cebe oTNUTb. YyTb-4yTb —cCamyto ManocTb. Korga Boga yner-
Nacb Y Hero B XKMBOTE, OH OTMNWJI eLle HEMHOro. A TO, YTO OCTasoCh, BbIM-
NecHyn ce6e B ML, CAaBNEHHO 0TAYBasACh. KpacuBble rybbl MaibyuLLIKu
N30TrHYNCb B CEPbE3HON, CAEPXKAaHHOW yNblOKe.

—IoecTb He xoTuTE, C3p?

—Mono3xe, —cKasan cTpesiok. TOWHOTBOPHasA 601b B ro/ioBe —
nocnesCcTBME COMHEYHOr0 yjapa —Cnerka noyTuxna, Ho eLle He npoLuna
[0 KOHLA. Boja HenpuKasHHO x/tonana B Xenyake, kak 6yaTo He 3Has,
Kyjaa el Tenepb nogatbca. —Tbl KTO?

—MeHs 30ByT [KOH Yeiimbep3. MoxeTe HasblBaTb MeHs [KeliK.
A APYXY C OAHOM TETEHbKOWA... HY He TO UTOGbI APY>XY, OHa Y Hac paboTa-
eT... TaK BOT, OHa MHOr4a Ha3blBaeT MeHs bamoii, HO Bbl Ha3blBaiTe MeHs
Lxeik.

CTpesniok cef, U TOWHOTBOPHaA 60/1b 06epHynach HeyaepXUMbIM
no3bIBOM K pBoTe. OH COrHysncs nononam, 60psacb CO CBOUM B3BYHTO-
BaBLUMMCA Xenyakom. XKenyfok Bce-Taku nobeaun.

—Tam ecTb elle, —cka3an [elik v, 3abpaB 6aHKy, Hanpasunca B
JanbHU KOHeL, KOHIOWHW. OCTaHOBU/ICA HAa NOMINYTW U, OMNISHYBLUMUCH,
HeyBEPEHHO Y/bIOHYCA CTPenKy. TOT KMBHYN Ma/ibynKy, NOTOM Onyc-
TWN rON0OBY, NOAMEPEB NOABOPOAOK pyKamu. Manbumk 6b11 CMMNaTny-
HbIA, XOPOLUO C/IOXEHHBINA, NeT, HaBepHOe, AecATU AN OAUHHAALATU. B
06LeM, Manb4mK Kak MasibuuK, BOT TOMIbKO /INLLO Y Hero... Kak 6yATo Ha-
KPbITOE TEHbIO cTpaxa. Ho 310 6bIN0 HopManbHO. Jaxe xopowo. He 6yab
3TOl TeHU, CTPeNoK 6bl NooCTepercs emMy 4OBEPATh.

M3 cympaka B fjlasibHeM KOHLe KOHIOLLIHW 0HeCcCs KaKo-To rNyxoi,
HEMOHATHBINA WyM. CTPesIoK BCTPEBOXEHHO BCKUHY/ FOI0BY, PYKMN Cami
NOTAHYNUCL K peBobBepaM. CTpaHHbIl WYM ANACA NPUMEPHO CEKYH[,
NATHaALaTh, NOTOM 3aTMX. ManbynK BEPHYICS CXKECTAHKON —yKe Ha-
MONHEHHOW [0 Kpaes.

CTpenok onaTb OTAWA COBCEM HEMHOro. Ha 3ToT pa3 Aeno nowno
nyduwe. bosib B rofioBe Havana NPOXoauTb.

—$1 He 3Han, 4YTO MHe C BaMW Aenatb, KOrga Bbl ynanu, —ckasan
[xellk. —MHe cnepBa NoKa3anoch, YTO Bbl XOTE/IM MEHSA 3aCTPeSiNTb.

—MoxeT 6bITb. A NpUHAN Tebs 3a Apyroro.

—3a CBALWEeHHMKA?

CTpenok cpasy HaCTOPOXUACS.

Manb4uK B3rISIHYN Ha HEro ¥ HaXMypuWcs. ja



— OH ocTaHaBnMBancs BO fBope. A cnpdartancd B gjome. Nnum ato
ambap, 5 He 3Hat0. OH MHE He NOHpPaBU/CA, U A He CTan BbIX0AMTb. OH
MpUWLLEN HOYbIO, a Ha CReaytoLLniA AeHb ywen. f 66l cnpsATanca u oT Bac,
HO S cnan, Korga Bbl NOAOWAN. —B3rnag ManbyYullKy, HanpasieHHbIi
KyZa-TO NoBepx ronoBbl CTPesKa, BAPYT cAenanca MpayHbiM. — A He
no6nto nogeii. OHU MHe BCe Bpems Bce NopTAT.

—A KaK OH BbIrfia4en, 3TOT CBALLEHHUK?

ManbyurK noxan nnevyamu.

—Kak 1 BCAKMiA CBSILLLEHHMK. B TaKoi YepHOW LITyKe.

—Twuna cyTaHbl C KanoLwoHoM?

—UT0 Takoe cytaHa?

—Takoii 6anaxoH. Tuna nnatbs.

Manb4ynK KNUBHYI.

—B 6anaxoHe ¢ KanoLwoHoM.

CTpeniok pe3ko nojascs Brnepes, U ManbyuK OTLIATHY/ICA, YBUAEB
ero nuuo.

—/1aBHO OH TyT npoxogun? CKaxu MHe, BO UMS 0TLa.

-4, 4.

—4 Tebe HMYero He caenato, —TeprnennBo cKasan CTpenok. —Hwu-
4ero nJoxoro.

—41 He 3Hat0. {1 He 3arnoMuHato Bpems. 34ecChb BCE HWN O4UHAKOBBIE.

TonbKo Tenepb CTPENOK 3afancs BONPocoM, a Kak BOO6LLe 3TOT MaSib-
YMK crofa nonas, Kak OH 04yTWUACS B 3TOM 3a6POLLUEHHOM MECTe, OKpYy-
YXEHHOM Ha MHOTMe MWW CYXOW MyCTbiHei, y6UBaloLLEl BCE XKMBOE.
Bnpouem, eMy-To Kakoe aeno. Ceiyac u 6e3 Toro xgataeT 3a60T.

—IMonpob6yem Bce-Takn nogcuntatb. OYeHb AaBHO?

—HeT. He oyeHb. A cam 34ecb HeflaBHO.

CTpenok 6ykBanbHO NOYYBCTBOBA/, KaK BHYTPW CHOBA BCMbIXHY/
0roHb. OH CXBaTWU/ XECTAHKY C BOLOM W XafHO OTNUN eLle rnoTok. Ero
pyku gpoxanu. Camyto ManocTb. B rosioBe cHOBa BCMAbIAM 06PbIBKY AeT-
CKOW KONbI6eNbHOM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 nepes ero MblCIeEHHbIM B30pOM Npej-
CTasIo Y)XKe He ML0 MaTepu, a Iuuo 3auc, co WwpaMom Ha nby. dnauc,
KoTopas 6bl1a ero XXeHLWNHOK B MEPTBOM Tenepb rOPOAKe Noj Ha3BaHU-
em Tann.

—Ckonbko? Hepenwo? Ase? Tpn?

Ma/ibumK 03afa4eHHO NOCMOTPES Ha Hero.

-Oa.

—YT10 pa?

—Hepento. inu gse. —OH ornagencs, cnerka nokpacHes. —C 1ex
nop A TpW pasa Xxo4un B Tyanet no 60/bwoMy. H Tenepb Tak U3MEpPSH0
Bpems. Ano-4pyromy —Hukak. OH faxe He nun Bogpl. A nogyman, 4yto
OH, MOXeT BbITb, NPU3pakK CBALLEHHNKA. Kak B TOM usibMe, npo 3oppo.
ToNbKO Tam 6bI1 HE NPU3pPaK U He CBALLEHHWK. A HEXOPOLUMNIA 6aHKMp,

KOTOPbIA X0Ten 3anonyynTb cebe 3emMnt0, NOTOMY YTO Tam 6bI10
80 301070. MbI ¢ muccuc Loy xoamnu B KnuHo. Ha Taimc-ckBep.



CTpesioK He NMOoHAN, 0 YeM rOBOPUT Maslb4yuK, 1 MO3TOMY NPOMOsYaIl.

—4 uenyranca, —pob6asun Manbunk. —$ 60a5CA NOYTK BCe Bpe-
ma. —Ero nuuo BApyr 3a4poXkano, CNOBHO XpycTasb Mo Harnopom npe-
[eNbHO BbICOKOWA, pa3pyLUNTenbHOW HOTbl. — OH faxe He CTan pas3Bo-
OUTb KocTep. TpocTo cugen. A AaXke He 3Hako, Cran OH WK HeT.

Tak 61m3ko! O 6oru! Tak 613K0... HecMOTps Ha HEBEPOATHYHO 06€e3-
BOXXEHHOCTb OPraHn3ma, pyKu CTpenKka cTain BNaXKHbIMU, TUMKUMWN.

—TyT eCTb HEMHOIO CYLLIEHOr0 Msica, —CKas3as emy MasibyuK.

—XopoLo, —KNBHYN CTPENOK. —3aMeyaTesibHo.

Manbynk nofgHANCA, 4TO6bl CXOANUTL 3a 06eLlaHHbIM MACOM. B Ko-
NeHKax NeroHbLKO XpycTHYNo. [lepxancsa oH npsmo. JlagHas, cTpoliHas
thurypka. MNycTbIHSA eLLle He ycnena ero UCCyLmnTb. PyKy 6b1in 4y Tb-4yThb
XY[0BaThl, HO KOXa, XOTS 1 3aropesiad, elle He 3arpy6ena n He pactpec-
Kanacb. «OH MOMIOH COKOB, —NoAyMan cTpefniok. —W HaBepHoe, necok
Habwmncs emy B Mo3ru. COBCEM OH TYT 0Aypen OT Xapbl. VIHaye OH 6bl
3abpan y MeHs peBoabBep 1 NpucTpenun 6ol Ha MecTe, NoKa A Bansancs
6€e3 4yBCTB».

X018, MOXET ObITb, ManbynK NPOCTO 06 3TOM He nogyMmarl.

CTtpenok otnun ewe Bofbl. «C MECKOM B MO3rax Wan HeT, HO OH —
He oTClO4a».

Jb>xelik BepHycA ¢ BANEHbIM MACOM, pa3pe3aHHbIM Ha HebonbLLmne
KYCOUYKU. MACO BbIN0 XECTKUM, XUINUCTbIM U LWeApOo CLOOPEeHHbIM CO-
Nbl0 —Y CTpesKa 3almnnano rybol, CnaoLlb B MENKUX TPELLUHKAX U A3-
Boukax. OH efl 1 Nu, Noka He MOYYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO B HErO YXXe He fe3eT.
Manbyunk efBa NPUTPOHYNCH K MULLE.

CTpenok BHUMaTENbHO M3y4an [kelika, a TOT CMOKOWHO BbIgepXHU-
BaJsl ero B3rnsg.

—OTKyaa Tbl, [)XeinK? —HaKOHeL, CNPOCUN OH.

—4 He 3Hal0. —Manbunk Haxmypunca. —He 3Halo. A 3Han, Korga
TO/MbKO-TOMIbKO CHOAa nonas, Ho Ternepb He MOry BCMOMHUTL. Bce pac-
N/bIBAeTCA, KaK NI0XOMN COH, KOTAa Thl Y>Ke NPOCHYNCA. MHE YacTo CHAT-
cs njoxue cHbl. Muccuc Loy roBoput, 4To 3T0 BCe NOTOMY, YTO A CMOT-
PO CINLLIKOM MHOTO Y>KaCTUKOB N0 OAWHHAALAaTOMY KaHasy.

—UT0 Takoe KaHan? —Y cTpenka BAPYT MeNbKHY/a COBEPLUEHHO
6e3yMHas Mbicib. —UTO-TO Bpoe Nyya?

—HeT. 3710 no Tenuky.

—UT0 Takoe Tenunk?

—Hy... —Manbumnk noyecan no6. —TaKne KapTUHKMU.

—Tebs KT0-TO NpuBen ctoga? 3ta muccuc LLloy?

—HeT, —cKa3an manbynK. —HA NpocTo 34eCb 04yTUIICA.

—A muceuc Loy, ato KT0?

—$ He 3Hal0.

—A NoYeMy OHa HasblBaeT Te6s bamoin?

—He nomHto. qi



—Kakas-1o epyHfa nonyyaetcs, —6YpKHYN CTPENoK.

EMy BApYr NMOKa3anock, 4TO ManbyunK ceilyac 3annader.

—41 npaBfa HUYEro He 3Hat0. A NPOCTO 34ecb 0Kasancs. Ecnu 6bl Bbl
CMPOCUAN MeHS BYepa Npo KaHanbl N TeNnK, s 6bl Bam BCe pacckasan. A
3aBTpa A, MOXET 6bITb, aXKe He BCMOMHIO, YTO MeHs 30BY [kelik. Pa3se
YTO Bbl MHE MOACKaXeTe, TONbKO Bbl MHE HUYEro He nogckaxete. MoTo-
My UTO 3aBTpa Bac 34ecb He byaeT. Bbl yiifeTe, U 8 yMpY € ronogy, noTo-
MY YTO Bbl Cbe/i MOYTWN BCHO MOKO efy. A ctofa He XoTen. A He npocwun,
4yTo6blI MeHA crofa nepeHecnn. MHe 3[ecb He HpaBUTCA. TYT XYTKO U
CTpaLLHO.

—He Hago Tak cunbHO cebs XxaneTb. [ep>Kn XBOCT MUCTONETOM.

—41 ctofa He X0Ten, —MOoBTOPU Ma/lbyYMK C Pe6AYECKMM BbI30BOM B
ronoce.

CTpenok cben eule Kycok mMsca. Npexze 4yem MpornotuTb, JONT0
XeBaJi, 4ToObl BbIJaBUTbL COMb. MaslbunMK TOXE CTas 4acTbl efUHOro
Lienoro, 1 CTPenokK 6bl/1 YBEPEH, YTO OH FOBOPWUT eMy NpasAy: OH OKa3asl-
s 34ecb He N0 co6CTBEHHOW Bosie. OH He X0Ten, YTobbl Tak 6b110. Mno-
X0. O4eHb M10X0. ATO OH, CTPE/OK... OH caM Tak XoTen. Ho OH HMKorga
He X0Ten rpsasHoi urpbl. OH He xoTen y6uBaTb HUKOro B Tanne. He xo-
Ten yéusatb 91U, 3Ty HEKOrfa KpacuBYIO XeHLUMHY, Ybe Lo 6b110
OTMeYeHO TalHOW, KoTopas BCe Xe OTKpblaach eli B CaMOM KOHLe, —Tali-
HOW, K KOTOpOIi OHa CTpemMunach 1 fO KOTOpOi Aobpanach, CKasaB 3TO
CM0BO, 3TO AeBATHAaALATH, Kak 6YATO OTKPbINAa 3aMOK K/o4YoM. OH He
XOTef, 4To6bl ero cTaBMAW nepes BbI6OPOM: UCMOMAHUTL CBOW JOAT UK
npeBpaTUTLCA B 6€3)KAN0CTHOro y6uiilly. 3TO HEYeCTHO: BbINUXMBATb
Ha CLeHY HM B YeM He MOBUHHbIX filoAeli —NOCTOPOHHUX Nojen —u
3aCTaBnATb MX y4yacTBOBaTb B 3TOM CMEKTaK/e, KOTOPbIA A8 HUX 4y-
YOI N HEMOHATHBIN. «dnnu, —noAymMan oH, — NN X0Ts Bbl XKuna B
3TOM MUpe, NYCTb B CBOEM, W/IHO30PHOM, HO BCe-Taku 34ecb. A 3TOT
Ma/ibU¥K... STOT NPOKAATHIA MabUVK...»

—Pacckaxu BCe, YTO Tbl MOMHULLbL, —CKa3an OH [eliky.

—$ Masio YTo NOMHI0. A TO, YTO MOMHIO, 3TO M BMNPaBAY Kakas-To
epyHgza. MonHbIii 6pes,.

—Bce paBHO pacckaxu.

Manbuuk 3agymarsncs, ¢ yero Havatb. V1 gyman gonro.

—bBbINo 0HO MecTo... O TOrO, Kak 5 3A4ecb okasancs. Takol 60/b-
LU0 [OM, F4e MHOTO KOMHAT, a PAAoM —ABOPUK, OTKY/a BUAHbI BbICO-
YeHHble 34aHnA 1 Boga. A B BOfe CTOANA CTaTys.

—CrTaty4 B Bofe?

—la. Takas XeHLLMHa, B KOPOHE 1 C (DaKeIoM... 1 eLLle, KaXeTcs, ¢
KHUTOMA.

—Tbl YTO —BbIAYMbIBaeLLb Ha Xo4y?

— MOXeT 6blTb, —0e3HaAeXKHO 0TBETUN MaNbYyuK. —
g2 eLle ObINK Takue WTYKK, YTOObI €34MTb Ha HUX NO ynauuam. bosb-



LUME U ManeHbKKne. Bonblune —CuHUe ¢ 6enbiM. A ManeHbKne —kenTble.
XKentbIx 6bI10 MHOrO. f LWen B WKony. Baonb ynuy, TAHYIUCL Takue 3a-
LeMEHTMPOBaHHbIE LOPOXKU. A elle Tam Obln 60MbLUNE OKHA, YTOObI B
HUX CMOTpeTb, U CTaTyu B ogexze. CTaTyu npojasany ofexay. H noHu-
Mato, YTO 3TO 3BYUUT NO-AYpPaLKy, HO Te CTaTyu NpoLaBan Ofexay.

CTpenok nokayan rofioBoii, NpUcTanbHO BCMATPMBasiCh B NL0 Mafib-
YMKa —MbITaACh pacno3HaTb I0XKb. HO MasibyMK, NOXO0Xe, He fras.

—94 wen B WKOAY, —YNPAMO MOBTOPUA MafbyullKa. —Y MeHs
6blna... —OH NPUKPbIN Fa3a 1 nowesennn rybamu, kak 6yaTo Hallynbl-
Bas C/10Ba, —CYMKa /11 KHWT... Takas KopuyHesas. U ewe —3aBTpak. U
Ha MHe 6blN... —OH CHOBa 3amnHy/cs, My4YnTeNbHO NoAbupas closo, —
rascTyK.

-4Tto?

—H He 3Hat0. —MarnbunkK 6e30THETHO MOIOXKUI PYKY Ha ropno. AToT
XecT BCerja accouumpoBanca y CTpenka ¢ noselleHvem. —He 3Hato. Bee
3710 ncyesno. —OH 0TBeN B3rnaAL.

—MOXHO 5 Teb5 yCbINA? —CNpocun CTPENoK.

—$ He xX04y cnartb.

—$1 Mory ycbIinuTb Tebs, YT06bI Thl BCMOMHWUA. Bo cHe.

LKeiK ¢ COMHeHVeM CnpoCcua:

—A Kak Bbl MeHs ycbinute?

—A BOT TakK.

CTpenok BbIHY/ M3 NATPOHTaLla OAMH NaTPOH M Hayas BEPTETh ero
B Nanbuax. Ero agBmxeHus 661y NPOBOPHbLIMU, MNaBHbIMW —KaK fibto-
Leeca Macno. MNaTpoH Kak 6yATo nepeTekan oT 60MbLIOro NanbLa K yKa-
3aTe/IbHOMY, OT yKa3aTe/lbHOro —K CpeAHeMy, OT cpefiHero —k 6esbl-
MAHHOMY, OT 6e3bIMAHHOI0 —K MU3WHLYY. Ha MrHOBEHWe 1cyes 13 Buay,
NoTOM NOABM/CA ONATb. Ha fONI0 CeKyHAbl 3aBUC HEMOABWMXHO U 4BU-
Hy/cA 06paTHO, MepennBasch MeXay najblamu cTpeska. Manbynk cmMoT-
pen. Ero Hej0BEPUMBOE BbIpaXKEHNE CMEHWUNOCh UCKPEHHUM BOCTOPIOM,
MOTOM —BOCXMLLEHWEM, a MOTOM ero B3rnag ctan nyctsiM. OH OTK/IO-
umnca. nasa3sakpblanck. MaTpoH nascan B nanbuax cTpesnka. B3aa-sne-
pes. Mnasa [pkeiika onaTb pacnaxHy/UCh; OH eLLe C NOIMUHYTbI NOHa6-
ntojan 3a NnaBHOW NAACKON MaTpoHa M CHOBa 3aKpbln rnasa. CTpenok
Npojo/mKan KpyTUTb NaTpoH, HO [lKelik 60/bLUe He OTKpbIBan rnas. Ero
AbIXaHWe 3aMeffinoCh, CTano CNOKOMHbIM U POBHLIM. Heyxenu Tak
Hafo0? Heyxenu Tak n 4OMKHO 6b110 6b1Tb? [a. Bo Bcem 3TOM 6bina gaxke
Hekas KpacoTa, XpynKas 1 X0n04Has, Kak KpyXeBHble Y30pbl N0 Kpasm
rony6bIx neasHbIX rnblb. EMy onATb MOKa3anocb, YTO OH CAbIWUT, Kak
Mama MoeT eMy MecHI0, HO He Ty FNynyto AeTCKYH neceHky npo Wcna-
HUIO 1 [OXAb, & APYTYI0, TakKylo Xe rynyt 1 Takyto >Xe MWy, 4To
JoHOoCKNach 13 fanbHEero faneka, KOrga oH y>ke 3acbinas, N1eroHbKo no-
KauyuBasch Ha Kpaellke cHa.l1THUYKa OBCAHKA, CKOpee ie TW, CKO-
pee neTun 1 KOP3UHKY Hecu. o>



CTpenok cHOBa NOYYBCTBOBAS, KaK ero HaKpblBaeT BOSIHA NAOTHOI
[yLieBHOW MyTu. [aTpoH B ero manbliax, ¢ KOTOPbIM OH YNpaBas/ics ¢
TakMM HEMOCTMXMMbIM U3SILLECTBOM, BAPYT NMOKa3ancsa emMy XuBbIM. Ta-
KOe MafieHbKOe cBepKatoLee Yygosuile. CTPenoK YpoHUA NaTpoH B na-
[OHb 1 [0 6071 CXKan pyKy B Kynak. Ecnm 6bl naTpoH celivac B3opBasncs,
CTPenoK 6bin 6bl TONLKO paf. Pag n36aBnTbCa OT PyKK, Ybe e4UHCTBEH-
HOe UCTMHHOE MacTepPCTBO —3TO YOMIACTBO. Y 6UIACTBO ObINO BCErAa, Tak
yCTPOeH Mup. Ho oT aToro 66110 He nerye. [a, Ha cBeTe eCTb MHOTO M/10-
X0ro. Y6uicTBo, Hacunue n 4yaoBuLLHbIe AesHUs. U Bce 3T0 —BO NMSA
fo6pa. Lobpa, 06arpeHHOro KpoBbio. Bo nms KpoBaBoro muda, Bo MMs
paansa, Bo uma bawHu. Oa. 'ge-T1o0 oHa cTouT, bawHA (Kak roBopsar,
nocepegnHe BCEro) —cCTOWT, BCNapbiBas Hebeca CBOel YepHOW rpoma-
[ON, 1 B OYULLEHHbIX XXapOM MYCTbIHW Yllax CTpefika BHOBb 3a3BY4YuT
TUXWUI 1 NAaCKOBbI MaMWH FOM0C; YNK-YUPUK, He BOICS KOLLEK, Aam Tebe
A XNeBHbIX KPOLLEK.

OH OTMaxHyncs OT 3TON MeCeHKW, Kak OT Ha30MAUBOWA Myxu, U
cnpocwun:

—TIpe To1?

LLI

[bKeilk Uelimbep3 —oH >ke bama —cnyckaeTcs no necTHULE ¢ nop-
Tdenem Bpykax. B nopTdene —y4ebHVKN: NpUpoLoBeAeHIe, reorpadims,
TeTpagb, KapaHaall, 3aBTpak, KoTopblil MaMuHa Kyxapka, muccuc I'pe-
Ta Loy, npuroTosuna 415 Hero B KyxHe, rae BCe U3 XpoMa 1 NnacTuka,
r4e HEeMPEeCTaHHO NyauT BO3AyX00UMCTUTENb, NOMOWAIOLMIA HENPUAT -
Hble 3anaxu. B nakeTe Ana 3aBTpaka —CaHzBUY C apaxncoBbiM Mac/iom
¥ MOBULOM U eLLe OJMH, C KOMYEHOI Konbacol, canaToM v IYyKOM, 1 Ye-
ThIpe Kekca «Opeox». EropognTeny He TO 4T06bI €ro He N6AT, HO, Mo-
XO>Ke, [iABHO Y>Ke He 3aMeyato T poAHOro cbiHa. OHU JaBHO OT Hero oTka-
3a/1Ch ¥ npenopy4nnn 3aboTam muccuc MpeTbl LLIoy, MHOFOUNCIEHHBIX
HSHEK npeneTuTOopa —neTom u LLkonkl Maiinepa (koTopas YacTHas,
0Y4eHb XopoLuasi U, caMoe rnasHoe, Tonbko 15 Benbix) —BO BCE OCTa/lb-
Hoe Bpemsl. HUKTO 13 3TUXNI0fei JadKe 1 He NPeTEHAYET Ha TO, YTO6bI
ObITb KEM-TO eLLe, KPOMe TOro, KTO OHU eCTb: NPOECCHOHAbI, NyuLLne
B CBOEM fiefie. HUKTO HU pasy He npukan ero K Tennoii rpyau, Kak aTo
BCErfa NpoMcXoayT B UCTOPUYECKMX TFOB0BHLIX pOMaHax, KoTopble Yun-
TaeT eroMama v KoTopble I>Keiik nepenMcTbiBaeT TaiikoM, B MOUCKaX
«BCAKUX FAynocTeli». MicTepnyeckme poMaHbl, Kak UX HOr4a HasblBaeT
nana. nu ewe — «Hernm>ke-cpbiBaiku». Ha YTo Mama emy OTBeYaeT C

npe3speHreM: «A Tbl TOMbKO 60NTaTb U CnocobeH», —a [ Keiik
84 3T0 BCe CNbILMT U3-3a 3aKPbIThIX [Apepeit. MNMana paboTaeT Ha



TenesuaeHun, n I>keiik, HaBepHoe, Mor 6kl 3TUM ropauTbes. Ho emy Bee
paBHo.

JDKeiiK eLLe He 3HaeT, A To HEHaBMANT BCEX NPOIECCHOHANOB, 38 MC-
KnroueHnem muccuc LLloy. JTioam Beeraa nprBoauam ero B 3aMeLLaTenbC TBO.
Kakue-T0 BCe OHM CTpaHHble. Ero Mama —KoTopasi 04eHb XyAas, Ho Cek-
canuibHO Xyias —4acTo CNUT CO CBOUMM [py3bsMI B OfHON nocTenu. Ee
Ipy3bsi BCe 60/bHbIE Ha ronoBy. Ero oTeLl vHorda ynoMuHae T Kakux-To
Ntofielt ¢ TeneBnaeHNs, KOTOpble «NepebapLyBaoT ¢ KOKa-Konoii». Mpu
9TOM OHYCMexaeTCa 1 ObICTPO HIOXaeT CBOV 60MLLUON Nanew,

W BOT OH BbIXOgUT 13 goma. [pKeiik Yeiimbep3 BbIXOAUT Ha yauLy.
Tak roBopsT 0 AeMOHCTpaHTax: OHY BbILLM Ha yauLy. OfeT BO BCe Yuc-
TeHbKoe. 3HaeT, Kak Hao cebs BeCTU. CMNaTUYHBIA, NOCAYLLUHbIA MaNb-
unk. Pa3 B Hegento oH e3guT B «Mug-TayH JleiiHe», B kerenb6aH. Y Hero
HeT Apy3eil —T0/bKO 3HaKOMble. OH HUKOra He 3alyMbIBa/ICsi 06 3TOM,
HO 3T0 ero 3ageBaeT. OH eLLe He 3HaeT WK He MOHUMaeT, YTo, NoCTo-
AHHO 06LLasiCh ¢ MPOecCHoHaamm, OH HEBOMLHO MEPEHSIT MHOTUE NX Yep-
Tbl 1 NpuBbIYKK. Muccuc MpeTa LLoy (4a, oHa nyudlle BceX OCTalbHbIX,
HO BCE PaBHO 3TO He yTellaeT) fenaeT B BbICLLE CTeneHn npodeccuo-
Ha/bHble caHagnun. OHa paspesaeT xNeb Ha YeTbipe YacTu U cpe3aeT
KOpKy, 1 Korga [>Keilk ecT cBou 6y Tepbpofbl Ha NEPEMEHKE, BbIraanT
BCE 3TO0 Tak, 6YATO OH rae-HMbyab Ha KOKTEiANe, a BMECTO KHIDKKU U3
LLKO/MbHON BMOAMOTEKN — YT O0-HWOYAb Npo cnopT wnun Auknii 3anag —
JEP>KUT BpyKe 60Kan Kpenkoil BbiNuekW. Ero oTe, 3aumbaeT 60nbLume
[J€eHbIY, NOTOMY YTO OH MacTep «3aBeCTy 3pUTeNs», TO eCTb YMeeT
BbIGPATb U BKIKOYUTb B MPOrpaMmy «y6oiiHoe» LLOY, KOTOpPoe 3a6MBaeT
«HEB3pAYHEHbKME Nepefaun» Ha KOHKYpUpytoLweM KaHane. Mana BbiKy-
pVBaEeT YeThIpe Nayky B AeHb. OH He KalunseT, HOy Hero Ts>kenas yx-
MbIKa, W MHOT4a OH NO3BONAET Cebe XNOMHYTh NapoyKy KOKa-Kofbl Mo
cTapoii namMsTu.

Bronb noynuue. MaTb JaeT eMy AeHEXKKY Ha TakCu, HO, Korja HeT
[O>K[A, OH BCerga xoauT newwkom. VigeT, pasmaxusas nopTdenem (Mnm
CYMKOVA, raey Hero Bce Ansa 60ymHra, XoT$, Kak npasuio, CYMKY OH OC-
TaenseTy cebs B LUKadyuyKe B KerenbbaHe). ManeHbkuii Maibumk. Takoii
CTOMNPOLEHTHbI aMepuKaHeL, ¢ ronyobIMy rnasam 1 6enoKypbIMn BONO-
camu. [IeBUOHKYM y>Ke HauMHaloT obpallaThb Ha Hero BHUMaHwue (C 0406-
PEHUS CBOMX Mamall), U OH y>Ke He CTOPOHWUTCA 1X, KaK ManeHbKui, ¢
NOAYEPKHY TOMN LeTCKO 3aHOCUMBOCTHHO. OH 06LLaeTCA C HUMUN C Takum
HEOCO3HaHHbLIM NPOChECCOHAM3MOM, YeM BeCbMa X CMyLLaeT. OHYyBre-
KaeTcs reorpadmeii, a mocne obega xognT B kerenbbaH. Ero nana Bnage-
€T NakeTOM aKLuWii Kakoin-TO KOMNaHuu no nNpou3BoACTBY aBToMaTW-
yeckoro 060opyfoBaHUsA ANA Kerenb6aHoB, HO Tam, Kyfa XoanT ke,
cTouT 060pys0OBaHMe Apyroi Mapku. EMy ka>keTcsl, 6yATO OH HUKOrAa
He 3aflyMbIBaCs 063TOM. Ho Ha caMoM fene —elLle Kak 3aayMbl-

BaUIicA. QS



Baonb no ynuue. Mumo «Bnymun», MarasuHa roToBoro nnaThbs, rae B
BUTPUHAX CTOST MaHeKeHbl, OfeThle B MEXOBbIE NabTO UK B LEN0BbIE
KOCTIOMbI Ha LLECTU NYroBuLax, a HeKOTopble — «6He3 BCero», COBCEM ro-
Nble. 9T MaHeKeHbl — TO>Ke 6e3ynpeyHble NPOeCCMOHabI, @ OH HeHa-
BMANT NpOCheccoHan3M BO BCeX NPosiBieHNsX. OH eLle CAULLKOM Man
JNs TOro, YTo6bl yMETb HeHaBUAETb Ce6s, HO HAYa0 Y>Ke MONOMKEHO:
HaJI0 ML BPEMS, YT00bI 3T0 ropbkKoe CeMs MPUHEC/IO FOPbKWIA NIOA,

OH JOXOAUT A0 YrAa u CTONT Ha NepeKpPecTKe C NopTdenemM B pyKe.
MalLvHbI CPeBOM HeCY T €S MO YNNLLE —CUHME C 6ebIM aBTO6YChI, YKeNThle
Takcy, «h0bKCBareHbl», rpy30BMKN. OH BCET0 MNLLb Ma/lbUMLLIKA, HO BbILLe
CpeAHMX COCOBHOCTEN; U KPaeLLKOM Fia3a OH ycreaeT 3aMeTUTb Yeno-
BEKa, KOTOpbIil eroy6nsaeT. Yenosek 04eT BO BCe YepHOe, U [I>Keiik He BU-
VT eronnua, ToNbKopa3BeBatoLLMACs 6anaxoH, v NPOTAHY Thie K HEMYPYKMU,
1 >KeCTKYI0 yNbI6Ky npodheccroHana. OH NafaeT Ha MPOe3>Kyto YacTb, He
BbIMyCKas N3pyK NopTaiens, B KOTOPOM/IEXKUT ero BbICOKOMPOJECCMOHab-
HbliA 3aBTPpak, NPUroTOoBNEHHbIAMUCeUe peToii LLoy. OH eLleycnesaeT 3a-
METUTb BOAUTENS —UCMyraHHOoe L0 3a 3a TEeMHEHHbIM BE TPOBbLIM CTEK-
7IOM. BU3HECMEeH B TEMHO-CUHEN LUNsMe CO CTUIbHLIM NepoM 3a IeHTOi. Y
KOro-TO B MaLLHe rpeMuT POK-H-posn. Ha TpoTyape, Ha TOl CTOPOHE,
KpMUMT Kakas-TO No>Kwias fama. Y Hee yepHas LUAsANKa C CETOUKON, B
KOTOpPOIi HET HIYET0 CTWILHOTO M U3SILLLHOrO —3Ta ceTouka 60bLue No-
X0>Ka Ha TpaypHYo Byasib. >KeliK He YyBCTBYET HUYETO, MLLb YANBEHNE
1 NPUBbLIYHOE NarybHoe 3amellaTeNbCTBO —HEY>Kenn BOT TakK BCE U KOH-
yaeTcA? M eMy y>Ke HMKOria He yyuLInTb CBONPe3ynbTaTbl B 6oynnHre?
BbixognT, ABa-CeMbiecs T —3aT0o npeaen? OHnagaeT Ha MPOe3>Kyto YacTh
W BUAMT B ABYX AtOMax 0T rnas CBe>Ke3afeNnaHHyto TpeLLyHy Ha acanb-
Te. MopTdenb BbineTaeT u3 pyK. OH Kak pa3 npusasyMancs, CUbHO
OH 060pan KofeHKy, KOrAa Ha Hero Haes>kae T MallmHa Toro 6usHecmeHa B
CWHE Ww/sne co CTUIbHbIM NepoM. OTPOMHBIN CUHWIA «Kaguinaks 76-ro
roga c wyHamn «PaepcToyH». MallyHa NoYTY Takoro >ke LBeTa, Kak 1
winsna soguTens. OHanomaeT [ KeiKy CrinHy, pacnnioLwmBaeT >KUBOT. Y
Hero n3opTa BbipblBaeTCA CTPYA Kposu. HacToswumi poHTaH. OH noso-
paunBaeT rofoBy 1 BUANT 3aXOKEHHbIE 3aHMe hoHapu.«Kagunnaks» Top-
MO3NT, M3-N0J KOnec BaMT fbM. MallumHa npoexanach 1 no nopTento,
OCTaBVB Ha HEM YepHbIii LUMPOKWIA cnef. JyKelik noBopayMBaeT ronosy B
APYTyto CTOPOHY M BUAUT rpoMagHblii Cepblil «popa», KOTOpbIA C BU3rOM
0CTaHaBNMBaeTCS B KaKMX-HNOYab HECKONbKYX Atoiimax oT ero Tena. Ka-
KO- T0 YePHOKO>KWIA NapeHb, HaBepHOe, TOT CaMblii, KOTOPbIV NPoaeT C
TENEXKKY COMEHbIE KPEHAENbKY W Fa3nupoBKy, 6eXKUT K Hemy. Kposb y [>keii-
Ka TeuyeT OTOBCHZY: U3 HOCa, U3 a3, W3 yLUel, 13 NPsMON KKK, Ero
reHUTaNnm NPeBpaTUINCh B KaLly. A OH BCe AyMaeT pasfparKeHHo, Cifb-
HO 11 OH 060Aapan KoneHkn. OH 6oUTCA, YTO ONO3AaeT B LLKOMY. Tenepb 1
BOAUTENb «Kaaunnaka» 6edKNT K HeMy, NpuunTas Ha xogy. OTKyga-To

[oHocuTCa ronoc. CTpaLUHbIiA, CNOKOWHbIA — rofoc HeYMOIMMOVA
36 CyAbObI:



—~AceaweHHUK. JaiTe npoiiTu. MocnegHee npuyacTye...

OH BMANT YepHblii 6anaxoH 1 06MypaeT 0T y>Kaca. 3TO0 oH. Yeno-
BeK B yepHoM. Cobpas nocneaHue cinbl, J>Kelik 0 TBOpaunBaeTCs OT HEro.
Ije-To urpaeT pasmno, NepefatoT NecHo POK-rpynnbl «Kucey». OHBUANT,
KaK ero pyku ckpebyT no acpansTy —6enble, ManeHbKue, akkypaTHbIe.
OH HUKOr ja He rpbI3 HOrTU.

"nA4a Ha ceov pyKu, [>KeriK ymupaeT.

n

CTpenok cugen, norpy>keHHbIN B TaXKenble fyMbl. OH ycTan, BCe ero
Teno 601en10, U MbICIN POXAAINCH Y HETO B FO/IOBE C M3MaTbIBatoLLel Mej-
NNTENBHOCTLIO. PSAOM C HUM, 38KaB PyKU MeXAy KOfeH, cnan yausu-
TeNbHbIA ManbyumK. OH paccKasan CBOK NCTOPUI0 OYEHb CMOKOMHO, XOTH
6/11>Ke K KOHLY ero rofioc Apoxkan —aTo Korja OH JoLen 40 «CBALLEHHN-
Ka» 1 0 «MOCNeAHEro nNpuyacTums». PasymeeTcsi, OH HUYEro He paccKasbl-
Ba/l HN O CBOEI CeMbe, HW O CBOEM OLLYLLEHWUN CTPaHHO, couBatoLLen ¢
TONIKY pPa3fBOEHHOCTU, HO BCe PaBHO KOe-4YTO MPOCOYMUIOCH B €ro pac-
CKa3 —J0CTaTO4HO, YTOObI MOHATL. TAaKOro ropoja, KOTopbIil ONMChLIBa
ManbyuK, HET W He OblN0 HMKOrfga (pas3Be YTO 3TO Gbln NEreHAapPHbIN
Napg) —HO 370 6bI10 He caMoe CTpaHHOe. XOTs CTPEIOK BCe PaBHO He Ha
LUYTKY BCTpeBOXMACA. BoobLue Becb paccKas Obl/1 KaKMM-TO TPEBOXKHbIM.
Ctpenok 6osncs faxe 3ayMbIBaTbCs 0 TOM, YTO BCe 3TO MOXET 3HAYMTD.

—Kelik?

—Y-ry?

—Tbl X04ellb MOMHUTL 06 3TOM, KOrAa NpocHewwbea? nn xoyellb
3a6bITb?

—3abbITb, —6bLICTPO OTBETU MabuyMK. —$ Obl BeCb B KpoBu. U
KOrja KpoBb MOLLIA Y MEHS U30 PTa, Y Hee Obla TaKOM BKYC... fi Kak 6yATo
roBHa Haencs.

—Xopouwo. Ceifyac Tbl 3aCHeLLb, NOHATHO? W 6yaewsb cnatb. Mo-
HacToswemy. [aBaii-Ka NoXuCb.

[>xelik nocaywHo ner. Tako ManeHbKWUiA, TUXniA N 6e306UAHBLIA —
c Buay. OfHaKo CTpenKy noYemy-To He BEPUIOCH B TO, YTO MaslbYuK Aeii-
CTBUTENIbHO 6e306MAHbIM. Bbl0 B HEM YTO-TO CTPaHHOE, POKOBOE, He-
Kuid fyx npegonpegeneHHoctun. Kak 6yaTo 370 6bina ovepesHas 10ByLU-
Ka. CTpesiky He HpPaBWNOCh 3TO FHETYLLEe OLYLIeHWE, HO eMY HpaBU/ICS
ManbymK. EMy 04eHb HpaBWUICA MabyuK.

—Kelik?

—Tc-c. A xouy cnatb. A cnto.

—[a. A korga Tbl NpoCcHeLbCA, Thl Bee 3abygelb. Bee, uto
MHe pacckasan. 87



—O’kei1. XopoLwuo.

ManbyuK cnas, a CTpesiok CMOTPes Ha HEero v BCNOMWHanN CBOe feT-
CTBO. MbICNeHHO BO3Bpallaschb B NPOLUAOE, OH 0ObIYHO UCMbITbIBAN
CTpaHHOe oLyLieHne, 6yATO BCe 3TO MPOUCXOANNO HE C HUM, & C Kem-
TO APYrMM —C YeN0BEKOM, KOTOPbIN MPOLLEN CKBO3b NereHjapHbli Kpu-
cTan, U3MEHSILW NI Bpems, NPOLLen U CTan CoBepLUeHHO apyrum. He
TakuM, Kakum 6b11. Ho Tenepb ero feTcTBO BAPYT NOACTYNUNO Tak 61u13-
KO0. MyunTenbHO 6113K0. 34ech, B KOHIOLLHE JOPOXHOI CTaHLuK, BbIno
HEBBIHOCVMO >XapKo, U CTPENOK oTnu elle Bogsl. CoBCeM HEMHOrO, BYK-
Ba/bHO rNOTOK. [MOTOM OH MOAHANCA W NpoLen B rnydb cTpoeHus. Oc-
TaHOBU/CA, 3arNAHYN B O4HO W3 CTONN. TaMm B yrny nexana oxanka 6e-
N0 CONOMBI U aKKYPaTHO CNI0XEHHas NOMoHa, HO NOLWaAbMMN He Naxio.
B koHIOLWHE He Nax/1o Boo6LLe H1uYeM. COMHLE BbIXXTII0 BCe 3arnaxu 1 He
0CTaBMW/I0 HYero. Bo3ayx 6bli1 COBEPLLUEHHO CTEPUNIEH.

B 3a/iHeli YaCTW KOHIOLLIHW CTPENOK 06HAPYXMA KPOLLEYHYI0 TEMHYHO
KOMHATYLLKY C KaKO-TO MalUVHOW 13 HepXXaBeroLLei cTanm, NOX0XeN Ha
Macnoboiiky. Ee He TPOHYNN HX pXaBumnHa, HU nopya. Cnesa Topyana xpo-
MUpOBaHHas Tpyba, a NoA Heli 6bI10 0TBEPCTUE BOAOCTOKA. CTPENOK yxKe
BUJe/N TaKkve HacoCbl B APYrux 3acyLUNNBbIX MECTAX, HO HW pasy He BUAen
Takoro 6onbLoro. OH cebe faxe He NpeLCTaBAAN, KakK ryH60Ko HYXHO
6b1N10 6YPUTb 3TUM NKOAAM (KOTOPbIX AaBHO Y>Ke HET), 4Tobbl fJo6paThes
[0 TPYHTOBBIX BOA, 3aTaUBLUMXCS B BEYUHOW TbMe N0j, NYCTbIHEN.

Mouemy OHM He 3a6panu ¢ coboii Hacoc, KorAa noKuganu cTaHumio?

HaBepHoe, n3-3a [EMOHOB.

BHe3anHo OH B3aporHyn. Mo cnuHe npobexan xonogok. Koxa no-
Kpbllacb MypallKamu, KOTOopble TyT Xe ucyesnn. OH nogoLlen K nepe-
KNHoYaTeNto 1 HaXxkan KHonky «BK/1». MexaHu3m 3arygen. A npumepHo
yepes MOSIMUHYTbI CTPYA YNCTOI, NPOXNagHON BOAbl BbipBanach U3 Tpy-
6bl U yCcTpemunach B BOAOCTOK, B CUCTEMY peuupKynauun. M3 Tpy6bl
BbI/INNIOCL, HABEPHOE, rafjioHa TPK, a NOTOM HACOC CO LLLeNYKOM OTKJ/IHO-
ynnca. [a, 3sepb-MallnHa, Takas e yyxjas sToMmy MecTy U BpeMeHu,
KakK U UCTUHHAaA No60Bb, U TakKas Xe HeoTBpaTuMas, kak Cyza BOXuiA.
Monyannmeoe HanoOMWHaHWE O TexX BpeMeHaX, Korga Mup eLle He CLABU-
Hyncs ¢ MecTa. BepoaTHo, MallnHa paboTana Ha aTOMHO 3Heprum, no-
CKOJIbKY Ha TbICAYM MWUMIb BOKPYT 3/1eKTpuyecTBa He Habnoganocs, a
Cyxue 6aTapen yxxe faBHoO 6bl paspagunuce. Ee chenanv Ha 3aBofie KOM-
naHuy nog HassaHneM «CeBepHbIii LIeHTp NO3UTPOHUKN». CTPenKy aTo
COBCEM He MOHPaBUIOCh.

OH BepHynca 1 cen pagoM ¢ ManbyMKoOM, KOTOPbIN cnan, NoAnoXus
OfHY pYKY NoA LeKy. CuMmnaTuyHblii Takol ManbyyraH. CTpenok Bbl-
MW eLle BOAbl M CKPECTWUA HOTW HA UHAENCKNIA MaHep. ManbyuuK, Kak 1
TOT NOCENEHeL, y Camoro Kpas NycTbiHW, Y KOTOPOrO eLLe 6bi1 BOPOH (30/1-
TaH, BHE3arnHo BCMOMHW/ CTPeNOK, —BOPOHa 3Bann 30/1TaH), TOXe yTpa-

TU/ BCAKOE OLLYLLLeHWNE BPEMEHU, HO Ye/I0BEK B YEPHOM, BHE BCH-
88 KNX COMHEHUIA, Bbin yXKe 6NM3KO0. YKe He B NepBblii pa3 CTPenoK



npu3agymasnca: a He NOACTPOUN /N YeNOBEK B YEPHOM OYepPesHYHO NI0BYLU-
Ky, MO3BO/IMB AOrHatb cebs. BnonHe BEPOATHO, YTO OH, CTPESOK, Urpaet
Tenepb Ha pyKy cBoemy Bpary. OH nonbITancsa NpecTaBuUTL Cebe, Kak 3To
6y[neT, KOrfa OHU BCe XXe COMAYTCS NULOM K ULy, —W He CMOT.

Emy 6b1/10 XapKo, Y>acHO »apKo, HO B OCTa/IbHOM OH cebs YyBCTBO-
Ba BNOJIHE CHOCHO. B rofioBe cHOBa BCN/IbIN AaBELUHWIA LETCKUIA CTULLIOK,
HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH fyMas y>ke He 0 MaTepu, a 0 KopTe, 0 4efioBeke C I1LoM,
06€300paXeHHbIM LUpaMamu 0T Nynb, KAMHER U BCEBO3MOXHbIX TYMbIX
npeameToB. LLIpamMmbl —OTMeTUHbI BOiHbI U BOBHHOTO pemecna. «MHTe-
pecHo, —BApYr nogyman cTpenok, —a 6ei1a 'y Kopra nto608b. bosb-
was, nof ctatb aTum wpamam. Het. Bpag nu». OH nogyman o Cro3aH, 0
CcBOeii MaTepu 1 0 MapTeHe, 06 3TOM Y60rom Bo/LLEOHMKe-HEA0YUKe.

CTpenok bbin He U3 Tex Ntogeli, KoTopble N6GAT KoNaTbCs B Npo-
LUIOM; ecnint Bbl OH OblN YENOBEKOM MeHee 3MOLMOHaNbHbIM U He yMen
CMYTHO npeABocxullaTb byayuiee, OH 6bi1 6bl yNepTbiM 1 HenpobuBae-
MbIM fy6apem, IMLWeHHbIM BCAYECKOT0 BOobpaxeHus. Mpuyem gybapem
O4YeHb OnacHbIM. BOT moyeMy OH 1 caM YAUBUICA CBOUM HEOXUAAHHbIM
mblciaM. Kaxoe HOBOE MMA, BCM/bIBaBLUEE B NaMATH, Bbl3bIBaN0 ApY-
roe: Kat6ept, AnaH, cTapblii [)KOHAC C ero ApoXaLiM rosocom; 1 CHo-
Ba —Cl03aH, npefiecTHaa AeByLlUKa y OKHa. Bce nofobHble pasMbliLLne-
HUSA HEM3MEHHO cBOAMANCH K CHo3aH, 1 K BEIMKOWM XONMUCTON paBHUHE,
13BeCTHOM kak CrycK, 1 K pblbakam, YTo 3abpacbiBany CBOW CeTW B 3a-
NMBax Ha Kpaewike YucToro mops.

Tanep u3 Tanna (ToXe MepTBbIiA, Kak 1 BCe OCTasbHble Xutenn Tan-
Na, CPaXKeHHbIE UM, CTpPeNIKoM) Toxe 6bin Tam, B Memxkuce. LLie6 o6o-
Xas cTapble MecHW, Korga-to urpan ux B canyHe nog HassaHuem «Ipu-
0T MYTHWKOB», U CTPENOK (hanblLMBO 3aMypblKa cebe nog Hoc:

J1to60Bb, NO60BL GecneyHas,
CMOTpK, UTO Tbl Hagenana.

OH paccmesncs, cam cebe nopaxasch. «H nocnegHnin U3 Toro mupa
3e/1eHN U TeNbIX Kpacok». OH TockoBasn no 6bi1oMy. Ho He xanen cebs,
HeT. Mup 6ecnowagHo CABUHY/ICS C MECTa, HO ero HOMU eLLe He 0TKa3bl-
BAlOTCS XOAWUTb, U YE/TOBEK B YEPHOM Y>Ke 6/13K0. CTPenoK 3agpemart.

Korpaa oH NpoCHYACs, yXKe MoYTU CTEMHENO, a MaNbUYMK 1cues.
CTpenoK NofHs/ICs —B CycTaBax siIBCTBEHHO XPYCTHY/I0 —W Nogo-
LWen K [BEpN KOHIOLIHU. B TeMHOTe, Ha Kpbl/blie MOCTOSANOr0
ABopa MepLan oroHek. OH HanpaBuACcs NpsMO TyAa. Ero TeHs, 39



ONVHHaA, YepHas, pacTAHyNacb B KOPUYHEBATO-XE/ITOM CBeTe 3aX0AA-
LLero conHua.

Manbunk ek cngen Bo3ne 3aX>KeHHOW KepOCHHOBOW namMnbl.

—Tam B nlamne 6bl/1 KEPOCUH, —CKa3an OH, —HO A M06051CA 33X K-
ratb OroHb B oMe. Bce Takoe CyXoe...

—Tbl BCe NpaBubHO caenan. —CTpenok ycencs, He obpalyas BHU-
MaHWs Ha MHOTOJIETHIOKO Mbl/lb, YTO B3BM/ACL Y HEFO U3-N0J 3aHULbI.
Boo6Le yanBUTENIbHO, KaK KpblnbLOo He 06BannMn0Ch Nog ux obLumum Be-
com. OTCBeTbI NIaMEHU M3 Namnbl OKPacUAN NUL0 NapeHbKa B Tensble
nonyToHa. CTpesiok focTan CBOM KUCET U CBEPHY/ Nanmnpocky.

—Ham Hafo noTonkKoBaTb, —CKas3as OH.

J>KenK KMBHYN W yNblGHYNCA, ero pacCMeLUnI0 CNOBO «MOTOMKO-
BaTb».

—Tbl, HaBepHOe, yXe forafasncs, Y4To A FOHIOCb 3a TEM YEe/I0BEKOM,
KOTOpOrO Thbl 34eChb BUAEN.

—XO0TuTe ero yomuTb?

—41 He 3Hal0. MHe HY>XHO 3aCTaBUTb ero Koe-4To MHe pacckasartb.
W, MOXeT ObITb, OTBECTW MEHA KOe-Kyfa, B OfHO MecCTO.

—Kypa?

—K balHe, —0TBeTWUA cTpenok. OH NPUKYypu, NogHecs nanmpocy
K OTKPbITOMY Kpar nammbl, U r1y60Ko 3aTaHyncA. JIerknii HOYHOW Be-
TEpOK OTHOCWA AbIM B CTOPOHY. [Keiik cMoTpen emy Bcned. Ha nuue
ManbyMKa He 0TPaXKanocb HU CTpaxa, HW N60NLITCTBA, HX BOOAYLLEB-
NneHwns.

— CTano 6bITh, 3aBTPa A YX0XY, — NPOLO/IXKaN CTpenok. — Tebe
npuaeTcsa NonTK co MHOW. M#CO eLle 0CcTanoch?

—CoBCeM YyTb-UYTb.

—A KYKypy3bl?

—To60osbLUe, HO TOXe HEMHOTO.

CTpenoK KNBHYI.

—ECcTb TYT Kakoil-Hnbyab norpe6?

—[a. —>elik nornsagen Ha Hero. Ero 3payukum 66111 TakuMn 60/b-
LUMMWU, YTO Ka3aIMCb HEBEPOATHO XPYNKUMU. —OH OTKPbIT, HYXXHO NLLb
MOTAHYTb 3a KOJIbLO B MOJY, HO A He cryckanca BHW3. Mobosancs, yto
NecTHMUA MOXeT CIoMaTbCs, U S He CyMeto 0TTyfja BblbpaTbca. U Tam
MA0X0 NaxHeT. IT0O —eAUHCTBEHHOE 3[eCb MECTO, OTKY[a XOTb Kak-To
MaxHer.

—3aBTpa Mbl BCTaHEM MOpaHblUe 1 MOCMOTPUM, HE HalijeTcs nun
Tam Yero, YTO MOXKET Ham NPUrognTbes. NMoTOM MORAEM MOTUXOHLKY.

—Xopowo. —IlMomonyas, ManbumK fobasui: —XopoLlo, 4To A He
ybwnn Bac, noka Bbl cnanun. TyT eCTb BW/bl, W'Y MeHS 6blaa MbICAb... Ho 5
He cTan 3Toro fenatb, U Tenepb A YXKe He 6010Cb 3aCHYTh.

— A yero Tbl 6oanca?
nm ManbyvK yrpromo B3rngHY Ha Hero.



—MpuBungeHunit. N 4To OH BepHETCA.

—YenoBek B 4epHOM, —CKa3an CTPesiok, 1 3To OblN He BOMpOC.

—[Ma. OH nnoxoi?

—3T0 Kak MocMOoTpeTb, —paccesHHo 0To3Bascs cTpesnok. OH nog-
HAMCA 1 6POCKA OKYPOK Ha TBepAbli cnaHel, —JlagHo, 5 cnatb.

ManbumK 3aCTEHYMBO NOLHAN rnasa.

—A MOXHO, fl 1Ty C BaMW B KOHIOLLHe?

—KoHeyHo.

CTpenok cTosn Ha CTyneHbKax, rnagsa Ha He6o. Manbunk nogoLuen
n BcTan pagom. BoH —Crapas 3Be3ga, a BoH —Crtapas Martepb. Ctpen-
Ky BAPYT NOKa3anocb, YTO CTOUT TONbKO 3aKPbITb /1a3a U OH pasnnyunT
KBaKaHbe NepBbIX BECEHHUX [PEBECHbIX NArYLLEK, 3anax 3e/1leHV 1 NoYTK
NeTHWIA 3amax TOMbKO YTO NOACTPUXEHHOMO ra3oHa, YCAbILUUT, BbiTb MO-
XKET, NIEHUBBIN NePeCTYK AePEBSHHbIX LIAPOB, YTO AOHOCKTCS N0 BeYepam
13 BOCTOYHOrO Kpblna, KOrAa CyMepKu nepeTekaroT BO TbMy U 6naropos-
Hble JaMbl, OfETble TO/IbKO B COPOYKM, BbIXOAAT NOUrpath B wwapbl. OH
efiBa N1 He Boouunto yBuaen Karbepra u [keiimMu, KaK OHU BblHbIPUBAIOT
13 NPOMIOMa B XXUBOM M3ropoau v 30BYT €ro NoKaTaTbCa Ha NoLIafsX...

3T0 COBCEM Ha HEro He MOX0Xe —TaK MHOro AyMaTb O MPOLL/IOM.

OH 06epHynCcs M NOAHAN namny.

—ToWgem cnatb, —CKasas OH.

M OHW BMeCTe NOLUAN B KOHIOLLHIO.

HayTpo oH o6cnegoBan norpeb.

JpKenK 6bIn NpaB: Naxs0 Tam 0TBPaTUTE/IbHO. DTO 6blN BAAXKHbIN
60/10THBIN 3anax, 1 Mocfie CTePUIbHONO, JIMLLEHHONO BCAKOro 3anaxa
BO3JyXa NYCTbIHM M KOHIOLLHW CTPEJIKY CTano Hexopollo. Ero nogratu-
HuBano. FonoBa Kpyxwunacb. B nogBane BOHAM0 NeperHuBLUER Kamnyc-
TOl, penon 1 KapToLLKOM C AIMHHIOLWMUMN pocTKamu. OgHaKo necTHuua
C BUAY Kasasiacb nNpoyHoii. CTpenoK cnycTuics BHMS3.

Mon B norpe6e 6bIs1 3eMAAHON. A NOTO/IOK —OYeHb HU3KWIA, CTpe-
NOK efiBa He 3aJeBaJsl ero ronoBoii. 34ecb, BHU3Y, BCE ELLE XN/ NayKNn —
OrPOMHble MayKu ¢ cepbiMy B KpanuHKy Tenamu. W nouTn Bce —MyTaH-
Tbl. Y 04HUX 6bI/IM FNa3KN Ha HOXKaxX, Y APYrnx —no LwecTHaauaTb, He
MeHbLLIE, nan.

CTpenok ornagencs, LOKMAAACh, NOKa rnasa He NPUBbIKHYT K TEM-
HOTe.

—C Bamu TaM Bce B NOPsLKe? —HEPBHO OK/IMKHYN ero ek,

—/[a. — OH cocpefoTounNa BHMUMaHWE Ha JasibHeM Yray. —

TyT Kakne-To 6aHKN. KoHcepBHble. Mogoxau. 91



MpUrHYBLKCH, OH OCTOPOXXHO AABUHYCA B TOT yrofi. Tam CTOsi BeT-
XU AWK C 0TOAPAHHON CTeHKOM. KOHCepBbl, KaK BbIACHWOCH, 6biau
OBOLLHbIMWU —3eneHas aconb, 606bl... U TPU BAHKM TYLLIEHKMW.

OH crpeb nx B 0xanky, CKo/bKO CyMes1 YHeCTU, U BepHyca 06paTHO
K necTHuUe. MOogHABLUNCH [0 CEpPeAnHbI, MPOTAHYN 6aHKK [XeiKy, Ko-
TOpbI BCTa Ha KOMEHU, YTOObI ObI10 CNOAPYYHee nx 3abpaTb. CTpenok
OTMPaBMCSA 32 OCTaIbHbIMU.

A Korpga OH noLien B TPeTWiA pa3, OH yC/bllan Kakoi-To CTOH. OT-
KyJa-TO U3 CTEHbI.

OH 06epHyncs, BrAsa4encs Bo TbMy Y BAPYT OLYTUS, KaK ero okaTu-
110 BO/IHOI CMYTHOTO0 y>kaca. OH No4yBCTBOBa €1aboCTb U NPOH3NTESb-
HOe OTBpaLLleHue.

Csofbl noaBana 6bl1M CNOXeHbl U3 60bWNX 6NOKOB Mec4aHmnkKa,
KOTOpble, HaA0 AymaTb, NeXKann poBHO, KOrfa 3Ty CTaHLMI0 TO/IbKO No-
cTpounun. Tenepb 3TV 6/10KW NEPEKOCUANCH, B3AbIONANCL MO Pa3HbIMM
yrnamu. V1 noatomy CTeHbl Ka3anucb UCNUCaHHbIMU uepornudamm —
CTPaHHLIMU 1 GECMOPSAO0YHO HAFPOMOXAEHHbIMUW. W B OfHOM MecTe, rae
CoeAuHANMCH ABa 6/10Ka, M3 CTeHbl TeKMa TOHKas CTpylika necka, Kak
6Y£LTO 4YTO-TO CUMINNOCH NPOPBATLCA C TOM CTOPOHbI C HAAPbLIBHLIM, OT-
YasHHbIM YMOPCTBOM.

CHoBa pasfancs CToH, Tenepb —rpomue. CTOHbI y>Ke He npekpaLya-
nncek. Moka BeCb NOABaN He HaMOHUACA 3BYKOM —>XMBbIM BOMJIOLLe-
HVEM HEMbICAMMOIA 60AU 1 Yy LOBULLHOTO HANPSXKEHUS.

—MopHumaiiTeck! —3akpuyan [ykeiik. —Boxe Moii, MucTep, Nog-
HuMaiTech ckopee!

—OTo0lign 0T NtoKa, —CNOKOIHO Been CTpenok. —BbiAan Ha ynu-
Ly 1 cumnTain. Ecnn g He BepHYCb, Korga Tbl fOCUMTaellb 40 ABYX... HET,
[l0 TpexcoT, 6ern oTctoga 6e3 ornagKu.

—logHumaii Tecb! —cHOBa BbIKPUKHY [KeliK.

Ha 3T0T pa3 cTpefiok He oTBeTW/. paBoli PyKOW OH pacCTerHyn
Kobypy.

B cTeHe ye obpa3oBanach Ablpa pasMepom ¢ MoHeTy. CKBO3b 3aBe-
Cy NOACTYNMBLUEro cTpaxa CTPenoK pasnnmyna 3ByK yaansowmxcs wa-
ros [xeika. MoTom cTpylika necka nccsikna. CTOHbI BAPYT NpekpaTu-
NINCb, HO 3aTO NOCAbILLIANOCh COMBUYMBOE, TAXKEOE fbIXaHMe.

—KT0 TbI? —CNpocun CTpenox.

HeT oTBeTa.

W PonaHg noBTOpPMA CBOI BONPOC —Ha Bbicokom Cnore, 1 ero ro-
noc, Kak BCTapb, 6bla1 UCMOMHEH YBEPEHHOI FPOMOBOM BNACTHOCTY:

—KT0 Tbl, AEMOH? ["0BOpPK, €C/IN Tebe eCTb YTO CKa3aTb. Y MEHs Mano
BPEMEHU, U elLe MeHbLle —TepreHus.

—He Toponuch, —pasgancs NpoTAXKHbIW U CAaBNEHHbIN ronoc. IMo-

noc u3 cTeHbl. CTPeNOoK NOYyBCTBOBAN, KaK CryLLaeTca 3TOT KOLL-
02 MapHbI 1 MYTHBIA YyXac, CTAHOBACb TaKMM MOTHbIM, MOYTK



ocsA3aeMbIM. JTO ObI/1 rON0C DNC, XKEHLLMUHBI, C KOTOPOIA OH 6bin B Tan-
ne. Ho oHa ymepna. OH cam youn ee. OH CBOMMM rnasamu Bugesn, Kak
OHa NOBaNMNach Ha 3eM/t0 C AbIPKO OT Ny TOYHEXOHLKO MPOMEXX FNas.
OH Kak 6yaTo norpyxancs B 6e340HHYI0 nponacTs. — He Toponuce,
CTPenoK, nHaye pUCKyellb Tbl B CMELLUKE NPOATN MUMO TeX, KOF0 Haao
n3Bneyb. U octeperaiica TaxmHa. Moka ¢ T060I MAET ManbymK, YEN0BEK
B YEPHOM AEPXUT AyLlY TBOK Y cebs B pyKax.

—UT0 Thl X04elb cKaszaTb? O6bACHU!

Ho abixaHve ncyesno.

OH nocTosn elle napy CeKyHf, He B CUnax CABUHYTLCA C MeCTa, a no-
TOM OfMH M3 3TWX KOLUMAPHbIX CEPbIX MayKoB ynana eMy Ha pyKy 1 BbICT-
po B306pasncs Ha nnevo. HeBO/IbHO BCKPUKHYB, CTPEIOK CMaxHy/ nayka
1 3acTaBun cebs NoLOMTY K CTeHe. EMy He XOTenoch 3TOro Aenath, HO 06bI-
yail cypoB v Henokonebum. Ecam mepTBble YTO-TO AAKOT, TO 6epu, Kak ro-
BOPWTCA B CTapoi NOroBopke. TO/bKO MepPTBbIE U3PEKatoT UCTUHHBIE MPO-
pouectBa. OH nogoLlen K Ablpe, 06pa3oBaBLUelics B CTeHe, U yfapun no
Hell KynakoM. ecyaHWK No Kpasm Nerko packpoLumncs, u, novtu 6e3o
BCAKOI0 HanpsXeHus, CTPeIoK NPOCYHY/ PyKY B MPOIOM.

M NpMKOCHYNCA K YeMy-TO TBEpAOMY, B Byrpax u BbicTynax. OH
BbITALL WA HEMOHATHBIA NpegmeT Hapyxy. OKasanock, YTO 3T0 —KOCTb.
UentocTHas KOCTb, NOATHMBLUIAA B MECTE COEAVHEHMNS BEPXHEN N HUX-
Heli yacTeil. HepoBHble 3y6bl TOPYaIM B pas3Hble CTOPOHbI.

—JlagHo, —cKa3a/l OH HEerpomKo, HebGPEeXHO 3aCyHY/ YenoCTb B
3afHWIi KapMaH W BepHYy/cs 06paTHO K NIECTHULE, HEYK/HOXe MPUXKU-
Mas K rpyau nocnefHue KOHcepBHble 6aHKK. JTIOK OH 0CTaBW OTKPbI-
TbiM. COMHLLE NPOHMKHET TyAa 1 yObeT NayKoB-MyTaHTOB.

Ibxeik goxxngancs ero nocpeau 4Bopa, CheXMBLLUCH Ha MOTPeCKaB-
LLIeMCS, PaCKPOLLEHHOM CfiaHLe. YBUAEB CTPesiKa, OH BCKPUKHYN, OTCTY-
M1A Ha Napy Laros, a NOTOM 6POCKCA K HEMY CO C/lie3aMK Ha rnasax.

—$ ayman, oHO Bac noiiMasio, YTO OHO BacC nolimano, A gyman...

—HerT, He noiimano. —CTpenok Kpenko npvxan K cebe Masbunka,
OLLYTUB y cebs Ha rpyam XXap OT ero MblnatoLero AnLa n ropsavme cyxume
PYKM, KPenKo-KPenko ero 06H1MaBsLLMe. Y)Ke NOTOM, BCOMKHAs 06 3TOM,
OH MOHAN, YTO MMEHHO B 3TO MIHOBEHWE OH NOM6UA ManbyyraHa —pa-
3ymeeTcs, Tak 1 6b110 3agymMaHo. Bee 310 66110 NOACTPOEHO YE/TI0BEKOM B
YyepHOM. V160 Kakas N0BYLLKa CPaBHUTCA C KarnkaHoM fllo6Bu?

—370 6bI1 4eMOH? —I[ 0M10COK 3BYYan rnyxo.

—/[a. MoBopAWMiA femMoH. Ham 60/bLUe He HY)XKHO Tya BO3BpaLlaThb-
ca. Moipgem. Ckopee.

OHM BEPHY/IUCH B KOHIOWHIO. CTPENnoK ckartan 13 MonoHbl, Nof Ko-
TOpOI cnan Houblo, Nogobue Tioka. OHa Gbina XKapkas 1 Konkoyas, HO
[pYyroi npocTo He 6b110. MOTOM OH HaNnOAHWA CBOW BYPAOKMN U3 KOMOH-
KN C HacOCOM.

—OfuH 6ypAoK NMoHeceLb Tbl, —CKa3an oH [xeliky. —Ha
njeyax —BOT TaK. Bugunws? 93



—[la. —Masnb4uK B3rAAHYN Ha CTPenka ¢ UCKPeHHUM bnarorose-
HVEM, HO TYT XXe OTBE/ rnasa v B3Banuns Ha nneyu 6ypatok.

—He Taxeno?

—HeTt. HopmanbHo.

—Jly4yule ckaxu MHe npasgy. Ceilyac. S He CMOry HecTu u Te61
TOXe, ec/in € TO60M CNyYnTCsA CONHEYHbIN yaap.

—He cnyumnTcs. Bce 6yaeTt o’keid.

CTpenok K1BHy.

—NMbI noilgem K Tem ropam, ga?

-Aa.

OHM 0TNpaBUAUCH B MyTb NOA NansiLMM COMHUEM. [KelK, Ybs ro-
NoBa efiBa focTaBana CTPesiky [0 /OKTSA, Len crnpasa U 4yTb Brepesu.
3aBA3aHHble CbIPOMATHLIMU PEMELLKAMW KOHLbl OypAtoKa y Hero Ha
nneyax cBMcann NOYTU YTO A0 CambiX rofieHeil. CTPenokK Hec elle ABa
6ypAtoKa, 3aKMHYTbLIX 3a NIeYn KpPecT-HakKpecT, ¥ 3anacbl NPoBu3UN —
NoA MbILLKOW, MPUXUMas THOK K Teny NeBoi pykoii. B npaBoii pyke oH
Lep>xan JOPOXHYH CYMKY C naTpoHamu.

OHw NpoLUn Yepes 3aHMe BOPOTa CTaHLMM U CHOBA BbILW/W Ha 3a6-
POLUEHHbI TPaKT C ucuyesaloWw UMy Konesmu. OHW npoLuarani MUHYT
NATHaALaTb, NOTOM [Kelik 06epHy/cA 1 momaxan pykKoi ABYM CTpoe-
HUAM, ocTaBIMMCA no3agn. OHK, Kasanoch, XMYTCA Nobavxe Apyr K
Apyry B 6ecrnpefieflbHOM MPOCTPaHCTBE MYCTbIHN.

—TMpowaiite! —BbIKpUKHYN Ixelk. —Mpowaiite! —IMoTom no-
BEPHY/CA K CTPESIKY U CKasan: —Y MeHs cTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO. Kak 6yaTo
3a HaMW KTO-TO Habnogaer.

—NMoXeT 6bITb, —COr1acuICA CTPENoK.

—TaM 4To, KTO-TO npayvetca? W oH Bce BpeMs Obl1 Tam?

—4 He 3Hat0. Hert, Bpag nu.

—MoxeT 6bITb, CTOUT BEPHYTLCA. MMpoBepUT...

—HeT. Pas ywnn, 3HauuT, yLwnu.

—XopoLuo, —BbICTPO NPOroBopun LKelik.

OHw nownwu ganblue. BAonb npoe3xero TpakTa rpoMo3anamncs rpeé-
HW CnpeccoBaHHOro necka. Korga CTpesniok OrnfiHynCs, CTaHUMA Yyxe
CKpblnach 13 BUAYy. V1 cHoBa Kpyrom 6bi1a To/IbKO MyCTbiHA. OfHa nlb
MyCTbIHA.

1

Tpv AHS MMHOBAJIO C TeX Mop, KakK OHW MOKMHYNN cTaHuuio. Fopbl
CTann Kak 6yaTo 6111>Ke, HO 3TO 6bI/I0 06MaH4YMBOE BrievaT/ieHMe. XoTs
rnas y)ke pasnuyan, Kak nycTbiHA Brepean NofjHUMaeTCa K Ka-
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nopoja, MPopBaBLUascA CKBO3b KOXY 3eM/M B YIPHOMOM, PaspyLLNTENb-
HoM Tpuymde. YyTb NoBbILLE NaHAW AT CHOBa BbIpaBHMBANCS, U B Nep-
Bbli1 pa3 3a MHOTMe MecsiLbl, €C/IM He ToAbl, CTPENOK YBUAEN 3e/1eHb —
HaCTOSLLYH XXMBYHO 3e/1eHb. TpaBy, KapfIMKOBbIe e, MOXKET ObITb, AaXe
uBbl. IX NUTanu pyybu, TeKyLine n3 NefHUKOB Ha BepwnHax. JanbLue
ONATb HAYMHANNCH rOfble CKasbl, B3AbIMAOLLNECS B UCMONMHCKOM, Xao-
TUYHOM BENMKOMENWUN A0 OCNENUTENbHbBIX CHEXHbIX LIANoK, CUAIOLLNX
6ennsHoii. Cnesa OTKPbIBaNOCh YLUe/be, pacCeKaBLLee FOpHY0 TBepapb,
OHO Bef0 K ApYromy ropHOMY KPSy, MOMeHbLUe, 06pa30BaHHOMY Bbl-
BETPEHHbIMMW yTecamy U3 NecHaHMKa, K BbICOKMM M1aTo U KPYTbIM Kyp-
raHam. Hap aToli janbHeli rpsgoit gpoxana, mellas 063opy, cepas 3aBe-
ca foxas. Beuepom, [0 TOro, Kak 3acHyTb, [)KeliK ele napy MUHYT no-
Cuen, 3aBOPOXKEHHO MNA4S Ha BCMONOXW AaneKnx MOHWiA, 6enbix 1 -
0N1eTOBbIX, TAKUX NyratoLle SPKUX B MPO3Pa4yHOM HOYHOM BO3AYyXe.

ManbunK fepxancs npekpacHo. OH 6bl/1 BBIHOCAWB, HO CaMoe rnas-
HOe —OH yMen 60pOoThCs C YCTaNOCTbI0 NOCPEACTBOM CMOKOWHON KOH-
LIeHTpaLumn BOMK; 3Ty ero CrnocoGHOCTb CTPENOK OLEHW MO AOCTOWH-
cTBY. [)XeliKk roBOpM/A HEMHOIO M He 3afjaBa/l HUKaKMWX BOMpocoB. He
CNPOCUN AaxXe NPO YenCTb, KOTOPYIO CTPENOK HempecTaHHO BepTen B
pyKax BO BPeMSi BEYEPHEr0 nepekypa. Y CTpesika CNoXMUIoch Brevate-
HUWe, 4TO UX APY>K6a NbCTUT ManbyyraHy. MoxXeT 6bITb, faXe NPUBOAUT
ManbLia B BOCTOPr. W 3T0 ero 6ecnokonno. Manbumk He NpocTo Tak no-
SABWU/ICS Y HEFO Ha MyTW. 3TO BbINO NOACTPOEHO. MNoKa ¢ T060M ngeT Masb-
UMK, YeN0BeK B YEPHOM AEPXUT AyLUy TBOK Y cebs B pyKax — axe To,
yTo [)KeliK BblepPXKMBAET ero TeMn 1 He 3aMef/1s1eT ero NPoABUXKeHNE,
HaBOAW0 Ha HEXOPOLLIME MbICAK O NePCMeKTUBAX 3M10BELLUX U MPaYHbIX.

OHM Wn BRepes U MOCTOSHHO HaTaNKMBaMCh HA CUMMETPUYHBIE
KOCTpWLLA, OCTABNEHHbIE YEe/I0BEKOM B YEPHOM Yepe3 paBHble MPOMEXYT-
KW, U CTPENIKY KaXXAbli1 pa3 Ka3anoch, YTo Tenepb 3T KOCTPULLA CBEXKEE.
A Ha TpeTbio HOYb OH YBUAEN BAaNW cfaboe MepLaHue niamMmeHn —rae-
TO Y NepBbIX YCTYNOB NpeAropuii. OH CTONLKO XAan 3TOro Munra, Ho Hu-
KaKol pafocTy NoYeMy-To He 6bl10. EMy BAPYr BCMOMHMAOCH OfHO U3
npucnosuii Kopta: «OcTeperaiicsi Toro, KTo NpUKUAbIBAeTCA XPOMbIM».

Ha yeTBepTblii AeHb, NPMMEPHO B fjBa Yaca nononyaxu, kel cnot-
KHYNCA U YyTb He yna.

—Hy-ka faBaii-ka npucsfem, —cKasan CTPesok.

—HeT, co MHoi1 BCe B NopsagKe.

—Caguco, A ckasar.

Manbumk nocnywHo cen. CTPenokK NPUMOCTU/ICH Ha KOPTOUYKax
pAAOM —TakK, YTo6bl ero TeHb Nafana Ha NapHULLKY.

—MeiA.

—$1 He X0Ten NuThb, MOKa...

—MeiA.

Manbuuk cgenan Tpu rnotka. CTpenok cMoYna yroaok no-
MOHbI, KOTOpas Temnepb CTafia HAMHOMO Nerye, U 06Tep BNAXHOIA 95



TKaHbto [)KeliKoBbl 3anACTbs U 106, ropsune u cyxue, Kak npu O4eHb
BbICOKOIA Temneparype.

—Tenepb KaXAblil 4eHb B 3T0 BpeMs Mbl byaem genaTb npusan. Ha
NATHaAUATb MUHYT. X04eLlb B34PeMHYTb?

—Her.

Ma/ib4MK NPUCTBIKEHHO NMOCMOTPEN Ha CTpenka. TOT OTBETUN eMy
MAFKMM, NaCKOBbIM B3rns40M. Kak 6bl HEB3Ha4ail CTPesioK BbiTalma u3
naTpoHTaLla O4MH MaTPOH W Hayas BEPTETb ero Mexay nasibuamu. Manb-
YMK CMOTPEN Ha NaTPoH, Kak 3a4apoBaHHbIiA.

—340p0B0O, —CKasan OH.

CTpenok KusHyn.

—A 70. —OH nomonyan. —Korga MHe 6b1710 CTOMbKO XXe NET, Kak
Tebe, S XK1 B rOpoAe, OKPY>XEHHOM CTeHOi. H Tebe He pacckasbiBan?

Manb4nK COHHO MOoKayan roso0Boi.

—Hy Tak BOT. TaMm 6b11 04MH YenoBeK. OYeHb NI0XO0I YeNoBeK...

—TOT CBALWEHHUK?

—Hy, ecnmn yecTHO, MHe MHOra TOXe TakK KaXeTcs, —O0To3Basca
CTpenokK. —Ecam 6bl NX 6b110 ABOE, OHW MOF /N Bbl ObITL GpaTbaMU. Nnn
BooOLLe 61mM3HeL,aMu. Ho A HK pasy He BMAen ux BMecte. Hu pasy. Tak
BOT, 3TOT N/I0XOV YeNoBeK... 3TOT MapTeH... OH ObI/1 YapogeeM... Kak Mep-
NIVH. Tam, 0TKyJa Tbl, 3HaloT npo MepnunHa?

— MepnuH, Koponb ApTyp ¥ pbiuapu Kpyrnoro crona, —COHHO
npo6opmoTan [KeliK.

CTpenok No4vyBCTBOBa/, KaK Mo Tey npoLuna HenmpusaTHasa 4poXb.

—[la, —CKasan oH, —TBOS npasja, 3a npasgy —cnacubo. ApTyp
3nbg. A 6bI1 COBCEM MANIEHLKUM. ..

HO ManbymK yxKe yCcHyn —cuas, akkypaTHO C/I0KMB PYKW Ha KOSTEHAX.

—>xelik?

-Aal

Kasanocb 6bl, caMoe 06bIKHOBEHHOE C/I0BO, HO KOTFAa Majib4yuK ero
MPOMW3HecC, CTPENKY BAPYT CTano CTpawHo. HO OH HMKaK 3TOro He no-
Kasars.

—Korga s wenkHy nanbLamu, Tol NPOCHeLWbCA. U 6yaellb 604pbim
N OTAOXHYBLUMM. Tbl MOHAN?

- a.

—Torga noxwuce.

CTpenok JocTan KUCeT U CBepHyn cebe nanumpocky. Ero He nokupa-
N0 THETYyLlee OLLYLLEeHWe, YTO Yero-To He xearaeT. OH nonbiTancs no-
HATb, Yero MMEeHHO, 1 MOoC/e YCePAHbIX pasfyMuii HakoHel, coobpasun:
MCYEe3NUN 3TO CBOAALLEe C YMa OLLYLLEHNE CMELKN KU CTpax, Y4To B ntoboe
MrHOBEHME OH MOXET COUTBLCA CO CMiefa, YTo TOT, KOro OH Tak LOAro npe-
crnefoBas, CKpOETCA HaBCerja, v 0CTaHeTCs TONbKO 6nefHetowWnin cneg,

BeyLUMi B HUKyAa. Tenepb 3T0 YyBCTBO MPOMano, U NOCTeneH-
Ha HO CTPesIoK NPeUCMONHUACSA HEMOKONeOMMOI YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO



4enoBeK B YEPHOM XOYeT, 4Tobbl ero gorHanu. OcTeperaiics Toro, KTo
MPUKNAbIBAETCA XPOMbIM.

W uto BygeT panblue?

Bonpoc 6bin cAUWKOM pacnibiBYaTbiM 18 TOF0, YTO6bI BbI3BaTb Y
cTpenka nHtepec. Bot KatbepTta OH 6bl TOYHO 3aMHTepecoBan, npuyem
YKMBO 3aMHTepecoBan (1 OH 6bl HaBEPHAKA Bbl4an Mo 3TOMY NOBOAY He-
NAOXyH WYTKY), HO KaTbepTa 60/bLle HeT, kak HeT 1 Pora Cyabbbl, 1
Tenepb CTPENKY TOMbKO M 0CTaeTCs, YTO MATW Bnepea. A HUYEro apyroro
OH MPOCTO He 3HaeT.

OH Kypwun, 1 CMOTpPeN Ha NapHuLLKY, 1 BcnoMnHan KatbepTa, KOTo-
pblii BCerga cMeancs —Tak v ymep, cMesicb, —un KopTa, KOTopblil BOO6-
LLe HUKOrJa He cMesincs, U MapTeHa, KOTOpbI M3pefKa ynblbancs —
TOHKOW ¥ TUXON ynblO6KOW, N3Ny4yaBLUeidl KaKON-TO TPEBOXHbIN CBET...
TOYHO rf1a3, OTKPbITbIA faXe BO CHE, a3, B KOTOPOM MeLeTcs KPoBb.
W eule oH BcnmoMuHan npo cokona. Cokosna 3sanu asug, B 4eCTb TOrO
FOHOLLW C MpaLLoil U3 CTapUHHON nereHapl. [laBug —u CTPeNoK B 3TOM
HW KanenbKu He COMHEBAaNCs —He 3Han HUYero, KPOMe NOTPE6HOCTU
ybunBaThb, pBaTb M Tep3aTh, W elle —HaBoAUTb yKac. Kak 1 cam CTpenok.
[asug 6bi1 BOBCE HE AMMETAHTOM: OH 6blal B YMC/e LLEHTPOBbIX, BeAy-
LLMX UTPOKOB.

Pa3Be UTO B CaMOM KOHLE Y>Ke —HeT.

BHyTpu Bce 60Me3HEHHO CXaNnocCh, 0TAABasACb NPOH3UTENbHON 60-
NblO B CepALe, HO Ha InLe Y CTPeKa He APOrHYN HU eANHBIA MycKyn. U
noKa OH CMOTpen, Kak AbIMOK OT ero CaMOKPYTKM pacTBOpsAeTcs B Xap-
KOM BO3yXe MyCTbIHW, €ro MbIC/IN BEPHY/INCL B MPOLLIIOE.

Benoe, 6e3ynpeyHo 6enoe He6o, B BO3ayxe —3anax AoXxas. Cunb-
HbI, CNaAOCTHbI apoMaT XXW1BOW U3ropoAn M pacnyCTUBLUEACS 3e/IEHN.
KoHel, BecHbl. Bpems HoBoll 3eM/n, Kak €ro elle HasbiBaau.

[aBug cugen Ha pyke y Katbepta —ManeHbKoe Opyane YHUUTOXe-
HUS C APKMMU 30N10TUCTLIMY FNla3aMu, YCTPeMIEHHbIMU B MyCTOTY. Chbl-
pOMATHas NPMBA3b, NPUKPENIEHHAs K MyTam Ha Horax y cokona, 06Bu-
Basa HebpeXHoii neTneli pyky bepTa.

KopT cT0sn B CTOPOHE OT 060MX ManbyuLleK —Monyanunaas Qury-
pa B 3anaTaHHbIX KOXaHbIX WTaHaX ¥ 3e/IEHON X/10N4aToOYMaXKHOM py-
Haxe, MOLNOACAHHOW CTapbIM LIVPOKMUM CONLATCKUM peMHeM. 3efieHoe
MOMOTHO py6axm CNMBaNOCh MO LBETY CINCTBOM XWBOW U3ropoaun v aep-
HOM 3e/1eHOI N/OWAAKN Ha 3ajHeM ABOpe, rAe AaMbl elle NoKa He npu-
CTYNUAN K CBOEW urpe.

—TMpwuroToBbes, —LwenHyn PonaHg KatbepTy. 97
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—NM bl rOTOBbI, —CaMOyBepeHHO nporosopun Katbept. —/a, A3sn?

OHW roBoOpuAKN APYr € APYTOM Ha HU3KOM Hapeyunu —Ha A3bike, 06-
Lem ANS CyOMOeK M 3eMneBnajenbLes; feHb, Korga um 6yaeT no3sose-
HO M3BACHATLCA B MPUCYTCTBUU NOCTOPOHHMUX HA CBOEM COGCTBEHHOM
A3bIKE, HACTYMUT €eLLe He CKOopO.

—Moaxoasawmnii cerogHa geHek Aaa Takoro gena. Yyelb, naxHeT
poxgem? 370...

KopT pbIBKOM MOAHAN KNETKY, KOTOPYIO fepxxan B pykax. bokosas
CTeHKa OTKpblnacbk. 3 KNeTKW BbIMOPXHYN roay6b U Ha BbICTPbLIX Tpe-
MeLLyLLMX KPbIAbAX B3BUACS BBbICh, yCTPEMUBLUMUCH K HEDY. KaTbepT no-
TAHYN NPUBA3b, HO MPU 3TOM HEMHOTO 3aMeLLKasICA: COKON yXe CHANCA
C MECTa, 1 ero B3/1eT BbILLEN CMerka HeYKIHXUM. Pe3kunii B3Max Kpblfib-
AMU — W COKON BbINpasuca. bbiCTPo, Kak Nyns, pBaHy/cA OH BBEPX,
Habunpas BbICOTY. V1 BOT OH y>Ke BbiLLe ronyo6s.

KopT HebpeXHoi MOXOAKON nmogowlen K TOMY MeCTy, rae CTosnu
pebAaTa, 1 ¢ pa3maxy 3aexan KatbepTy B yX0 CBOUM rpoMagHbIM Kynauu-
WweM. Manbuuk ynan 6e3 eMHOro 3ByKa, XOTA ero rybbl 60/1e3HeHHO
CKpUBMANCH. 13 yXxa MeaneHHO BbITeKNa CTPYiiKa KpOBU M MPOAUnach
Ha COYHYIO 3e/1eHb TpaBbl.

—Tbl 3a3eBancs, —noacHun Kopr.

KatbepT nonbiTanca NOLHATLCS.

—T[powy npoleHnsa, Kopt. A npocTo...

KopT onaTb ABMHYN ero Kynakom, n KatbepTt cHoBa ynan. Ha atot
pa3 KpoBb NOTEK/a CUJIbHee.

—W3bAcHACa Bbicokum Cnorom, —Tuxo nporosopun Kopt. Ero
ronoc 6bi1/1 POBHbLIM, C NIEFKOM XPUNOTLOM, XapaKTepHOW ANs CTaporo Bbl-
NMMBOXU. —ECAN yXX Tbl COBMPAELLIbCS KasTbCA N U3BUHATLCS 38 CBOW Mpo-
CTYNOK, KaiiC LMBWUIN30BAHHO, Ha A3blKe CTPaHbl, 3a KOTOPYIO OTAau
YKU3HW TaKue Nan, C KaKUMU Tebe HUKOr4a He CPaBHUTBLCS, YepBSIK.

KatbepT cHoBa NofgHANCSA. B rnasax y Hero ctosiun cnesbl, HO ry6bl
YK€ He ApOXKany —ry0bbl, CKaTble B TOHKYH IMHUIO HEU3ObIBHON HeHa-
BUCTW.

—4 rny6oko coxaneto, —npousHec KarbepT, 130 BCeX CUA MbITa-
ACb COXPaHUTbL camMo06/1afiaHune. Y Hero gaxe fblxaHvie nepexsaruio. —
£ 3a6b11 M0 CBOETO 0TLA, YbW PEBONbBEPLI HAAEKOCH KOTAa-HUBYAb 3ac-
NYXUTb.

—Tak-To nyduwle, canara, —3ametun KopT. —Illogymail 0 TOM, 4TO
Tbl CAienan He TaK, U 3aKpenu pasmblLL/IeHUS NOCPeACTBOM KOPOTKOro
rofiofaHns. Y>XMH 1 3aBTpaK OTMEHSAITCS.

—CwmoTpuTe! —BbIKPUKHYN PonaHf, yKasbiBas HaBepx.

Cokon, NOAHABLUUIACA Y)Ke BbICOKO Haj ronybem, Ha MrHOBEHUe 3a-
BMC B HENOABVMXHOM NPO3payHOM BECEHHEM BO34yXe, pacnnacrtas Ko-

POTKME CUbHbIE KPbIabA. A MOTOM C/I0XWA KPbI/IbA Y KAMHEM
no ynan BHu3. [1Ba Tena CiMANCL, U Ha MTHOBeHWe PonaHgy noka-



3a10Cb, YTO OH BUAWT B BO34YyXe KPOBb... HO, HABEPHOE, [EACTBUTENIbHO
nokasanocb. Cokon nsgan KopoTkuii nobeaHblin knmy. ony6b ynan, Tpe-
nbixasicb, Ha 3eM/I0, U PonaHg 6pocuica K NOBEPXKEHHOW NTuULe, no3a-
6618 1 Npo KopTa, 1 npo Katb6epTa.

COKON CnycTUACS Ha 3eM/II0 PSAOM CO CBOEI XepTBOM W, [OBOMb-
HbIiA cO6OI, Hayan pBaTb ee MATKYLO Benyto rpyaky. HeckonbKo nepbl-
LUeK B3METHY/INCb B BO3JYX U Me[/IEHHO ONYCTU/INCh B TPaBy.

—aBna! —KpUKHYN ManbymK 1 6poCKa COKONY KYCOYeK Kposbuya-
TUHbI U3 OXOTHUYbLER CyMK. COKON Moiman ero Ha nety. MpornoTun,
3anpoKWHYB ronosy. PofiaHz NonbITanca npunaguTs NPUBA3L K nyTam
Ha Horax y NTuupbl.

Cokon BbIBEPHY/CSH, KakK Obl AaXe paccesHHO, U paccek pyky Po-
naHga, ocTaBMB rNy60KyI0 pBaHyto paHy. U TyT e BEPHYNCS K CBOe
[o6blve.

PonaHA NUWWb XMbIKHYN WM CHOBA 3aBen MeT/i0, Ha 3TOT pa3 3axas
OCTPbIl K/IHOB COKONa KOXaHol pykaBuueidl. OH gan [aBngy eue Kycok
Msca, MOTOM HaKpbl/l eMy rofioBy KnobyykoM. COKofl MNOCAYLIHO B306-
pancs emy Ha pyky.

MapHULLKa ropao pacnpasua naeyun.

— A 370 4TO Y Te6s? — KopT yKasan Ha KpoBOTOYALLYH paHy Ha
pyke y PonaHaa. ManbuumK y)ke npuroToBuaca NpUHATL yaap U cTuc-
Hyn 3y6bl, YTOObI HEBO/IbHO He BCKPUKHYTb. OfHako KopT noyemy-to
ero He ygapun.

—OH MeHs KHYN, —CcKa3an PonaHg.

—Tak Tbl Xe ero paso3nuna, —npobypyan Kopt. —Cokon 1ebs He
6ontcs, napeHb. M 60aTbCA He 6yaeT. Cokon —oH Boxunii CTpenok.

PonaHg monya cmoTtpen Ha Kopta. OH HUKOra He oTamyancs 6ora-
TbIM BOOGPaXeHMeEM, 1 ecniv B 3TOM 3asaBieHUn KopTa CKpbiBanacb He-
Kas mopanb, PonaHg ee He ynosun. OH Obln BNOJHE NparMaTuyHbIM pe-
6EHKOM W peLunn, YTo 3TO NPOCTO O4YepefHOe AypaLKoe MU3peyeHne u3
Tex, KOTopble n3pegka Bbigasan Kopr.

Kat6epT nogolen K HAM 1 nokasan KopTy fA3blK, NOMb3ysACh TeM,
4TO YUUTENb CTOSAN K HEMY CMIMHOW. PonaHg He ynblGHYNCA, HO NerOHb-
KO KWBHY MPUATENIO.

—A Tenepb MapLu gomoit. —KopT 3abpan y PonaHga cokona, NoTom
06epHyncs K KatbepTy: —A Tbl, YePBSK, NOPa3MbIC/IN Kak cliefyeT 0 CBO-
nx owmbkax. Y npo noct He 3abyab. CerofHs BeYEPOM 1 3aBTPa YTPOM.

—[la, —oTBeTun KatbepT. —Cnacm60, HacTaBHUK. ITOT feHb Obin
BECbMa A1 MEHA MOYUYUTENbHBIM.

—/[la y, BeCbMa NoyunTenbHbIM, —noaTBepAun KopT. —BoOT TONb-
KO A3bIK Yy TebA UMeeT AYPHYIO NPUBbLIYKY BbiBa/NBaTbCA U30 PTa, Kak
TO/MbKO y4MTenb NOBEPHETCA K Tebe CnunHON. Ho i Bce-Taku He OCTaB-
NA Hajexay, 4To Korga-Hubyab Bbl 06a Hay4YnUTeCh 3HATb CBOE



OH pa3maxHynca u cHoBa ygapun Karbepra, Ha aTOT pas —mexay
rnas. Tak CuUbHO, YTO PonaHp ycnblluan rayxoi 3ByK, Kakoi pasgaeTcs,
KOorfJa noBapeHOK Ha KyxHe BOMBAET 3aTbluKy B BOYOHOK C NMUBOM fepe-
BAAHHbLIM MOSIOTKOM. KaTbepT HaB3HWYb ynan Ha nyxaiiky. Ero rnasa sa-
TYMaHWICb, HO OYeHb CKOPO MPOSCHUANCH U BIUAUCH, NOMbIXas 3N1060M,
B /IMLL0 HACTaBHMKA. JTOT ropsALniA B3rns4 6bin MCNOMHEH HENPUKPLITON
HEHaBWCTW; 3paykn NpPeBpaTUAUCL B ABa OCTPbIX XKana, ApKUX, Kak Ka-
nenbku ronybuHoli kpoem. A notom KatbepT KnMBHY. Ero rybbl packpsbi-
NNCb B XXECTOKON YCMeLLIKe, KOTOPYH PonaHz HU pasy He BUAEN Npexae.

—UYT0 X, Thbl ewe Hebe3HaaexeH, —nporosopun KopT. — Korga
peLmnLUb, YTO Y>Ke nopa, TorAa U NpuaeLlb 3a MHOA, Tbl, YEPBSK.

—Kak Bbl y3HanM? —ablgaBun KatbepT CKBO3b 3y6bl.

KopT nosepHyncs kK PonaHAay Tak pesko, YTo TOT efBa He OTMNPbIrHY/
B ucnyre. /1 XopoLlo, YTO He OTNPLITHYA, a TO NeXxarb 6bl eMy psaAoM C
[OPYrOM Ha COYHOI TpaBe, OpoLUas CBEXYHO 3e/1eHb CBOEW anoii KPoBbHO.

—41 yBUen TBOe OTPaXeHWe B rnasax 3Toro connska, —nosacHU
KopT. —3anomuu, Katbept Onnryg. 310 NocnefHUA YPOK Ha CErO4HS.

KaTbepT CHOBa KVBHY/, BCe C TOW Xe nyraroLeii yCMeLLKOiA Ha ry6ax.

—$1 rnyBboKo coxanero, —ckasan oH. —$ 3abbln AnLo...

—3aTKHK hoHTaH, —o6opean ero KopT, BceM CBOMM BUOM JaBas
NMOHATL, KaK eMy CKy4HO. —Tenepb namute. —OH NoBepHycs K PonaH-
ny. —Bbl 06a. Eciv Bawwy Tynble poXK elle XOTS 6bl MUHYTY 6yayT Ma-
AYNTb Y MEHS Mepeq rnasamu, MeHs,, HaBepHOe, CTOLIHUT NPSMO 34€eCh.
A 2 xopoLuo noobepan.

—Moligem, —ckasan PonaHg.

Kat6epT TpAXHY/ rofoBOWA, YTO6LI B Heli MPOACHUNOCH, U NOAHANCA
Ha Horu. KopT y)e crnycKancs no CKNoHY X0/Ma —KOBbIAN CBOEN Kpu-
BOJIaNoi pa3BanncTol noxogoukoii. OT Hero Tak 1 Besno Hekoel nep-
BOObLITHOW cunoii. Ero rnagko BblGpuUTas MakyLLKa nobneckmsana B fap-
KOM CO/THEYHOM CBETE.

—Y6bl0 rafja, —8blgasun Katoept, No-npexxHeMy yCMeXasch. Y Hero
Ha N6y y>Xe HanvBanacb 60nblIas 6arposas WKULLIKA, pa3MepoM C rycu-
Hoe fliL0.

—HeT. Thbl ero He ybbeLlb, 1 1 TOXe ero He ybbt0, —cKasan PonaHg,
BAPYT pPacn/ibIBLUNCh B YNblOKe. —XO04eLlb NOY>XWHaTb BMECTE CO MHOIA?
B 3anagHoi KyxHe. NoBap facT HaM Yero-HUbyab NoXeBaTb.

—OH ckaxeTt Koprty.

—OHu ¢ KOpTOM He CAMLWIKOM-TO Nagat. —PonaHg noxan nneya-
MU. —A eCNN N CKaXeT, TO 4To?

KatbepT yXMblbHYNCA B OTBET:

—A, nagHo. Moiigem. MHe Bcerfa, 3Haelllb, ObIN0 MHTEPECHO, Kak
BbIFNAAUT MUP, ecnn Tebe CBEPHYT LUEK U F010Ba TOPUUT 3aJ0M Hane-
pes 1 3aTbINKOM BHU3.

BMecTe OHM 3alarany no 3eeHON nyxaike, n UX ANHHbIE
KOO  TeHW NpOTAHY/NNCH B NPO3PaYHOM CBETE MOr0Xero BECEHHENO fHS.



MoBapa 13 3anagHoin KyxHu 3Bain Xakc. 3TO 6bl/1 30OPOBEHHbIN MY-
XUK B 6e10M 3a/1iNaHHOM NOBapCKOM Hapsife, C MNLOM YEpHbIM, Kak
He(hTb-cbipel,. Ero npefkn Gb1IM Ha YeTBEPTb YEPHBIMM, Ha YETBEPTbL —
XENTbIMU, Ha YeTBEPTb —BbIX0A4LAMM C KOXHbIX OCTPOBOB, HbIHE NOYTU
3a6bITbIX HA KOHTUHEHTE (M60 MUP CABMHYNCA C MECTA), U Ha YEeTBEPTb —
BOOGLLe 60r 3HAeT KaknxX KpoBeli. [1eN0BMTO 1 HETOPOM/INBO, KakK TPakTop
Ha nepBoli Nepegaye, OH NepemeLLancs no BCeM TPeM NOMeLLEeHUAM 3a-
NagHoN KyXHU —Tr e CTOSAN AbIM W Yaf 1 NOTO/KK Bblv BbICOKUMU-NPe-
BbICOKMMMW, —LIapKas CBOMMMW OrPOMHbLIMY LUIeNaHLaMK, KaKne HOCUIu
Xanugbl M3 CKasoK. Xakc OTHOCUACS K TOl peakol nopoge B3pOChbiX,
KOTOpble 3anpocTO MOTYT 06LaTbCs C AeTbMU U KOTOPbIE N06GAT BCEX Ae-
Teli 6e3 UCKIYEHNS He YMUNBHO W CaXxapHo, & CTPOro 1 Aaxe Kak 6yaTo
Mo-e/0BOMY, YTO MHOTAa AOMYCKAaeT M HEXHOCTU Trna KPenkux obuhs-
TWUIA, TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK 3aK/toUueHne KaKoli-H1byab KpYMHOW cAenKu no-
poii 3aBepLUaeTca pykonoxatueMm. OH Ni06un faxke Masb4uLLIEK, KOTOPbIe
y>Ke BCTYNWUAW Ha NyTb PEBO/IbBEPA, XOTS OHW U OTIMYANUCh OT BCEX OC-
Ta/lbHbIX PEBAT —CAepXXaHHbIe, FAe-TO AaXe CYPOBbIe U OMacHbIe, HO He
Tak, KaK 370 6bIBaeT Y B3POC/bIX: 3TO 6bIAM 0ObIYHbIE AETK, Pa3Be YTO Yy-
TOYKY TPOHYTble 6e3ymmnem, —u KatbepT 6b11 faneKo He nepBbiM U3 yye-
H1KoB KopTa, Koro Xakc nogkapmavBean BTuxaps y cebs Ha KyxHe. B gaH-
HbIli MOMEHT OH CTOSAN Nepes CBOE OrpoOMHOI 3f1eKTponanTol. B 3amke
OblIN 1 Jpyrve aneKTpuYeckne Npmbopbl —HO paboTano TONbKO LUECTb.
KyxHs 6blna LapcTBom Xakca, ero 6e3pasfienbHoi BOTYNHOW, 1 OH CTOAN
Y NAUTbI, KaK NONHOBNACTHbIW X039MH, Habnoaas, kak 4Boe pebaT yne-
TatoT 3a 06€ LeKn 0CTaTKM Msica ¢ NOANMBKOIA. Mo BCeM Tpem NoMeLL,eHu-
AM KyXHW CKBO3b KNy6bl BAAXHOr0 Napa CHOBaNN KyxapKu, NoBapsaTa u
uepHopaboume BCeX MacTeid: rpeMeny KacTprofisiMy, MOMeLLIMBanu roTo-
BSAILLLEECS XKapKoe, YNCTUIN-Pe3anu-LIMHKOBAIN KapTOLLKY 1 OBOLM. B
TYCK/0 OCBeLLEHHOI 6ytheTHOl ybopLymua ¢ 04yTN0BaTbIM HECHACTHBLIM
NNLOM 1 BONIOCaMK, MOABA3aHHBIMMW KaKO-TO BETXOW TpsinuLeld, Bo3nna
Mo nosny LWBabpoli ¢ MOKPOWA TPAMKOIA.

OfuH u3 pebAT ¢ cyaoMoiiHM nogbexan K Xakcy, Beas 3a coboto
conjara 4BOpLOBOI CTPaXM.

—BoT 0OH X0Ten ¢ BaMn NOTONKOBaTbL

—XopoLo. —XaKc KUBHYN CTPaXXHUKY, N TOT KUBHYN B OTBET. —A
Bbl, pebsTa, —OH NoBepHyca K Ponangy n Katbepty, —umaute K Mar-
rn. OHa facT Bam nupora. A noTom y6upaiitech BOH, YTOObl Y MEHSA He
6b1N10 13-3a BAC HENPUATHOCTEN.

Y>Ke NOTOM OHM 06a BCMOMHSAT 3Ty NOCNEAHION (hpasy: UTOObI y MeHs
He 6b1/10 13-3a BaC HENPUATHOCTEN.

A TOrfja OHV NMLWb NOCNYLWHO KUBHYMN W NOWAN K Marru.

OHa fana Kaxaomy no 60/bWoMy KyCcKy nupora Ha 06efeHHbIX



TapesiKkax —HO KaK-TO C ONackoii, 6yATo ABYM OAMYaBLUMM McaM, KOTO-
pble 3anpoCcTO MOTYT e YKYCUTb.

—/[laBaii noeamnm Ha cTyneHbKax, —npeanoxun Karoepr.

—aBaii.

OHW yCTPOMANCh C APYTOi CTOPOHbI 3aN0TeBLUER KAMEHHON KOOH-
Hajbl, TaK 4T0Obl MX He 6b1S10 BUAHO C KYXHUW, U HABPOCUAUCH Ha NUPOT.
OHM He cpasy 3aMeTUAN YbW-TO TeHW, yNaBLUWe Ha JanbHuii n3rné cre-
Hbl, NOACTYNaBLUE K LULMPOKOMY NIECTHUYHOMY NponeTy. PonaHg cxBa-
Tun KarbepTa 3a pyky.

—IMoingem oTctofa. KTo-To maeT.

Kat6epT nogHsAn ronosy. Ha ero ncnaykaHHOM AiroHbIM COKOM NnLLEe
0Tpasunach pacTepsHHOCTb.

TeHW, 0fHaKO, He ABMHYNMUCL Aajiblle, XOTHA Tex, KTO oT6pacbiBan
3TW TeHW, NO-NPEXHEMY He 6b110 BUAHO. DTO OblIM Xakc W conpat us
[BOPLIOBON CTpaxku. PebsTa ocTanuch CMAeTb Ha MecTe. Ecnu 6bl OHK
celiyac 3alleBennamnch, X 6bl HaBePHAKA YCbILanu.

—...HaWw ao6pbIi Apyr, —3aKOHYUA CBOKO (Dpa3y CTPaXHUK.

—®apcoH?

—UYepes Be Hefenn, —OTBETUN CTPAXKHUK. —MOXeT 6bITb, Yepes
Tpu. MpugeTca Tebe NONTH ¢ HamK. MapTus Ha rPy30BOM cKnage... —TyT
C KYXHU lOHECCA KaKoW-TO 0CO6EHHO FPOMKMiA rPOXOT KOTE/IKOB U KacT-
profib, @ BCNes, 3a HUM —NpPOKAATUA, LLIKBAN KOTOPbLIX 06pYLLIMACA Ha He-
YK/IOXKEro nosapeHkKa, paccbinaswiero nocygy. LLym nornotun cnosa
CTpaXKHMKa. PebsATa ycnbllany NnLlb OKOHYaHWe: —...0TpaBNeHHOe MACO.

—PwuckoBaHHo.

—He cnpaluuBaii, 4em MOXeT Tebe YCAYXUTb Hall A06pbI Apyr... —
Hayan CTpaXHWK.

—...CNIPOCK NiyuLLE, YeM MOXELb Tbl YCAYXWUTb eMy, — B340XHYN
Xakc. —/[la yK, congat, He crnpalluBai.

—Tbl 3HaeLWb, 0 YeM 5, —CMOKOWHO BbIMOMIBU/ CTPAXKHUK.

—/[la. M1 9 NnoMH10, YeM s emy 0653aH. He Hafo MeHs yuuTb. 1 TOUHO
TakK Xe, Kak Tbl, yBaXato ero n nobto. H rotos 6poCUMTbLCA B MOPE, ecnu
OH CKaXXeT, UTO TaK Hajo.

—BoT v cnasHo. Msco 6yfeT NPoOMapKMpPOBaHO Kak MPOoAYyKT KpaT-
KOCPOYHOro xpaHeHus. W Tebe Hago OGyaeT NoToponuTbCs. Thl e cam
NMOHMUMaeLLb.

—TamMm, B TOHTOYHe, eCTb feTn? —cnpocun nosap. Ha camom gene
370 6blN1 fAaXKe U He BONpPOC.

—Be3ge ecTb feT, —MArKo 0TBeTUN CTpaXXHWK. —Kak pas o fe-
TAX-TO Mbl U Neyemcs.

—OTpaBneHHOe MAcOo. CTpaHHbIA cnocob No3aboTUTLCA 0 AeTUL-
Kax. — XaKC TSXKeno, co CBUCTOM, B3LOXHYN. — OHKW 4TO, B6yayT Kop-

YNTbCA, XBATATbCA 3a XXMBOTUKW U 3BaTb Mamy? [la, HaBepHOe,
1Q2 Tak n byper.



— OHM NpPOCTO YCHYT, —CKasa/l CTPaXHUK, HO €ro rosioc 3sy4an
KaK-TO YX C/TIMLLKOM YBepeHHo.

—/1a, KOHEYHO. —XaKC KOPOTKO XOXOTHY.

—Tbl cam 3T0 cKas3an: «Congat, He cnpaliuBaii». Tebe e He Hpa-
BUTCA, YTO AETbMM YNPaBAAIOT NOL LYNOM PYXbs, KOTFA4a OHU MOTFn 6bl
HayaTb CTPOWUTbL HOBYIO XKW3Hb, HOBbIVi MUP —T0A €ro PyKOBOACTBOM?

Xakc npomonyan.

—Uepes gBaguarb MUHYT MHe ropa 3acTynartb Ha nocT. —Ilonoc
CTPaXHWKa BHOBb CTas1 CMOKOWHbIM. —Bblfjali-ka MHe NoKyfa 6apaHbto
nonatky. Moxanyi, CXoXy YLWUNHY TaM KOro-HU6Yab 13 TBOMX KYXOH-
HbIX AeBOK. MycTb cebe MOXMXMKAeT. A Korga s yingy...

—OT Moero bapallika y Te6s Konuk B xenyfke He 6yaet, PoO6COH.

—A Tbl He X0u4elllb...

HO TyT TeHU CABUHYNUCL, U rON0Ca 3aTUXIN BLAMN.

«5 6bl MOT UX yOUTb, —nogyman PonaHg, o6mMupas oT 3ano3fancro
cTpaxa. —$ 6bl MO UX Y6UTb, UX 0601x. CBOMM HOXOM. MepepesaTb UM
FNI0TKW, KaK CBUHbAM». OH MOrNffesn Ha CBOU PYyKKW, UCNayKaHHbIE MAC-
HO NOANVBKOW, ATOAHLIM COKOM W FPsA3bi0 NOC/E AHEBHbIX 3aHATUA.

—~PonaHg,.

OH nogHan rnasa Ha Kar6epta. OHW ycTaBUAUCL ApYr Ha Apyra B
JYLUUCTON nonyTeMe, 1 PonaHf BApYT NOYyBCTBOBA 06XMralowuii npu-
BKYC oTyasHuA. Kak 6yATo TOWHOTa nogkatuna K ropsy. 3710 4em-To
HarnoMnHaNo cMepTb —TaKyHo Xe rpybyro 1 HEeNpPenoXHyt, Kak cMepTb
TOro rony6s B ACHOM Hebe Haf UrpoBbIM MONEM. «XaKc? —ayman OH,
COBEpPLUEHHO COUTBLIA C TONMKY. — XaKc, KOTOPbIA MocTaBua Npunapky
MHe Ha HOTY, HY, B TOT pa3? XaKc?» Ero cosHaHue 3aMKHyn0Cb, OTropo-
OVBLUNCH OT TAFOCTHbIX MbICNEN.

OH cmoTpen npamo B nuuo KatbepTy —u He BUAEN TaM HUYErO.
Boobuye Huyero. B noTyxwux rnasax Katbeprta oTpakanacb nornbens
Xakca. B rnasax KatbepTa BCe 3T0 y)XKe Cy4ynnochb. Xakc nx HakopMm.
OHM nowwNu Ha necTHULY. YT1o6bl NoecTb. A NOTOM XaKC 0TBeN CTpaX-
HMKa No uMeHn POBCOH ANa NpefaTenbCcKoro tet-a-tet He B TOT Yron Kyx-
HW. BoT 1 Bce. Ka —3T0 Ka. /IHOrAaa oHo, C/TOBHO KamMeHb, COpBaBLUMiicS
BHM3 C ropbl. ToNbKO 1 BCero. W Huyero 6osbLue.

Bce 310 PonaHg npoden B rnasax Karb6epra.

B rnasax crtpenka.

OTew, PonaHfa To/bKO YTO BO3BPATU/CS C HAropbs U BbITSAeN KaK-To
COBCEM He K MEeCTY CpeAu POCKOLLHbIX MOPTbEP W LWNGOHOBOW NPeTeHLM-
03HOCTW F/TaBHOI MPYEMHOIA 3aU1bl, Kya MaJlbUMKy PaspeLLmiv BXo-

OWTb IULLIb HeJABHO —B 3HAK Hayasia ero 06y4eHusl. O3



OTeL 6b1/1 0T B YepHbIe AXXUHCbI 1 Fonybyto pabouyto pybaxy. Ceoii
OOPOXHbIV NAaLy, —blAbHbIA U FPA3HbLIA, a B 04HOM MECTe axe pa3of-
paHHbIV 40 NOAKNaLKM —OH HeBpeXXHO NepeKUHy Yepes neyo, He 3a-
60TACb 0 TOM, KaK NofOOHbIN BULOK COYETAETCA C 3/1eraHTHbIM ybpaH-
cTBOM 3abl. OTel, 6bla YXKaCHO XyfbIM, W, Ka3anocb, ero rycrble ycbl,
MOXO0XWe Ha BENOCUMNeHbIV py/b, NepeBeLlnBany ero roaosy, Korga oH
CMOTPEN Ha CblHa C BbICOTbl CBOEI0 HEMasnoro pocta. PeBonbBepbl Ha
peMHsX, 4TO ONOoACLIBaNM ero 6efpa KpecT-HakpecT, Bucenu nog 6esyn-
PEYHbIM YIrNOM K pyKam —4yT00bl UX 6b110 YA06HO BbIXBaTbIBaTb U3 KO-
Oypbl. MoTepTble PYKOATKN U3 caHAaN0BOW ApeBecuHbl Ka3ainuchb YHbI-
NbIMU N KAKUMU-TO COHHbIMMW B TYCK/IOM CBETE 3aKPbITOr0 MOMELLEHUS.

—TI naBHbIi NoBap, —TUX0 NPOroBopma otel. —IllogymaTb TONbKO!
B3pbIlB Ha ropHoli fopore y MOrpy304HON cTaHUuMu. MepTBbIil CKOT B
XeHAPWKCOHE. W, MOXET 6bITb, AaXe... NogymaTb Tofbko! B ronose He
yKnagbiBaetca!

OH YMO/IK HA MTHOBEHMWE N BHUMATE/IbHO NMPUCMOTPENCSA K ChIHY.

—Tebs aTo myyaeT, fa? Tep3aet?

—Kak cokon —pao6bivy, —oTo3Bancs PonaHg. —W Tebs aTo ToXe
Tep3aeT.

OH paccmesncs. He Hap cuTyauneid —HUYEro B HE BECENOro He
6bIN0, —HO Hag NyraroLeit TOYHOCTbIO 06pasa.

OTey ynbibHyNCA.

—[a, —ckasan PonaHg. —HaBepHoe... 3T0 MeHs Tep3aerT.

—C 10601 6611 KaTbepT, —npogomkan otey. —OH, BUAUMO, TOXeE
YKe pacckasan Bce OTLy.

-0a.

—OH Befb NogKapmausan sac, korga Kopr...

-Oa.

—W Katb6epT. Kak Tbl gymaellb, ero 370 TOXe Tep3aeT?
—He 3Hato.

Ha camom fene PonaHay 6bi10 Boo6LLEe BCe paBHO. Ero HMKorga He
3a60TK0, COBMAaAAOT X ero CO6CTBEHHbIE YYBCTBA C YyBCTBAMM KOrO-
TO APYroro.

—A Teb5 370 Tep3aeT, MOTOMY YTO 13-3a Te6A YMPET Ye/N0oBeEK?

PonaHg HeBONbHO NoXan nieyamu. EmMy Bapyr He MoHpaBnioCh, YTo
OTel, TaK AOTOLWHO pa3bupaeT MOTUBbI €ro NoBeAeHUs.

—W Bce-Taku Tbl pacckasan. MNMoyemy?

"Nasa manbyyraHa WMPOKO pacnaxHynuch.

—A KakK e nHa4ye?! 3meHa, 3To...

OTeL, pe3ko B3MaxHyN pyKoiA.

—Ecnmn Tbl Tak NOCTyNuUA M3-3a [elleBoil MAENKN M3 LKONbHbIX
y4ebHMKOB, TOrja He CTOWO U TPYAUTLCA. ECM Tak, TO YK nyylle nyctb
BCE TaM, B TOHTOYHe, MOrM6HYT OT MacCOBOr0 OTPaB/IeHNUS.

— HeT! —ApOCTHO BbIKPUKHYN PonaHg. —He noatomy
104 xoTenocb youTtb ero... ux oboux! Jhxeubl! Magroku! OHW...



—Mpogonxaii.

—OHMK 334enn MeHs, —3aKOHYMN NapHuLLKa C BbI30OBOM. — W MHe
6b110 60/1bHO. YTO-TO TaKOe OHW CO MHOW cienanu. 3-3a aToro 4To-To
BO MHE U3MeHWNOCb. 1 MHe 3ax0Tenoch youTb Ux 3a aTo.

OTew, KuBHyn:

— 3710 Apyroe geno. MNycTb 3T0 XKECTOKO, HO OHO TOro cTouT. IMycTb
OHO, CK&XXeM, He BbICOKOHPABCTBEHHO, HO Tebe 1 He HYXKHO 6bITb 4O6PO-
JeTenbHbIM. 3TO He And Tebd. Ha camoM fene... —OH NpucTanbHO Norns-
[en Ha CblHa, —Tbl, BEPOATHO, BCerfa OyfeLlb CTOATb BHe Kakux-nnbo
HPaBCTBEHHbIX HOPM. Thl He HACTO/IbKO CMbILLNEH, Kak KaTbepT nnu cbl-
HuWwKa BaHHW. Ho 310 faxke 1 K nydwemy. Tak Tbl 6yellb Henobeamm.

MasibumnK, [0 3TOr0 pasfpaXeHHblid, Tenepb MOYyBCTBOBan cebs
MO/bLLEHHbIM, HO BMECTe C TEM Y HEMHOTO BCTPEBOXMACSA.

—Ero...

—IloBecAr.

ManbynK KUBHYN:

—£$ X04y NOCMOTPETL.

Craplumnii InCKeliH pacxoxoTascs, 3anpoKNHYB F0/0BY:

—He TaKkoit y> 1 HenobeanMbIli, KaK MHE Ka3anocCh... NN, MOXET
ObITb, MPOCTO TYMOWA.

BHe3anHo oH 3amonyan. PykKa MeTHynach, Kak BCMblLLKa MO/IHUN, U
cXana npegnneyse PonaHga —Kpenko, Ao 6011, Manbunk nomMopLym-
Cl, HO He B34pOorHyn. OTel CMOTPEN Ha Hero A0Aro WU NpUcTasbHo, HO
PonaHp He 0TBeN rnas, XoTa 310 6bI710 ropasfo TPyAHee, YeM, Hanpumep,
HajeTb KNO6YYOK Ha BO30YXXEHHOro COKONa.

—XO0poLLo, MOXeLlb MNONTU NOCMOTPeTb. —OH NOBEPHY/CS, UTOObI
yiaTn.

—Orey?

—UYT0?

—Tbl 3Haellb, 0 KOM OHM FOBOPUAN? KTO 3TOT «HaLl J06pbIi gpyr»?

OTeL, 06epHycA 1 3ayMUYKNBO NOrNALEN Ha CblHa.

—/lla. KaxeTcs, 3Halo.

—Ecnu ero cxBatutb, —nporosopun PonaHg B cBOel MeannTe Nb-
HOI, MOXeT ObITb, AaXe YyTb TSHKENOBATON MaHepe, —Torga 6onblue
YK€ HUKOro He NpuaeTcs... Hy, B3geprueaTtb. Kak nosapa.

OreL, yCcMexHynca:

—Ha kakoe-To BpeMsi, HaBepHOe, fa. Ho B KOHeYHOM uTOre Bcerga
KTO-TO HaligeTcsl, KOro Hy>HO B34ePHYTb, KaK Tbl O4EHb MU3ALLHO Bbipa-
3uncs. Jlloan He MoryT 6e3 aToro. [jaxe eciv U HeT HUKaKOro npejate-
N, paHO MW NO3JHO TaKo oTbiweTcs. JTloan camu ero HaligyT.

—/[a. —PonaHa MrHOBEHHO MOHAN, 0 YeM UAET peyb. U, pa3 yAacHUB
cebe 37O, 3aMOMHMI YXe Ha BCIO XM3Hb. — HO ec/in Bbl ero cxBaTuTe,
aToro gobporo gpyra...

—HeTt, —pewmnTensHo obopsan ero oTeL,. [nc



—TIoyemy HeT?

Ha MrHoBeHMe ManbymKy nokasanocb, 4To OTeL, Ceiiyac CKaXeT eMy
noyemy. Ho otew, npomonyan.

—Ha cerogHs, a gymato, Mbl y>Ke NoroBopuan AoctatoyHo. Octasb
MEHS.

PonaHay X0Tenocb HanoOMHWUTbL OTLY, YTOObI OH He 3abblf O CBOEM
obellaHnm, Korga npuaeT BpeMs KasHu, HO OH NMPUKYCU A3blK, NOYYB-
CTBOBaB OTLLOBCKOe HacTpoeHue. OH NOAHEC KO N6y CxKaTblil Kynak, Bbl-
CTaBW/1 OfHY HOTY BMepes 1 noknoHuca. NMoTom 6bICTPO BbILWen, NAoT-
HO 3aKpbIB 3a C060/ ABepb. OH Yy)Xe NMOHANM, YTO OTel, XOUeT NoTpaxaTb-
cA. ManbumnK He CTan MbICNIEHHO 3a4epXunBaTbca Ha 3TOM. OH 3Han, Ko-
HeYHO, YTO ero nama ¢ Mamoi AenaroT 3TO0... 3Ty CaMyto LUTYKY... APYr C
[PYroMm, 1 6bl1 B KYpCe, Kak 370 BCE NPOUCXOANT. HO CLeHbl, BO3HMKaB-
LUne B BOOBPaXKeHUM Npu MbICAn 06 3TOM CaMOM, BCErga conpoBoXja-
NINCb OLLYLLLEHNEM HETOBKOCTU W KaKOW-TO HEMOHATHOM BUHbI. Y>Ke Mno-
TOM, HECKO/bKO f1eT cnycTa, Clo3aH paccKaxeT eMy UCTOPUIO NPo K-
na, a OH ByfeT cnyLwath ee B MONYaNMBON 33yMUYMBOCTH, Pa3MbILLASA O
NpUYyannBOM U KpOBaBOM IK060BHOM TPeyro/ibHKKe: oTel, MaTb U Map-
TeH —KOTOPOro B OMpefe/nieHHbIX Kpyrax nposbiBany —Hall fo6pblit
apyr ®apcoH. Nnwn, BO3MOXHO, ecniv 406aBUTb ero camoro, 310 6bin yxe
[aXe U He TPEYro/IbHUK, & YETbIPEXYTObHUK.

f

XonM BucenbHMKOB pacnonarancs Kak pas y Aoporn Ha TOHTOYH.
B 3TOM 6blna HeKas NO3TUYHOCTb, KOTOPYH CMOT Obl, HaBEPHOE, OLEHNTb
Kat6epT, HO y> HMKaK He PonaHg. 3aTo Bucenuua npoussena Ha Po-
naHfa HensrnagvmMoe Brevart/ieHne: UCMOoHeHHas 310BELLero Bennyung,
OHa YepHbIM Yr/I0M MpoYepTUAa ACHOE rony6oe HE6O0 —TeMHBIA, 13no-
MaHHbIA CUYaT, HaBMUCAKOLWLMIA Had CTONIGOBOI JOPOrOiA.

B TOT AeHb 060X PebAT 0CBOBGOANAN OT YTPEHHMX 3aHATMIA. KopT ¢
HemManbIMW YCUIMAMW NPOYEN 3aNnCcKn OT UX OTL0B, LLUEBENA rybamu 1
BPEMS OT BPEMeHW K1Bas rofoBoii. 3aKOHYMB 3TO TPYJ0EMKOE [ieN0, OH
aKKypaTHO CnoXun 6ymaxku n ybpan nx B kapmaH. Jaxe 3gecb, B 'n-
neafie, 6ymara 6b11a Ha Bec 30n10Ta. Motom KopT nogHan rnasa K ceert-
N0-MNI0BOMY PaccBeTHOMY Heby ¥ CHOBA KUBHYI.

— MojoxanTe, —CKasan OH 1 HanpaBuCcs K NOKOCKBLUEKCS KaMeH-
HOW XMXWHe, cBoeMy Xunuwy. OH 6bICTPO BEPHYCSA C 1OMTeM rpy6o-
ro npecHoro xne6a, pa3noMWn ero HafBoe W Aan Kaxgomy no nosno-
BUHKe. —Koraa Bce 3aKOHUUTCA, Bbl 06a NONOXUTE 3TO eMY NOJ HOTW.

W cmoTpuTe: cfenaiTe, Kak s cKasan, MHaye 8 Bam YCTPOH Ha
106  3TOI Hepdene BeCcenyto XU3Hb. CnyLly LWKYpPY C 060MX.



PebsTa He NOHANW HUYEro, NOKa He NPM6bLINN Ha MECTO —BEPXOM,
BABOEM Ha MepuHe KaTbepTa. OHM npmexanu cambiMU NepBbIMU, Yaca
3a fiBa [j0 TOro, Kak ocTa/lbHble TO/IbKO eLle Hayanu cobupartbed, 1 3a
yeTblpe Yaca 0 Ka3HW. Tak 4To Ha XoniMe BUCeNnbHUKOB 6bI110 MYCTbIH-
HO eCnu He cuMTaTb BOPOHOB fa rpayeit. Mtuubl 66111 Noscogy. OHK
rPOMO3AUNNCL Ha TAXENOoin nonepevyHoi 6anke —3TakoW CTaHWHe
cmepTu. Cugenun psgKom no Kpato nomocTa. [panvck 3a Mecta Ha CTy-
neHbKax.

—MWx ocTtaBnaT, —npowenTan KartbepT. —MepTBbix. s ntuu,

—/[laBaii nogHUMemMcs, —NpeanoXun PonaHga.

Kat6epT B3rIIHYN Ha HEr0 YyTb /N He C Y)KacoM.

—BoT Tyga? A ecnu...

PonaHj B3MaxHyn pykoi, 060pBaB ero Ha nonycno.e:

—/la mbl c TOBOI 3aABUANCHL Ha CTO /IET paHblUe Apyrux. Hac HUKTO
He yBUANT.

—Hy nagHo.

PebsaTa MeafieHHO NOAOLWAN K Bucenuue. MTuLbl, HerogyoLle xno-
nas KpblbSMU, CHANMCb C HACWDKEHHbIX MECT, KapKasa U Kpy>xXa —HU
[aTb HW B3ATb TO/MMA BO3MYLLEHHbIX KPECTbSAH, KOTOPbIX ANLWNAN 3eM-
nn. Ha yncTom yTpeHHeM Hebe BHYTpeHHero mMupa ux Tena BblpUCOBbI-
Ba/IUCb YEPHBLIMU MAOCKUMU CUNYITaMU.

Tonbko Tenepb PonaHg noyyBCTBOBAS CBOK MPUYACTHOCTb K TOMY,
YTO AO/DKHO 6b1/10 MPOM3OMATU. B 3TOM AepeBAHHOM COOPYXEHUU He 6b110
6naropoactea. OHO HMKaK He BNUCbIBaNOCh B 6e3ynpeyHo OTaXeHHbIN
MexaHu3M LMBUAM3aL MK, Bcerga BHyLwaBLwuii PonaHay 61aroroBeiHblin
cTpax. O6bl4yHasA NOKopo6aeHHas cocHa M3 JlecHoro heofa, NOKpbITas
6enbIMKN KNAKCaMy NTUYbEro nomeTta. OHW ObINKU MOBCIOAY: Ha CTYMNeHb-
Kax, Ha orpakgeHuun, Ha NoMocTe. U 0T HUX XXYTKO BOHA/O.

PonaHg noBepHyncsa Kk KatbepTy, HanyraHHbIi U NOTPSICEHHbIN, 1
YBUJEN Ha IMLe Apyra TO Xe camoe BblpaXKeHue.

—94 He cmory, Po, —npowenTtan Katbept. —He cmory 2 Ha 310
CMOTpETb.

PonaHg Mef/leHHO NoKayan rofioBoin. 370 6yAET ANS HUX YPOKOM,
BAPYT MOHAM OH, HO He SPKMUM U pafioCTHbIM, a, HA060POT, YeM-TO ApeB-
HUM, YPOA/IMBbLIM, N3beLeHHbIM PXOiA... BOT noyeMy nx oTubl paspeLuu-
AN UM NPUATK Ha Ka3Hb. W € 06bIYHBIM CBOUM YNPAMCTBOM M MONYanu-
BOV pelumMmocTblo PonaHg B3a1 cebs B pyKU, roTOBACh BCTPETUTH 3TO
Y)KacHOe «4T0-TO», YeM Obl OHO HM 06EepPHYNOCH.

—Cwmoxewsb, beprt.

—$1 HOYbLIO MOTOM He 3acHY.

—3HauuT, He 6yfelb cnaTb. —PonaHd Tak U He NOHAN, MPU Yem
3[1eCb COH.

KatbepT cxBaTtun PonaHga 3a pyKy v NOCMOTPEN Ha Hero ¢
TaKO NPOH3NTENbHOW 60MbI0 BO B3rnsfe, YUto PonaHg cHoBa



3aCOMHEBA/CA U OTYASHHO MOXKanesn 0 TOM, 4TO B TOT BeYep OHU BOOGLLE
CYHYNUCb B 3anaZHyto KyxHto. OTel, 6611 npas. Jlydie 6bl BCE XUTENN
TOHTOYHa —MY>XUWHbI, XXEHLUMHbI, AeTU —yMepan. JTyulle yX Tak, Yem
BOT 3TO.

W Bce xe. L Bce xe. ITO OblN ANS HEro ypoK —CTpalHOe «YTo-
TO», OCTPOE, 3a3yb6peHHOe, Npopxkasenoe, —n PonaHg He MOr ero npo-
nycTUThb.

—/[laBait nyulue He 6yaem Tyda nogHMMaTbCs, —ckasan KarbepT. —
MbI 1 TaK y>xe Bce yBUAeNN.

N PonaHpf HeXOTs KMBHYJ, YYBCTBYS, KaK 3TO YXacHOe W Heno-
HATHOE «4YTO-TO» MOTUXOHbKY €ro oTmyckaeT. KopT, 6yAb OH 34€ech,
BNeNuUN 6bl UM 060MM MO XOPOLLEN 3aTpeLyHe U 3acTaBU Bbl B306-
paTbCA Ha NMOMOCT, Lar 3a LWaroMm... lWMbIrag no gopore paséutsbiMu B
KPOBb HOCaMM W rnoTas cofieHble connu. MoxeT 6biTb, KopT faxe 3a6-
pocun 6bl Ha NepeknaguHy HOBEHbKYH MEHbKOBYH BEPEBKY C MeTnel
Ha KOHLe, 3acTaBu 6bl X N0 0YepeAn NPOCYHYTb OMI0BY B METO U
NocTOSATh Ha ABEpLLE /THOKA, YTO6LI MPOYYBCTBOBAThL BCE B MOJHOW Mepe.
KopT HenpemeHHO 6bl Bpe3an UM eLLe pas, ecim 6bl KTO-TO U3 HUX BAPYT
3axHbIKan A ¢ UCNyry Hanpyaun B wWrtaHel. U Kopt, pasymeetcs, 6bin
6bl NpaB. B nepBblii pa3 B Xn3HU PonaHAy 3ax0Tenoch CKOpee CTaThb
B3POC/bIM.

HapounTo MefneHHO OH OTNOMWA LWenKy OT AepeBAHHOI0 Orpax-
LeHUs, NONOXWUA ee B HarpyAHbIA KapMaH 1 TONbKO TOrAa OTBEPHY/ICS.

—Tbl 370 3a4em? —cnpocun Katbept.

PonaHgy o4eHb XOTENOCH CKa3aTb B OTBET YTO-HMOYAb Bpasoe, Tvna:
[a Tak, Ha cyacTbe... —HO OH MW nornsgen Ha Katbepra v TpAXHYN
r0/10BOWA.

—TpocTo uTo6bI ObIN0, —CKa3an oH YyTb norogs. —Bcerga.

OHWV oTOLWM Nojanblie OT BUCENULbI W, YCEBLUUCH Ha 3eMALO, CTa-
nn xaatb. ae-To yepes vac Havyanu cobmpartbes Nepsble 3puTenu, 60/b-
LUMHCTBO —LEe/bIMU CEMbAMU. OHU Che3KaNNCh Ha Pa3BaIMBaIOLLUXCA
MOBO3Kax W Be3/n € CO60i efly: KOP3UHbI C XONOAHLIMU 6IMHaMU, Hauun-
HEHHbIMW [XeMOM U3 AUKUX Arof. B xusoTe y PonaHga 3aypyano ot
ronofa, u OH CHOBa CNpocun cebs: rae TyT AOCTOMHCTBO, rae 6naropoj-
cTB0? OH Aaxe nogyman, 4To, MOXET, JOCTOUHCTBO U 61aropoAcTBO —
3T0 OYepeHas N0Xb, BblfyMaHHas B3pocibiMK. VM 3TO Takme COKpo-
BMLLLA, O KOTOPbIX TaK NPOCTO He fo6epellbcsi? EMy Ka3anoch, 4To gaxe
B TOM, KakK Xakc 6pofun no Yagawein KyxHe B CBOEM repenaykaHHOM
6enoM KOCTIOME 1 opan Ha MoBapsT, U TO 6biN0 60MbLUe LOCTOMHCTBA.
PonaHg cxan B Kynake Lenky, KOTOPY OT/0MUA OT OrpaXAeHMs Ha

nomocTe. PAAoM ¢ HUM Ha Tpase nexkan KatbepT ¢ genaHHo 6es-

108 Pa3nuyHbL NULOM.



B KOHLe KOHUOB BCe 0Ka3a/sioCb He TaK YX W CTpallHo, U PonaHg
6bln 3TOMY paf. Xakca NpuBe3n Ha OTKPbITOW MOBO3Ke, HO y3HaTb ero
MOXHO 6bIfI0 IMLLb N0 HEOXBAaTHOMY TY/MOBULLY: eMy 3aBfi3anu rnasa
YEpHOI LLIMPOKOIA TPAMKO, KOTOopas 3akpbiBana nouTy Bce nuuo. Koe-
KTO Hayas LWBbLIPATHLCA B HEFO KAMHSIMU, HO 60/IbLUMHCTBO 3pUTeNeli aaxe
He 0TOPBa/INCb OT CBOMX 3aBTPAKOB.

Kakoii-To CTpenok, KOTOporo Manbymk He 3Han (OH ele nopago-
BasicA Mpo cebs, YTO He OTeL, BbITALLMA YEPHbI KaMeHb), NOMOr TON-
CTOMY NoBapy NOAHATLCA Ha 3WadoT, OCTOPOXHO Befs ero rnof pyky.
[Boe cTpaxHUKOB u3 [lo3opa 3apaHee MpoLUIN Brepes v BCTanu o
06enM CTOpOHaM OT /toKa. Xakc W CTPenok B306panncb Ha NOMOCT,
CTPeNoK NepeknHyn BepPeBKY C NeTnei Yepes nepeknaguHy, Hagen net-
N0 XaKCy Ha LUeto U 3aTAHYN ee TaK, YTobbl Y3en 0Kazancs TOUYHO Noj
NneBbIM yXOM. MNTuubl ynetenun, Ho PonaHg 3Han, 4to OHW BbIXXWAAIOT U
CKOPO BepHYyTCA.

—He enaelwb NOKaaTbLCA? —CNPOCKA CTPESOK.

—MHe He B yeM KaATbca. —CnoBa Xakca Npo3Byyanu Ha yansne-
HWe OTYET/IMBO, & B €ro rosioce ABCTBEHHO C/bILIAIOCh KAKOE-TO CTpaH-
HOe [JOCTOMHCTBO, HECMOTPA Ha TO YTO €ero 3arnyluana Ta YyepHas Tpsn-
Ka, 3aKpblBaBLUIas pPoT. TKaHb NeroHbKO KoJbiXanachb nog TMXum BeTep-
KOM, KOTOPbIA TONbKO YTO NOAHANCSA. —$ He 3abbln nnLia CBOEro oTua,
OHO Bcerja 6b110 CO MHOW.

PonaHf BHUMAaTeNbHO NPUTNAZescsa K ToNne, U To, YT0 OH TaM YBU-
[ien, ero BCTPeBOXW/10. Y10 3To —cocTpagaHme? MoxeT 6biTb, BOCXU-
WweHne? Hago 6ygeT cnpocutb y oTua. Ecnm npepateneli HasbiBatoT re-
poamu («Mnn repoes —npeaaTensimmn», —mpayHo nogyman Ponaug),
3HAYMT, NPULLIN TEMHble BpeMeHa. BOUCTUHY TeMHble BpemeHa. >Karib,
UTO eMy He XBaTaeT Nnoka pasyMeHus pa3obpaTbCs BO BCEM KakK Crefyer.
OH nogyman npo Kopta v npo xne6, KoTopblil OH fan um ¢ KatbepTom.
Tenepb MafbYMK UCMbITLIBA/ K CBOEMY HaCTaBHUKY UCKPEHHee npespe-
Hue. Bnn3ok geHb, korga Kopt 6ygeT cnyXuTb emy. MoXeT 6bITb, TO/b-
Ko emy, a Kat6epTy —HeT. MoXeT 6bITb, KaTtbepT corHetcs nog Henpe-
PbIBHLIM rpafom Hanagok Kopta v ocTaHeTCs KOHIOXOM MKW Naxom (Mau
eLLe TOro XyXe —CTaHeT HafyLUeHHbIM U HaNoOMaXXeHHbIM L1MNI0MATOM,
KOTOpbI CNIOHAETCA N0 NPUEMHBIM 1 BMECTe C BMaBLUMMUW B Mapasm npe-
CTapenbiMy KOPONSMY 1 MPUHLAMK TYNO NAMNTCA B NCeBLOMAarnyeckme
XpycTanbHble wapbl). KatbepT —pa, MOXeT 6biTb. Ho OH, PonaHg, —
HeT. OH 3T0 3HaN. OH co3faH 45 6e36peXKHbIX MPOCTOPOB U AaNbHUX
CTPaHCTBMiA. Y>Ke MOTOM, BCMNOMMWHas 06 3TOM B CBOEM 0AMHouecTBe, Po-
naHj cam AWBY AaBaics, 4To Takaa cyfbba Korja-to kasanach
emMy 3aMaHu4BOA. i



—Ponang?

—/[a Tyt a, TyT. —OH B351 KaTbepTa 3a pyKy, U UX Nanblbl CLenu-
JINCb HAMEPTBO.

—BWHOBHBI B 3/10YMbILLINEHNAX Ha YOUIACTBO U B MOACTPEKATENb-
CTBe K MATEXY, —IPOMKO NPOroBopu CTpesiok Ha awadoTe, —Tbl OT-
BEPHYNCA OT CBeTa, U A, Hapnb3, cbiH Yapnb3a, 0Tnpasnsto 1e65 BO TbMy,
Ha BEKW BEYHbIE.

PonoT npotuen no Tonne, Koe-rhe faxe noc/bIWanncb BO3MYLLEH-
Hble KPUKK.

—4 Hukorga...

—CBou 6acHu 6ygellb pacckasbiBaTb TaM, THYCHbIV YepBb. B mupe
3arpobHoM, —ckasan Yapnb3, cbiH Yapnb3a, U HaXkan Ha pblyar.

KpblLKa ntoka ynana. Xakc yxHyn BHu3. OH BCe eLLe MblTancs uro-
TO CKasaTb. PofiaHf 370 3anoMHus. Ha BCo XX13Hb. [oBap ymep, Bce elle
NblTasACb YTO-TO cKasaTb. Hanocnefok. ae, MHTEPECHO, 3aKOHYMT OH
(hpasy, HauaTyto Ha 3emne? Ero cnosa 3arfiywun SBCTBEHHbIR XpycT —
TaKOW 3BYK M3JaeT CyX0e MOJIeHO B 04are 3MMHel X0N04HON HOUbHO.

Ho Bce 6bIN10 He TakK YX v cTpallHo. Horv nosapa AepHynuch 1 pa-
3owwnnck 6ykeoit V. Tonna ncnyctuna y40BneTBOPEHHbI B3goX. CTpax-
HWKW 13 [jo30pa, 4TO BCE BPEMS Ka3HW CTOSNW MO CTOWKe «CMUPHO»,
Tenepb paccnabunnce U ¢ paBHOLYLIHbIM BUAOM MPUHANNCG HABOLUTH
nopagok. CTpenok Mea/ieHHO CnycTuca ¢ MOMOCTa, BCKOYUI B CEAN0 U
nockakasn npoyb, 6ecLepemMoHHO NpoKnagbisas cebe NyTb NPAMO CKBO3b
TONMNY XYHOLWWX CBOU 6/1MHbI 3eBaK. HeKoTopbIM 0C060 MeA/IUTENbHBIM
Jae focTanocb KHyToM. OCTaNbHbIE B NaHWKe pa3bexxanncb, 0CBO60X-
fas fopory.

Korga BCe 3aKOHYMNOCh, MIIOAN TYT Xe MPUHANUCL PACXOAUTbCS.
Tonna paccocanacbk 6bICTPO, U rae-T0 MUHYT Yepes COPOK pebaTa ocTa-
NNCb OfHW HA HEBbLICOKOM MPUTrOPKe, KOTOPbIA OHW 136panu CBOUM Ha-
6nrofatesnibHbIM NYHKTOM. MTULbl yXKe BO3BpalLannch, YTobbl paccmoT-
peTb HOBOE NofHoLeHWe. OAHa NO-NPUATENLCKM YCenach Ha nneye Xak-
ca U NpuHANach TepebuTb KIOBOM BeCTALLee KONeyko, KOTOPOoe nosap
BCerga Hocun B NPaBoM yXe.

—OH coBceM Ha ce6s He NOX0X, coBceM, —CKa3an KatbeprT.

—[1a HeT, NOX0X, —YBEPEeHHO 0T03BascA PonaHa, Korga oHu BMec-
Te NOAOLLAN K BUCENULE, CKUMAA B pyKax Kycku xneba. Karbeprt Bbir-
NAJeNn Kak-To pacTepsiHHO M CMYLLEHHO.

OHW 0CTaHOBUAUCH MOJ, CaMOVi NepeKnaanHoi, rnafs Ha nokaymea-
touleeca Teno. KatbepT 4yTb 1M He C BbI3OBOM NPOTAHYN PYKY W KOC-
HY/CS OA4HON BONOCATOW NOABDKKK. Teno 3aKkayanock CUNbHEE v nosep-
Hy/N0Cb BOKPYT CBOEN ocK.

IMoTOM OHM ObICTPEHBKO PacKpoLWWuaM Xneb 1 pacchbinany KPoLKu

nog, 6onTatowumucsa Horamu. Mo gopore o6paTHO PonaHg orns-
110 HYICHBcero ognH pas. Tenepb 1X 661710 TaM HECKO/IbKO ThICAY —



ntuy,. Ctano 6bITb, XNed —OH NOHAN 3TO, HO KaK-TO CMYTHO —ObI/1 TOJIb-
KO CYMBOJIOM.

—A 3Haellb, 370 ObINO Henaoxo, —ckasan Bapyr Karbept. —4...
MHe noHpaBsunock. Mpasga, NOHPaBUNOCE.

Cnosa apyra He notpsacau PonaHga, X0TS Ha HEro0 CamMoro 3Ta KasHb
He Npou3Besia 0co6eHHOro BrneyatieHns. OH TONbKO NOAyMas, YTo BMOJI-
He NoHWmaeT KaTtbepTa. TakK 4To, MOXET ObITb, OH eLLe He He3HafexeH,
Kat6epT. MOXeT ObITb, OH U He CTaHET NPUAYPOUHBLIM LMUNIOMATOM.

—41 He 3Hat0, —OTBETUA OH. —HO 3TO AeNCTBUTE/BbHO BbINO YTO-TO.

A yepes nATb NeT CTpaHa BCe e focTanacb «Jo6poMy Apyry», HO K
TOMY BpemeHn PonaHf yXke 6bin CTPEIKOM, ero oTeL, yMep, caM OH cfe-
nancs youiiuein —y6uiiLeil CobCTBEHHON MaTepu, —a MuUp CABUHYNCSA C
MecTa.

W Havanuch fonrue rogsl fanekmx CTpaHCTBUIA.

—CwmoTpute. —>KeliK yKasan HaBepx.

CTpenoK 3anpoKWHYN rofoBy 1 BAPYT NOYYBCTBOBA/ pe3Kyto 60/b
B npaBoM 6eape. OH HEBONbHO NMOMOPLLWACA. YXKe fiBa JHA OHW LUAN
no npearopbsm. XoTsa BoAbl B 6YpAOKax 0CTasoCh BCEr0 HWUYEro, Te-
nepb 3TO YXXe He UMenio 3HavyeHus. CKopo Boabl 6yaeT mMHoro. Mein —
He Xouy.

OH npocnefnn B3rNa40M 3a nanblem [xxelika: BBepX, MUMO 3efe-
HOV paBHWHbI Ha MI0CKOrOpbe —K 06HaXXEHHbIM CBEPKAOLUM yTecaMm
N Y3KUM YLLENbSAM... W ELLE BbILLE, K CAMbIM CHEXHbIM BEPLUMHAM.

B cMyTHOW, fanekoil KpoweyHoW YepHOli Touke (3T0 Morfia 6biTb
0fiHa U3 Tex KpanuHOK, KOTOpble NOCTOSHHO Nascanu nepes rnasamu
CTpeNika —TOMbKO OHa He NAscana U He ApoXana, a ocTaBanacb Bcerga
HEeW3MEeHHOI) CTPenoK pacrno3Han Yyenoseka B YHepHOM. TOT Kapabkascs
BBEPX MO KPYTOMY CK/IOHY C YOWUIACTBEHHON BbICTPOTOW —MantoCeHb-
Kas MyLUKa Ha FPOMagHON rpaHUTHOW CTeHe.

—3T0 OH? —cnpocun xelik.

CTpenok cMoTpen Ha 6e3/1MKOoe MATHbILIKO, YTO BblJe/biBano akpo-
6aTnyeckne HOMepa Ha 0Tporax ropHoro xpe6Ta, U He YyBCTBOBA HUYe-
ro, KPOMe KaKoW-TO TPEBOXHO meyanu.

—3T0 OH, [XeliK.

—Kak Bbl iymaeTe, Mbl ero f,oroHum?

—Tenepb TONbLKO Ha TOM CTOpOHe. W To, ecim He Byaem CTosTb, Tpa-
TUTb BPEMS Ha Pa3roBOpbI.

—OHW TakKue BbICOKME, Fopbl, —CKa3zan [xeik. —A uTo Ha
TOW cTOpOHe? A\



— #1 He 3Hal0, —OTBETW/ CTPENOK. — |/ HaBEPHOE, HUKTO He 3HaeT.
PaHbLUe, MOXET 6bITb, 3HaNW. lMoigem, ManbiLL.

OHM cHOBa NoLwIn BBEPX MO CKNOHY. MefiKne KaMeLKun netenm y
HWUX U3-MOJA HOr, U CTPYWKMN MecKa CTeKann BHW3, K NYCTbIHe, YTO pac-
NpOCTepNach y HWUX 3a CIUHOM NAOCKUM NPOKaNeHHbIM NPOTUBHEM, KO-
TOPOMY, Ka3anocb, HeT KOHLa. HaBepxy, BbICOKO-BbICOKO Haf HAMMU, Ye-
NOBEK B YepHOM NPOAO/MKAN CBON YNOPHbLIA NOALEM K BeplunHe. OTCIO-
[a Henb3s 6blN10 ONpefeNnTb, OrNAAbIBANCA OH Ha HUX UAKN HeT. Kasa-
NOCb, OH NIErKO MepenpbirmBaeTt Yepes 6e340HHbIE NponacTy, 6e3 Tpyaa
B30MpaeTcd No OTBECHLIM CKNOHaM. lMapy pa3 OH vcyesan u3 Bugy, Ho
BCerja nosBnaics cCHoBa, NoKa (hnoieToBas MneseHa CyMepek He CKpblna
ero okoHuatesnbHO. OHU pa3bunu narepb U yCTPOUIUCH Ha Houner. [o-
4TK BCE 3TO BPEMSA Ma/ib4UK MOMHas, U CTPeNoK Aaxe nogyma, yx He
3HaeT 1M NapeHb 0 TOM, YTO CaM OH [aBHO YXe UHTYWTUBHO MOYyBCTBO-
Ban. Moyemy-To OH BCNOMHWUA Lo KatbepTa, pasropsyeHHoe, ucny-
raHHoe, B036y>xgeHHoe. BcnomHuWA XnebHble Kpowwku. U ntuy,. «Tak BOT
BCE U KOHYaeTca, —fAyman oH. —BCAKniA pa3 Bce KOHYAeTCH UMEHHO
Tak. Bce HauMHaeTCs € NOMCKOB M J0OPOr, YTO YBOAAT Brepes, HO BCe f0-
porv BefyT B O4HO MeCTo —Ty/Aa, rfe CBepLlaeTca CMepTHaa KasHb. Ye-
NOBEKOYOUIACTBOY .

Kpowme, 6b1Tb MOXET, oporu K bawHe. 'ae Ka NoKaxeT CBOe NCTUH-
HOe L.

Manbunk —ero XepTBa, 06peyeHHas Ha 3aknaHue, —C TakUM He-
BMHHbIM W COBCEM elle AeTCKUM JINLLOM B CBETE KPOLUEYHOro KOCTepKa,
3aCHYN NPsAMO Haf NowWwKol ¢ 6o6amu. CTPenoK yKpbla ero NonoHOMN un
TOXe y/iercs cnafb.



Oppunp

ol
BYaKy My

AWT  afbyMK Hallen npopuuaresbHULY, U Ta efBa ero He
H | yHuuTOXWUna.

Kakoe-To rny6WHHOe WMHCTUHKTMBHOE YYBCTBO
npobyamnno cTpenka 0To CHa nocpeamn 6apxaTHOM TbMbl,
4TO MpULLNA BCEA 3a IMNI0BbIMU CyMepKamu. 3To cny-
4ynnoch, KOraa oHu ¢ Jykeilkom fobpanvchk go yyacTka
nouTV POBHOM, NOPOCLUel TPaBoi 3eMAM Ha NePBOM YCTyne NpeAropuii.
[axe Ha caMbIX TPYHbIX NOAbEMAX, KOFAa UM NPUXOANIOCH KapabKaTb-
CSl BBEPX, BbIOGMBAACH 13 CUN 1 BOPSACL BYKBANbHO 3a KaXAblii yT nog
HeLLafiHO NansALWMM COMTHLEM, OHU CAbILIANU CTPEKOT CBEPUKOB, cobnas-
HWUTENbHO NOTUPAIOLLMX NlankKamuy Nocpeay BEYHOM 3e/1eHN NBOBbIX POLL,
pacnpocTepLUnXcs Bbille N0 CKAOHY. CTPenoK 0CTaBasics CNOKOWHbIM,
MaJibYMK TOXKe BPOAe Bbl COXpaHsN CNOKOMCTBME —BHELLHe N0 KpaliHei
Mepe, —TaK YTO CTPENoK Aaxe UM ropaunca. Ho [pkelik He cymen CKpbITh
3TOrO0 AMKOTO BbIPAXEHUSA [Na3, KOTOpPble CTanu 6eCLBETHLIMU 1 3aCTbIB-
LUMMK, KaK y flolwaan, 4To novysna BoAY v He MOHecsa ToNbKo 6naroja-
psi BONe BCafHWKa, —KakK Yy fiowaau, KoTopas foLwwia 4o Toro cocTos-
HWS, KOTa YAepXaTb ee MOXET TONbKO rNy6UHHOE B3aMMONOHUMaHMe,
a HUKaK He Lnopbl. CTPeNoK XOpoLo NOHMMa, YT TBOpPUTCS ¢ JKeit-
KOM, XO0TA 6bl Y)Ke Mo TOMY, KaK HeMCTOBO 1 6e3yMHO ero co6CTBEHHOE
Te/I0 0T3bIBA/IOCh Ha [pa3HALLMIA CTPEKOT CBEpUKOB. Ero pyku,
Kas3anochb, Camy MLLYT OCTPbIe BLICTYMbI B KAMHe, 4TO6bI OKopsA- L 3




6aTbCs B KPOBb, & KOMIEHU TaK 1 CTPEMATCA K TOMY, 4TO6bl X MCNOJI0CO-
BaN rNy60KUMU CaALHALLUMW Nope3amMu.

Bclo gopory cofiHue nanunio HewagHo, Aaxe Ha 3akarte, Korga oHo
pa3byxano n 6arposeno, Kak B IMXOpafike, OHO [0 MOC/EAHEr0 apkKo
CBETWNO CKBO3b PacLLeiMHbl MeXay CKanamu Mo fIeByto pykKy, Cnenuno
rnasa, obpalano Kaxayo KanefbKy noTa B CBEPKatoLLyH0 nNpusmMy 601um

A NoTOM NoABMNAaCh TPasBa: NMoHavany —uLlb Yyaxnas Kentas rno-
poC/b, HO MOPa3UTE/IbHO YXU3HecnocobHas. OHa € 3aBUAHbLIM YOPCTBOM
Llenasanack 3a Xy40COUHYH pa3MbITyHo NouBy. Jablue, YyTh BbILLe MO CK/0-
Hy, MOKa3annchb pefKue Ny4YKn BebMUHON TPaBbl, KOTOPbIE OYeHb BbICTPO
CMEHWUANUCL TYCTOW, BYHONM 3eneHb0. A MOTOM B BO3AYXE Pasnnaoch
nepBoe 6raroyxaHue yxe HacTOsLLei TpaBbl, YTO pocna BNEPEMELLKY C
TUMOheeBKOW Mog CEHbIO NEPBbIX KaPNKOBLIX efeil. TaMm, B TeHU, CTpe-
NOK 3aMeTWN KOPUYHEeBLI NpomenbK. OH BbIXBATWUA PEBOSbBEP, BbICTpE-
ANA pa3 1 nogbmn Kposimka npexae, Yem [pkelik ycrnen BCKPUKHYTb OT
N3yMneHnsa. Ayxe yepes CeKyHAY CTPesioK ybpas peBonbBep B KOBYpy

—34ecb Mbl M OCTAHOBUMCS, —CKa3as OH.

Elle Bbille MO CKNOHY 6bINN LepeBbsi: 3e/eHble UBbl. 3penuile —
nopasunTenbHOE MOC/e BbXKXEHHON CTEPUAbHON NyCTbIHW, 6ECKOHEYHOrO
ronoro cnaHua. Ige-to B rnybmHe 3Toi powy 0653aTenlbHO ecTb Poj-
HUK, MOXET ObITb, AaXe 1 He OAWH, U TaM HaBepHsKa NonpoxnagHee, HO
BCe Xe /lyylle 0CTaTbCA 3[eCb, Ha OTKPLITOM MecTe. Cuibl NapHULLKMY,
MOX0Xe, Y>Ke Ha UCXOZe, a Beflb BOBCE He UCK/THOHEHO, YTO B CYMPaKe PoLLx
FHEe34ATCA IETYUMNe MblLLW-BaMnnpbl. VIX KpUKK Mornv pasébyanTb Masb-
Lia, KaK 6bl OH KPEnKOo HY chaf, a ecav 3TO 1 BNpaBAy Bamnupsl, TO BNOA-
He MOT/10 TaK NOAYUYUTbCS, YTO OHWN 06a YXKe He MPOCHYTCA... BO BCAKOM
c/nyyae, B 3TOM MUpe.

—Toiigy ApoB Habepy, —CKa3zan Maibuuk.

CTpenok ynbibHyncs:

—HeT, He Hago Tebe HMKyaa Xo4uTb. JTydwwe cagp, Jxelik. Mocnan

Ubs 310 hpas3a? Kakoi-To XeHWwuHbI. Cio3aH? CTpesioK He MOMHWUA.
Bpems BopyeT namaThb, KakK 1t06un rooputb BaHHW. BoT npo BaHHW OH
MOMHMN.

ManbumK nocnyLwHo cen. Korga cTpenok BepHyncs, IXKeiK yxxe crnan
B TpaBe. bo/bLLION 60romMon coBepLUan CBOe BeYepHee OMOBEHUWe NPSMO
Ha YNpyroii Yyenke napHMWKK. CTpenoK paccMesnca —B nepBblil pa3 3a
60r 3HaeT CKOJIbKO BPEMEHW, —pa3er KOCTep 1 OTNpaBuCs 3a BOAON.

3apocnu 1B oKasasucb rylle, Yem MokKasanocb emy noHavany, v B
61eKHYBLUEM CBETE 3aX0ALLEro Co/HLa TaM 6b1/10 J0BO/IbHO-TaKN HEYHOT-
Ho. Ho OH Habpen Ha pyueid, 64MTENbHO OXPaHAEMbIA KBaKLWamMun v ns-
rywkamu. CTpenioK HanosHWA BOAOW 0AuH GYPAKOK... U BAPYT 3amep. 3BY-
KW HOYM BCKOJIbIXHY/IM B HEM KaK0oe-TO TPEBOXHOE CnafocTpacTme —4yB-

CTBEHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO He CMOrna pa3byautb faxe I1Iu, Ta XeH-
LUMHa, C KOTOPOi1 OH 6b11 B Tanine. Ho oT 3111 eMy 6b110 HY>XXHO



[pyroe: uTobbl OHa pacckasana emy BCe, YTO eMy Hafo 6bino 3HaTb. CTpe-
NOK OTHEC 3TO CTPaHHOE OLLYLLIEHVE Ha CUET PE3KOM, OLLENOMASIOLLEN CMe-
Hbl 06CTaHOBKM Mocne NycTbiHW. ocne BCcexX 3TUX 6eCCYETHbIX MUSb TO-
NOro cnaHLa MArKoCTb BEYEPHEro CyMpaka Kasanach NoUTW HeNpPUCTONHOM.

OH BepHYNCcA K KOCTPY W, MOKa 3aKunana Boja B KOTENIKe, OCBEXe-
Ba/1 Kponuka. BmecTe ¢ nocnefHei 6aHKON KOHCEPBUPOBaHHbIX OBOLLEN
13 KPONIMKa BbILLIO OTAMYHOE pary. CTpenok pa3byaun [xeiika, a no-
TOM [10/IrO CMOTPE/1, K&K NMapHULLIKa eCT: OTPELLEHHO Y COHHO, HO XagHo.

—3aBTpa Mbl HMKYfa He noiigem. Mobyaem 3aech, —CKasan CTPesokK.

—Ho uyenoBek, 3a KOTOPbIM Bbl FOHUTECH... 3TOT CBALLEHHNK. .

—OH He CBALLEHHWK. W He BONHYyiicsi. HMKya OH OT Hac He AeHeTcs

—OTKyfa Bbl 3HaeTe?

CTpenoK nnwwb nokavan ronoBoii. MpocTo OH 3Ha, YTO Tak ByaeT...
M HNYero B 3TOM 3HaHWMW XOPOLUEero He 6biso.

Mocne yXXnHa OH ONOMIOCHY/ XECTAHble 6aHKK, N3 KOTOPbIX OHU €N
(onATb Mopaxkascb TOMY, KaK OH HeOpeXHO pacxofyeT BoAy), a Korga
obepHynca, ek yxe cnan. CTPenok BHOBb OLYTW 3HAKOMbIE TONY-
Ku B rpyam, 6yaTo 4YTO-TO BHYTPU TO B3fbIMaeTcs, TO onajaet —3To
CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH 6e30THeTHO cBA3bIBaa ¢ KaTtbepToM OHU
6b11M poBeCHMKamK, HO KaTbepT Kasancsi HAMHOIO MOJIOXE.

Ero nanupoca ynana B TpaBy, U OH HOCKOM canora NoAToNKHYN ee B
KocTep. [OTOM OH eLLe 0/Ir0 CMOTPES Ha OrOHb, Ha YNCTOE XENTOE Mams,
COBCEM He MOXO0XKee Ha nnams oT ropsiiein 6ec-Tpasbl B Bo3ayxe pasnu-
nacb U3ymnTenbHas npoxnaga. CTpenok fer Ha 3eMto, CMUHOM K KOCTpy.

OTKyfa-To usganeka, u3 yuienbsa, TepatoLerocs B ropax, JOHOCK-
NINCb FAyxue packatbl rpoma. OH ycHyn W yBugen coH.

B

Cto3aH [lenbrafio, ero ntobumas, ymvpanay Hero Ha rnasax.

A OH cMOTpen. Eropykun gep>kanm —no ABa AOXKUX KPecTbsHUHA C
Ka>K[0 CTOPOHbI, —LUEK er0 CTUCHYN TAXKENbI 1 p>KaBblil YKeNe3Hbili
oLleiHnK. Ha caMom fene Bee ObIno He Tak —ero fa>ke He 6bI10 Tam, Ha
nnoLLaamn, Ho COH —3TO COH, Y HEero CBOS JIOrMKa W CBOW 3aKOHbI.

OH cmOTpen, Kak OHa ymupaeT. [jaXke CKBO3b rapb W AbIM OHpa3nu-
yas1 3anax ee ropsilyyx BOaoc, Crbillan KPUKK TOoNMbl: «opn orHem!»... n
BMAEN LBET CBOEro COOCTBEHHOro 6e3ymus. Cro3aH, npenecTHas AesyLu-
Kay OKHa, AouYb TabyHuiMKa. Kak oHa Myanacbk no Crycky, U WX TeHn —
NOLIAAN ¥ BCaAHWLbI —CA1BAAUCH B €4MHYI0 TeHb. OHa 6blia CNoBHO CKa-
304HOE CYLLECTBO M3 iereH/pl, Heoby3aaHHas 1 cBoboaHast. Kak oHu ¢ Heit
He>kann, fep>Kach 3a pyku, no KyKypysHoMy nonwo. A Tenepb
noaw, cobpasLuMecs y NOMOCTa, Knganu B Hee KyKypy3HbIMU inc- L, 5



THAMU, NANCTbS 3aropasincb MPSMO HaNeTY, eLLe NpeXKae, Yem najan B
nnams. «Mprocoan, »KaTBa», —KpUYaIn OHW, 3aKNATble Bparn ceeTa u
Nto6BY, a rae-To rafieHbKo XMXuKana sefibma. Pua, Tak ee 38ain, CTapyto
kapry. A Cro3aH YepHena, 06yrnmBasiCh B OTHe, ee Ko>Ka TpecKanach, W...

OHa YTO-TO MbiTanacb eMy NPOKPUYaTL?

—Manbunk, —Kpuyana oHa. —PonaHg, manbumk!

OH pBaHyncs, yBnekas 3a coboli cBOMX CTpadkeit. XKenesHolii oLueli-
HVIK Bpe3asicsl B LLeto, M PonaHg ycrbillan, Kak 13 ero ropiapeeTcs cKpe-
>KELLYLNIA, cAaBneHHbI Xpun. B Bo3gyxe CTOAN TOWHOTBOPHLIA cnag-
KOBaTblli 3anax NoAXKapeHHOro Msca.

Maslb4MK CMOTPEN Ha HEro M3 OKHa BbICOKO Haf KOCTPOM, M3 TOro
>Ke OKHa, rfe Korfa-To cugena CrozaH —Ta, KoTopas Hayyuna ero bbb
MY>KUVHOW, —Cuaena n Haneeana CTapuHHbIe NecHW: «3i, [>Kya»,«Bonb-
HYI0 BO/IIO 6O/BLLLIOIA JOPOrm» U «becneyHyto No60Bb». Manbumk cTos Yy
OKHa, KaK runcoBasi cTaTys CBATOro B cobope. Ero rnasa 6b111 CNOBHO 13
Mpamopa. J106 [>KeiKka npoH3an ocTpbIiA LM,

CTpenoK oLy Tu, Kak 13 caMmbiX Fy6uH HYy T papBe T CS CAAB/EHHBINR,
Pe>KYLLMIA rOpI0 BOM/Ib, 03HAYAKOLLMIA HaYano 6esymus.

—H-H-H-H-H-H-H-H...

PonaHg BCKPMKHYN U MPOCHYJICA OT TOFO, YTO ero 060XKrao naams
KocTpa. OH cen pbIBKOM, BCE eLe OLlyLas MPUCyTCTBUE CTPaLLHOro CHa
npo Memxuc rge-to pagom. CoH AyLWnA ero, Kak Xese3Hbli OLEeNHUK,
KOTOpbI CXXUMan ero et Bo cHe. Korga oH pBaHyncst K Cro3aH, 3[ecb,
HasiBY, OH HeYasiHHO nonas pyKo B racHyLue yram Koctpa. OH nogHec
PYKY K inuy, 6yKBanbHO (hU3NYeCKn OLLyLlas, Kak COH yneTaeT npoub,
0CTaB/IAS TO/IbKO 3aCThIBLUNIA 06pa3 MasibuunKa, Ixelika, 6e/10ro Kak Mmes.
CBATOro gns [EMOHOB.

—H-H-H-H-H-H-H...

OH Brnsigencs B TaMHCTBEHHbI CyMpaK MBOBOW poLLM, fepXa pe-
BO/IbBEpbI HaroToBe. B nocnegHnx oT6/eckax KocTpa ero rnasa 6biim
NOXO0XW Ha fiBe asible ambpasypbl.

—H-H-H-H-H-H-H...

LoKeiik.

CTpenokK BCKOYMW/ Ha HOrv 1 no6exkan. JlyHa y>Xe NoAHs/1acb B HOY-
HOM Hebe ropbKuUM 61eKAbIM AUCKOM, U cnef [xeiika 6bl1 SBCTBEHHO
BugeH B poce. CTpenoK HbIpHYN Nof MNepBble MBbl, Nepebpancsa 4vepes
py4ein, NogHAB 6pbI3rn, 1 BCKapabkascs Ha Apyroin 6eper, CKOMb3s Mo

MOKpOW TpaBe (faxke ceiivac ero Tesi0 HacNaXjasocb 3TUM OLLLY-
116  weHnem). BeTBU 1B, TOUHO PO3rK, XJ1lecTann ero no nuuy. Jepe-



Bbsl 31€Cb POC/IN TYLe W He MPONyCKanu NyHHoro ceeta. CTBOMbI NOA-
HUMa/INCb KPEHALUMUCS TeHAMU. Tpasa, Tenepb BbICOTON 0O KOJEH,
6una cTpenka no Horam. TpaBa nackana ero, Kak 6bl npuraawas npu-
neyb, OTAOXHYTb, HACNAANTHLCA NPOXIafoi. HacnaguTbes Xu3Hbio. Mo-
NYCTHUBLUME MEPTBbIE BETBU TAHY/IMCb K HEMY, MbITAsiCb CXBATUTb 3a
rofieHn, 3a cojones*. CTPeNoOK Ha MIHOBEHMWe 3aMep, BCKUHY/ F00BY U1
npuiHioxancs. EMy moMorno gyHoBeHue BeTepka. ManbumK, KOHEYHO Xe,
He 6naroyxan. Kak, Bnpo4em, 1 cam CTpefiok. Ho3apw cTpeska paclum-
pUAnCh, Kak y 06e3bsHbl. OH pasnnyun cnabblii Tepnkuii 3anax —be3o-
wmnbouHbIN 3anax nota. OH pBaHy/Ccs BNepes, CKBO3b OYpPESioM, eXXeBu-
Ky 1 3aBa/bl YMaBLUNX BETOK —O6EroM rno TOHHE 0 M3 HaBUCAKOLL X BET-
Beli MB 1 cymaxa. Bnepes. 3ageBas nneyamu ApeBecHbI MOX, LiensB-
LINIACS 3a 04eXAY NOHYPbIMU, MEPTBEHHO CEPbIMU LLyNanbLamu.

OH npogpancs CKBO3b NMOCNeHION 6apprKagy 13 CnieTeHHbIX NBO-
BbIX BETBeV 1 BbIOpanca Ha NoNsHY, OTKPbITYHO 3Be3fam. Camblii BbicO-
KW MWK ropHoi rpsagbl 6enen, TOYHO Yepen, Ha HeMMOBEPHOI BbICOTE.

Ha nonsHe 6bin KPYr 13 YepHbIX CTOAYNX KaMHed. B nyHHOM cBeTe
OH MOXOAMN Ha KaKyt0-TO NMpUYyAInBYI0, PaHTaCTUYECKYH NOBYLLKY A1S
OVKWX 3Bepeit. B LLeHTpe Kpyra pacnonarancs KaMeHHbIA antapb... XepT-
BEHHWK —OYeHb CTapblil, NOAHVMAIOLMIACA U3 3eMTM HA MOTYYeM ne-
Ye GasanbTa.

ManburK CTOAN Nepej YepHbIM anTapem, ApoXa U pacKaumBasich
B3aj-Bnepes. Ero pyku gepranuchk, CIOBHO Yepes HUX MPONyCTUN 3M1eK-
TPUYECKMN TOK. CTPENOK pe3Ko BbIKPUKHYN ero ums, n >keik oTBeTvN
eMy Hepa3bopUMBbLIM BO3r/1acoOM OTpULLaHus. JINLo Manbymnka, NoxXoxee
Ha 6nefHoe cMa3aHHOe MATHO W MOYTU NOMHOCTHIO 3ar0pPOXKEHHOe ero
NeBbIM NEYOM, BblpaXano 0AHOBPEMEHHO 1 CTpax, u BocTopr. Y 66110
B HEM UTO-TO elLLe.

CTpenok BCTyNuUA B KPYT KamHei, n [pkeiik 3akpuyasn, oTWaTHYB-
LUNCb U BCKUHYB pYKW. Tenepb CTPesKy 6b110 BUAHO €ro L0, 1 OH pas-
rns4en Ha HeM YXac, 1 CTpax, M MyumTenbHOe HacnaxaeHue.

CTpenok owyTuna, Kak K HeMy MPUKOCHYCA JyX —[AyX opaky/na.
CykKy6. Ero upecna HanonHWANCh XXapOM —HEXHbIM U MATKWM, U BCe-
TaKW TAFOCTHbIM. [0/10Ba Y HEro 3aKpy>maach, A3blK Kak 6yAT0 pacnyx
BO PTY ¥ cTan 60/1€3HEHHO YyBCTBUTE/bHbIM JaXe K C/IHOHE.

CTpenok He 3Han, YTO ero NoATOMKHY/O0, HO, MOBUHYACH MOPLIBY,
OH ObICTPO BbITALLMA M3 KapMaHa MOYCrHUBLUYH YentoCTb, KOTOPYHO
Hocwn ¢ coboli ¢ TOro fHA, KaK Hallen ee B 1oroee oBopsiero JemoHa
Ha JOPOXHOW cTaHUuuKU. OH He NOHMMan, YTO AenaeT, HO 3TO ero He nyra-
N0 —OH MPUBbIK NOBUHOBATHCA CBOMM MHCTUHKTaM. VI OHW HUKOTAa ero
He noasoaunu. CTpenoK BbICTaBWA YentocTb Nepes coboi, sTy UCTNeB-
LLIYIO KOCTb, 3aCThIBLUYIO B JOMCTOPUYECKOM OCKane. YKasaTe/bHblii na-
new, ¥ MU3VHeL, CBOGOAHOM PYKM caMun COXWUANCL POXKKAMU B iPEBHEM
3Hake obepera OT LypHOro rnasa.

* Cojones —siiLa, MOLLOHKa (1cn.). —Ipumey. nep. 117



BonHa 4yBCTBEHHOCTW OTX/IbIHYNA, CNOBHO KTO-TO Pe3ko copsa
TsHKenblii nonor.

L>KeliK cCHOBa BCKPUKHYI.

CTpenok nofoLuen K HemMy, BbICTaBMB YeHOCTb Nepes HeBUAALLMMU
rnasamu mManbyuLLKm.

—CwmoTpu ctoga, [KeliK... CMOTpW.

BnaxHblil Bcxnun 60au. [pKeilk nonbiTancs 0TBECTM B3rSA4 U He
cMor. Ha MrHOBeHMe CTpenKy NokKas3anocb, YTO MapHULLKY ceiivac pa-
30pBeT Ha 4acTW —HO He Te/loM, a pa3yMoM. Ero rnasa 3akaTuamchb, oc-
Tanncb BUAHBI NN 6enkn. A notom [xelik ynan. Ero obmMmskLuee Teno
NNaBHO OCENO Ha 3eMJI0, 0fjHa PyKa NOYTM KOCHYNacb KAMEHHOr0 anTa-
ps. CTpenoK onycTuacsa Ha OAHO KONEHO W B3sn [Jpkeika Ha pykn. Manb-
YMK 6blN Ha YAMBAEHWE NIEFKUM; 32 BPEMS UX JOATOro NyTW No NyCTbiHE
OH BbICOX, KaK N1CT B HOA6pe.

PonaHg 6yKBanbHO (YU3MUECKM OLYTWUA, KaK AyX, 06uTalowmuin B
KaMeHHOM Kpyre, 3aMeTa/icsl B peBHUBOM FHeBe —Y Hero oTobpanu fo-
6bluy. Kak TOMbKO CTPeNoK Bbilen M3 Kpyra, 3To 6yincTBo 6ecnnofHoi
peBHOCTU pa3om ucyesno. OH oTHec [eika 06paTHO B narepb. K Tomy
BPEMEHU CYLOPOXHOEe 6eCcnamMmAaTCTBO Manb4yiKa CMEHUIOCh KPEenKuMm
CHOM.

CTpenok Ha MFHOBEHWE 3aMep Hag cepbIMW OCTaHKaMy BbIrOpeBLLe-
ro KocTpa. JTyHHbI CBET, OMbIBatOL Ml N1L0 [Kelika, CHOBa HAaMOMHWA
€My 0 CBATOM M3 LIepKBU, O HEBELOMOW runcoBoii unctote. OH 06HAN
NapHULLKY MOKpenye n HefOBKO YMOKHYN €ro B LieKy, BAPYr OCO3Has,
4TO /106UT ero. XoTs, MOXET 6bITb, AaXe He Tak. MOXeT 6bITb, OH NOJt0-
61N 3TOro ManbumnKa c nepsoro B3rnsaga (kak n CroszaH [enbrago) v Tofb-
KO Tenepb paspeLunn cebe B 3TOM NPU3HATHCS.

W TyT eMmy nokasanocb, YTO OH MOYTU ABCTBEHHO CAbLILUWUT CMEX Ye-
noseka B YepHOM. OTKyfa-To CBepXyY, U3faneka.

If

[Ibxeik 3Ban ero. OT 3TOro CTPEoK M NPOCHyNcs. Buepa HOUbIO OH
KPenKo-HaKpenkKo NpuBA3an napHULLKY K OAHOMY M3 BAMmKanwmnx Kyc-
TOB, ¥ ManbyuK, HaBepHoe, ucnyrancs. 1 K TOMy e HaBepHsKa XoTen
ecTb. Cyas no conHuy, 66110 YXXe NoYTn AeBATb TPMALATD.

—3auem Bbl MeHS NpuBA3ann? —cnpocun ek ¢ 06uaoi, korga
CTPENoK pa3Bs3a TYroi y3en Ha nonoHe. —$ e He cobupasncs oT Bac
yberartb!

—He cobupancs, a Bce-Taku y6exan. —CTpenok ynblibHyncs, Kor-

Ja y MapHULIKW BbITAHYNOCb AnLo. — MpuwnocL BCTaBaTb U
118 6exaTb 3a TO60I. Thl X0A4MN BO CHE.



—TIpaBga? —HenoBepunBo nepecnpocun [xkelik. —HWKoraa paHb-
LLIe TAKOIO He Je...

CTpEﬂOK KNBHY, BbiTall/l1 U3 KapMaHa 4e/1loCTb U NoAHeC ee KNnuy
Ll,)KeMKa. ToT OTNPAHYN, 3aKPbIBWNCb PyKamMu.

—BoT Bngnb?

Manbuuk, CMYTUBLIWNCb, KNBHY/.

—A 4TO CNYyUMIoCh?

—Ceilvac y Hac HeT BpeMeHW Ha pas3roBopbl. MHe HYXXHO BygeT yiTu.
MOoXeT 6bITb, Ha BECb A€Hb. TaK YTO CAYLUAA MeHS, Masblll. 3TO BaXHO.
Ecnu A He BepHyCb [0 3aKaTa...

Ha nuue [)keiika NnpoMenbKHY CTpax.

—BbI MeHs 6pocaeTe!

CTpesioK TO/IbKO NpUCTaNbHO NOCMOTPEST Ha Hero.

—HeT, —ckasan Jykeiik. —KaxeTcs1, HeT. Ecnn 6bl Bbl XOTe/IM MeH$
6pocuTh, Bbl Obl 4ABHO MeHs BGpocnnn.

—Hy BoT, BUAWLWb. Thl 1 CaM BCE MOHMMaeLb. A Terepb CAyLIai, u
cnywai BHUMatenbHo. Ceidvac 2 yiigy, a Tbl OCTaHeLWwbCa 34ecb. W Hu-
KyAa 0TCo4a He YX0aun. UTo 6bl HU CAYYNIOCh, He YXOAW C 3TOW NOASHbI.
A ecnv BAPYT Tbl MOYYBCTBYELb YTO-TO CTPAHHOE... YTO-HNOYAb NOAO-
3pUTESIbHOE... MPOCTO BO3bMM 3Ty KOCTb U He BbIMYCKai U3 pyK.

HeHaBucTb 1 0TBpaLLeHne Ha nnue [bxeika CMeLlwanuchb ¢ KakuM-To
HEMOHATHLIM CMYLLEHUEM.

—Her, a He cmory... He cmory.

—Cwmoxewwb. Mpugetcs cMoyb. VI 0cob6eHHO nocne nonygHa. 370
OYeHb BaXXHO. Ecnu npugeTtcs B3ATb KOCTb, Y Te6S MOrYT BO3SHUKHYTb
BCAKME HeNpUATHbIE OLLyLeHns. Hanpumep, ronosa 3a6oinT unu 6y-
[eT TOWHUTb. Ho 3T0 6bICTPO NpoiigeT. Thl NOHAN?

-fa.

—W TbI coenaelwb, Kak A ckasan?

—/la, HO 3a4eM BaM KyAa-TO UATU? —BCXAUMNHYN [JKeliK.

—TI1pocTo TaK HY>XXHO.

CTpenok BHOBb YNI0BW/ B rnasax [pkeiika CoBHO Obl 0T6/1ECK CTa-
NN —3aBOPaXKMBAIOLLNIA 1 3arafjouHbIil, KaK pacckas MasbyuKka npo He-
BEeJJOMbI ropog, rae foMa Tak BbICOKW, YTO UX BEPXYLLUKM B MTPAMOM CMbIC-
Ne cnoBa ckpebyT no Heby. Manbunk HanoMuHan emy faxe He Katbep-
Ta, a ANaHa, eLLle 04HOro ero 611M3Koro gpyra. B otanyme ot WyTHMKaA 1
3aaupbl Katbepta AnaH 6b11 TUXMM U CKPOMHbIM. W Ha Hero Bcerga Mox-
HO 6b1710 NONOXUTLCA. U OH HUYero He 6osancs.

—XopoLo, —cKaszan xeik.

CTpefioK 0CTOPOXXHO NOJIOXKMA YENKOCTb Ha 3eM/II0 PAAOM C OCTbIB-
LM KocTpuiem. OHa YXMblisnach B BbICOKON TpaBe, TOYHO KaKoe-HU-
6yab UCTNEBLUEE MCKOMAeMOe, KOTOPOe CHOBA YBU/EN0 AHEBHO CBET Noc-

ne [ONroil 1 6ecnpoCBeTHON HOYM AAMHONM B NATb ThICAY fET.
LKeiik cTapancs Ha Hee He CMOTPETb. JINLO ManbyuKa 6bino



6neaHbIM M HecyacTHbIM. CTPenoK faxe nofgyMasi, MOXeT ObiTb, YCbl-
MWTb NapeHbka W PaccrnpocuTb ero 060 BCEM, YTO C/YYMIOCH C HUM B
Kpyre KamHeld, HO MOTOM pacCyAwsl, YTO OH HEMHOIOro 3TUM J06beTCS.

OH 1 TaK Yy)e 3HaJl, YTO AyX U3 Kpyra KaMHei, BHE BCAKNX COMHEHWIA,

[EMOH 1, BNOJTHE BEPOSTHO, OpaKyA. [IeMOH, NnLeHHbI (opMbl 1 Tena,

6ecnnoTHas cekcyanbHas aypa, HafeneHHas 4apoM iICHOBUAEeHWS. Emy
BAPYT NOLYManoch He 6e3 A3BUHKM, YK He AyLia v 3To CunbBum MutT-

CTOH, TO HEOOBATHOM TONCTYXM, Ybe MENOYHOe TOPrallecTBO pesuru-
O3HbIMW OTKPOBEHUSAMU M NPUBENO K CTONb TParMyHol passsiske B Tan-
JIe... HO HeT. 310 He CunbBus. KamHM Kpyra Abllany LpeBHOCTb —
OHW OrpaXkgann obuTanuLLe AemMoHa, 0603HaUYeHHOe 3340/1r0 A0 Havaa
ncTopum atoro mupa. CyLLecTBo B Kpyre —/peBHee... U KoBapHoe. Ho

CTPeNoK 3Ha1, KaK roOBOPUTb C OPaKy/oM, 1 6biN YBEPEH, YTO MaSibunKy
HEe NPWAETCA BOCMOb30BaTLCA KOCTSHLIM MO0, 06eperom. "onoc u pa-
3yM npopouunLpbl 6yAyT 3aHATbI UM, CTPESIKOM. Bosee Yem. A eMy HY>XXHO

BbIBejaTb KOE-YTO, HECMOTPS Ha BECb PUCK... & PUCK BblN, 1 HEManbIi.

BCe-Taku pagu [xeiika, pagm cebs camoro eMy Hy>KHO ObI/10 A00bITb 3TU

cBeAeHus. Bo uTo 6bl TO HW CcTaso.

CTpenoK OTKpPbL CBOM KMUCET W, MOPbIBLUMCH B Tabake, fOCTa/ KPOLLeY-
HbIiA NPeaMET, 3aBEPHYThI B 00PbIBOK 6e/10i 6ymarn. OH nokatan ero B
nasnbLax, KOTOPbIX Y>Ke OYeHb CKOPO He BYEeT, U pacCesiHHO B3rNSHYN Ha
He60. MoTom pasBepHyn BYMaXKKy U M3BMEK COAEPKMMOE —Ma/lEHbKYHO
6enyto TabneTKy ¢ MO0GTEPLUMMIACA 3a FOAbl CTPAHCTBUIA KpPasiMu.

JDKeiK ¢ No6onbITCTBOM B3r/ISIHY Ha Hee.

—310 4TO0?

CTpenok n3gan KOpoTKMI CMELLIOK.

—KopT YacTo pacckasbiBan Ham fiereHay o ToM, Kak ApeBHUe 60ru
peLInay noccaTb Hag NyCTbIHEA — TaK NONYYNIICS MECKA/IVH.

ek 03aga4yeHHO HaXMypuUcs.

—3T0 TaKoe CHa06be, —NOACHUA CTPeNnoK. —HO He 13 Tex, KoTo-
pble YCbINAAT. A Takoe, KOTOPOe, Ha06opoT, B3baapvBaeT. HeHagonro.

—Kak JIC[], —cka3an Maibunk, 1 ero B3rnsf CHoBa CTa 03aja-
YEHHbIM.

—AYTO0 3T0? —CMNPOCU CTPESIOK.

—91 He 3Hato, —oTBeTUN [pKeiK. —I1pocTo C10BO BCM/bINO. JTO,
HaBepHOe, OTTYfa... Hy, Bbl MOHUMaeTe. OTTyaa, YTO ObINO paHbLLe.

CTpenoK KMBHyN, HO BCe-Taku OH COMHeBancs. OH HUKOT Aa He Clibl-
XaU1, UTOObI MecKa/iH HasblBany JIC,. 3TOro He 6bI10 faXe B APeBHUX
KHuUrax MapteHa.

—A 3T0 BaM He MOBPeauT? —cnpocun [hkeiik.

—/J10 cnx nop He BpeLuio, —YyKNOHYMBO OTO3BAICA CTPESOK U No-
HAN caM, YTO ero OTBET MPO3BYyYan He 0CO6EHHO y6eanTeNbHO.

—NMHe 3T0 He HpaBuTCH.
120 —He 6epw B ronosy.



CTpenok ONYCTU/ICS Ha KOPTOYKM, OTXNe6HYN BOAbI U3 Byp/toKa u
npornotun TabneTky. Kak Bcerga, peakuus HacTynmuaa MrHOBEHHO: poT,
Kasanocb, NepenosHUACA CtoHol. CTPpenoK ycencs nepes noTyxwum
KOCTpOM.

—A Korja 3Ta TabnieTka noAencTeyeT? —cnpocun [pkeiik.

—He cpasy. MNomonuun noka, nagHo?

W [xelik 3amonyan. OH cugen TMxo, 1 TOIbKO B ero HarnpsiXXEHHOM
B3rnsge YATaN0Cb HEMPUKPLITOE NOA03PEHME, MOKa OH Habmogan, Kak
CTpenok COBEPLLAET CBOW HECMELLHbIA pUTyan: YACTUT PEBO/bBEPDI.

CTpenok ybpan peBosnbBepbl B KOBYpbI.

—CHumun pyb6aluKy, [pKeik, n fali ee MHe.

[KelK ¢ ABHO HEOXOTOW —MOXET 6bITb, OH CTECHA/CS CBOUX Bbl-
nupatoLLmx pebep —CTSHYN Yepe3 rooBY BbIIMHSBLUYH py6allKy u
npoTaHyn ee PonaHay.

CTpenok focTan Urofiky, KOTopyto Bcerga Hocun npu cebe B 60ko-
BOM LUBE [DKWHCOB, MOTOM HUTKM —MU3 MYCTOW AYENKN B NaTPOHTALLe —
W NPUHANCA 3aWMBaTh A/IMHHYIO NPOPEXY Ha pykase pyballkun. oTom
OH BepHyn py6axy [pKeliky 1 TyT e No4YyBCTBOB&/1, YTO MECKASIMH Ha-
YMHaeT [eiCTBOBaTb: XKeNyAoK CTAHYMO0, a BCe Ten0 Kak OyATo CcBefo
CYLOpOroii.

—MHe nopa, —ckKasan OH, NOAHUMAACH Ha HOTW.

Ma/lbUmnK TOXe NPUNOLHACS; NO ero LY NpoLuia TeHb 6eCroKoii-
CTBa, & MOTOM OH cen 06paTtHo.

—BbI Tam NoocTopoXXHee, —ckasasn oH. —IloxanyiicTa.

—He 3ab6bIiBaii Npo YentoCTb.

Mpoxoas MUMO, CTPENOK NOMOXKMU PYKY Ha ronosy [pkeiiky n no-
Tpenas ero ro CBeT/bIM, LiBETA CO3PeBaloLLEeN KyKypy3bl Bonocam. Mc-
MyraBLUKCbL COBCTBEHHOIO NOPbIBA, CTPENOK KOPOTKO XOXOTHY/. [KeiK
CMOTpeN eMy BCref, C TPEBOXHOM Y/bI6KO —CMOTpes, Noka CTPENoK
He CKPbINCA U3 BULY B CMNETEHUN VIB.

CTpenok Hanpasuscs K Kpyry KaMmHei, 0CTaHOBMBLUIMCb BCErO NNLLb
pas, YTo6bl HANUTLCA NPOXNAAHON BOAbI M3 pyubs. CKIOHUBLLUCH K BOJE,
OH YBW/EN CBOE OTPaXeHWe B KPOLUEYHON 3aBOAM, 06pamIeHHON MXOM
M NNaByymMMy MCTaMmn KYBLUMHOK; Ha MUT CTPE/OK 3aMep, 3a4apoBaH-
HO rNiagq Ha cebs, kak Hapumcc. Ero co3HaHwve yxe Havano nepectpau-
BaTbCS, TEUEHWE MbIC/El 3aMefiINN0Ch, NPeoA0NeBas, Kasanoch, BO3pPOC-
LYK MHOTO3HaYHOCTb KaXXA0ro NOHATUSA, K&XKA0ro MMMy ibca BOCNpus-
TS, Bewwy Bapyr o6penv rny6uHy 1 BeCOMOCTb, MPeXx e COKpPbI-

Tble. CTpeniok nomegvn ele MrHoBeHue, NOToOM nofHsanca n - J21



Brnsgencs B cnieteHme ue. CKBO3b BETBU CTPYW/ICS CBET CO/HLA —30-
NOTUCTbIN 1 6YATO COTKaHHbIA 13 NblNMHOK. CTPENoK NocTosN napy ce-
KyHA, Habnogas 3a NAsACKON MbUIMHOK W KPOLUEYHbIX MOLLEK, a MOTOM
nowen gasbLue.

Mpexae 370 CHafobbe YaCTEHLKO Ero pasgpaxano: ero «aro», CAuL-
KOM CU/bHOE (8 MOXET, €LLe U CIULWKOM NPUMUTUBHOE), He MonyYyano
Y10BO/IbCTBUS OT TOrO, YTO €ro 3aTEHA/IN, OTOABUTANN Ha 3aHWIA MNaH,
Jenas MULLEHbIO A1 6onee YyTKMX, 60/1ee MPOHMKHOBEHHbIX 3MOLMI —
OHV LLEKOTa/IM ero, Kak KoLlayby ycbl, 1 ero 3to 6ecuno. Ho Ha 3ToT pas
emy 6bI10 CMOKOIHO. W 3TO 6bI10 XOPOLLIO.

OH BbILLEN HA NONSHY, BCTYNWA B KPYT 1 BCTaa Tam, NO3BO/IMB CBO-
MM MbICNSM Teub cBO6OAHO. [a, Tenepb OHO HafBWranoch bbicTpee, Ha-
cToliumBee 1 xecTye. TpaBa pesana rna3 CBOeii 3e/1eHbH; Kasanoch, CTo-
T TONbKO KOCHYTbLCS €€ PYKOW, 1 pyKa TOXe OKpacuTCs B 3eMeHblil. OH
e/le caepXKa LIanoBIMBOE UCKYLLIEHWE —OMNPO6OBaTb.

Ho npopuuatensHmua monyana. He 6b110 1 ceKcyanbHOro Bo36yx-
[eHus.

OH nogoLuen K anTapro 1 3acTbll HA MTHOBEHWE Nepes NIOCKMM KaM-
HeM. Mbicnn nyTanuck. 3y6bl BO PTY OLLYLIANUCL KakK YTO-TO NNLLHEE,
Yy)KEPOLHOE —C/OBHO KPOLLEYHbIE MOTU/bHbIE KAMHW B PO30BOWA BMaXK-
Hol4 3emne. Myp HamoNHUACS CBETOM, C/IULLIKOM PE3KMM 1 apkuM. CTpe-
NOK B306pasnca Ha anTapb W fier Ha cnuHy. Ero cosHaHue NpeBpaTuioCh
B Apemyure fe6pu, MbiCIM —B NPUYYAINBbIE PACTEHNS, KOTOPbIX OH B
XXM3HW He BUAEN 1 Aadke He MOA03peBas, UTo Takume 6biBatoT: rycToe cre-
TEHVe VB Ha beperax MecKa/MHOBOrO pyybs. Hebo cTano Bogoid, 1 oH
BocMapun Hag Heil. OT 0fHOI 3TOI MbIC/IM FO/I0BA Y HErO 3aKpYXXMach,
HO €ro 3T0 Y)Xe He TPEBOXM/IO.

Emy BAPYr BCMOMHWANCH CTPOYKM M3 OAHOr0 CTapPUHHOIO CTUXOT-
BOPEHWS, Ha 3TOT pa3 —He AETCKMe CTULLKK, HeT. Ero mama 6osinach
BCEX 3€/IMI 1 HEN36EXHOM NOTPEBHOCTM B HMX (KaK 6osinack OHa 1 Kop-
Ta, M ero 0683aHHOCTU GUTb ManbunLLEK). DTU CTUXM AOLIAN 10 HUX U3
OAHOTO M3 Y6eXuLy, M3HHW K CeBepy OT NyCTbIHWU, FAe /AN BCe eLle
XXMBYT B OKPY>KEHUW MEXAHK3MOB, KOTOPble B OCHOBHOM He paboTatoT...
a Te, YTO paboTaloT, MHOrAa NoXupatoT ntogeli. CTPOKM KPYXXWAUCh B
CO3HaHWKW, HaMnoMKHasi eMy —0e30 BCSKOW CBA3W, Kak 3T0 BCeraa u Gbl-
BaeT MpW MECKaSIMHOBOM Han/lbiIBe —O CHEXWMHKAaX BHYTPW CTEKNSAHHO-
ro Lapa, KOTOpbIA Obl Yy HEro B AETCTBE, TaKOWN TaMHCTBEHHbIA, MOMY-
CKa304HbIli LLap:

Typaa 3akasaH o4aM BXog,.
Tawm, 3a npefesiom YepHbIX BOA, —
CnybuHbl aga...

B fiepeBbsix, HABUCAKOLLMX HaZ afTapem, MPoCcTynaam nuua.
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KOH, U3BMBAIOLLMIACA 1 3eMeHbIi, BOT ApeBecHas HUM®da ¢ MaHALWMMN
pyKamu-BeTBSIMW. BOT XXnBOW Yepen, pacn/ibiBatOLLUNIACA B YXMbISIKE.
Nuua. /vua.

BHe3anHo TpaBa Ha MonsHe 3aTpeneTana, CKAOHUAACh.

A nay.

A nay.
CMyTHOe BOSTHEHWE B rNy6MHaX ero nnotu. «He camwwkKom v gane-

KO A 3aLUen?» —ycnen elle nogyMatb CTpeniok. OT AyLUMCTOI Tpasbl Ha
Cnycke, rge oHV nexxann co Cro3aH, —BOT A0 Takoro.

OHa npwxkanack K Hemy: Tef0, COTKaHHOE U3 BeTpa, rpyab —u3 crie-
TEHWS aPOMATOB YKAaCMUHA, XXMMOJIOCTU U PO3.

—TIpopoyecTByiA, —CKa3an oH. Bo pTy nosBucs NPOTUBHbLINA Me-
Tannmyeckuii NpuBkyc. —CKaXKu BCE, YTO MHe Hafo 3HaTb.

B3gox. Tuxuin Bcxnun. Ma0Th CTpefika Hampsarfiach, 3aTBephena.
Jlnua CKNOHANNCL K HEMY M3 JICTBbI, & 38 HUMU BULHENUCL Topbl —
CYPOBbIE N 63)Ka/1I0CTHbIE, C OCKA/IEHHbIMU 3y6aMun BePLUMH.

Teno, NpUnbHYBLLEE K HEMY, BAPYT 3aep3ano, NbiTascb ero no6o-
poTb. OH NOYYBCTBOB&/, KaK ero pyKu camun CXMMaroTcs B Kynaku. OHa
Hacnana emy BugeHue. Mpuwna K Hemy B 061mke CrosaH. 310 CrosaH
[Jenbrafio nexkana ceiiyac Ha HeM. Cro3aH, NpenecTHas 4eByLUIKa Y OKHa,
KOTOpas X/jana ero B 3a6pOLLIEHHONA XMKMHe TypToBLLMKa Ha Crycke —
X[ana, pacnycTvs BOMOCHI MO crivHe n nnedam. OH oTBepHyscs. Ho ee
JIML0 BHOBb 0Ka3asi0Cb Y HEro nepes, rnasamu.

P03bl, )KNUMONOCTb U >KACMUH, NPOLLIOrOAHEe CEHO... 3anax Ntobau.

obu mens.

—TIpepackasbiBail, —CcKasan oH. —W roBopw npasgy.

—o>kanyiicTa, —nnakana npopoumnua. —louemy Thl Takoii Xo-
NoAHbIN? 3AeCh BCeraa Tak XoNofHo...

PyKu cKonb3nnmn no Teny CTpesika, ApasHUN ero, pasKuranv OroHb.
Tauynu. MoaTankueain. YBnekann. ApomaTHasa vepHas Lienb. Bnax-
Had, Ternas...

Het. Cyxas. XonogHasa. MeptBas n 6ecnniogHas.

—C>kanbes, cTpenok. O noxkanylicTa. MNpowy Tebs. YMons oMu-
nocTu! Crkanbcs!

—A Tbl 6bl CXXanMnacb Haf Manb4MKom?

—Kakoii ele manbumk?! He 3Hat0 S HUKAKOro Maiibumka. Manbumkm
MHE He Hy>KHbl. Mo>kanyiicTa. {1 npoLuy.

YKacMuH, posbl, XKUMONocTb. [poLuiorogHee ceHo, rae elle TenmTces
LyxneTHero Knesepa. Macno, NponuToe 13 ApeBHnXypH. ByHT nnoTw.

—oToM, —cKa3an oH. —Ecnn To, YTO Tbl CKaXKelllb, KaK-TO MHe
MPUrogUTCA.

—Ceitvac. Mo>kanyiicTa. Ceitvac.

OH N03B0/IMA CBOEMY CO3HAHMIO PacKpbITbCA Nepes Hei, Ho
TOMbKO —CO3HaHWI0, pasymy, KOTOpbI/ eCTb MOMHAsA MPOTMBO-



MOSTIOXKHOCTb YyBCTBaM. T€/10, HaBMCAKOLLEE HAZ HWM, BHE3AMHO 3aCThl-
N0 ¥ CNOBHO Obl 3akpuyano. Ero Mo3r npesBpaTuics B KaHaT, Cepblil 1
BOMIOKHUCTBI —MW Kbl Kak 6yATo TSHYN 3TOT KaHaT Ha cebs. Ha
HECKO/bKO LONTNX MTHOBEHUIA MCYE3/W BCE 3BYKM, KPOME TUXOTO AblXa-
HUS CTPeNika 1 Nerkoro AyHOBEHUSA BETPa, OT KOTOPOro fnua B INCTBE
JpOXanu, CTPOWIN POXKKM, NOAMUTMBAIN eMy. [laxe NTuLbl YMOMK/N.

Ee xBaTka ocnabna. CHoBa pa3fanvcb pblaaHus 1 B34oxu. Hy>xHo
[eliCcTBOBaTh ObICTPO, MHAaYe OHa YAET, MO0 OCTaTbCA TeNepb O3HaYaeT
AN Hee 0cnabHyTb, ONATbL PacTBOPUTLCA B BecnoTHOCTU. M0-CBOEMY,
MOXET ObITb, yMepeTb. OH y)ke YyBCTBOB&/1, KAK OHa OTCTYMaeT, YCKO/Ib-
3aeT U3 Kpyra KaMHein. BeTep BbIBOAMW/T Ha TpaBe TpeneLlyLime, nepeko-
LLIEHHbIE Y30pbl.

—popouecTByii, —CKa3an OH U CypoBO Ao6aBun: — I rosopu
npasgy.

TsKenblii, ycTanblil B3RoX. OH Bbl y)Ke ceiAivac CyKanmaca Hag Heli u
BbIMO/IHM/T €€ NMPOCLOY —ec/n Obl He [KeilK. Ecnin 6bl BYEpa HOUbLIO CTpe-
nok ono3gan, [kelik 6bi1 661 MepTB. Vnn cowen 6bl ¢ yma.

—Torga cnw.

-Her.

—Torpga npebbiBaii B NonycHe.

To, 0 Yem OHa npocuna, —aTo BbINo onacHo. Ho, HaBepHoe, HEO6X0-
aumo. CTpenok NogHsAn rnasa K MuamM B INCTBe. Tam Lo NpeacTase-
HWe: Lenoe AeincTBo emy Ha 3abaBy. Mupbl BO3HWMKaIN W PYLUUAUCH Y
HEero Ha rnasax. Ha cnensiiem necke BbipacTasiv UMMNepunm —Tam, rae
BEYHbIE MEXaHM3MbI YCEPAHO TPYANANCH B NPUNagKe HEUCTOBOIO 3MeK-
TPOHHOrO CymacLuecTsus. ViMnepuu npuxoaunu B ynagok v normbanu.
BpaLLeHue Konec, 4To TpyAUAKCH 6ecLLyMHO 1 6ecnepe60oiiHO, MOTUXOHb-
Ky 3amefnsnocb. Koneca y>xe HauMHaIM CKPUMNETb U BUXKATb, & MOTOM
OCTaHaB/MBaNNCh HaBcerga. CTOYHbIE KaHaBbl KOHLEHTPUYECKNX YuL,
06LUMTBIX IMCTAMU HEPXKaBEIOLLIEN CTa/In, 3aHOCU/I0 NMECKOM Moj TEMHe-
IOLLMMK Hebecamm, MOJHLIMM 3Be3[, YTO CBEPKa/IM, KaK POCChINU X0N04-
HbIX KaMHen-caMoLBETOB. /1 CKBO3b BCE 3TO HECCA BETEP —YyMUPAIOLLWiA
BETEP MepeMeH, NPOMMTaHHbIN 3anaxom KOpuLbl, 3anaxom Mo3gHEro OK-
T6psA. CTpenok Habnpan, Kak MeHseTcs MUp, Kak MUp CABMIaeTcs ¢
MecTa.

B nonycHe.

—Tpu. BoT umcno TBoeit cyabobl.

—Tpn?

—/fla. Tpy —MuUCTUYeCKoe uncio. Tpoe CTOAT B CPeAoTOouMM TBOe-
ro novcka. [ipyroe uncno 6ygeT nosxke. A ceiivac nx Tpoe.

— KT0 311 Tpoe?

—«Mbl NPOBMANM NLLb Mafble YacTW, M TeM TYMaHWTCS 3epKano

npeacKasaHuin».
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—{epBbli Monoa}TemHoBONOC. Ceilvac CTOUT OH Ha rpaHu rpabe>ka
ny6uiicTsa. leMoH ero ocaxkgaeT. Mivsa gemoHy —EPOVIH.

—MYT0 332 AEMOH? A TAKOr0 He 3Hat0.

—«Mbl NMPOBUAUM NIULLb MaJsIble YaCTU, U TeM TYMaHWUTCA 3epKao
npeAckasaHuii». ECTb UHble MUPbI, CTPENOK, U UHble AEMOHbI. Bodbl cu
rny6okn. CMOTpPU BHUMATENbHO. He nponycTy Asepy. Mwm posbl 1 He-
HalifieHHble ABepu.

—KT0 BTOpOIA?

—BTopasa. OHa nepeasuraeTca Ha Konecax. bonblue A HUYEro He
BUDKY.

—A TpeTunin?

—CMepTb... HO He TBOS.

—UYenosek B yepHOM? ["fie OH?

—OHPAJOM. Y>Ke CKOpO Tbl 6yaeLlb C HUM rOBOPUTb.

—O yem byeM Mbl FOBOPUTL?

—OBaluHe.

—Manbunk? [xeiik?

—Pacckaxxu MHe npo Manbymka!

—Manb4nk —TBOM BpaTa K 4enoBeky B4epHOM. Uenosek B YepHOM —
TBOW BpaTa K Tem TpouMm. Tpoe —TBOI NyTb K TeMHOI batuHe.

—Kak? Kak 310 6yaeT? VI noyeMy MMeHHO Tak?

—«Mbl NPOBMANM IULLI MaJIble YaCcTU, U TEeM TYMaHUT CA 3epKasio. .. »

—TBapb, NpoknsaTas borom.

—HeT 60ra, KOTOpbI CNOCOGEH MEHS MPOKNACTb.

—OcCTaBb 3TOT CBOW CHUCXOAUTENbHbIN TOH. Tbl, TBAPb.

—Kak MHe Tebs Ha3blBaTh? 3Be3fHas LLntoxa? MoTtackyxa BeTpos?

—KT0-T0 >K1BeT Nt060BLI0, YTO UCXOAUT U3 SPEBHUX MECT ... JadKe
Tenepb, B3TU MpayHble, 3106HbIe BPeMeHa. A KTO0-TO, CTPENOK, >XKUBET
KPOBbIO. U1 gdKe, KaK A MOHUMAt0, KPOBbIO MafleHbKUX MasibYMKOB.

—Ero moxHo cnactun?

-fa.

-Kak?

—OTcTynuck, cTpenok. CeBopaumBaii CBOI narepb 1yxo4m 06paTHO
Ha cesepo-3anaf,. Tam, Ha CeBepo-3anaje, eLe Hy>KHbI I0AW, UCKYCHbIE B
cTpensbe.

—5A noknancs. MNMoknanca oTLOBCKUMW peBO/ibBEPaMU U NpefaTesib-
cTBOM MapTeHa.

—MapTeHa 6orbLe HeT. Yenosek B YepHOM NoXKpavl ero ayuy. U
Tbl 3TO 3HaeLLb.

—4# noknancs.

—3HauuT, Tbl NPOKIAT.

—Tenepb fenain co MHOIN YTO XoueLlb. Thbl, CyKa.



IMbINKOe HeTeprieHve.

TeHb Hakpbla ero, NOrnoTuAa. BHe3amnHbIn 3KCTas3, YHUUTOXEHHbI
TONbKO Han/bIBOM rasakTuKu 60K, Takow Xe SSPKOA 1 06eCCUNeHHON,
KaK [jpeBHWe 3Be3[bl, 6arpoBetoLLme B Konnance. Ha camom nvke contus
ero 06CcTynuan nnua —HenpoLUeHble, HesBaHble. CunbBnua MUTTCTOH.
anwc, xeHwwmHa n3 Tanna. CrosaH. W eLle 0KO0 AHXUHBI ApYTnX.

W HakoHeL, CnycTs Lie/lyto BEYHOCTb, OH OTTOSTKHY/1 €€, BHOBb 0OpeTs
ACHOCTb CO3HaHMS. ONyCTOLLEHHbIA 1 NPENCMONHEHHbIA OTBPALLEHMS.

—HeT!3T0ro mano! 3To0...

— OTBAXNUCH OT MeHs.

CTpenok pesko pBaHyscs, 4Tobbl CeCTb, W efiBa He ynas ¢ anTaps.
OCTOpOXXHO BCTan Ha Horu. OHa pobKo MPUMKOCHYMacb K HemMy (>Kac-
MUHY>XUMONIOCTbY CNIloCTh PO30BOr0 Macna), Ho OH rpybo ee OTTONK-
HY/, yNaB Ha KOJIEHW.

MoTOM OH NOAHSANCA W, LATasACh KaK MbsHbIA, HANPaBUACS K BHeLL-
Heli rpaHue Kpyra. MepecTynun HeBUAMMYHO YepTy U ByKBa/IbHO (u-
3MYECKMN OLLYTW, KaK TSXKKMIA rpy3 pa3om ceanmacs ¢ nned. CTpesok
COZPOrHY/CA W C LLYMOM, MOXOXUM Ha BCX/MN, BTAHYN B Ce0S BO3AYX.
Y Hero 6bI10 YyBCTBO, Kak 6yATO ero 0OCKBEPHWIN, —UHTEPECHO, OHO
Toro ctonnio? OH He 3Ha/. HO y»e 0YeHb CKOpo y3HaeT. OH yLen, He
ornsabIBasicb, HO OH YyBCTBOBAs Ha cebe ee MpUCTaNbHbI B3rnsg. OHa
CTOsNa Nepes KaMeHHOM PeLLETKON CBOE TEMHMLLbI M CMOTPena, Kak OH
yX04uT. M CKO/bKO Tenepb eid XaaTb, NoKa eLLe KTo-HMbyAb He MPeoso-
NeeT MyCTbIHIO W He HalAEeT ee, U3rof0AaBLUYHOCS U OAUHOKY0. CTpenok
BAPY MOYYBCTBOBa/ CE6S HUUTOXHBLIM Kap/MKOM —repes rpomMagol
BPEMEHM, MOTHOr0 HEUCUUC/TUMbIX BO3MOXHOCTEN.

1

—BbI uT0, 3260n€N1?

[bKelik mocneLHo BCKOYWA, KOrAa CTPENoK, efie BO/ioYa Horu, Npo-
Jpanca cKBo3b NocnefHWe 3apocny 1 Bbilen K farepto. Bce 3To Bpems
[bKelik npocugen, cropbusLIMCh, Nepes NOTYXLUMM KOCTPOM, AepXa Ha
KOJNEHSAX UCTNEBLLYIO YeNtOCTb, U C HECHACTHBLIM BUAOM 06rafbiBan Ko-
CTOYKM KPOnuKa. Tenepb, yBUAEB CTPesKa, OH 6pOCKICS eMy HaBCTpeYy
C TakUM CTPajanbyeCcKUM BbIP&XKEHWUEM ML, YTO CTPESIOK Cpasy Xe 1 B
MO/IHOM Mepe OLLYTW/ TAXXKOe, Mep3Koe 6pemMs NpeaaTenbCTBa, KOTOPoe
emMy NpesCcToAN0 COBEPLUNTD.

—HerT. He 3abonen. Mpocto ycTan. Becb BbiMOTancs. —CTpesiok

yKasas Ha YeNlocTb B pyKax y [hkeiika. —A ee y)ke MOXHO Bbl-
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JDKelK TyT )Ke OTLBbIPHY/ KOCTb U BbITEp PyKu 0 pybaluky. Ero
BepXHAs ryba 6e30T4eTHO NPUMNOLHANACH B XXYTKOBATOM OCKaJle, HO cam
OH 3TOr0 He 3ameTu.

CTpenok cen —BepHee, YyTb N He PYXHYN —Ha 3emto. CycTassbl
nommno ot 6onn. Mosru Kak 6yaTto pacnyxnn. Mep3onakoCcTHOe OLy-
LLIEHe —MECKA/IMHOBBIN «OTXOAHAK». MexX/y HOr yrHesamnach Tynas,
nynbcupytoLas 601b. OH CBEPHYN cebe CaMOKPYTKY —TLLATe/IbHO, He-
TOpON/nBO, 6e3aymMHO. [Keiik Habnodan 3a HAM. CTpenoK YyTb Obino
He MOJAaNICA UCKYLLEHMIO pacckasaTb NapeHbKy 060 BCEM, YTO Y3Ha OT
opaky/na, a noToM NoroBOPUTL C HUM AaH-AvH. Ho BbICTPO OMOMHUAICA U
C Y>KacoMm 0TKaszacs 0T 3T0i Mbican. OH Aaxe 3afafics BONPOCOM, a He
YTPaTuA NI OH CEerofiHA Kakyto-TO YacTb Cebs —uyacTb CO3HAHWA WU
gywm. OTKpbITb [)KeliKy CBOW pasyM v cepaue 1 MoCTynuTb Mo peLue-
HWIO pebeHKa? Kakas 6e3yMHasi MbIC/lb.

—IlepeHouyem 34ecb, —CKasan OH YyTb Noroga. —A 3aBTpa nogem.
£ Mono3xe CxoXy, Nonpobyto YTO-HUOYAb NOACTPEIUTb HaM Ha YXKUH.
Ham Hago HabpaTbest cun. A ceitvac § HEMHOIO MOCnk. XopoLUo?

—Hy KoHeuHo. Bbl Bbipy6aiiTech, i TYT MOCTOPOXY.

—&51 He MOHAN, YTO Thl CKa3a.

—Cnute, ecnn xoTtute.

—Ara. —CTpenoK KUBHY/ W ynercs Ha Tpasy. Bbl BbipybaiiTech,
MOBTOPW OH MPO cebsi. BbipybaliTecb —3TO KaK yMupaiiTe.

Korpa oH NpoCHYNCs, TeHW Ha MONSHE CTaIN 3aMETHO A/IMHHEE.

—Tbl faBail pasoxru koctep. —CTpenok NpoTaHyn [pKeliky Kpe-
MeHb U Kpecano. —3Haellb, KakK nosb30BaTbca?

—[la. Mo-moemy, 3Hato.

CTpenoK oTnpaBuscs K MBOBOI POLLE, HO 3aMep Ha MoANyTK, YC/bl-
LLaB, YTO FOBOPUT MaNbUMK. 3aCTblsl, KAK FPOMOM MOPaXKEHHbIN.

—MWckpa, uckpa B TeMHOTE, rAe MOV cup, NOACKaXKeLLb MHe? —b6op-
MOTaN Ma/lbyvK, yaapas KpeMHeM O Kpecaso. YMK-uMK-YMK — CNOBHO
YMpUKaHbe 3aBOAHON MexaHW4ecKol NTuusl. —YcToto A? MNponagy #?
MycTb KOCTEP ropuT BO Mr/Ie.

HaBepHoe, OT MeHs yC/bilwan, nogyman CTPenoK 1 BOBCE He yau-
BU/ICA TOMY, YTO €ro PyKn NOKPbIINCL FYCUHON Koxeid. Kasanocs, ewe
HEMHOr0 —¥1 OH 33fJPOXKUT, Kak MPOMOKLUWIA nec. Hy fa, oT MeHs. Hasep-
HOe, A, KOrAa pakuran KocTep, NPOroBopusI 3To CyX, U CaM AaxXe He
nomHio. 1 MHe npugetcs ero npefatsb?! Mpegarts 3Toro 4obporo yesno-
BeYka B 3TOM HeJ06poM Mupe? W ecTb M UTO-TO, YTO OMpaBAaeT Takoe
npeaarenscTeo?

3T0 NPOCTO C0BA.

[Ja, Ho xopowume. [pesHue. [obpble.

—PonaHg? —OKNMKHYN ero Masib4nK. —Y Bac BCe B MOpsAAKe?

—la, —CKa3an oH, MOXET BblITb, KaK-TO Y>K C/IMLLKOM Pe3KO.

[lo Hero y)xe gonetan 3anax gbiva. —Tbl AaBail pa3sogu koctep. | °



—Ara, —npocTOo OTBETU/ MaNbuuK, U PonaHg NoHsAN, gaxe He or-
NAABIBASACH HAa NAPHULLKY, YTO TOT Ynblbancs.

CTpenok He cTan yrny6naToCa B 3apOC/n, a NOBEPHY/ HaseBo, Oru-
6as MBOBYIO pOLLY MO Kpat. Jo6paslinch 40 OTKPLITOrO Mecta —He-
60NbLIOr0 NPUropKa, rycto 3apocLUero TpaBol, —OH OTCTYMUA B TeHb
[lepeBbEB U 3amep. M3ganeka SBCTBEHHO AOHOCUIIOCH MOTPECKMBaHME
KocTpa. CTpenok ynbl6Hyncs.

OH cTosN HEMOABWXKHO AecaTb MUHYT. MNaTHaguate. Aeaguats. Ha
MPUIOPOK BLICKOUMAM TPX Kponuka. CTPenoK Joctan peBosibeep, Noj-
CTPENUA UX 1 TYT XK Ha MEeCTE OCBEXXEBA/ M BbINOTPOLUW/. B narepb oH
BEPHY/ICA C FOTOBbIMU TyLUKaMU. [DKelK yKe KUNATUN BOAY B KOTENKe
Haf, KOCTPOM.

CTpenoK KUBHY/ MajibyuKy.

—Tbl, CMOTPIO, NOTPYAUIICA HA C/aBY.

Lbxeik 3apgencs oT ropgocTvi U MoYa BEPHY CTPENKY OrHMBO.

Moka MACO TYLUMNOCh, CTPESIOK BEPHY/CS B UBOBYHO POLLLY —TaCHY-
LUMIA CBET 3aXOASLLEN0 COMHLA eLLle He MOMePK OKOHYaTeNbHO. OCTaHo-
BMBLUMCb Y NEPBOW XKe 3aBOAW, OH Hapy6bu/1 N103bl, HABUCAIOLLEN Hag 3aLl-
BETLLEN, MOKPbITOA PACKOI KPOMKOIA BoAbl. M03aHee, Korga oT KocTpa
OCTaHyTCA NNLLb TNEKWWME Yronbku n IKerK yCHET, OH CNETET U3 Hee
BEPEBKU, KOTOPbIE MOTYT NMOTOM NpUroagnTscs. OH, BNPOYeEM, He gymall,
YTO NPeACTOALLMIA NOABEM BYAET TaKUM YK TPYAHbIM. OH YyBCTBOBAJI,
KaK ero HampaB/seT Ka, 1 3TO Y>Ke He Ka3asioCb CTPaHHbIM.

Korpaa oH BO3BpaLlancs B narepb, rae xgan ero [kelik, cpesaHHas
N03a Y Hero B pyKax UCTeKasa, Kak KpoBblO, 3e/1eHbIM COKOM.

OHM MOAHANUCL BMECTE C COMHLEM 1 cobpanuck 3a nonyaca. CTpe-
NIOK Hafeanca NoACTPeNnTb ellie OAHOro KPosvKa Ha nyry, Ho BPeMeHM
Obl710 Mao, a KPOMIMKM YTO-TO He TOPOMUANCH MOKA3bIBATLCA. Y3eN C
OCTaBLLelicA Y HUX NPOBM3MEN CTaa Tenepb TakuM NEerkum WU MasieHb-
KuM, 4TO faxke [xkeik mor HecTu ero 6e3 Tpyga. OH 3aKanuics v okpen,
3TOT Ma/ibumK; 3aMETHO OKpen.

CTpenok Hec OYpAtOKM C BOJO —CBexX el BOAOWA, HabpaHHON U3
pyu4bs B poule. Tpu BEePeBKM, CM/IETEHHbIE M3 N103bl, OH 06BA3an BOKPYT
nosica. Im mpuwinock aaTb XOPOLUMIA KPHOK, YTOObI 060MATW KPYT KaMHel
CTOPOHOI (CTPenoK onacancs, 4To NapeHbka CHOBa OXBATMT CTpax, HO
KOTJa OHW NPOXOAWN Hag 06MTanuLLEM opaKyna no KaMeHUCTOMY CKJ10-
Hy, [DKeK NuLb MAMOXOLOM B3rSHY BHU3 U TYT Xe NPUHANICA pac-
cMaTpuBaTth NTULY, NapsLLyto B BbILLKMHE). Bekope fepeBbsd Havanu no-
TUXOHbKY pefieTb U MefibyaTb. ICKPUBIEHHbIE CTBOMBLI NPUrnbanunch K
3em/1e, a KOpHU, Ka3anocb, HaCMepTb GOPOUCHL C MOYBON B MyUMTESb-
HbIX MOWCKax Bnaru.

—3[ecb BCe TaKoe CTapoe, —XMypO CKasan [KeliK, Koraa oHuM oc-

TaHOBW/IUCL MEPeAOXHYTb. —HeyXenn 3aeck, B 3TOM MUpE, HeT
128  Huyero monogoro?



CTpenoK ynbl6Hynca 1 NOATONKHYN [HKenKa NOKTeM.

—Thbl, HaNpumep.

LXKelK ynbl6HYNCS, HO KaK-To 6/1efHO.

—TpyAHbIA 6yaeT nogbem?

CTpenok Nornsgen Ha Hero ¢ N60MNbITCTBOM.

— 370 BbICOKMe ropbl. Kak Tbl gyMaellb, TPYAHbIV 6yLeT nogbem?
[>KeK 03afavyeHHO NOrNajen Ha cTpenka.

—Her.

OHM ABUHYNUCHL Aanblue.

CorHue NOAHANOCH [0 BbICLLEN TOUYKM, Ha CEKYHY 3aBUCNO B Hebe 1,
He 3a[lePXKaBLUMCb HU Ha efiUHbIA MUT, KaK 3TO 6bIN0 B NyCTbIHE, NepeBa-
N0 Yepe3 3eHMT, BO3BPaLLas MyTellecTBEHHMKAM UX TeHU. KameHuc-
Thle BbICTYMbl CKaJl TOPHaNW U3 yXoasLleli BBepX TBEPAM, Kak NOLN0KOT-
HWUKW BPbITbIX B 3eMJTHO TUFAHTCKMX Kpecen. TpaBa OnsTb NOXeTena u
NoXyx/a. B KOHLEe KOHLLOB OHY OKa3a/inch nepeq riy60oKoi paclleimHol
C OTBECHBIMM CKIOHaMK, NperpaxaasLueid gopory. Vim npuwwnock 06xo-
OMTb ee No BepXy, N0 KOPOTKOMY /IbICOMY KPsDKY. [ipeBHWIA rpaHnT Bbin
13pe3aH MOPLUMHUCTBIMU CKaaKaMu, MOXOXXMMU Ha CTYNEHW IECTHULLbI.
Kak oHu 06a npeAyyBCTBOBa/IM, NOLBEM 06eLlan 6biTb HETPYAHbIM. [0
KpaiiHeli Mepe Ha nepBoM 3Tane. OHW B306paNCL Ha BEPLUMHY CKarlbl,
MOCTOSA/IN HEMHOIO Ha KPYTOM OTKOCE LUMPUHOI (hyTa YeThlpe, raas BHU3,
Ha NYCTbIHIO, YTO MOACTYMNana K ropam, 06HMMas 1x, TOYHO rpoMagHas
XenTas nana. Jasblue OHa yX0Auna 3a rOpU30HT OC/ennUTebHbIM GeflbIM
LUMTOM, 1cYe3as B TyMaHHbIX BONHaX NOAHUMABLLEr0Cs K Heby xapa. CTpen-
Ka BLpYr nopasunia MbiC/b, YTO 3Ta NYCTbIHA eABa ero He youna. OfHako
OTCHOfIa, C BEPLLIMHBI CKasbl, Fae 6b110 NPOX/IafHo, MYCTbIHA Kasanach XOTA
W BENMYECTBEHHO, HO BOBCE He CTPaLLHOIi —HEe CMEPTOHOCHOWA.

HemHOro nepefioxHyB, OHM MPOLO/KNIN BOCXOXKAEHME, NPO6Mpasich
yepes KaMEeHUCTbIe 3aBaJibl, KapabKkasach Mo HaKNOHHbLIM MI0CKOCTAM, YCe-
AHHBbIM CBEPKAOLLMMK BKPamnIeHUs MK Ciogbl U Keapua. KamHu 6binm
NPUSATHO TEM/IbIMM Ha OLLYTb, HO BO34YX CAENa/CA 3aMETHO NPOX/1agHee.
Bnvke K Bevepy CTPenokK pacchnbilas, Kak rae-1o Baaau, no Ty CTOPOHY
rop, rPeMUT rpoM, HO 3a B3fbIMaroLLelics rpoMagoii cKasl He BbI1o BULHO
Joxps.

Korga TeHu cTanv oKpawmnBaTsCs B MyprypHble TOHA, OHK C [pKeli-
KOM pa3bunnun narepb nog HaBMCatoLLMM KaMeHHbIM BbICTYNoM. CTpenok
3aKpenw NonoHy CBepPXY ¥ CHU3Y, COOPYAMB HEUTO Bpoae HaBeca. OHM
YCeNnCh y BXOAAa B 3Ty MMMPOBU3NPOBaHHYIO MafiaTKy, Hab/o-

[as, Kak ¢ Heba Ha 3eM/IH0 OMyCKaeTcs Mosor Houn. [pkelik cee-  J29
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CWUN HOTY Hag, 06pbiBoM. CTPENOK CBEPHY/ CBOKD BEUYEPHIOK CaMOKpYT-
KY W, XUTPOBATO NPULLYPUBLIKCH, NOrNsgen Ha Jxenka.

—Bo CHe He BepTUCb, —CKa3a OH, —Haue PUCKYyeLLb MPOCHYTLCS
B agy.

—He 6yay, —6e3 TeHu ynblokn oTBeTUN [Kelik. —Mama roso-
puT... —OH 3anHy”ncs.

—W uT0 rosoput TBOA Mama?

—UYT0 5 CcNNto Kak yomTbliA, —3aKoHYMN [KeliK.

OH nornsgen Ha cTpefika, U TOT 3aMeTU/, YTO y Maslbumka Apo-
aT ry6bl, U OH N30 BCEX CMT MbITAeTCA chepXXaTtb Ce3bl. Bcero amwb
ManbuuLLKa, NoAyMan CTPenokK, 1 60/b NpoH3unAa ero, 6yAT0 HOX Ans
KONKW nbfa. Tak, cnyyaeTcs, NOMUT 106, Korja rnoTHeLb CTYAEHON
BOAbI. Bcero nuwb Manbumika. Moyvemy? aynbiid Bonpoc. Koraa Ka-
KOW-HMOY b ManbuuK, YSA3BAEHHbI PU3NYECKN UK AYLLEBHO, 3aja-
Ba/1 TOT XK€ caMblil Bonpoc KopTy, aTa ApeBHSs, U3pbiTas LpaMamu
60eBasi MalLNHa, Ybeil paboTol 6bIN0 YUNTb CbIHOBEN CTPENIKOB OCHO-
BaM TOr0, YTO MM HYXXHO 3HaTb B XKM3HW, OTBeyan Tak: «[louemy —
3TO KOpSIBOE C/I0BO, W €ro Y)XKe He PacnpAMUTb... TaK YTO HUKOFAa He
cnpalumBai noyemy, a NpocTo BCTaBaW, Hegoymok! BcTagaii! Bnepe-
OV eLle Lenblil aeHb!»

—Touemy 5 3gecb? —cnpocun xeink. —louvemy s 3a6bin BCe, UTO
6b1710 [0 3TOr0?

—ToTomy uTO ctofa Tebs nepeTaLLm YenoBeK B YUePHOM, —CKa3sall
CTpenok. —W ellle n3-3a ballHW. BalliHSA CTOWT... Ha YeM-TO BPOAE... 3Hep-
reTMYecKoro ysna. TONbKO BO BPEMEHW.

—41 He NoHMMatO.

—F&1 ToXe, —Npun3Hanca CTpenok. —Ho 4To-To Takoe NMPOM3OLLIO.
W npogomkaeTcs fo cux nop. MNpamo ceitvac. «Mwup cABUHYACS € Mec-
Ta»... KaK Mbl TEMepb rOBOPUM ¥ BCErAa FrOBOPUAN. «Mup CABUHYNCA»...
TOMbKO Tenepb OH caBuUraeTcs ObicTpee. UTO-TO CAyymnioch Co Bpeme-
HeMm. OHO pa3msaryaeTcs.

MoTom OHW JONro cuaenu monya. BeTepok —cnabeHbKNiA, HO CTy-
[EHbI —BepTeNcs y HUX MOA Horamu, ryxo Bbl rAe-To B FOPHOI pac-
LLLeNVHE, BHU3Y: Y-y-Y-Y.

—A Bbl Camy 0TKyAa? —Cnpocus [pKeiik.

—I3 mMecTa, KOTOpOro 60sbLue HeT. Thl 3Haewwb brbanto?

—Wucyc n Mowuceit. A Kak xe!

CTpenoK ynblbHyncs:

—TouHo. Mos 3emns Hocuna 6rubnelickoe uMs —HOBbLIN XaHaaH.
Tak OHa HasblBanach. 3eMnsi Mo/ioKa U Mefa. B Tom 6bubneiickom XaHa-
aHe BMHOrpagHble rpo3abs 6bLIM TaKUMK 60MBLUMMMU, YTO UX NPUXOAM-
NOCb BO3UTb Ha TeNeXKax. Y Hac Takux, Npasaa, He BbipacTaso, HO BCe
paBHO 3TO Gblfia 3amMeyaTesibHas 3eMas.

— A ewe 3Hat0 nNpo Ogucces, —HeyBEPEHHO BbIM
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— MoXxeT 6bITb, —0T03BanNcA CTPENoK. — 1 He ocobeHHO Xopowo
3Hato bubnuio.

—A [pyruve... Balm gpysbs...

—Apyrux HeT. A —nocnegHuii.

B Hebe y>xe nogHMMancs TOHeHbKWIA cepn yobIBatoLWel NyHsbl. JTyHa
Kak 6yATo rnsgena, NpULLYPUBLLUCG, BHU3 Ha CKaslbl, FAe CUAENN CTpe-
NOK U Ma/TbUYmK.

—Tam 6bI10 KpacuBo... B BaLLei cTpaHe?

—OuyeHb KpacnsBo, —paccesaHHO 0TO3BasICA CTpesiok. —Ilons, neca,
peKwu, yTPeHHWIA TyMmaH. Ho MaTyLLKa, MOMHIO, BCEra roBOpUAa, YTo 3TO
TOMbKO KPacuBO, HO BCE-TaKW He NMPEKPACHO... YTO TOMbKO TPW BeLy Ha
CBETE MPEKPACHbI MO-HACTOALLEMY: NOPSAOK, HO6OBbL U CBET.

Lbkeiik n3gan Kakoii-T0 HeonpeaeneHHbIA 3BYK.

CTpenok Mof4a Kypun, BCNOMMHas 0 TOM, Kak BCe 3T0 ObI0: HOUY B
rpomagHom bosbLuom 3ane, cOTHM 60raTo OAeTbIX UTYP, KPYXKaLLUXCs
B Mef/IEHHOM, CTEMEHHOM BasibCe UK B BbICTPOIA, IErKoi, NepenmByaToi
nonbke. 3inuH PruTTep 6epeT ero nog pyky. STy AeBYLLKY, Kak OH Nofo-
3peBasl, BbIOpasn 4N Hero pogutenn. Ee rnasa —sapue cambix LOPOrmx
camoLBeToB. CusiHMe, NbIOLWEECH U3 XPYCTa/lbHbIX MAaPOHOB 3MEKTPK-
YECKMX JIOCTP, BbICBEUMBAET 3aMbIC/I0BATbIE MPUYECKU MPUABOPHbIX U X
LMHUYHbIE T060BHbIE UHTPYXKKIW. 3an Obln OFPOMEH: 6e36PeXKHbIA OCT-
POB CBeTa, APeBHUIA, Kak 1 cama LieHTpanbHas KpenocTb, 06pa3oBaHHas
eLLe B He3anamsTHbIe BPEMEHa U COCTOSLLLAsA Yy Tb /1N He U3 NOSHOM COoT-
HN KaMeHHbIX 3aMKOB. PoflaHf, y>ke NepecTa CunTaTb, CKOMbKO NIET MU-
HY/0 C TeX NOp, Kak OH B Noc/efHWiA pa3 Bugen LieHTpanbHYo KpenocTs,
1, MOKMAAst POAHbIE MeCTa, C 60/bI0 OTOPBaN B3NS4 OT €8 KAMEHHbIX
3aMKOB W YLUEN, He OrnsgbiBasich, B MOFOHKO 3a YENIOBEKOM B YEPHOM.
Ye Torja MHOTMe CTeHbI 06pYLUUANCE, ABOPbI 3aPOC/N COPHSKaMK, Nog,
MOTO/IKOM B [N1aBHOM 3a/1€ YTHE3AWIUCH JIETYYME MbILLW, & N0 ranepesm
HOCMJIOCb 3X0 OT LuefiecTa Kpblibes factodek. Mons, rae Kopt obyyan
NX CTpenbbe 13 nyka v peBosibBEPOB, COKOIMHOM OXOTe U MPOUNM npe-
MYZAPOCTSM, 3apOC/N TUMOGEEBKOI 1 ANKMM NAOLWOM. B rpomagHoii n
rY/IKOW KyxHe, rfe KOrga-To Xo3saiHm4yan Xakc, nocennnacb KonoHus
HeJ0YMKOB-MYTaHTOB. OHMW NAAWANUCL HA HEr0 U3 MUMOCEPAHOrO CyM-
paka KnafoBbIX WM CKpPbIBAMCb B TEHW KOJIOHH. TennbliA nap, nponu-
TaHHbIA NPSHBIMK apoMaTaMm XKapsLLEACcs FOBSANHbLI U CBUHMHBI, CMe-
HW/CA IMMKOW CbIPOCTHIO MXa, & B CaMbIX TEMHBbIX Yriax, Kyfa He peLla-
NINCb COBATbCA JaXe HeLOYMKN-MYTaHTbl, BbIPOCAN FpoMagHble 6nej-
Hble moraHku. MaccuBHas gy6oBas Bepb B NMojBan CTosna OTKpPbITas
Hapacnatuky, ¥ CH3Y coumniacb HeBbIHOCMMas BOHb. 3anax 6bi1 CIOBHO
CYMBO/T —KOHEYHBI 1 HEMPENOXKHbIA —BCEOBLLEr0 Pa3fioXXeHUs 1 pas-
PyXu: e4Kuil 3anax BUHA, MPeBPATMBLUErocs B yKCyC. Tak YTO CTPenKy
HMYEro He CTOM/I0 OTBEPHYTLCS U YITW NpoYb, Ha tor. OH yLen 6e3 co-
YKaneHnii —HO ceppLe Bce-Taku ApOrHyso.

—A yT0, 6blNa BOHA? —cnpocun Jpkeik. | 3]



—Ewe noxneue. —CTpeniok OTLUBLIPHY/ OKYPOK. —bblna peso-
nouuna. Mbl BbIUTpany Bce CpaXKeHUs, HO NPOUrpanm BoinHy. HUKTO He
BbIMIpas B TON BOWHe, pa3Be YTO TOMIbKO CTEPBATHUKMW. VM, HaBepHOe,
oCTa/1acb MOXMBA Ha MHOT Ve rofbl Bnepes.

—F51 6bl XOTen Tam XUTb, —MeuyTaTeNbHO NPOTAHYN JHKeiK.

—TpaBga?

—Ara.

—/lagHo, [xelik, nopa cnartb.

ManbumkK —Tenepb TO/IbKO CMyTHasA TeHb BO Mpake —1er Ha 60K 1
CBEPHY/ICA Kanayvkom nog, nosorom 13 nonoHbl. Ho cam ctpenok ner
He cpa3y. OH cuaen eLLe OKO/O Yaca, NOrPYXXeHHbIV B CBOM JO/TWe, THXK-
KVe AyMbl. 3Ta BHYTPEHHAA COCPEAOTOUEHHOCTb, YT /1y6/1eHHOCTb B COB-
CTBEHHbIE MbIC/IN Obl/1a 4115 HEFO YEM-TO HOBbIM, ELLE HE U3BEAAHHBIM 1
[JaKe NPUATHbLIM B CBOEW TUXOW rpycTU, HO BCE-TaKM He MMena H1KaKo-
ro NPakTUYEeCKOro 3HayeHus: npobiemy [hxelika BCe paBHO Hefb3s pas-
pewwmnTb MHaye, YeM NpeAckKasan opakysl, a 0TKasaTbCa OT MOMCKa 1 no-
BEPHYTb Ha3aj —aTo NOMPOCTY HEBO3MOXHO. M0n10XeHWe Bblo Tparu-
yeckoe, HO CTPESIOK 3TOr0 He pa3rnsgesn; OH B1Aen TONbLKO npegonpese-
NeHwve, KoTopoe 6bino Beerga. OH gyman, gyman v ayMasl... HO B KOHLe
KOHLOB €ro MoA/MHHOe ecTecTBO BCe-Taku B0306/1afano, U OH YCHYII.
Kpenko, 6e3 CHOBUAEHWIA.

f

Ha cnegytoLumii fieHb, KOra OHW MPOAOMKNIN CBOW MyTb B 06X0A, MOZ,
YII0M K Y3KOMY KAVHY YLLEeNbs, NOAbeM cTan kpyde. CTpenok He CrieLumn:
MOKa eLLe He 6bl0 HEOBXOAMMOCTU TOPONUTLCA. MepTBble KaMHU Y HUX
Moj, HoramMy He XpaHunun CnefjoB YenoBeka B YepHOM, HO CTPEeNoK TBepAao
3HaJ1, YTO OH NPOLLIEN TO XKe AOPOroid. W aaxke He MOTOMY, UTO OHU ¢ [Keli-
KOM BWZENN CHM3Y, KaK OH NOAHUMANCS —KPOLLEYHbINA, MOXOXWIA Ha Ta-
KOM paccTosiHMM Ha ByKaluky. Ero 3anax oTneyartasics B KakaoM AyHoBe-
HUW XO/OAHOr0 BO3AYXa, YTO CTPYMACA C Fop, —MaCNSHUCTBIN, NPONUTaH-
HblIi1 37106014 3aMax, TaKoi >e FOPbKWIA 1 eAKNiA, Kak 6ec-Tpasa.

Bonocbl y [keiika 0TpOCAM 1 BUUCH TeMepb Ha 3aTbl/IKe, MOYTH
3aKpblBas fouvepHa 3aropenyto wweto. OH NOAHMMANCA YNOPHO, CTynas
TBEPAO Y YBEPEHHO, U HE BblKa3blBan HUKAKMNX ABHbIX MPU3HAKOB 6053-
HW BbICOTbI, KOTja OHU MPOXOAWAM Haf NPOMacTAMU WU Kapabkanuch
BBEPX MO OTBECHBLIM CKaslaM. [lBaxkabl eMy y/JaBasoch B306paThCs B Ta-
KMX MecTax, Kakvie CTpesiKy 6bifo 6bl He 040M1eTb B OQMHOUKY. [hKelik
3aKpennsn Ha KaMHAX BEPEBKY, U CTPENOK NOAHMMANCA MO Heid, NoATS-
rMBascCh Ha pykax.

Ha cnepytoLuee yTpo OHW MOAHSAMNCH ELLg BbILLE, CKBO3b XO-
132  nofHble 1 Cbipble pBaHble 06/1aKa, YTO 3aKpbiBaM OCTaBLUMECS



BHW3Y CK/IOHbI. B cambIX ry60Ku1X BragyHax Mexay KaMHAMU YXe Hava-
Nn nonagarscs 6eble 6N19XM 3aTBEPAEBLLEr0, 3epHUCTOrO cHera. OH cBep-
KaJ1, TOYHO KBapL, M Obl1 CyxuM, Kak Mecok. B TOT aeHb, 6nke K Beyepy,
OHMW Habpenu Ha eAMHCTBEHHBIN Cief, —OTMeYaToK HOrY Ha OHOM U3 3TUX
nATeH cHera. MoTpsceHHbINA, [)KeiiK 3acTbln Ha MTHOBEHWE, 3aBOPOXKEHHO
rN44 Ha YeTKWiA cne, NOTOM BAPYT MCMYTaHHO NOAHS r/1a3a, CI0BHO OMna-
CasACb, YTO YE/I0BEK B YUEPHOM MOXET MaTepuaIn30BaTbCs U3 CBOEro 0fMHO-
Koro cnepa. CTpenok noTpenan Manbyunka no nieyvy 1 ykasan snepes;

—Toingem. [eHb yxKe Ha ucxoge.

B nocnefHMX nyyax 3axoAsLLero coHua OHu pasbunu narepb Ha Ln-
POKOM M/I0CKOM KaMeHHOM BbICTYTE K CEBEPO-BOCTOKY OT Pa3/ioMa, yXos-
LLiero B camoe cepAe rop. 3aMeTHO noxonofano. [pixaHue BblpblBa10Ch
130 pTa ob11aukamy napa, 1 B NyprypHbIX 0T6/1ECKaX raCHYLLEro AHA MOK-
Pbiii Kallie/lb rpoMa Kas3asicsl KaKUM-TO He3AELLUHUM 1 AaXKe 6e3yMHbIM.

CTpenokK »paf, 4To Maslb4MK HauyHeT 3aaBaTb BOMPOCHI, HO TOT HK-
yero He cnpocun. [hkeiik noytu cpasy ycHyn. CTpenok nocniegosan ero
npumvepy. EMy cHoBa npucHunca [yxeik —B 06pase runcoBoro CBATOro,
€O 160M, MPOH3EHHbLIM rB034eM. OH NPOCHY/ICS, CYLOPOXHO XBaTasi PTOM
paspeXXeHHbI ropHbI Bo3ayX. [)Kelik cnan psagoM ¢ HUM, HO cnan 6ecrno-
KOIHO: OH BOpOYasIca U 6opmoTa HepasbopumBble COBa, OTFOHAS, Ha-
BEPHOE, CBOMX COBCTBEHHbIX MPU3PaKoB. VICMOMHEHHDI TPEBOXKHLIX Mpesa-
4yBCTBWIA, CTPE/IOK NePEBEPHYSICA Ha ApYroit 60K 1 CHOBA YCHY/I.

\

POBHO Yepe3 Hefento noce Toro, Kak [hKeik yBuaen cneq Ha cHery,
OHMW Ha MFHOBEHME CTONTKHY/NCh INLOM K INLY C Ye/I0BEKOM B YEPHOM.
B 3T0 MrHOBEHME CTPeNiKy MoKasanocb, YTO ceilvac OH MOMMET COKpO-
BEHHBIIi CMbICN CaMoli balllHM —NoTOMY, YTO 3TO MTHOBEHWE PacTsHY-
N10Cb Ha LNyt BEYHOCTb.

OHY NpoAoMKann AepXaThbCs KOro-BOCTOUHOrO HarpasneHms: npo-
LW, HAaBEPHOE, Y>Ke NONMYTH MO UCMOMMHCKOMY FrOpHOMY Xpe6Ty, 1 BOT
Korfa B nepBblii pa3 3a BCe BPeMs UX nepexoia NoLbeM rposunn caenatb-
€A MO-HaCTOoALLEMY TPYAHLIM (MPAMO Haj HAMU HaBUCAK 0b6neaeHenble
BbICTYMbI CKa/l, N3pe3aHHbIe NYNKMMMW TPeLLMHaMK; NPy OAHOM TOMbKO
B3r/N15i4e Ha 3TO Y CTpesKa HaunHan0Ch HENPUATHOE FO/IOBOKPYXXEHNE),
OHY Habpenu Ha yAo0HbI CYCK BAOMb CTEHKU Y3KOTO YLlenbs. M3Bu-
BaKOLLLAACA TPOMMHKA CMYCTMMAaCh Ha AHO KaHbOHa, e B CBOEli MepBo-
34aHHOIA, HEYKPOTUMOI MOLLW 6YPANA FOPHbIVA NOTOK, CTEKaroLLMiA C Heo-
603pUMbIX BEPLUUH.

B 3TOT feHb, 6ame K Beyepy, MafbuymK BAPYr OCTaHOBMU/ICA U NO-
CMOTpEN Ha CTpesfiKa, KOTOPbIA 3afepXascs, YTobbl ONONOCHY T
N0 CTYAEHOI BOAOIA. 133



—$1 4yBCTBYHO, OH Fe-TO PAAOM, —cKasan [pkelik.

—F&1 ToXXe, —OTO3BA/ICS CTPEIOK.

Kak pa3 nepeg H/MU BbICU/IOCb HEMPEOAOIMMOE C BUAY HArpoOMOXK-
[EeHVe FPaHNTHbIX IN1bl6, yxoasLLee B 3a06/1a4HyH0 6eCKoHeYHOCTb. CTpe-
NIOK onacascs, YTo B IH06YH0 MUHYTY 04epeHOI MOBOPOT FOPHOIN PeykKn
BbIBEJET WX K BOLONaAY WM K OTBECHOW INafKOi CTeHe rpaHnTa —B
TynuK. Ho 3aeLwHnii Bo3gyx 06/1agan CTpaHHbIM YBEIMYUTETbHBLIM CBOIA-
CTBOM, MPUCYLLMM T060MY BbICOKOTOPbHO, 1 MPOLLEN eLLe AeHb, Npexze
4eM OHYU C MaJIbYMKOM J06panunch A0 MMraHTCKOW rpaHWUTHO nperpagp!.

W cTpefika BHOBb 0XBaTW/I0 3HAKOMOE OLLLYLLIEHWE, YTO BCE TO, K YeMy
OH TaK [0/r0 CTPEMWIICA, HAKOHeL, Y Hero B pykax. OH efe cepxan ceds,
YTOObI HE NYCTUTLCSA GErOM.

—Iorognte! —Marsnbunk BHe3anHoO octaHoBuCA. OHK 3amepnun y
KpyTOro n3rn6a peuku. MoToK NeHWCS U KNOKOTasl, 06Tekas pasMbl-
Thlli BbICTYN FPOMagHOI /bbbl NecyaHWKa. KaHbOH MOCTeneHHO CyxXan-
cs1. Bce yTpo OHY CO CTPENKOM LLU/W B TEHM FOp.

[hxeiik Becb Apoxan. A nnuo y Hero 6bi10 6e/bIM Kak Men.

—B yem pgeno?

—TMoiigemTe obpaTHO, —npowenTan xelik. —IoiigemTe obpart-
Ho. BbicTpee.

Jnuo cTpenka cNoOBHO OKaMeHeno.

—Moxanyiicta! —/1MLO0 y NapHULLKKU OCYyHYNocb. OH C Takoi cu-
MOV CTUCHYN 3y6bl, NOAABAAS KPUK 60K, UTO 0 HUXKHSAS YeNocTb Aep-
ranacb OT HanpsbkeHus.. CKBO3b MIOTHbI 3aHaBeC rop A0 HUX Mo-rpe-
YKHEMY LOHOCUNNCH packKaTbl FPOMa, Pa3sMepeHHbIE 1 MOHOTOHHbIE, TOYHO
ry/f MeXaH13MOoB, CKpbITbIX Fy6oko nog 3emneil. Co gHa Cy3uBLUErocs
yLle/nbs UM OTKpPbIBaU1aCb TOHEHbKAs NMonocka Heba, ToXe BOOPaBLUEro B
ce6s1 3TOT Cepblil FOTUYECKUIA CyMpaK, 3bI6KWiA, BYpAsiLLuiA B NpoTMBOGOp-
CTBE XO/I0AHbIX M TeM/bIX BO3AYLUHbIX NOTOKOB.

—TMoxanyiicta, no>xkanyicTal

ManbumkK NofHAN Kynak, Kak 6yATo X0Ten yaapuTb CTpenka.

-Her.

ManbuvK yAMBNEHHO B3r/SHY/ Ha Hero.

—Bbl yobeTe MeHs! OH youi MeHsi B NepBbIli pas, a Tenepb Bbl yOb-
eTe. VI MHe KaxeTcs, Bbl 3TO 3HaeTe.

CTpenok no4yBCcTBOBa y Ce6s Ha ryb6ax ropbKuii BKYC /KW 1 BCe-
TaKM NPOM3HEC ee:;

—Bce ¢ To60Ii O6yeT B MOpsAKe.

W ele 60nbLLYIO TIOXb:

—$ xe byay Teb6s 3almLLaTh.

Nnuo y [xelika BOPYT CTa0 CepbIM, U 60/bLLE OH HUYEro He CKa-
3an. HexoTsi OH NpOTsAHYN CTPenKy pyky. BOT Tak, fepXach 3a pyKu,
OHV 060TrHYIN M3rMG FOPHOM PEYKU U BbILLAW K NOCNEAHER OTBECHON

CTEHE FpaHnTa W CTOJIKHY/ICb NNLOM K JIMLY C YE/IOBEKOM B
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OH cTosin He 6onee Yem B ABajuaTn dyTax Haf HUMW, cnpasa OT
BOZOMNaja, KOTOPbI C FPOXOTOM HM3BEPrasica U3 rpoOMafHoN, ¢ 3a3y6-
PEeHHbIMY Kpasimu Ablpbl B cKase. HeBUAMMbIA BeTep Tpenana nosbl ero
uepHoro 6anaxoHa. B 0gHOM pyKe OH fepxKan MOCcOX, BTOPYKO NOAHAN B
LUYTAMBOM NPUBETCTBEHHOM >XecTe. 3acTbIBLUNI HA KAMEHHOM BbICTY-
Me Nog, 3TMM KOJbILYLMMCS XMYPbIM HE60M, OH Oblfl MOX0X Ha MPOpo-
Ka _ npopoka normbenu, a ero ronoc 3sy4as, CoBHO rnac Viepemuu:

—Ctpenok! Tbl, 1 CMOTPIO, B TOYHOCTU UCMOJHSELWb APEBHME Npea-
ckaszaHus! [eHb fobpbIi, feHb J06pPbIRA, fAeHb fo6pbIi! —OH paccmesn-
CS U MOKJTOHMJICS CO CMEXOM, U CMEX MPOKATW/CA MO CKalaM IPEMSALLM
9XOM, NEPEKPbIB faXe peB Bogonaja.

He pa3gyMbiBasi, CTPENOK BbITALLWA PEBO/bBEPLI. Y HEr0 3a CMUHOR,
YyTb CNPaBa, CbeXUCA MabYUK —CNYTraHHOW MasieHbKOW TEHbHO.

Tonbko nocne TPeTbEro BoicTpena PonaHay yaanock 0BnafeTb CBO-
VMU NpejaTenbCKUMM pykammn. 3X0 BbICTPESIOB OTCKOYMI0 6POH30BbIM
PUKOLLETOM OT CKaJl, YTO FPOMO3AWANCH BOKPYT, 3aryLUMB CBUCT BETPa
1 peB BOfpbl.

OCKO/KM rpaHuTa 6pbI3HYNM Haf FONI0BON YeNoBeKa B YHepHOM; BTO-
pas nyns ygapwia cfiesa 0T ero YepHOro KantowoHa, TPeTbs —Crpasa.
CTpenoK NpoMaxHyncs TPMXKAb.

UenioBEK B YepHOM paccmMestics. MPOMKUM UCKPEHHUM CMEXOM, KOTO-
Pbiii Kak 6yAT0 6pocan Aep3KMii BbI30B 3aMM1PatOLLM OT3BYKaM BbICTPESIOB.

—Tbl WLLELWb OTBETHI, CTPENOK? [dyMaelllb, UX HaliTV TaK Xe Mnpo-
CTO, KaK BbINMYCTUTb Ny/0?

—Cnyckaiics, —CKasan cTpenok. —Cpaenaii, kak s roBopto, 1 0TBe-
Tbl 6YAYT.

W cHoBa cMex —ryM/MBbIiA, PacKaTUCTbIA.

—941 6otocb He TBOMX Mynb, PonaHg. MeHsi nyraet TBOS OfepXu-
MOCTb HaliTV OTBETHI.

—Cnyckaiics.

—Ha Toli cTopoHe, cTpenok. Ha Toii cTopoHe Mbl ¢ TO60/ NOroBo-
puM. [Jonro NnoroBopmm, 06CTOATENBHO.

B3rnsHyB Ha [xelika, 4enosek B YepHOM f06aBu:

—TonbKo Mbl. Bagoem.

[bKeliK OTLaTHY/CA, M34aB KOPOTKMIA »KanobHbIA BCKpMK. Yenosek
B YePHOM Pe3K0 OTBEPHY/ICS —€r0 M/aLl, B3METHY/ICS B CEPOM CBETE, TOY-
HO KPbI/IbA IETYYEN MbILUM, —W CKPbLIICA B pacLLenvHe B cKase, 0TKyja
MOryyeii cTpyeii H13Bepranack Boga. CTpenok NposiBU HEMPEKNOHHYHO
BOJIKO U He CTa/l cTpenaTb eMy BCneq. Tbl ULLELb OTBETbI, CTPenok? Ay-
MaelLllb, X Hal T TakK >Ke NpocTo, Kak BbiNyCTUTb NyNo?

CrblWwanuncb ToMbKO CBUCT BETPaA U PeB BOAbI —3BYKU, KOTOpbIE pas-
HOCW/IUCb MO 3TUM CKOPOHBLIM M OAMHOKUM CKafam yxke Tbicauy neT. A
BCE-TaKM YeNnoBeK B YEPHOM 6bl1 psagoM. IMpoLwwio uenbix ABeHafuath
neT, n PonaHpg HakoHeL, CHOBa yBuAaeN ero B6ansun. W1 oHn gaxe
norosopuau. M 4enosek B YepHOM Haj HUM MOCMeSAsCS. J35



Ha Toi1 cTopoHe Mbl ¢ T06OI NorosopumM. [Jonro norosopnm, o6¢To-
ATENbHO.

ManbumK CMOTPEN Ha Hero, Masbumka 6una gpoxs. Ha mrHoseHue
CTPEnKy NpPuBUAENOCH, YTO HA MECTe LA MapHULLKW BAPYT NPOCTYNUI0
MU0 3N, TOMN XKEHLLMHBI 13 Tanna co LWpamom Ha fiby, 1 wpam Obi CroB-
HO 6e3mos1BHOE 06BMHEHME. Ero BApYr oxBaTuia A1Kas HEHaBUCTb K HAM
060MM (M TOMbKO NOTOM, MHOTO MO3)E, Ero OCEHWSIO, YTO LIpaM Y 3111 Ha
N6y pacnosnarasncs TOYHO B TOM MECTe, Iie U rB03/b, MPOH3aBLUMiA 106 [Keit-
Ka B ero koLumMapax). [Keik kak 6yATo npoyesn ero MbIC/v UK, MOXKET BbITh,
YNOBWA TONbKO 06LLEe HaCTPOeHMe CTPesKa, 1 C ero ryb copaasncs Tsxke-
NbIA cTOH. CopBavics U TYT e 3aMep. ManbuyraH 3aKycun ryby. Y Hero
6b1/10 BCE /15 TOr0, 4TOObI CTaTh HACTOALLIMIM MY>XUMHOI, MOXET ObITb, AaXKe
CTPeSIKoM —10 npaBy. Ecnm 6bl TONbKO eMy fann BbIpacTu.

Tonbko Mbl. Basoem.

CTpenok BAPYr NOYYBCTBOBAS XKIY4YHO TOCKY, BE/IMKYIO 1 HEYeCTU-
BYIO XKaXXAy, YTHE3AMBLUYIOCS B HeM3BefaHHbIX 6e3gHax Tena, Xaxay,
KOTOPYH He YTO/ULIb HUKAKOI BOAONM, HUKaKUM BMHOM. Mupbl cogpo-
raanchb YyThb N He Ha PacCTOSHWUMW BbITAHYTOW PYKW, U CTPENOK MbITas-
€51 6OPOTHCA C 3TON BHYTPEHHEN Nopyeld, NOHNMas X0N04HbIM YMOM, YTO
BCE 3TW MOMNbITKN —HanpacHsbl, 1 Bcerga 6yayT HanpacHbl. B koHLe Bce-
rAa oOCTaeTcs 0fHO JILLb Ka.

Bbin nongeHb. CTPenoK 3anpoKMHY ronoBy, YTO6bI XMYpbIii HeBep-
HbIl CBET HA YNan eMy Ha ivuo, B NOCNeAHNI pa3 03apsAs CBOUM CUS-
HMEM YA3BMMOE CO/HLe ero fobpogeTenu. «CepebpoM 3a npesaTensCTBO
He pacnnatutbes, —nogyman oH. —LleHa noboro npegaTenscTea —aTo
BCerfa Ybs-TO XN3Hb».

—MoXKeLb NOWTU CO MHOM MW OCTaTbCA, —CKasa CTPENoK.

ManbUnK OTBETUN HEBECENON W XXECTKOM YCMELIKO —TOUYHO Ta-
KOM e, KaK y ero oTua, X0Tsi Cam OH 06 3TOM He 3Hal.

—A ecnu f1 30ecb 0CTaHYCb, OJWH, B ropax, —cKasas OH, —C0 MHOW
Bce GygeT B nopsigke. MeHs 0653aTenibHO KTO-TO crnaceT. [puHeceT nu-
POXKM 1 caHaBMum. U elle Kode B Tepmoce. da?

—MoxeLlb NOATW CO MHOM AN 0CTaTbCA, —NOBTOPWU CTPESIOK, U
UTO-TO CABUHY/OCH Y HEro B ronoBe. 370 6bl1 MUT pa3pbiBa. B aToT mur
Ma/IeHbKUIA YenoBeYeK, CTOABLUWIA ceiivac nepep HUM, nepectan 6biTb
DKeinkoM 1 cTan NpocTo Manb4yMKOM — 06e3/MKOI MELIKOR, KOTOPYHO
MOXHO nepeaBuraTb U NCNOAb30BaTb.

B 064yBaemMoM BETPOM 6e3MO/BUN pa3fanca Yein-To NPOH3UTESb-
HbI KpMK. OHK 06a cAbiWanm 310, CTPENOK U MalbUmK.

CTpenok nepBsbIM nowen Briepes. Yepes cekyHay [>Keik ABMHYCS
cnegom. OHM BMeCTe NOAHAMNCL Ha 06BaSIMBLLYIOCA CKaly PsgoM C X0-
NOAHON Ge3ayLUHON CTpyelt Bogonaaa, NOCTOAIN Ha KAMEHHOM BbICTY-

ne, rAe CTOAN Ye/OBEK B YEPHOM, 1 BMECTE BOLL/IN B NPOJIOM, Fae
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TPeNoK pacckasblBan Meg1eHHOo, B COMBUMBOM 1 HEPOB-

HOM PUTMe, KaK 3TO OblBaeT, Korja YefoBek pasrosa-

pUBaET BO CHE:

— Hac 6b1n0o Tpoe: KaTtbepT, AnaH u s

Ham He Monaranocb TaM HaxOAMTbCA B Ty HOYb. Begp

Mbl eLLie, KaK rOBOPUTCS, He BbILLIN U3 JeTCKOro BO3pa-
cta. Ecnm 661 Hac Tam noiimanu, KopT BeINopon 6bl Hac OT gyLwm. Ho Hac
He noimanu. A Tak fymato, YTo 1 0 HaC HUKTO He nonmagancs. Hy, kak
VHOW pa3 MabUYMLLKM TallKOM NPUMEPAIOT OTLLOBCKME LUTaHbI: NoBep-
TATCS B HUX Nepes, 3epKaioM 1 NOBeCAT 06paTHO B LKa. BOT Tak xe un
3pecb. OTel fenaeT Bug, 6YATO He 3aMeyaeT, YTO ero LTaHbl BUCAT He Ha
TOM MeCTe, a Nof HOCOM Y CbiHa —Cefibl OT YCOB, HamMa/leBaHHbIX BaK-
Ccoii. Tbl MOHMMaELLb, YTO A UMELO B BUAY?

Ma/bumk mMonyan. OH He NPOMOJIBUA HU C/l0Ba C TeX MOP, KaK OHW
yrnyomamnch B pacllesimHy, 0CTaBMB COJIHEYHbIN CBET CHapyXxu. CTpe-
JIOK ke, Hao6opOT, rOBOPW/ HE YMOJIKad —ropsY0, BO36GYXXAEHHO, —
4TO6bI 3aMONHUTL GE3MONBHYIO MYCTOTY. Bolias B TeMHble Hegpa rop,
OH HU pasy He OrNsHyCA Ha CBET. A BOT ManbyMK OrnsablBancs nocro-
AHHO. CTpesiok Buien, Kak yracaeT AeHb —BWAEN ero OTpaXeHuWe Ha
LLeKax Y NapHULLIKW, KaK B MATKOM 3epKase: BOT CBET HEXXHO-PO30BbIi,
BOT —MO/I04YHO-MaTOBbIIi, BOT —KaK 6/1egHOe cepebpo, BOT —KakK Mmoc-
NefHue 0TOMECKM BEYEPHUX CyMepeK, a BOT —ero 6osbLue HeT. CTpenok
3aXer (haken, 1 OHU ABUHYNNCH AanbLue.

HakoHeL, oH1 ocTaHoBUAWCh. Pa3bunu narepb B ryxoi Tu-

LUMHe, rae He BbI10 C/bILLHO AaXe 3Xa LaroB YesloBeKa B YepHOM,



MOXET, OH TOXe OCTaHOBW/CA NEPefoXHYTb. Vnn, MOXET BbiTb, Tak U
Heccs Briepes —6e3 OrHs —To YepToram, 3a/IMTbIM BEYHOR HOUbHO.

—3T0 NPOMCXOAMIIO0 OAMH pa3 B rogy, Ha MNepsblii CeB, —pogos-
Xan ctpenok. —KoTunboH Ha Houb Mepsoro Cesa —unu Kammana,
KaK Ha3blBa/N ero CTapuku, OT C/10Ba, KOTOPOE 03HaYaeT «pucx». bosb-
Lot 6an B bonbliom 3ane. Ero npaBunbHOe Ha3BaHMe —3an Mpeakos.
Ho ans Hac aTo 6bin npocTo BonbLioit 3an.

[lo H1X foHOCKACA 3BYK KanatoLleli BOAbl.

—TpnaBOPHLIA puTyan, Kak v 6ol 13 BeceHHMX 6anos. —CTpe-
NOK HEO[06PUTENBLHO XOXOTHY/, 1 6e34yLLIHbIE KAMHW OTO3B/IUCH TYN-
KM 3XOM, MpeBpaLlas 3B8yK cMexa B 6e3yMHbIil roroT. —B cTapogasHue
BPEMEHa, KaK HanucaHo B KHUrax, Tak npasgHoBany Npuxog BecHol. Ero
elLle MHorga HasbiBann HoBoi 3emneid, nnn Ceexein Kammanoii. Ho,
3Haellb v, LMBUAM3aLus...

OH YMOJIK, He 3Hasi, KaK OnmcaTb CyTb U3MEHEHWIA, CTOSLLMX 38 3TUM
6e34yLIHbIM 1 MEPTBLIM C/IOBOM: FMGe/b POMAHTUKMN U €€ BbIXOJIOLLLEH-
HOe MN0TCKOe Nogobue, MUpP, CYLLECTBYIOLMIA TOMBKO Ha UCKYCCTBEH-
HOM [ibIXaH1W 651ecka 1 LepemMoHuana; reOMeTpUYecKu BbiBEPEHHbIE MNa
NPUABOPHLIX, BbICTYNAOLLMX B TaHLe Ha 6any Ha Houb Mepsoro Cesa —
B CTEMEHHOM TaHLe, 3aMeHMBLLEM CO60/ 6e3yMHyI0 MAACKY 068y,
LyX KOTOPOi1 Tenepb TOMbKO CMYTHO YrafbIBaJiCa B 3TUX YOMOPHbIX (-
rypax. Iycroe BenuKonenue BMecTo 6e3bICKYCHON 1 ByiiHOI, BCEnor-
JIOLLAOLLLEN CTpacTH, YTO NoTpsicana KorAa-To NoAckme gywin. Emy ca-
MOMY [0BEe/I0Ch UCMbITaTb 3TO CnafocTHoe notpsceHne. C CrosaH Jenb-
rago, B Mempkuce. OH 06pen CBOK UCTUHHYIO M060Bb —U TYT Xe ee
notepsn. [JaBHbIM-[aBHO, B HE3aNaMATHbIE BPEMEHA, XXM/ Ha CBETE Be-
KW KOPOAb, BOT YTO OH MOT 6bl CKa3aTb ManbuuKy. Benmkuii Ombg,
Ybsi KPOBb —T1YCTb W MOPALKOM Pa3XMKeHHas —TeyeT B MOMX Xuax.
Ho Koponeit faBHO HeT, Masbil. Bo BCsIKOM ciyyae, B Mype CBeTa.

—QOHK COTBOPUIM U3 3TOTO YTO-TO YNaJ04HOE, HE3L0POBOE, —1PO-
pomkan ctpenok. —IpeacTasneHne. Urpy. —B ero ronoce SBCTBEHHO
npo3Byyasio 6e30TUETHOE OTBPALLEHMe 3aTBOPHMKA U ackeTa. U ecniu Gbl
Y HUX 6b1/10 60/bLUE CBETA, ObIN0 Obl BUAHO, KK OH M3MEHWACS B NIULE.
Ero nnuo caenanock ropecTHbIM Y CYpOBbIM, XOTS OCHOBA €ro ecTecTsa
He ocnabna ¢ rogamMu. XpOHUYeCKUiA HeJOCTaTOK BOOBPaXKeHUs, KOTO-
PbI NO-MPEXHEMY BblaBasio 3TO U0, MO CBOE UCKIUNUTENIbHOCTU
He CMOT Bbl CPaBHUTLCA HU C YeM.

—Ho 370T 6an, —BbIAOXHYN OH. —3TOT 6an...

Manbunk monyarn.

—Tam 6binn nrocTpbl. V3 npospayHoro xpyctansd. Macca cTekna,
MPOHW3aHHOr0 UCKPOBbLIM CBETOM. Ka3anoch, BeCb 3an COCTOUT U3 CBe-
Ta. OH 6blf TOYHO OCTPOB CBETA.

MbI NpoOKpannch Ha OAWH 13 CTapbiX 6anKoHOB. W3 Tex, Ko-
138  TOPble cuMTannch Hebe3onacHbLIMM U Kyfa 3anpeLLanoch Xo4uTb.



Ho Mbl 6b1nK ele ManbyMwKamu. A MasbYMLLIKN —3TO BCergja Manb-
unwku. [ Hac BCce Tamno B cebe 0nacHOCTb, HY TaK 1 YTo ¢ Toro?!
Beab Mbl 6yAeM XXUNTb BEYHO. B 3TOM Mbl He COMHEBaINCL —aXe Koraa
roBOpu/IM 0 TOM, YTO Mbl BCE YMpPEM Kak repou. MoToMy 4TO MHaye —
HVIKaK.

MbI B306panmch Ha caMmblil BepX, OTKyfda Ham 6blfo Bce BUAHO. A
[aKe He MOMHIO, YTOObI KTO-TO U3 Hac MPOU3HEC XOTb C/OBO. Mbl Npo-
CTO CMOTpENIN —yacamu.

Tam cTos1 60/bLIOK KaMeHHbIN CTO/, 32 KOTOPLIM CUAENN CTPENKN
CO CBOMMM EHLLMHaMK, Haboaan 3a TaHUuaMu. Koe-KTo 13 CTpesikoB
TaHUEeBas, HO Takunx 6blN10 HEMHOMO —W TOMbKO camble mMonofgple. o-
MHIO, Cpean TaHL0pPOB Obl1 M TOT MOMOAONM CTPESIOK, KOTOPbIA KasHWI
Xakca. AcTaplumne nNpocTo CUAENN, U MHE Ka3anoCb, YTO CPeau BCero aTo-
ro APKOro cBeTa, Cpeau aToro LUBUIN30BAHHOMO CBETa, OHW cebs vyB-
CTBYIOT HeytoTHO. MIX rny6oKo yBaxkanu, nx gaxe 6oanncb. OHKM 6binn
CTpakaMu ¥ xpaHuTensamu. Ho B 3Toil Tonne BEbMOX U MX YTOHYEH-
HbIX 1laM OHW BbITNALENN TOYHO KOHIOXM. ..

Tam 6b110 eLLe YeTbIpe KPYT/bIX CTONa, YCTaB/eHHbIX sicTBamu. CTo-
Nbl 6ecnpepbIBHO Bpallanucb. oBapsTa CHOBaAW Tyda-Clofa, ¢ Cemu
Beyepa [0 Tpex Houu. CTOoNbI BPaLL/INCh, KaK CTPE/IKM YacoB, 1 faxe [0
Hac JOXOAWMM 3anaxu: XXapeHOW CBUHWHBI, rOBAANHBI 1 OMapOoB, Libin-
NAT Y NeyveHbIX A6/10K. Tam OblM MOPOXEHOE U KOH(eTbI. A rpomag-
Hble, MbILLYLLVE XapoM BEPTENa C MSACOM.

MapTeH cugen pagom ¢ MOUMW POAUTENAMU. A UX y3Han faxe c
Takov BblCOTbl. OAuH pa3 OHW TaHueBann. Mama ¢ MapTeHoMm. MeaneH-
HO TaK Kpy>umcb. M Bce paccTynuamch, 4Tobbl 0CBO6OANTL UM MECTO,
a Korja TaHeL, 3aKOHYWACA, UM pykonseckanu. CTpesiku, rnpasja, He
X/I0Nanu, Ho OTeL, HETOPOM/IMBO MOAHANCA U3-3a CTOMA U NPOTAHY/ Mame
pYKy. A OHa nojoLuna K Hemy, ynbl6asch, U B3sina 3a pyky.

[a, 310 6b110 TOPXKECTBEHHOE MrHOBeHUWE. [laxe Mbl, HaBepXy, 3TO
no4yBcTBOBa/IM. K TOMy BpemeHW MOiA OTeL, y)ke cobpan cBoii Ka-TeT —
1eT PeBonbBEpa — €ro 40/MKHbI 66111 BCKOPOCTU 06b8BUTL AUHOM —
Crapwmm M'mneaa, eciv He BCeX BHYTPeHHUX (PeofoB. W Bce 3To 3HaW.
I MapTeH 3Han nyulue BCeX... KPOMe, MOXET 6bITb, Mabpunanb Beppucc.

Masnbunk cnpocus, npuyem 66110 BUAHO, UTO eMy BOOOLLE He XOTe-
JIOCb HNYEro crpaumBarth:

—3710 KT0? Bawwa mama?

—[a. Mabpwnanb-n3-Benmknx-Bog, goyb AnaHa, )XeHa CTMBeHa, MaTb
PonaHga. —CTpenok ycMexHyscs, passen pykamu, Kak obl rosopsi: «Bot
OH 1, HY 1 YTO C TOr0?» — BHOBb YPOHW/ UX HAa KOMEHW.

—Moii oTel, 6611 NocnegHMM 13 NpaBUTENe CBeTa.

CTpenok onycTun rnasa u ycrasusca Ha cBou pyku. Marsb-

YUK MONYa. HO



—$1 NOMHIO, KaK OHW TaHLeBan, —TWUX0 NPOroBOPWI CTPE/IOK. —
Mos maTb 1 MapTeH, COBETHWK CTPEIKOB. S MOMHIO, KaK OHMW TaHLeBa-
NN —T0 nogctynas 6amn3Ko-61n3Ko Apyr K Apyry, TO pacxXofsach B CTa-
PUHHOM MPWABOPHOM TaHLe.

OH nornsgen Ha Manbumka u ynbl6Hy cs.

—Ho 370 eLLe HMYero He 3HauMn0, NOHMMaeLLb? MoToMY YTO BNacTb
nepemMeHunNach, N Kak oOHa MepeMeHnIacb, HUKTO He NOHAN, HO BCe 3TO0
no4yBscTBOBa/IN. I MaTb MOS NPUHAANEXana BCELeNo TOMY, KTO 06a-
[ 3TOI BNaCTbiO U MOT et pacnopsikarbes. Pa3se HeT? Befb OHa no-
JOLL/Aa K HEMY, KOr[a TaHeL, 3aKOHUW/CS, NpaBuibHO? W B3dna ero 3a
pyky. /1 BCe UM annofupoBain: BeCb 3TOT 3a/1, BCE 3TW XKEHOMOA06HbIE
Ma/TbUMKM U UX HEXHble Aambl... Beflb OHU eMy pykonneckanu? W Boc-
XBansnu ero? Passe He Tak?

I"e-T0 TaMm, B TeMHOTe, Kanau Bofbl CTy4Yasn 0 KamMeHb. Manbunk
monyan.

—£$ NOMHIO, KaK OHW TaHLEeBaniu, —TUX0 NMOBTOPW CTPesnok. —A
MOMHIO. ..

OH nofHsAN rnasa K HepasiM4MMoMy BO TbMe KaMeHHOMY CBOAY.
Kasanocb, OH rotoB 3aKpuyaTb, paspasnTbCsi NPOKAATUAMU, BPOCUTb
CNenoii 1 0TYasiHHbIN BbI3OB 3TON TYMOIA U 6eCHyBCTBEHHOW Macce rpa-
HWUTa, KOTOPbIA YNPATaNn NX XPYMnKre XNU3HW B CBOK KaMeHHYH0 yTpoby.

—B ubeii pyke 6bin HOX, 060PBaBLUNIA XXN3Hb MOEro 0TLa?

—& ycTal, —TOCK/IMBO NPOroBOPWIT MasTbUMK.

CTpenoK 3aMonyas, U ManbyuK yiercs Ha KaMeHHbIA noa, noano-
XXMB NagoLLKy MeXAy LWeKol 1 ronbiM KamHem. Mnams thakena caena-
nocb TycknbiM. CTpenok cBepHyn cebe manvpocky. B 3ane ero Bocna-
NEeHHOW NaMsATK BCE eLLe CUsAN TOT XPYCTasbHbIi CBET, eLLe rpeMenn 060-
JpAtOLLME BO3rNackl BO Bpems 06paga nocesaLleHuns, 6eCCMbICIEHHONO B
OCKY/[EBLLEN CTpaHe, Y)e Toraa 6e3HafexHo NPOTUBOCTOALLER cepomMy
OKeaHy BpemeHuW. BocrnoMuHaHus 06 OCTpoBe CBeTa Tep3anu ero u Te-
nepb —ropbko, 6e3xanoctHo. CTpenok oTaan Obl MHOroe, YTo6bl Mo-
BEPHYTb BPEMS BCMATb U HAKOT4a He YBUAETb HU 3TOrO CBETA, HY TOrO,
KaK OTLly HacTaBnAoT pora.

OH BbIMYCTUA fbIM 30 pTa U HO3APEV 1 NogyMan, rAAA Ha Maslbyn-
Ka: «CKO/IbKO HaMm eLLe KPY>KUTb 1og, 3emnein? BoT Mbl KpyXUMCH, Kpy-
XMMCA, N HEU3MEHHO MPUXOAMM B UCXOLHYHO TOUKY, M HAA0 ONATb HAYW-
HaTb BCe CHayasia. BeuHoe BO306HOB/IEHE —BOT NPOK/ATUE CBETA.

Korga Mbl CHOBa YBMAWM CBET CONHLA?»

OH ycHyn.

Korpga ero gbixaHue cTano ryboKMM 1 POBHbIM, Majlbu4MK OTKPbIA
rnasa v nornsfen Ha CTpeska C BbIPaKEHUEM, OYEeHb MOXOXUM Ha fio-
60Bb. HO Ha 60n1bHYO /11060Bb. MocneaHMA 0TONECK JOropeBLLero da-

Kena oTpasunsca B ero 3payke v YTOHyN TaM, B YepHoTe. Manb-
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B HEW3MeHHOW, NIMLLEHHOW NPUMET MYCTbIHe CTPESIOK MOYTU YTO
YTPaTWN BCAKOE OLLYLLEHNEe BPEMEHMU, & 30eCh, B 3TUX KAMEHHbIX 3a/1ax
nog, ropHbIM MacCcVBOM, FAe Lapuia KpOMeLLHas TbMa, OH YTPaTui ero
OKOHYaTeNbHO. HW y CTpenka, HY Y NapHULLIKW He OblN0 HUKaKUX Npu-
60pOB, M3MEPSAIOLLMX BPEMS, U CaMO MOHATKE 0 Yacax U MUHYTax AaBHO
CTaso AN HUX 6eccmblCieHHbIM. MOXHO CKasaTb, OHU NpebbiBan Te-
nepb BHe BpeMeHW. [leHb MOT OKa3aTbCsl Hefeneit, a Hegens —OgHUM
AHeM. OHW LIAKW, OHW CNasv, OHU YTO-TO €K, HO HUKOrAa —AaockITa. VX
€IMHCTBEHHBIM CMYTHMKOM Obl1 HEMPECTaHHbIV FPOXOT BOAbI, Npo6uBa-
toLLeli cebe [opory CKBO3b KaMeHb. OHU ABUTanCh BLOMb HEFTy6O0KOi
PeYKM, NUAN BOAY, HACBILLEHHYH MUHEPaNbHbIMU CONSMU, O4eHb Hade-
ICb, YTO OHM He OTPaBATCA M He yMpYT. BpeMeHamun CTpenKy npeacras-
NAN0Cb, YTO Ha iHE MOTOKA OH BUAWT 6/1y>KAatoLLMe OFOHBKM, HO OH KaX-
ObIVi pa3 yb6exxaasn cebsl, YTo 3TO BCEro NMLLb 06pasbl, CPOeLPOBaHHbIe
BOBHE ero MO3roM, KOTOpbIi eLe He 3abblsi, 4TO Takoe CBeT. Ho OH Bce-
Takv Npegynpeaun MasnbyyraHa, 4tobbl TOT He 3aX04WA B BOY.

BHyTpeHHWIA JalbHOMEP Y HErO B r0/10BE YBEPEHHO BEN WX BNepes,.

TponuHKa BAO/Mb PEYKU (2 3TO AeACTBUTENBHO Oblna TPOMUHKA: Tnaf-
Kasl, Cflerka BOrHyTas) HeyK/IOHHO Beflia HaBepX —K CTOKaM peku. Ye-
pe3 paBHble MPOMEXYTKMN Ha HEil BO3BbILLAINCHL KPYT/Ible KAMEHHbIE KO-
NOHHbI C XXeNe3HbIMU KOJbLiaMWU Y OCHOBaHUIA. [JO/KHO 6bITh, KOra-To
K H/M NpPWBSA3bIBaAN BOMOB UK pabounx nowageid. Ha kaxgom ctonbe
CBEPXY Kpenmuiocb YTO-TO BPOAE CTa/lbHOrO MaTpoHa-fepXkaTens ans
3NMEKTPUYECKUX (PAKESTOB, HO B HWUX AABHO Y>Ke He ObIf0 XXM3HW 1 CBETA.

Bo Bpemsi TpeTbeil 0OCTaHOBKM ANS1 «OTAbIXa Nepe/ CHOM» MalbumK
peLunncs HeMHOro NpoTUCk Brieped. CTPeNoK pasnnyai, Kak B riyxoi
TULLIMHE LWypLUAT MEeSIKMe KaMyLLIKN —T10f er0 HeYBEPEHHBbIMM Luaramu.

—Tbl TamM OCTOPOXKHEE, —CKa3an OH. —HWK YepTa Xe He BUAHO.

—51 NOTUXOHBbKY. 3A€eCh... HUYero cebe!

—UTo0 Tam?

CTpenok nNpuBCTasl, NONOXKMB PYKY Ha PYKOSITb PEBOJIbBEpA.

MoBucna kopoTKas nay3a. CTPenok TLWETHO Hanpsran rnasa, noiTa-
ICb BIISAETHCS B KPOMELLHYHO ThMY.

—To-moeMmy, 3TO XXenesHas [opora, —C COMHEHUEM MPOTAHYN
MaJTbUVIK.

CTpenoK NoLHANCS U OCTOPOXHO ABMHYACA Ha rofoc Jkeiika, oLy-
MbIBast HOFOW 3eM/IH0 Mepes, COO0N, MPEXAe YeM CAeNaTb LLar.

—4 30€eck.

PyKa, HeBUAMMas B TEMHOTE, NPUKOCHYNACh K MLy cTpesika. Mab-
YMK XOPOLLIO OPMEHTMPOBA/ICS B TEMHOTE, JaXe JlyyLle, YeM cam
CTPenoK. Ero 3payku pacLuMpWanCh TaK, YTO OT Pagy>kKHOM 060- | n+



NOYKM MOYTM COBCEM HMYErO HE OCTasIOCh; CTPENOK 3TO yBUAEN, Korga
3a)KEr XyJOCOYHBIA (hakes, BepHee, Xankoe ero nogobue. B aToli kameH-
HoWi YTpOGe He OblN0 HWYErO, YTO MOT/0 Bbl FOpeTh, a Te 3anackl, KOTOo-
pble BbINN Y HUX C COBOM, BbICTPO TasiIn. A BPEMEHAMMU XKENaHMe 3aXKeYb
OFOHb CTAHOBW/OCH MPOCTO HEOLONMMbIM. TaK CTPENOK W y3Has, YTO
ronog 6ulBaeT He TONbKO K efe, HO U K CBETY.

ManbymK CTOSNT Y M30THYTOM KAMEHHOW CTEHbI, MO KOTOPOW TAHY-
JINCb, TEPSSICb BO TbMe, Napase/ibHble MeTaINYeCKMe NONOCKM; Ha HUX
LepXXaInchb Kakue-To YepHble MPOBOAA, MO KOTOPbIM KOrfa-TO TEK/0
3NeKTPNYeCTBO. A Mo 3eM/e, NMOAHUMAsACh Ha HECKO/IbKO AtOAMOB Haf,
KaMeHHbIM MOJIOM, LW/ia MeTaiinyeckas Konesi. YTto xoauno no Hei B
cTapofasHue BpemeHa? CTpenky NpeAcTasBsAnCh TOMbKO 3/10BeLue
3NEKTPUYECKME CHapsAbl, YTO /IETENN CKBO3b 3Ty BEYHYIO HOYb, MPOH-
3EHHYH0 YCTpaLLAoLLMMK, PhILLYLLMMMW F1a3amMy NPOXeKTOPoB. OH HU 0
4eM TakOM B XXM3HU He Crblwas. Ho B Mype elle cyLecTBYOT 06/10MKHM
MPOLL/IOro, Kak CYLLECTBYHOT U eMOHbI TOXe. Koraa-To OH 3Han OfIHOro
OTLUENbHMKA, BO3bIMEBLLIETO efBa /N He PENIUTMO3HYHO BNACTb Haf Xas-
KOIi Ky4KOi CKOTOBO/I0B /INLLIb MOTOMY, YTO 6e3pa3fenbHO Bnagen apes-
Heil 6eH30KONOHKOM. OTLLENbHUK CagnaCcs Ha 3eM/H, XO3AACKUM Xec-
TOM NPUOGHMMaN KOMOHKY OfIHON PYyKOI W BbIKPUKUBAN CBOW [AMKME,
rPs3HbIE U 3M10BeLMe NPOMNoBeAn. Bpems OT BpeMeHV OH MPOCOBbLIBA
BCE eLLe 6NecTAWMIA CTanlbHOM HAKOHEYHUK, MPUKPEN/IEHHbI K POrHNB-
LLeMy pe3MHOBOMY LUNaHry, cebe Mexxay Hor. Ha KofoHKe —BMosHe 0T-
YETNNBO, MYCTb fJaXKe U TPOHYTbIMW PXKaBUMHOI ByKBamMuU —O6bINO Ha-
NMcaHo YTO-TO COBCEM YXKe HenoHATHoe: AMOKO. Bes cBuHUa. AMOKO
npe.paTW/CcA B MX TOTEM, B CMMBO/ 6ora MpoMa, 1 OHW MOKMOHSANNCH
eMy 1 MPUHOCKNN eMY B XKEPTBY OBeL, U peB MOTOPOB: Ppppppppp!Ppppp!
Pppp-ppppppp !

«Kak 06/10MKM nornbLumx kopabnein, —nogyman cTpenok. —Bce-
ro NMilb GeccMbIC/ieHHble 06/IOMKM B MECKe, KOTOPbIA KOraa-to 6bin
MOpem».

B TOM umncre 1 3Ta XenesHas gopora.

—T1o Heil 1 noiigem, —cKasan OH.

Masnbyuk onsTb Npomosya.

CTpenok 3aracun (akesn, 1 OHW Nernu cratb.

Korga PonaHg MpOCHYNCH, 0Ka3anocb, YTO Ma/ibuMK YXKe He CuT.
OH cugen Ha >ene3HoM pesibce U CMOTPEN Ha CTPesKa, MyCTb LaXe emy
6b1/10 COBCEM HUYETO HE BUAHO —B KPOMELLIHOW TbMe.

OHWM 3aLlarany BLOMb PE/bCOB, TOYHO Mapa CenbIX: CTPeoK —Bre-
pean, Manbunk —cnegomM. OHW WK, Npobupascs Ha oLwyMb, CTapaschb,
B TOYHOCTM KaK Cfienble, BCE BPeMsi KacaTbCs pefibca OAHOIN Horoi. U
BHOBb VX €JMHCTBEHHbIM CMYTHUKOM Obl/T peB GeryLLeii Mo NpaByHo PyKy

peku. OHM WM MONYa, ¥ Tak MPOAO/MKAIOCh TPK nepuoga 6og-
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NNTb, HE TOBOPS Y)K O TOM, YTOObI 064yMbIBaThb NaHbl Ja/TbHEALINX feii-
cTBWiA. W cnan oH 6e3 CHOBMAEHWIA.

A BO BpemMsi YETBEPTOro Neproja OHW B NPAMOM CMbIC/E C/IOBA Ha-
TKHY/IMCb Ha BPOLLUEHHYHO Lpe3unHYy.

CTpenok ygapuscs o6 Hee rpyabto, Mab4MK —OH LLUE M0 ApYyrol
CTOPOHE —TIPAMO N160M. OH ynas, TUXO BCKPUKHYB.

CTpenok HeMeAneHHO 3aXer akern.

—Tbl KaK TaMm, HOpMabHO?

CnoBa Npo3ByYany pesko, efga in He pasgpaxeHHo. [laxe cam oH
HEBO/IbHO MOMOPLLM/CS.

-ha.

MasibumK OCTOPOXXHO MOTPOraa rofioBy, NOTOM TPAXHYN €0, Kak
6yaT0 3aTeM, UTOObI CaMOMy YBeaANTbCS, UTO C HAM [JeACTBMTENbHO BCE B
nopagke. OHW 06epHYNNCL, YTOBLI MOCMOTPETh, BO YTO OHW BPe3a/InCh.

Okasanocb, YTO 3TO Kakas-To Nfockas MeTaniuyeckas naatqop-
Ma, 6e3MOBHO CTOALLAsA Ha penibcax. B LeHTpe 13 nofa nnaThopMsl TOp-
yan pbiyar. CTPenoK He 3Hasl, YTO 3TO 3a LUTYKOBKHA, HO Ma/IbUMK Y3Han
ee cpasy:

—3T0 fpe3nHa.

-YT0?

—/[lpe3nHa, —HeTepnennBo MOBTOPMA Ma/lbumK. —Kak B CTapbIxX
MynbTAWKax. CMoTpuTe.

MapHuLLKa B306panca Ha nnaTtpopMy M NogoLwen K pelyary. Emy
yAa10Ch ONYCTUTb Pblvar BHW3, HO A/ 3TOM0 eMy MPULLIOCH HaBaINTb-
CSl Ha Hero BCeM CBOMM BECOM. [lpe3nHa NpoABsuHynack YyTb Bnepes no
penbcam —OecLUYMHO, TOYHO (DaHTOM BHE BPEMEHM.

—XO0pOoLLO0, —cKa3an TYCK/bI MexaHn4yeckuii ronoc. Oba, CTpenok
N MafbyyK, AaxKe NOANPLIrHYN OT HEOXKMAAHHOCTU. —XOpOLLIO, AaBaii
eLLle pa... —MexaHun4ecKuin ronoc ymep.

—Pab6oTaeT, TONbKO TAXKEN0BaTO UAET, —CKasan NapHULLIKA, CN0B-
HO N3BUHSISCb.

CTpenok Toxe B306pacsa Ha NnaTthopmMy ¥ Haxkan Ha pblyar. [pe-
3MHa NOCNYLUHO [BMHYNaCh BMepes, HEMHOr0 Mpoexasa v 0CTaHOBUACh.

—Xo0poLLo, JaBaii ellle pa3, —POroBOpUI MexaHU4YeCKuii ronoc.

CTpenok no4yBCTBOBaS, KaK y HEro nog Horamyi npoBepHyscs Be-
Jywnin Ban. EMy noHpasunioch AeicTBMe 3TOrO YCTPOMCTBA. U NOHpa-
BUJICA MEXAHWUYECKUIA TON0C (XOTA CTPESIOK Y)XKe NOCTaHOBWUII Npo cebs,
4TO OYJET CNyLWaTh ero He Ao/bLUe, YeM 3TO He06X0AMMO). ITO ObiN Nep-
BbI MOMaBLUMIACH EMY 32 MHOTUE TOfbl APEBHUI MEXAHU3M, He CUMTas
TOr0 Hacoca Ha IOPOXKHOI CTaHLUMKW, KOTOpbI paboTan ucnpasHo. Emy
3TO NOHPaBW/OCh, HO U BCTPEBOXMO TOXeE. [lpe3unHa ropasgo bbicTpee
[0CTaBMT MX MO Ha3HAYEHWH. U CTPENOK AaXKe He COMHEBA/ICSH, UTO Ye-
NOBEK B YEPHOM MOACTPOUA U 3TO TOXKE: YTOBbI OHU HALAW 3Ty
MalLInHY.



—paBga, 300poB0? —I 0/10C MAPHULLIKM OblT NPEVNCTONHEH NCKPEH-
Hero oTspalLeHns. ANoToMm 6blia TOMbKO Henpobusaemas TULIMHA. CTpe-
NOK CNblLlWan ToMbKo 6reHne CBOEro cepALa 1 rysikme 0T3ByKu Kaneib —
W BCE.

—BbI cTOVITE Ha TOW CTOPOHE, | —Ha 3TON, —CcKasan [xeik. —Bam
NpUAETCA TOMKATb ee OfHOMY, NOKa OHa Kak CfiefyeT He pasroHuTca. A
NnoTOM A Bam rnomory. Bbl HagasuTe, 1 Hagassto. Tak n noegem. MoHATHO?

—TIloHaTHO.

CTpenoK cxan Kynaku B 6eCrioMOLLHOM XECTe 0TYasAHUS.

—Ho cnepBsa Bam NpuAeTCA TONKaTb €e 04HOMY, NOKa OHa He pasro-
HUTCA, —MOBTOPUN MaNbUWK, rNAAA NPAMO Ha CTPeNKa.

A nepef MbIC/IEHHbIM B30POM CTPesiKa HeOXUAAHHO BCTana Xueas
KapTuHa: bonblioi 3an yepes rog nocne BeceHHero 6ana. Tenepb 3an
MpeaKOoB nieXkan B pyvHax, Pa30peHHbI BOCCTaHNEM, FPaXK4aHCKO BOIA-
HOW 1 BTOpXXKeHMeM. Cneaom HaxnbliHYIM BOCMIOMUHaHMS 06 3nnu, Toi,
CO LWpamoM, 13 Tanna —Kak OHa ynana, CpakeHHas nynsmu U3 ero pe-
BO/bBEPOB. OH y6un ee 6€30 BCAKO NPUUMHBL... eCIN pedieKChbl HeMb3s
nocumTath 3a NpuuunHy. MNotom emy BcnomHunca Karbept Onnryg,. Kak
OH CMessnca, cberas ¢ Xoima —HaBCTpeyy COOCTBEHHOM CMePTH, Tak U
Tpy64 B 3TOT NPOKNATHIN por... PonaHa Kak 6yATo BOOUMIO YBUAEN ero
nnuo —m nnuo Cro3aH, UCKaXKeHHOe nnadyem. Bce Mow cTapble Apys3bs,
nofgyMan CTPeNioK 1 yNbIGHY/ICA 3M10BELLENA W CTPALLHOW Y/bIGKOIA.

—3HauuT, 6yay ToNKaTb, —CKa3an OH.

W B3sncs 3a aeno. M koraa MexaHW4ecKmii rofioc BKAKYUACS CHOBA
(«Xopowo, gaBaii ewe pas! Xopowo, fasaii ewe pas!»), PonaHg npu-
HA/CA LIApUTb PYKOIA MO >KenesHoMy CTONOMKY, Ha KOTOPOM Kpenuics
pblyar. HakoHeL, OH Hallen, YTo Uckasl. Tam Oblfa KHOMKa, Ha KOTOpYHo
OH 1 HaxXKa.

—TMoka, apyxwuie! [o ckopoii BcTpeun! —6oapo NporoBopua Me-
XaHWYECKMIA roNoc, Noc/e Yero HacTynuna 61arocNoBeHHas TULLMHA.

L

OHU KaTMAMCh CKBO3b HENPOT/AAHYIO TbMY, TEMEPb ropasgo ObICT-
pee, MOCKOJ/IbKY UM 60/IbLUe He Hago ObIfo BCAENYHO HalLynbiBaTb NyTb.
MexaHun4yecKnii ronoc BKNKOYancs eLle ABa pasa: B NepBblii pa3, YToObI
npesioXknTs M unncoB «Crisp-A-La», 1 ewe pa3 —uT06bI CO06LNTD,
4TO MOC/e HaNPSHKEHHOTO TPYAOBOMO AHA HET HUYEro fyylle, Yem nayka
neuveHbs «Larchies». Bblgas 3TOT 6eCLiEHHbIA COBET, FOI0C YMOJK Ha-
COBCEM.

MocTeneHHO Ape3riHa —HENOBOPOT/IMBaAsA MOHavany, nocne
144  CTOMbKWX NIET BbIHYXAEHHOr0 6e3eicTBIS —packoyerapunach



u MoLLAa rnagko. Manbumnk YeCTHO MbITa/ICS NOMOYb, U CTPENOK WMHOI
pa3 ycTynan, Ho 60/bLueli YaCTbH TPYAMCS OfVH, Pa3MalLMCTbIMMU LBU-
XeHMsMK Kayas pblyar BBepx-BHW3. MNoA3eMHas peka ocTaBanach UX Bep-
HbIM NOMYTYMKOM, TO MOACTYNas COBCEM-COBCEM 6JIM3KO, TO yXOAA Aaslb-
Lue BripaBo. OfHaX bl OHa OrTyLUNIA UX MOLLHBIM U TY/IKUM FPOXOTOM,
CNOBHO BAPYT MPOHECNAch N0 HAPTEKCY JOMCTOPUYECKOro cobopa. A B
Jpyroii pa3 LWwymMa Bojbl CTasio MOYTH He CbILLHO.

Kazasiocb, CKOpOCTb M BETEP, ObOLLMIA B INLLO OT ABUKEHNS Ape3u-
Hbl, 3aMEHWIN COOOW 3pEHME 1 BEPHY/IM M OLLYLLIEHWE MPOCTPaHCTBA 1
BpemeHu. CTpeniokK NPUKMUHYN, YTO OHU [enatoT OT AecATy 40 NATHaALa-
TV MUNb B Yac. Jopora wna BBepx, NOgHUMasACL NOMOrUM, 06MaHuYMBO
HE3aMeTHbIM YK/IOHOM, KOTOpbIA, 0f4HaK0, U3psagHO ero yTomun. Easa
OHV OCTaHOBWJIUCb Ha OTAbIX, CTPENOK Cpasy YCHYN Kak youTblid. Mpo-
BU3UW OCTa/I0Ch BCEr0 HAYET0, HO HY CTPESIKA, HN NApHULLIKY 3TO YXKe He
BO/THOB&/10.

CTpenok eLue He ynaBnvBan HanpsHkeHUs NpubamKaroLwelica Ky/b-
MWHaLWKW, HO 415 HEro OHO OblN0 TaKUM e peasbHbIM (U HapacTaro-
LLMM), KaK M YCTa/I0CTb OT YNpaBieHWs Ape3nHoin. OHK yKe npubnmka-
NINCb K KOHLLY MepBoii (hasbl... BO BCAKOM C/lyyae, OH npubnmxkancs. OH
cebs UyBCTBOBAN KaK akTep, CTOSILLMIA MOCepeAnHE rPOMaSHOM CLEeHbI 3a
MUHYTY 0O NOAHATMA 3aHaBeca: akTep, KOTOPbI yKe MpuHAN Heo6Xo-
[LUMYIO NO3Y U rOTOBUTCA MPOU3HECTM MEPBYIO PEMNIUKY, KOTOpas yxe
BEPTUTCS B rON0BE; EMY C/IbILIHO, KaK HEBUAMMbIE MOKa 3pUTENN LIYyp-
LLaT MporpaMmMKamy 1 paccakmBatoTCs Mo MecTam. Ternepb OH YXe no-
CTOSIHHO OLLyLLan rae-TO BHYTPW, B XXNBOTE, TYroii KOMOK HEXOPOLLEro
npeLBKyLUEHNS 1 Bbl JaxKe pag, YTo (hM3nyeckoe yTOMIeHNe NomMoraeT
eMy 3aCHyTb. A KOrfia OH 3acbinas, TO cnas Kak youTbIi.

MasibumK y>ke NoYTK He pasrosapvsas. Ho ofHaX bl BO BpeMs npu-
Basia, He3aJ0/ro 0 TOro, Kak Ha HUX Hanasu HefoYMKU-MYTaHTbl, OH
CMPOCUN Y CTPesIKa, NoUTU PO6KO, O TOM, KaK OH CTas1 B3POC/IbIM.

—MHe Hago 3HaTb, —CKasas OH.

CTpenok cugen, NpMBaIMBLLMCL CMIMHOM K pblyary v fepxa Bo pTy
nanupocky. (KcTtartu, 3amnac Tabaka Toxe yxxe noaxoamn K KoHuy.) OH
Y)Ke 3acbinasl, Korga ManbyvK BAPYT 3afan CBOW BOMpOC.

—A 3a4emM Tebe? —yaANBUNCS CTPENOK.

—T1pocTO MHe MHTepecHo. — I onoc ManbYULKKU BbiN Ha yAuBIe-
HWe ynpsMbIM, KaK 6yATO OH XOTen CKpbiTb CMyLLeHue. omonyas, oH
[06aBun: —MHe Bcerfa 6b1/10 MHTePeCHO, Kak /llofM CTaHOBATCSA B3POC-
NbIMK. A CNPOCULLb Y B3POC/IbIX, TaK OHU 0653aTeNbHO COBPYT.

—Koe-uTo Tbl y>Ke 3HaeLlb, —CKa3an cTpenok. —Ho 4To 2 paccka-
3blBaJ1... 3TO BCE-TaKW He O TOM, Kak A1 CTa/l B3poc/ibIM. HaBepHoe, A Ha-
yan B3pOCNETb Y)Ke NOCAe TOro... Hy, 0 Yem g Tebe rosopu...

—PacckaxuTe 0 TOM, Kak Bbl Bbl3BaN Ha NOEANHOK y4uuTe-
ns, —nonpocun xeiik.



PonaHg kmBHy”. [a, Bce NpaBusibHO. J1I060MYy MabyuLLKe 6b110 Obl
WHTEPECHO MOC/yLIaTh TaKyto UCTOPUHO.

—Ho no-HacTosLeMy A NOB3pOCen, Korga nana oTnpasun MeHs B
nyTeLlecTsme. W aTanbl 3TOro NyTeLlecTBMs CTamn aTanaMmmy MOero B3poc-
neHuns. —OH nomegnnn. —OaHaXAbI A BUAES, KaK BeLLain YenoBeka,
KOTOPOrO He 6blIf10.

—UYenoBeka, KOTOPOro He 6b110? 3TO Kak?

—Ero MoXHO 6b1710 NOTPOraTh, HO HEeMb3s BbIN0 YBUAET.

[DKeliK KNUBHY/ C MOHUMaHMWEM.

—3T0 6bIN1 YENOBEK-HEBULMMKA.

PonaHg yAvBAEHHO NPUNOAHSAN 6poBb. OH paHbLLe He CAbILWal, YTo-
Obl MX TaK Ha3blBaN, 3TUX NIOAENA, KOTOPbIX HET.

—Ipaspga?

—Avra.

—Hy nagHo, Kak ckaxkelub. Ho Kak 6bl Tam HU 6bI/10, TaM 6b1n Noax,
KOTOpble He XOTEe/IU, YTOObI A 3TO Aenas, —OHW FOBOPU/IN, YTO OHK By-
JYT NPOKAATbI, CAN f 3TO CAENAI0, HO 3TOT NapeHs... YeNI0BEK-HEBUAVM-
Ka... OH HaCWI0BaN XEHLUUH. 3HaeLlb, Y4TO 3TO Takoe?

—/[a, —ckasan [kelik. —W y Hero aTto, HaBepHOE, NErKo Nosyua-
N0Cb, pa3 OH HeBMUAMMKaA. VI TpyAHO 6bIno ero nomars?

—QO6 3TOM A pacckaxy B ApYroi pas. —PonaHg 3Han, YTo apyroro
pasa y>xe He 6ygeT. OHKM 06a 06 3TOM 3HaIM. —A eLLe Yepes ABa roga
6pocun AeByLUKY. B ogHOM MecTeuke, HasblBaslocb OHO KoponeBckuii
Mocenok. bpocun, XoTa He XxoTen 6pocartb...

—HeT, Bbl Xx0Tenn, —BApyr ckasan Maibymk. OH CKasan 3To TUXO U
[@kKe MArKOo, HO C IBHbIM Npe3peHneM B rosioce. —I10TOMY UTO Bam HaL0
6b110 40T 00 BalHK. BaM Hafo 6bI10 NATK, HECMOTPS HY Ha YTO... KaK
3TMM KOB6OSIM, Ha OTL,OBCKOM KaHare.

PonaHg no4yBCTBOBaS, KaK KPOBb XXapKoii BO/IHOM NPUIMAa K nuy,
HO, KOrZia OH 3aroBOpW/1, ero rofioc 0CTaBasCcs CrOKOMHbIM U POBHbIM:

—HaBepHoe, 3T0 1 6bI1 MOV MOCNeAHNIA 3Tan B3pOCNeHMs. BoT Tak
S 1 B3pOCen —OT cy4as K ciyyaro. Ho korga 4to-To Takoe nMpoucxo-
AWno, f MOHMMa 3TO He Cpasy, UCTUHHBIA CMbIC/ MPOMUCLLUEALLIEro OT-
KpbIBa/1CA MHE MO3Xe.

[o cTpenka BAPYr AOLUO, YTO OH NbITAETCA YT OT OTBETA Ha KOH-
KpeTHbIi BONPOC, 3afjaHHblii Ma/lbYuKOM, M OH MOYYBCTBOBas Cebs He-
NOBKO.

—HaBepHoe, 06psAA COBEPLUEHHONETUSA TOXE Dbl O4epeaHbIM 3Ta-
MoM, —HEXO0TA BblAaBna OH. —TaKol ouLManbHblA, NOYTU CTUAN30-
BaHHbIIA; YTO-TO BPOLE NPUABOPHOr0 6anbHOro TaHua. —CTpenoK mns-
Jan HEeNPUATHbIV CMELLIOK.

Manbumk moniyan.

— Hy>XHO 6bI/10 JOKa3aTb, YTO Tbl CTa/T MY>XHMHOM.

146  3atb B 6°eBOM NOEAMHKE, —Hauan CTPENOK.



No

IeTo v 3HOIA.

MonHas 3emns Habpocunachk Ha UCTOM/IEHHBIN Kpaid, TOUHO NH06OB-
HMK-Bamnup, ybreas noyBy CBOUM UCCTYMNEHHBLIM XapoM, a BMECTe C
Heil —1 noceBbl (hepMepoB. Mons BOKpYT ropoga-kpenoctu Mneaga npe-
BPATU/INCL B CTEPU/IbHYIO Ge/yto MyCToWb. A B HECKOIbKUX MUASX K
3anafy, y cambIX rpaHuLl, rae KOHYancs LUMBUAN30BaHHbIA MUP, YXKE Ha-
yasiacb BoiHa. HOBOCTM, YTO NMPUXOAMAN OTTYAa, ObIIN HEYTELLINTENb-
HbiMW. HO fake OHM MepKn nepes 6€3)KanoCTHLIM 3HOEM, LapUBLIMM
30eCb —B CamMOM LieHTpe. CKOTMHa B 3aroHax Ha CKOTHbIX 4BOpax CTo-
Ana, Tapalla nycTble rnasa, He B Cuiax Jaxe NOLeBennTbCA. CBUHBM
BSI/I0 NMOXPHOKMBAN, 3a6bIB HE TOMTbKO 0 HOXKAX, Y)KE HATOYEHHBIX B Mpea-
[\BEPUI OCEHW, HO [jaXKe 0 TOM, YTOObI MI0ANTLCA U pasMHOXaTbCSA. SToan,
KaK BCEr/ia, >XafloBa/INCb Ha XM3Hb 1 NPOK/IMHANN Ha/lOr BMECTE C BO-
€HHbIM NPU3bIBOM, HO 38 BCEW 3TOI NOMUTUYECKON Urpoi —anaTU4HOM,
NpW BCEM MOKA3HOM 3HTY3nasme —CKpbIBasach 0gHa nycrota. LleHTp
006BeTLLa/, KaK MPOTEPLUMIACS CTapblii KOBEP, KOTOPbI COTHHO pa3 Mbl/u,
MOTOM CHOBa TOMTa/M HOramMu, BbIGMBAIM W BbIBELIMBAIN MOCYLUUTLCA
Ha COMHBILWKO. HWTK, 4TO yaepXusany nocnegHue caMoLBeThl Ha UCTO-
LLEHHOI rpyay Mupa, YXKe pacnyckanuce. Bee pacnaganock. 3emns 3a-
Tauna fplxaHwe —B TO IeTO 6m3sLLeroca ynagka.

Manbuurk 6ecLieibHO 6pOAMI N0 BEPXHEMY KOPUZOPY TOTO KAMEHHO-
ro NPOCTPaHCTBa, KOTOPOE BbIN0 ero JOMOM, —OH YyBCTBOBAJSI, YTO FOTO-
BUTCS YTO-TO M/I0X0E, XOTS W He MOHMMAaJT, 4TO MPOUCX0AMT. OH ToXe 6bin
MyCT ¥ OMaceH v Xan Toro, YTO HaNOMHWUT 3Ty BHYTPEHHIOD NMyCTOTY.

C Tex nop Kak rnoBecusiv nosapa —Toro camoro Xakca, y Kotoporo
BCErga HaxoAmnoCh YTO-HUOYAb BKYCHEHbKOE ANA FOMOAHbIX Malbyu-
LLUEK, —MWHY/I0 Y>Xe TpW roga. 3a 3T0 BPeMsi MaJib4MK MOMpaBuacs
BO3MY>Xa/l. V1 BOT Tenepb, OAETbI TObKO B MOBLIIMHABLUME LUTaHbI U3
XN10NYaTOOYMaXKHOM TKaHW, YeTbIpHAALATY NET OT PoAay, LUMPOKOTPYAbIii
1 ANVHHOHOT WA, OH BblKa3blBan BCE MPK3HAKM, YTO 13 HErO BbIAAET Xpab-
PbIi U CUTbHBIVA MYy)X4nHa. OH 6bIn eLLe [EBCTBEHHKOM, HO ABe 60iiKme
[04YYPKU OHOIO Kynua n3 3anagHoro Fopoga y>xke BOBCIO CTPOUIN eMy
rnasku. OH TOXeE UCMbITbIBa/1 K HM B/IEYEHUE, U TENePb OHO NPOABNA-
nockb ewle octpee. [axe 34ecb, B 3TOM NPOX/1aAHOM KaMEHHOM KOpUAO-
pe, BCe ero Teno NoKpbINoCh NCNapUHOIA.

[JanbLue no Kopmaopy pacnonarainch NOKOW MaTepu, HO OH ceitvac
He cobupacs Tyaa 3axoauTb. OH cobmpancst MOAHATLCA Ha KpbILLy, rae
ero Xaanu Nerknini BETEPOK U BCe YA0BOMLCTBUS, KOTOPble MOMOAEHb-
Ku1e Ma/lbUMLLIKM JOCTaBNAT cebe pyKoil.

OH y)Ke NpoLuen MMO ABEPW, Kak BAPYT KTO-TO OKNMKHY €ro:
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370 6bI1 MapTeH, COBETHMK, OfETbIN C MOAO3PUTENBHOI, HacTopa-
XXMBaKOLLEN HEOPEXHOCTbIO: YepHble Ob/eratoLye LWTaHbl, NOYTU Kak
TPUKO, 1 Benas pybaxa, paccTerHyTas Ha 6e38onocoi rpyauw. Ero Bono-
Cbl ObIN B3bEPOLLIEHBI.

ManbyvK Monya CMOTpPES Ha Hero.

—Bxogw, Bxoau! He cToi B kopngope. TBOS Mama XO4eT C TO60l
noroBopuTb. — OH ynbl6ancs, HO TONbKO OfHWMMK rybamu. Ero rnasa
Obl/IM HACMELUNMBLIMA 1 A3BUTEMbHBIMU. A 33 3TOW HaCMELLKOW Obif
TO/bKO XO/OA.

Ho mama, noxoxe, COBCEM He ropena »esnaHuem ero Bugetb. OHa
cugena B Kpecsne y 60/1bLIOr0 OKHa B LLEHTPa/IbHO FOCTUHOW —TOr0 ca-
MOrO, YTO BbIXOAW/IO HA PACKa/IEHHYIO KaMEHHYHO MOCTOBYHO BHYTpEH-
Hero ABopa. Ha Heli 6b1710 MPOCTOE AOMALLUHee NAaTbe, M OHO MOCTOSHHO
CMon3a/10 C OHOTO MJ/eYa, U OHa TONbKO pa3 Nornsgena Ha cbiHa —obic-
TPbI NPOMENbK MeYvasibHONM YNbIOKKM, KakK OTPaXXEHWE OCEHHEr0 COMHLA
B TeKyueil Bofie. [10TOM OHa OMnycTWNa rnasa 1 Bce BPeMs, NoKa OHW ro-
BOPWUAY, MPUCTaASIBHO U3yYasna CBOW PyKW.

Tenepb OHW BUENNUCH PEAKO, U NPU3PAKM KOMbIGEbHbIX NeceH

(YMK-4MpUK, He BOICA KOLLEK)

YXXe MoYTH CTepanCh Y Hero u3 namaTu. OHa caenanach A1 Hero
UYPKOIA, HO OCTasach SI06MMOIA. OH UCMbITbIBaUT CMYTHbIA CTPaXx, 1 B AyLue
Y Hero nocenmnacb HemcTpe6rmas HeHaBMCTb K MapTeHy, KOTOpbIi 6bin
MpaBoii PyKOiA oTua.

—Tbl Kak, PO, HOpManbHO? —T1X0 CNPOCK/IA OHa, U3yYas CBOMU PYKU.
MapTeH BCTan psaom c Heil. Ero pyka TsXeno onyctuiach Ha MamyHO
OronuBLLeecs nae4yo —B TOM MeCTe, Iie OHO COeAMHSANOCHL C ee 6enoi
weeid. W ewe oH ynbibancsa. Vim o6onm. Korga MapTeH ynbibancs, ero
Kapve rnasa TeMHeNM 1 CTaHOBW/IMCh NMOYTW YTO YEPHBIMU.

—HopmManbHO, —OTBETU Ma/TbUMK.

—A yunbCs Kak, Xopowo? BaHHM T060I gosoneH? A Kopt? —
Korga mMatb Ha3sana ums KopTa, OHa HEBOJIbHO CKPMBUNACh, Kak 6yaTo
Cbena uTo-TO ropbKoe.

—4 cTapatocsb.

OHK 06a 3HanM, YTO OH He Takol YMHbIN, Kak KatbepT, 1 He Takoi
CMbILUNEHBIRA, Kak [xelimu. OH 6bi1 TYroAyMOM, HO 3aTO YMOPHbIM TPY-
[Aroi. XoTa gake AnaH yunncs nydule.

—A kaK [JaBna? —OHa 3HaNa, Kak CblH NpmBsi3aH K COKONy.

Manbuurk B3rngHyn Ha MapTteHa. TOT no-npexxHemy noKpoBUTESIb-
CTBEHHO Y/blbancs.

—Y)Ke MVHOBAJT CBOKO NYYLLYIO NOpY.

Martb Kak 6yATO MOMOpLUMIACk; Ha MTHOBEHME Lo MapTeHa no-
TEMHESO, M OH eLle Kpenye Okan ee naeyo. A nNoToM mMaTb NOBepHy/a

rosoBy, NOrnsgeNa Ha packaseHHyH 6e/IM3Hy 3HOMHOTO AHS 3a
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«3T0 Takas wWapaga, —nogyman manbuymk. —Urpa. Ho KTo ¢ kem
nurpaeTt?»

—Y Tebs Ha nby ccaguHa, —Cckasan MapTeH, Mpogo/mKas ynblbaTb-
cs1. OH HEBPEXHO TKHY/ NanbLem B OTMETVHY OT NOCNeAHel

(cnacn6o Tebe 3a Hayky, yunTenb)

KopToBoli BocnuTaTeNbHOM B30Yy4KN.

—Tbl 4TO, OyAeLLb TaKuM e 60ILLOM, KaK 1 TBOW OTeL, UK Tbl MPO-
CTO HEpPaCTOPOMHBLINA?

Ha 3TOT pa3 mMaTb 1 BNpasay NOMOpPLUMIACh.

—W T0, 1 Opyroe, —OTBETW/T Ma/IbYUK, NOTOM MNOrAs4eN NPsMo B
rnasa MapTeHy 1 n306pasun HaTy)XXHYH ybIoKy. [axe 34ech, B mome-
LLEHMK, BbINO CIMLLKOM >KapKo.

MapTeH BApYr nepectan ynblbaTbCs.

—Tenepb MOXeLLb MOWTW Ha KpbiLy, Manbiw. KaxeTcs, y Tebs Tam
Jena.

—NMos maTb eLLe He OTAYCTWUA MeHs, Baccan!

MapTeH MOMOpPLUMACA, CMIOBHO €ro XecTHyAM NneTbio. Mabumk
YC/bIWaN, KaK MaTb B3L4OXHYNa, FOPECTHO M Tsxeno. OHa HasBana ero
Mo UMEHW.

Ho 3ta HaTaHyTas, 60ne3HeHHas y/blbka Tak 1 3acTblia Ha nnLe
Manbumka. OH LWarHyn Bnepes.

—Kak # NoHMMato, Tbl JOMKEH MHE NOKNOHWUTLCA B 3HAK BEPHOCTMU.
Bo “Ms 0TLa MOero, KOTOPOMY Tbl, BACCAST, CYXWLLb U NOLYMNHSELLLCS.

MapTeH ycTaBuCA Ha Hero, He Bepsi CBOMM YLLAM.

—CrTynaii, —npoun3Hec oH MsArko. —CTynaii 1 3alimn CBOO PyKY
Lenom.

Manbuuk ywen, ynibi6aschb.

Korga oH 3akpbln 3a COB0I ABepb, OH YC/bILAN, KaK MaTb 3aKpuya-
na. 3710 6bI1 BOM/b GaHbLUK, NpeABeLatoLLeli CMepTb. A MOTOM —HET,
TaK He 6bIBaeT, He MOXET ObITb —3BYK MOLeUMHbl. OTLOBCKWIA cryra
yLapun ero MaTb 1 CKasas eid, YTobbl OHa 3aTKHY/achb.

UT06bl OHa 3aTKHYNach!

ATNOTOM OH ycnblwan cmex MapTeHa.

Manbumnk npogomkan ynol6aTecs. Tak, ynblbasachb, OH W NoLlen Ha
UCMbITaHMe.

?

[bkeliMu kak pa3 BO3BpaTW/ICA U3 ropoja, rae HacnyLlancs BCSKOro
OT ropnacTbiX TOProBOK, U, KaK TOMbKO yBUAeN PonaHga, NpoxoAavBLLe-
ro rno TPEHMPOBOYHON M/OLLIAAKE, CPa3y Xe nofgbexan K Hemy,
4To6bI MepeckasaTb BCe MOC/EAHUE CIYXU O Pe3He 1 MATeXax Ha 149



3anage. Ho, yeuaes nnuo PonaHaa, OH axKe He CTas ero okivkatb. OHN
¢ PonaHgom 3Hanum apyr gpyra ¢ MiageH4yecTsa: NoACTPeKanu apyr 4py-
ra Ha BCSIKMe LaiocTu, Ty3um Apyr Apyra, BMeCTe uccieaoBany notaii-
Hble YTO/IKM KPEenocTu, B CTEHaX KOTOPOI OHM 06a poanmch.

PonaHg npowen Mumo gpyra, risgs npsmo nepeg coboid, Hu4ero
BOKPYT He 3amMeyast — y/ibl6asich BCE TOM ke CTPALLUHOM Y/bIOKOW. OH Luen
K fiomy KopTa, rfe Bce OKHa 66111 3aepHYTbl MI0THLIMU LUTOPaMU —4TO-
6bl OTrOPOAUTLCS OT HelgAHO nanswero conHua. Kopt npuner B3gpem-
HYTb nocne obeda, YTOObI BEHEPOM CMOJIHA HACNAAWNTLCA MOXOA0M MO
60pAensam HUXKHEro ropoga.

xeimuy cpasy e NoHsAN, YTOo celivac byaeT. EMy CTano CTpaliHo u
OYeHb BOSTHUTENBHO. V1 OH HMKaK He MOr CO06pasnTb, YTO eMy fenatb:
cpasy nocnegoBath 3a PonaHLoM WM CHaYala No3BaTh OCT/IbHBIX.

Ho noTtom nepBoe oLeneHeHre NPOoLLOo, U OH CO BCEX HOT Bpocmics
K FTaBHOMY 3/1aHMI0, BbIKPMKMBAS Ha Xoay:

—Kat6ept! AnaH! Tomac!

B 3HOIHOM BO3JyXe ero KpuKu 3By4asii TOHKO U CnabeHbKo. OHM
[aBHO 3TO 3HaNW. bnarogaps aTOMY BHYTPEHHEMY, HEMOCTUXMUMOMY
YyTbHO, KOTOPbIM HafefleHbl BCE MaNbUYMULLKN Ha CBETE, OHW 3HANN, YTO
PonaHp 6yaeT nepebiM, KTO BbIAAET K YepTe. HO 4TO6bI BOT Tak... He pa-
HOBATO NN?

Hvkakune cnyxu o ByHTax, BOWHaX W YEPHOR Marmm He MOrnm 6bl
3axeyb [kelimu Tak, Kak aTa nyrarowas ynbioka Ha nuue PonaHga. 310
6bIN0 peasibHee M cepbesHee, YeM JOCYXKUEe CM/ETHU, NepeckasaHHble
KaKoin-Hnbyap 6e33y60ii 6a60ii-3eNeHLLMLEN Hag 3aCXXEHHBIMI MyXa-
MW KOYaHaMmu canara.

PonaHa nofoLuen K 4oMy y4uTens v nHyn ABepb HOroii. [igepb pac-
naxHynacb, XM0MHyMa Mo rpy6bo OWTyKaTypeHHOR CTeHe M OTCKOoYMa
obpatHo.

OH BoLUeN B 3TOT JOM B NepBblii pa3. [Bepb C ynuLbl Bena npsaMo B
CMapTaHCKYH KyXHI0, CyMpayHyto 1 npoxnagHyto. Cton. [1Ba XecTKux
cTyna. [Ba KyXOHHbIX wWkaga. Ha nony —BbILBETLINIA NUHONEYM C
YEPHbIMU AOPOXKKaMU, MPOTAHYBLUMMKCS OT KPbILLKM norpeda go pas-
[eNI0YHOTO CTONa, Haf KOTOPbIM BUCENN HOXM, a 0TTyfAa —K 06eAeH-
HOMY CTOny.

BOT OH: JOM YenoBeKa, Ybs XXM3Hb NMPOXOAUT Ha SIOLAX, HO KOTOPbIN
XnBET oauH. MNobnekwwasn 6epaora HeYeMHOro NoYHOUHOT0 6paXkHMKa
N KYTWU/bl, KOTOPBbIA NYCTb FPy60, NO-CBOEMY, HO BCE Xe Ntobun pebatu-
LLIEK —BOT Y>Ke Tpex MOKOJIEHUI A — KOe-KOro U3 HX CAeNnan CTpesikamu.

—Kopr!

OH NHyN HOFOW CTOA, TaK YTO TOT MPOCKO/Ib3UN Yepes BCHO KYXHIO 1
yapucs B CTONKY ¢ HOXaMu. Hoxum nonaganu Ha non.

B cocefiHell KOMHaTe YTO-TO 3alleBe/inIoCh, pasjanca no-
150  nYOOHHbI NpurayLleHHbI Kalenb, Kak 3To OblBaeT, Korja ye-



NOBEK MpounLLaeT ropno. Ho manbumk Tyga He NoLwen, 3Has, YTo 3To
ynoBKa, 4to KopT NpOoCHYACA, Kak TO/IbKO OH BOLLIEN B KyXHIO, 1 TeMepb
XAET 3a [|BepbtO, CBEPKas CBOVM e4MHCTBEHHLIM [/1a30M, FOTOBbIA CBEpP-
HYTb LLIEIO HE3BaHOMY rOCTHO, BOPBABLUEMYCA K HEMY B [JOM.

—KopT, Bbixogn! A npuwwen 3a To60i, cmepg!

OH obpaTuncs K yumntento Ha Beicokom Criore, n KopT pblBKOM pac-
naxHyn Aeepb. OH OblN NOYTW FOMbIM, B 0O4HMX Tpycax. KopeHacTblii 1
NNOTHBIA, C KPUBLIMW HOFaMW, BECb B LUpaMax 1 6yrpax MbiLLLl, C BbIMK-
paroLwmM KPYT/bIM XXMBOTUKOM. HO MasibymK No OMbITY 3Has, YTO 3TOT
06MaHuMBO ApsA6/bI XXMBOTUK Obln TBEPALIM Kak CTanb. EAMHCTBEH-
Hbli1 3psAYmMin rna3 KopTa yrpromo ycTaBuaca Ha PonaHaa.

Kak NonoxeHo, Malb4uK 0T YUUTENHO YECTb.

—Tbl 60/1bLUE He ByfeLlb YUUTb MeHs, cMepa. CerofHs s 6yay yunTb
Tebs.

—Thbl NpULLEN paHbLUe CPOKa, COMMAK, —HEBPEXHO NPOroBopun
KopT, Ho ToXe Ha Bbicokom Cnore. —I 0fja Ha [iBa KaK MUHUMYM, C MOEeiA
TOYKM 3peHusi. 1 CNpOLLY TOMBKO pas: MOXET, OTCTYMULLILCA, MOKa He
no3aHo?

ManbyuK NnLLb YbIGHY/ICA CBOEl HOBOW CTPALLIHON Y/bIOKOA. Ans
KopTa, KOTOpbIil BAeN Takve YblbK1 Ha KPOBaBbIX MOASAX CPaKEHMIA
4ecTu n BecyecTbsi, NoF HEOOM, OKpacuBLUMMCS B a/blid LiBET, 3TO Camo
no cebe 6bIN0 OTBETOM. BO3MOXHO, eAMHCTBEHHLIM OTBETOM, KOTOPOMY
OH 6bl MOBEpWII.

—/la, HeBeceno, —OTPELUEHHO NPOroBOpUN yunTtesb. — Tbl Obin
MOVIM CaMbIM MHOFOO0G6ELLAILWMM YUEHMKOM. JTydwmm, 1 6bl Ckasan, 3a
nocnegHue Agsa fecaTka iet. MHe 6yfeT Xab, Korja Tbl CIOMaeLlbes 1
noligeLls no cnenomy nytu. Ho myp cauHynca ¢ mecta. [psagyT ckeep-
Hble BpemeHa.

Manbuuk monyan (oH 6bl BPAL M CyMesn faTb Kakoe-TO CBA3HOE
06bSACHEHNE, eC/v Bbl ero NONPOCU/IN 0 TOM HaMpPsAMYH), HO BriepBble 3a
BCE 3T0 BPEMSA ero nyratoLias ynbioKa cnerka CMsardmnach.

— Bce-Takm ecTb NpaBo KpoBu, —pogomkan Kopt. —HeB3upas
Ha BYHTbI M YepHOe KO/A0BCTBO Ha 3anafe. Kposb cubHee. S TBOW Bac-
Ca/l, Ma/lbumK. S MpM3Hal0 TBOE NPaBO BCEM CEPALEM W rOTOB MOA4YM-
HWUTbCA TBOMM MpUKasaMm, Aaxe ecn To ByaeT B NOCNegHWI pas.

W KopT, KOTOpbIA 611 ero n nuHan, Cek 4o KPoBW, pyras Ha Yem CBeT
CTOUT, HACMEXAICA Haf HUM, KaK TO/IbKO He 063bIBal, faXKe NpbILLLOM-CU-
(hUANTUKOM, BCTaN Nepes HUM Ha OFHO KOJIEHO U CKITOHWA FO/OoBY.

MasibumK NpPOTAHYN PYKY W C U3YMAEHUEM MPUKOCHYCA K 3arpy-
6eBLUel, HO YA3BMMOW NNOTK Ha LLee HACTaBHUKA.

—BcTaHb, Baccan, 1 NIPMMUPUMCS B IFOGBK W MPOLLEHNN.

KopT MefneHHO NOAHANCA, U ManbyYuKy BAPYT NOKAa3anoch, YTO 3a
3acTbIBLUEN, HATAHYTON MacKoid, B KOTOPYIO Tenepb MpeBpaTtu-

JIOCb MU0 y4mMTENsl, CKPbIBAETCS HenoaaennbHas 60/b. [ci



—TO0/bKO 3T0 HanpacHas Tpata. MHe 6yJeT »afko Tebs noTepaThb.
OTCTYnuCh, FAYNblii ManbunLlKa. A HapyLLy CBOO e Knatey. OTCTy-
nuce 1 06oXxau!

Manbunk monyar.

—Xopowo. Kak Tbl cKa3an, Tak 1 6yaeT. —Tenepb ronoc Koptacran
CyXuM, AenosuTbiM. —/lato Tebe poBHO Yac. Bbi6op opy»Kus 3a TO6ON.

—A Tbl NpUELLb CO CBOEN MasiKoWA?

—Kak Bcerga.

—A CKO/IbKO Nanok y Tebs yxxe otobpann, Kopt? —3T0 6bINO pas-
HOCU/ILHO TOMY, YTOObI CNPOCUThL: «CKOMBbKO Ma/lb4MKOB-YUEHUKOB U3
TeX, 4TO BOLL/N BO BOP Ha 3agax bonbLioro 3ana, Bbilwam 0TTyga CTpesn-
KamMmn?»

—CerofHs ee y MeHs He OTHUMYT, —Me1eHHO nporosopun KopT. —
M MHe npaBga >xanb. Takoi LWaHC JaeTcs NWLWb pa3, Masbiw. TONbKO
pas. I Haka3aHWe 3a U3NULLHEE PBEHME TaKOe Xe, KaK 1 3a NOSHYH0 He-
COCTOATENbHOCTL. Pa3Be Henb3s 060XKaaTh?

MasiburK BcnoMHMA MapTeHa: Kak OH CTOs/1, BO3BbILLASICh Ha, HUM.
Ero ynbi6bky. W 3BYK MOLWEUYNHBI 13-3a 3aKPbITOW ABEPU.

—Her, Henb34.

—Xopouuo. Kakoe opyxue Tbl U36upaeLlb?

Manbunk monyar.

KopT pacTsHyn ry6bl B y/bloke, 06HaXXMB KpKBble 3y0bl.

—[1ns Havana BnosHe gaxe myapo. Ctano ObITb, Yepes yac. Thl X0Tb
MOHUMAaELLIb, UTO CKOPEee BCEro Thl YXKe HUKOT Aa He YBUAMLLL CBOErO 0TL,
CBOIO MaTb, CBOMX BpaTbeB Mo Ka?

—&1 3Halo, YTO 3HAUYNT U3rHaHWEe, —TUXO0 OTBETW/ MASIbUUKK.

—Torga naun. V1 nogymaii, 1 BCMOMHM L0 CBOETO OTUa. X0TS Tebe
3TO Y)Ke He MOMOXET.

MasnbymK yLien He OrnsgbIBasich.

7

B norpe6e nog amb6apom 6b1710 06MaHuYMBO NPoxnagHo. Coipo. Max-
N0 BNOXHOW 3eMei U NayTUHOIA. JTyun Be3aecyLLero conHLa NPoHUKa-
W Jake Clofa, CKBO3b Y3KUe MbllbHble OKHA, HO TYT XOTA Obl He YyB-
CTBOB&/10Cb M3HYPAOLLE JHEBHOI Xapbl. ManbunK aepxxan 34ech Co-
KOna, 1 NTWLy, MOX0XeE, 3TO BMOJHe YCTpausaso.

Tenepb [aBug coctapuics 1 6onbLue ke He 0X0Tuncs B Hebe. Ero
nepbs NoyTpaTuam 6bi1oii 6neck —a elle rofa Tpu Hasagj OHW Tak U cu-
AW, —HO B3rNA4 0CTaBanCcs MPOH3UTENbHbIM U HEMOABMKHBIM, Kak

npexge. FOBOPAT, HeMb3s MNOAPYXXMTLCS C COKOMOM, €CAN TOMb-
152 KO Tbl CaM Hamo/10BMHY He COKO/, OMHOKWIA 1 BPEMEHHBI 06uTa-



Tenb 3eMnn, 6e3 apy3eii 1 6e3 HafoBHOCTY B ApY3bsiX. COKOM He 3HaeT,
4TO Takoe Mopasib 1 N1F06OBb.

Tenepb [JaBnA cTan cTapbiM COKOIOM. W MaslbUrK OYeHb Hagesancs,
4TO OH CaM —TOXXe COKOJ1, HO MOJIOZOIA.

—MpmuBeT. —OH NPOTAHYN PYKY K XEPAouKe, Ha KOTOPOM cuien
[Jasung. ToT nepebpasics Ha pyKy MafibuumKa 1 CHOBa 3aCTbll HEMOABMXK-
HO, KaK Obln —6e3 K106y4yka Ha ronose. CBOGOAHON PYKON ManbumK
3a/1e3 B KapMaH W BbITalWN Kycoyek BANeHoro maca. CoKos NpoBOpHO
BbIXBATW/1 YTOLLEHVE 13 NaNbLEB NapHULLKW 1 NPOrN0TWA.

Masnbumnk ocTopoxkHo nornagun Aasupa. Kopt 6bl, HaBepHoe, rna-
3aM CBOWM He NoBepun, ecnu Bbl 3TO YBUAES, HO Belb OH He NMOBEpW 1 B
TO, 4TO Bpems PonaHfa y>ke HacTynumo.

—CKopee BCero Tbl CErofHs ympeLLb, —CKasas OH, Npojosxas rna-
AnTb cokona. —MHe, MOX0oXe, NpUAeTCs TO6O NOXKepTBOBaTb, KakK TeMu
MeNKUMM NTalKaMK, Ha KOTOpbIX Tebsi 06ydanu. MomHmwwb? Het? Jlaa-
HO, He B&XXHO. 3aBTpa COKOJIOM CTaHy fl, N KaXAplil rog B 3TOT feHb f
Oyay cTpenaTb B He60 —B NaMsiTh O Tebe.

[aBug cugen y Hero Ha pyke, Mofiva v He Muras, 6e3pasinuHbIi K
CBOEW YXU3HW 1 CMepTMW.

—Tbl yXKe CTapblil, —3a4yM4MBO NPOAOMKAN Masbuuk. — W, Mo-
XKET ObITb, Tbl MHE He Apyr. Eule rog Hasag Tbl npegnoyen 6bl Mo rnas
3TOMY KyCKy Msica, BepHO? BoT 661 KopT nocmesncsa. Ho ecnim mbl nog-
6epemMcs K Hemy... eCIM Mbl NOL6EPEMCS K HEMY MOB/VKE... N €ClN OH
HMYEro He 3amof03pUT... YTO Tbl BblbepeLlb, JaBma? CnoKoiHyw cTa-
pOCTb —M/IN BCE-TaKM ApYXOY?

[aBung He oTBETW.

Manbyuk Hagen Ha cokona Knoby4yok u nogobpan npmessb. OHKM
NOLHANMNCL 13 NOABAIA U BbILLW Ha CBET.

[Bop Ha 3agax bonblioro 3ana —aTo Ha camoM [efie He [BOp, a
Y3KWIA 3eMeHbI KOPUAOP Mexay ABYMS psiaaMu paspoCLUeiics XXMNBOW
n3ropogu. PuTyasn NocBALLEHUSA Ma/IbYMKOB B MY>XXKYUHbI MPOXOAWA 34€eCh
C He3anamsATHbIX BPeMeH, 3a40nro Ao KopTa n gaxe ero npegLlecTseH-
HWKa, MapKa, KOTOpbIi CKOHYa/ICA MMEHHO 3eCb —OT KO/I0TOI paHbl,
HaHECEHHOI CMMLLIKOM YCEPAHON 1 PbSHOW PyKOiA. MHOrve Manbumkum
BbILL/IM M3 3TOFO KOpUZOpa Yepe3 BOCTOYHbIN BX04, Bxopg, npefHasHa-
YEHHbIA 4Na yuntens. Boiwnm my>xumHamu. BOCTOUHBINA KOHeL, Kopu-
Jopa Ben K bonbwomy 3any, K LMBUAM3ALMN U MHTPUFaM Npo-
cBelLeHHOro mupa. Ho elwe 60nbLue pebsaT, OKPOBaBNEHHbIX M KU3- 153



6UTbIX, BbILAN OTCHOf4a Yepes 3anafHblii BXOA, NpeAHa3HauYeHHbIR ans
Ma/lbUMLLIEK, — OCTAINCh MaSlbUMLLIKaMW HaBcerja. 3T0T KOHeL, Kopu-
[0pa BbIXOAW K TOpaM U K XVMXMHAM MOCE/EHLEB, 38 KOTOPbIMU NPO-
cTupanmch febpy gpemMyunx Necos; 3a iecamu 6bin FapnaH, a eLle ganb-
e —nycTbIHA MoxaHe. Te ManbyunLLIKA, KOTOPble CTaHOBUIUCH MYXK-
YnMHaMK, NEPEXONIN OT TbMbl U HEBEXECTBA K CBETY U OTBETCTBEHHOC-
TW 33 Apyrux. A Tem, KOTOpble He BblgepXKasiv UCMbITaHWsA, 0CTaBasioch
0fHO: u3rHaHve. Hascerga. Kopugop 6bi 3e01eHbIM U POBHBIM, Kak Mo-
Waaka ana urp. JnnHol poBHO NATbAECAT ApLoB. TOUHO nocepesyHe
pacnonarascs y3Kuii y4acTOK rofoi 3emin. 1o bbina YepTa, pasgenss-
LA Ma/IbYMKOB U MYXUUH.

O6bIYHO Yy KXA0ro BXoAa TONMUANChL BO3DY)KAEHHbIE 3pUTENN 1
B3BO/IHOBAHHbLIE POAHbIe, MNOCKO/IbKY, KaK Npasuio, AeHb UCMblTaHNA
06bsABNANCA 3apaHee. BoceMHaguate —3T0 6bln1 Camblii 06bIYHBIV BO3-
pacT Ana UCMbITyeMbIX (Te Xe, KTO He peLuanca npoiTu ucnbiTaHve o
[BajuaTh NaTu, CTaHOBMIMCb CBOOOAHBIMU 3eM/IEBIALENbLLAMM, N O4EHb
CKOPO NP0 HUX 3abblBaInt: NPO TeX, KTO He HaLlen B cebe cun BCTPETUTD
NLOM K NINLY 3TOT XKECTOKWUIA BbIBOp «BCE MM HMYero»). Ho B TOT
JeHb He 6bi10 HUKoro. Tonbko Mxeiimn OeKappu, Katbept Onnrya,
AnaH xoHc 1 Tomac YutMmeH. OHM CTONNMAKCH Y 3anafHoro exoga
LN ManbyuLLeK 1 Kaanu Tam, 3aTauB fbiXaHve U He CKpbIBas cTpaxa.

—Opy>xue, KpeTuH! —npoLunnen KatbepT, 1 B €ro ronoce BCTBEH-
HO cnbiwanack 60/b. —Tbl 3a6bI1 OpyXue!

—He 3a6b151, —ckasan PonaHg. «/HTepecHo, —nogymMan oH, —a B
rNaBHOM 3[aHUK ydke 3HalOT? 3HaeT M MaTb... 1 MapTeH?» OTel, cei-
4ac Ha 0XOTe U BepHeTCH eLLie He CKOpO. He paHbLue, YeM Yepes HECKOSTb-
KO AHei. VI PonaHay 6bi10 HEMHOIO CThIAHO, YTO OH He JOXAa/ICs ero
BO3BpaLLEHNs, MOTOMY YTO OH YyBCTBOB&J1, HUTO OTeL, AaXKe eC/in 6bl U He
0[06pwn ero peLleHne, To XX NOHAN 6bl HABEPHAKA.

—Kopt npuwen?

—KopT yXe 3gecb, —A0Heccs rosfioc ¢ NPOTMBOMOMOXKHOIO KOHLLA
Kopugopa, 1 KopT Bbiwen Breped. OH 6bi1 B KOPOTKOW 60WL0BCKON
(hytarike 1 C KOXKaHOW NEHTON Ha Nby, 4TOObI MOT He 3anuBan rnasa. B
pyke OH fep>xan 60eBOi NOCOX M3 KaKOro-TO TBEPAOro fepesa, 3a0CT-
PEHHbIN C OAHOIO KOHLLA M HANMOMMWHAKOLLMIA NoNacTb Becna —c¢ Apyroro.
He TpaTa BpemMeHu fapoMm, OH 3aTAHYN NUTaHWIO, KOTOPYIO BCE OHW, He-
BOJIbHbIE M36PaHHUKM MO KPOBMK, eLLe CO BPpeMeH 3nbfa, 3Han C camoro
paHHero AeTCTBa: YUUIN ee K TOMY [HIO, KOr4a OHW, 6bITb MOXET, CTaHyT
MY>XUMHAMMN.

—Tbl 3Haellb, 3a4eM Thbl NPULLIEN, MabYMLLIKA?

—41 3Hato, 3a4em A npuLLen.

—Tbl NpyLWen Kak U3rHaHHyK 13 goma oTLa CBOero?
154 —4A npuLLen Kak U3rHaHHuK.



W oH ByaeT n3rHaHHMKOM 0 TeX Nnop, Noka He ogoneet Kopta. Ecnm
e KopT ofiofieet ero, OH OCTaHEeTC M3rHaHHNKOM YXKe HaBcerfa.

—Thbl BbIGpa opyxwme?

—41 BbIGpan opyxwe.

— KaKoBO ke TBOE Opyxue?

370 6bIN0 UCKOHHOE MPaBOo YUUTENS, ero LWaHC NPUroToBUTLCA K 6010
B 3aBMCMMOCTU OT TOr0, KaKoe OpY>K1e Bbl6pan yUeHuUK: MnpaLLy, Korbe,
CETb UMIN NIYK.

—NMoe opyxxve —/[lasug.

KopT 3anHyncs, BCero NuLlb Ha JOMK0 CeKyHabl. HO OH Bce paBHO
yamsuncs. NMoToMy UTO He OXMAaN HUYero Nogo6Horo. M ato 6bIi1o Xo-
poLuo.

MOoXeT 6bITb, XOPOLLIO.

—Tbl FOTOB BbIATY MPOTUB MEHS, Ma/lbunLLIKa?

—41 roTos.

—Bo nms Koro?

—Bo nms moero otua.

—HasoBu ero nws.

—CTuBeH [JuckeiiH 13 pofda 3nbaa.

—A Teneps K 6010.

W KopT noLuen Ha Hero rno Kopuaopy, nepeknabisas CBOK Manky ns
PYKM B pyKy. Manb4mKmn BCTPENEHY/NCh, KaK CTalika CMyraHHbIX MTUL,
KOrfa ux ToBapuLl, —Tenepb Y)Xe CTapLunil TOBapuLL, faH-ANH —Luar-
HY/1 eMy HaBCTpeuy.

Moe opy>kve —[laBug, yauTens.

MoHsan nn Kopt? Ecnu fa, To, BO3SMOXHO, Y>Ke BCe noTepsHo. Te-
rnepb BCe 3aBUCESO OT TOT0, KaK cpaboTaeT apeKT HEOXKMAAHHOCTH... U
eLLie OT TOro, Kak nosefeT ceds cokon. ABapyr [asug 6yaet paBHOAYLL-
HO CMAETb Y HEro Ha pyke, noka KopT BbILLMGAET eMy MO3ru CBOei T4-
YKENIO Nasikoi, a TO U BOBCe GPOCUT ero v B3NeTUT BbICOKO B >XapKoe
He60?

OHM CXOAWANCH, KaXKAbli —MOKa Ha CBOE CTOPOHE OT YepThbl.
Manbumnk HepOrHyBLUeli PyKOI CHAN C coKona Knobyyok. Knobyuok
ynan B 3eneHyto Tpasy. W KopT counca ¢ wara. Manb4ynK yBugen, kKak
KopT 6bICTPO B3rASiHY Ha NTULY, U €ro eANHCTBEHHBINA a3 LWNPOKO
pacnaxHyncs oT YAWBAEHUA W 3ano34anoro noHumaHus. fa, tenepb
OH BCE NOHAN.

—Hy bl 1 Npuaypok, —efnsa N1 He npoctoHan Kopt, n PonaHp,
BLPYI pa3o3/ncs, 4To ero Tak 0603sa/u.

—Bo03bMK ero! —KpUKHYN OH U BCKUHYI PYKY.

W [aBup copBancs C pyku, W B3feTesn, Kak 6e3MOBHbIN
XKVMBOW CHaps4; KOPOTKME KpblibA B3MaxHYNM OAuH pas, gpy- 155



roi, TPeTWiA, 1 BOT y)Ke KOFTK 1 KIoB BNuauce KopTty B nuo. bpbis-
Hyfa KpoBb.

— [Jasain! PonaHa! —B uccTynneHnn BbIKpUKHYn Katbept. —
MepBas KpoBb! MMepBas KpoBb Yy MeHsA Ha rpyan! —OH yaapun cebs
KyNakoM B rpyfib C TAKOW CW/OM, YTO CUHSK COLLEN TOMbKO Yepes He-
Lento.

KopT oTwarHyncs u, NoTepss paBHOBeCKe, ynas. TsKenbli NOcox
B3METHY/ICA, HO TLLETHO: YAapW/ OH TOMbKO Mo Bo3ayXy. Cokon npespa-
TUNCS B TPeneLLyLwuiA, CMa3aHHbI/i KOMOK MepbeB.

MasibumK pBaHy/ca K NMOBEKEHHOMY YYUTESIO, BbICTaBUB PYKY
nepep co6oii TBepAbIM KNIMHOM, TOKTEM Brieped. 3T0 Obl ero LWaHc. bbiTb
MOXXET, eJUHCTBEHHBII LLUAHC.

KopT uyTb 6bIn0 He yBepHycA. Cokon 3akpbiBas emMy MoyTh BeCh
00630p, HO TSHXKenas nanka onsTb NOAHANACH 3aTYMNNEHHBIM KOHLIOM Bre-
peg, 1 KopT xnagHOKPOBHO Npuber K e4MHCTBEHHOMY U3 OCTaBLLUXCA Y
Hero B apceHane NpremoB, KOTOPbIA MOF Obl MEPEIOMUTL CUTYaLMio B
€ero rosb3y: OH TPWXAbI Yaapun cebs no nuuy, 6e3KanocTHO Hanpsaras
MYCKYbI.

[JaBuna ynan, nckaneveHHolii. OgHO Kpbl/10 GeLLeHo 6110ch 0 3eM-
mo. Ero xonogHble, HEMMTatoLLMe r1as3a XMLHUKa BIUANCh APOCTHBIM
B30pPOM B OKpOBaB/ieHHOe nuuo KopTa, rge HespAuwii rnas cneno u
CTpALUHO Tapawuacs 13 rnasHuLpl.

Manbumk co Bcei cubl NHyn KopTa Horoii B Bucok. Mo naee Ha
3TOM BCe LO/MKHO BbII0 3aKOHYMTLCA: HO —HeT. Ha MrHOBeHVe nnuo
KopTa Kak-T0 06MsAK/10, a NOTOM OH PBAHY/ICSA W CXBaTUN ManbymKa 3a
Hory.

Manbuuk fepHyncs, OCTYMUACS W ynas, pacTAHYBLUWCH B TPaBe.
OTKyfa-To u3gasneka 0 Hero fOHeCCs UCMyraHHbI KpUK [okeimu.

KopT y)xe nogHAnAcs, rotoBblii ynactb Ha PonaHga v NonoXuTb KO-
Hew, NoeAuHKy. Manbumk yTpaTu/ CBOe MPeuMyLLEeCTBO, Y OHWU 06a 06
3TOM 3HanM. CeKyHAY OHW CMOTPESIN B rfiasa Apyr Apyry: YY4eHuK, pac-
MPOCTEPTHIN Ha 3eMJie, U yUnTeNb, CTOALLMIA Hag HUM. Tenepsb BCs neBas
CTOpOHa Nnua KopTta npespartunnack B CNAOLLIHOE KPOBaBOE MECUBO; €ro
HEe3PAYMIA F1a3 COBCEM 3aM/iblfl, OCTaIaCh SIMLLb TOHEHbKas NonocKa ben-
Ka. CerogHs KopT y>ke TOUHO He MOAeT No 6opaensm.

YTo-TO BNMMOCH B pyKYy Manbumka. Cokon. [asva, cieno pByLLyuii
KOTFTAMW BCe, A0 Yero Mor JoTaHyTbeA. O6a Kpblna nepedutsl. Hesepo-
ATHO, YTO OH BOOOLLIE eLLE XKMB.

Manbumk cxBaTu/ COKONa, Kak KameHb, He obpallias BHUMaHWUSA Ha
OCTPbIi K/OB, CAMPAtOLLMIA KOXY C ero 3anacTbs. W korga KopT KuHyn-
CA Ha Hero, OH NoA6pOCKN COKONa BBEPX.

—Bosbmu ero! Jasug! Yoeid!
156 Anotom KopT ynan Ha Hero, 3aKpbiBasi COG0 COMHLE.



Cokon pacnowmiacs Mexay HuMn. MasibumK NoYyBCTBOBaS, Kak
M0 ero INLY LWapuT MO30MCTbIV Nanew, HallynblBas rnasHuly. OH pes-
KO NMOBEPHYN rooBy, OAHOBPEMEHHO NpUNogHMMas 6eapo, 4Tobbl 3aK-
pbITbCS OT KONeHa KopTa, HaLeneHHOro eMy B Max, U TPYKAblI pybaHyn
pebpom NagoHn no wee yumTens. C Tem Xe yCrnexoM OH Mor 6bl 6UTb U
M0 KaMHHO.

Anotom KopT BAPYr M3Aan CAaBNEHHbIN CTOH. Ero Teno aepHynocs.
CnoBHO CKBO3b MNefieHy Manbyumk yBuen, Kak KopT waput pykoi no
3em/ie, MbITasiCb JOTAHYTLCSA A0 BbiMaBLUel Nasku. PBaHyBLUUCH 13 NOC-
negHux cun, PonaHg oTous ee HOrow B CTOPOHY, 3a Npegesibl 4ocAraemo-
ctu. Jasumg BUENMICS KOrtamu B npasoe yxo KopTa, a gpyroii nanoi
6e3Ka0CTHO pBa/1 EMY LLEKY, NPeBpaLLas ee B OKPOBaB/IEHHbIE TOXMO-
TbsA. Tennas KpoBb € 3anaxom Megy 6pbI3Hyia MaibuymKy Ha nLo.

KopT ygapun cokona Kynakom 1 croman emy cnuHy. Eule pas —u
wes JaBnaa n30rHynach Mof HEECTECTBEHHO OCTPbIM YrOM. HO KOrTu
eLle OKMMaNnCh. Yxa 60sblie He CyLLECTBOBa/O; Tenepb Ha ero Mecte
31sM1a OKpPOoBaB/ieHHas Ablpa. TpeTuid yaap 0TOpoCcKa COKona Mpoub.

CobpaB nocnegHUe cuibl, MabyMK py6aHyn KopTta rno nepeHocuue
pebpom NafoHu, Nepedbrs TOHKMIA Xpsly. CHOBa GpbI3HY/a KPOBb.

KopT BbiGpocun pyKy Bnepes, MbiTasicb BCENYI0 CXBATUTb Mafibun-
Ka c3aay, 4T0Obl CAEPHYTL C HErO LUTaHbl U CyTaTb HOru. PonaHg ynan,
OTKaTM/ICA B CTOPOHY, Halllynas nanky, KOTOpyr BbIpoHWA KopT, 1 nog-
HAICA Ha KOMEHW.

KopT ToXe BCTa/l Ha KOMEHW W YCMEXHYNCA CKBO3b MAcKy 3anek-
Lwerica kpon. OHM CMOTPENN B FNasa Apyr Apyry —W nx onsiTb pasge-
nAna vepta, TOMbKO Temepb UX MO3WLMM NOMEHAANCL, U KopT 6bin Ha
TO CTOPOHe, OTKyfa mpuwwen PonaHg. EAVHCTBEHHbIV 3pAYmii rnas
KopTa 6eLueH0 BpalLancs B rnasHuue. Hoc 6bin pacntoLLeH 1 CBEPHYT
B CTOPOHY, LUEKW NPEeBPaTUANCH B CM/IOLWHbIE OXMOTbS U304PaHHOA
KOXW.

ManbumK gepxxan nanky, Kak UrpoK SepXWT KIHOLKY, FOTOBSICb
yLapuTh MO Lapy.

KopT caenan Asa NOXHbIX BbiNaja, a noToM 6pocuscs Ha Hero.

Ho Manbuuk 6611 Hayeky. Tem 6osee UTO 3TO Bblna yboras ynoBka —
1 OHM 06a 06 3TOM 3Ha/In. lMasika U3 TBEpPLOro AepeBa onucana B BO3Ly-
Xe MNOCKYI0 fyry U C TNyXuMm CTyKoM yfaapunack o Yepen Kopta. Kopt
noBaanaca Ha 60K, Tapallach Ha MabymKa BAPYr NOMYTHEBLUWM, HEBU-
AALLMM r1a30M. V130 pTa y Hero NoTek/a TOHKas CTPYiKa C/OHbI.

—  Cpasalica unv ympu, —cKasan mMasbymk. Y Hero 6bi10o
CTPaHHOE OLLyLLIEHUE, YTO ero POT 3abMT BNAXKHOI BaTOiA. | cn



W KopT ynbi6Hyncsa. OH 6b11 noyTy 6e3 co3HaHWsA. MoToM OH Hefe-
N0 He BCTaHEeT C NOCTeNIN —W BCE 3TO BPEMSA OH MPOEXMT, YKPbITbIiA
UepHbIM MOKPOBOM F/Ty6OKOW KOMbI, —HO OH MOKa eLLe fepXKascs, Ha-
npsras BCe CU/ibl CBOEI 6e3)Xan0CTHOM 1 6e3ynpeyHoi xxm3Hu. OH yBu-
[len B rnasax y NapHULLIKK XefaHWe ycnbllwaTh OTBET, U XOTA uX ¢ Po-
NaHfoM Tenepb pa3fenua 3aBeca KpoBW, CTapblil yuuTeNb He MOT He
3aMeTUTb, KaKUM OTHasAHHbLIM ObL/10 3TO XenaHue.

—$1 cpatoch, cTpenok. A caarock ynblbasick. CerogHa Tbl MOMHWI
JINL0 CBOEro OTLA U BCEX CBOMX A0BMECTHBLIX NPesKoB. Thl CNaBHO Cpa-
Xancs v nobeayn.

3pauunii rnas Koprta 3akpbincs.

CTpenoK NeroHbKO MOTPAC ero 3a Mnaevo: MArko, HO HacTOMuMBO.
PebaTa yXe OKPY>XUu ero. VX pyku Tak 1 yecannch noxsonartb ero no
CMu1He, NoTpenartb Mo njedy. Ho OHW He peluanunch, YyBCTBYSA MPOM30-
LUeALLYIO NepemMeHy M CTpaLlach 3TON 6e34HbI, YTO Tenepb WX pasgenu-
na. W Bce e oHa Oblfia He TaKoM YXK W CTPALLUHON, MOTOMY UTO MexXay
PonaHzfoM v ocTanbHbIMUK BCerga bbina nponacTs. Beerga.

a3 KopTa onsaTb NPUOTKPLINCS.

—Kntou, —obpatnncs K Hemy CTpesiok. —$ xouy 3abpatb T0, YTO
NMPUHALNEXUT MHE MO MpaBy POXAEHUA, yunTenb. MHe HYXXeH Ktou.

OH nmen B BUAY PeBOsbBEPbI, KOTOPbIE NPUHAAJIEXKAN eMy Mo npa-
BY KpoBW. He Te OTLIOBCKMe, TsXesble, C PyKOATKaMy 13 CaHLa0BOro
[ilepesa... HO BCe-TaKu PeBO/bBEPbI. 3anpeLLeHHbIe 415 BCeX, KpOMe He-
MHOIMX 13bpaHHbIX. B kaMeHHOM noggasie Nnoj Kasapmoi, rae, CornacHo
JPEeBHUM 3aKOHaM, OH Ternepb JO/HKeH Obin NOCeNUTLCA (BAANM OT MaTe-
PUHCKOrO OMa), BWCENO ero YUYEHNYECKOe OpYyXue, THKe/ble rpoMOo3a-
Kve n3genunsa u3 ctanu u HuKens. OHW CNY>XUN eLLe OTLY BO BPeMs ero
yyeHuyecTBa. A Tenepb OTeL, CTan NpasBuTeseM, Mo KpaiHein mepe —HO-
MUHa/IbHO.

—TakK BOT B YeM NpuumHa? —npoluentan KopT Kak Bo cHe. —Tebe
TaK He Tepnenocb? [a, aToro i 1 6oanca. HeteprneHve TONKaeT Ha rny-
nocTu. U Bce-Taku Tbl Nobeaun.

—Krnou.

—COKO/... XOPOLUMIA TaKTUYECKMIA XOA. XOpOLUMiA BbIGOP OpYXKS.
W fonro Tbl ero HatackuBas, aToro raga?

—41 He HaTackuBan Aasuga. A ¢ HUM nogapy>xkuncs. Kniou.

—Y MEeHS Nnof NoscoM, CTPEsoK.

'na3 cHoBa 3aKpbIncs.

Crpenok 3anyctun pyky nog nosac Kopta, OLlyLLas faBfieHNe ero
XMBOTA, HaKayaHHbIX MbILLILL, KOTOPbIe Ternepb CTasn BANbIMU 1 6e3XKN3-
HeHHbIMW. Koy BUCeN Ha MeIHOM KosibLie. PonaHf cxan ero B Kynake,

CONPOTUBAAACL Ma/IbUMLLECKOMY NOPbIBY MNOABGPOCUTL KKOY B
158  BO3fyX B M06eAHOM cantoTe.



OH NOAHSANCA Ha HOTW M HaKOHeL, NOBepHy nca K pebaTtam, HO TyT
KopT BAPYT LOTPOHYACA [0 ero nofAbbkku. CTPenoK Ha MrHOBEHME Ha-
npsircsi, OMAacasaCb, YTO 3TO —MOCNEAHSS, OTYAsAHHAS MOMbITKA NOBEP-
YKEHHOr0 yunTens nobeguTs B 3TOW 6MTBe, HO KOPT MWL Norasaen Ha
iiero CHM3y BBEPX ¥ NMOMaHWA ero 3acKopys/bIM NasbLeM.

—Ceitvac a ycHy, —npowenTan KopT, o4eHb CNOKOMHO. —MOoxeT
6bITb, HaBCErAa, 1 He 3Hat0. A 60/blUe Tebe He yunTeNb, CTPENOK. Tbl
MPeB30LLEN MeHS, a Bedb Tbl Ha [jBa roga MOo/oXe, YeM Obl TBOM OTeL,
KOrfa npoxo4un UcnbiTaHUe, a OH Obln TOF4a caMbIM FOHbIM 13 Bcex. Ho
no3Bo/ib AaTb Tebe O4UH COBET.

—UT0 ewe? —Pa3apaxeHHO, HETepPneanBso.

—Tbl MO cAena NonpoLye, Connsk.

PonaHg pacTepsncs u caenan, Kak emy Benenm (Xots u 6e3oTyet-
HO; Ha CaMOM fief1e OH [Jae He NOHAS, YTO Y Hero 6b110 YTO-TO He Tak C
NNLOM).

KopT KMBHYN 1 NpoLlenTan 04HO C/OBO:

—Ilogoxaw.

-Uto0?

KopTy 6b1710 TPYAHO FOBOPUTb, U U3-3a 3TUX YCUAWIA, C KOTOPLIMM
OH BblfaB/iMBas M3 cebst KaXAoe CNOBO, €ro C/ioBa Npuobpeny ocobyto
3HAYMMOCTb U BbIPa3UTEbHOCTb:

—TIlycTb MONBa 1 NereHfa onepexxatoT Teds. 34eck ecTb KOMy pas-
HecTu MonBy. —B3rnsg KopTa MeTHy cs noBepx nieva CTpenka. —bbITh
MOXET, OHM BCe rnynubl. Ho nycTb MosiBa onepexxaeT Tebs. MycTb Ha
NnLe TBOeli TeHN oTpacTeT 6opoga. MycTb OHa CTaHeT TEMHee Y rylle. —
OH HaTAHYTO ynbl6HYNcA. —/[lali TONbKO BPeMS, 1 MOJIBa OKONAYET M
camoro KosgyHa. Tbl MOHMMaELLb, O YeM 5, CTPEOK?

—/[a. MNo-moemy, aa.

—W npumeLLb MOIi MOCNEAHWIA COBET KaK yunTens?

CTpenok KayHyncs Ha kabnykax —mosa ycTonumsas v 3agymyu-
Basd, NPeABOCXMLLABLLAA MPeBpaLLeHe Maibuymka B My>4uHy. OH no-
rNAAen Ha He6o. Hebo yxxe TEMHENO, Ha/IMBasACh MyPNypPHbIM CBEYEHU-
eM 3akaTta. [JHeBHas )apa Havana cnajatb, a MpayHble rPo30Bble TyuK
Ha rop130oHTe NpefgeLlanyt 4oXab. 3a MHOTME MWW OTCHOAa BUSTbI Crie-
NAWMX pa3psaaoB BOH3aIMCh B O0OKa 6e3MATEXHbBIX NPeAropuid, Hag Ko-
TOPbIMW NOAHUMANCh ropbl. A 3a ropamy —hoHTaHbl 6e3paccyAcTBa 1
KpoBw, 6btoLLme B Hebeca. OH ycTas. YCTanocTb NPOHUKAA 0 MO3ra KO-
cTeid. U ewwe rny6xe.

OH onycTun B3rnsag Ha Kopra.

—Ceifuac 1 xo4y NOXOPOHWTL CBOErO COKO/A, YUmnTe/b. A NOM0o3xKe
cXoXxy B HyKHWIA Topog v ckaxky Tam, B 6opaensx, ecnm KTo 6yaeT crnpa-
LUMBATb, FAe Thbl U YTO C TOOOA. MOXKET 6bITh, AaXKe yTeLly KOro-H1bYy b
13 TBOMX MOAPYXKEK, ECIN OHU OYEHb PacCTPOSTCS, UTO Thl He
NpuAaeLLb. nen



y6bl KopTa packpblnnch B 60/1€3HEHHO YCMeLLIKe, a MOTOM OH YCHY/1

CTpenok NoaHANCcs 1 06epHyNCs KO BCeEM OCTasIbHbIM.

—CoopyanTe HOCUIKM 1 OTHeCUTe ero IoMoid. MpueegnTe emy cu-
Jenky. Het, AByx cugenok. XopoLuo?

[Jpy3ba npogokany TapalmTbCa Ha Hero, 3aXBavyeHHbIe CyPOBOiA
TOPXXECTBEHHOCTHIO MOMEHTA, KOTOPbINA eLle HEBO3MOXHO 6bl10 nepe-
NOMWTb BO3BpALLEHMEM K py6Oit peanbHOCTU. VIM BCe NpeacTaBsnocs,
4TO BOT Ceiiuac Haf rosoBoi y PonaHaa BOCMbINAET OrHEHHbI HAMO
nK, BbITb MOXET, OH 06EPHETCA KaKUM-HUOY b 3BepeM MPAMO Y HUX
Ha rnasax.

—/iByX CMAenoK, —noBTOPUN CTPENOK W YNbl6HYNCs. OHU ToXe
YNbIOHYNNCL B OTBET. POGKO M HEPBHO.

—AX Tbl, YepPTOB MOTOHLLMK MyN0B! —BApYT BbIKpUKHYN KaTbepT,
pacnsibIBLUMCL B YNbI6Ke. —Tbl € HaM HWYEro He ocTasu/i, cam 060-
[pan Bce MACO ¢ KocTu!

—/[10 3aBTpa MVpP He U3MEHWUTCH, —NPOroBOpW/I, Y/blbasich, CTpe-
NOK, BCMIOMHMB CTapyto NOroBopKy. —AnaH, Tbl )Xona ¢ FpeHKoii. Yero
cTouwwb? [iBurain 3agHuLe.

AnaH B35/1C51 3a COOPYXXeHMe HoCKIoK; Tomac ¢ [keiiMn ymyanmch
npoub: cnepsa —B bonbLuoi 3an, a N0TOM —B nasaperT.

CTpenok n KatbepT ocTanunch CTOATb Ha MecTe, MSAA ApYr Ha Apy-
ra. OHu Bcerga 6bin 6M3KN —HACTOMbKO, HACKO/IbKO BOOGLLE MO3B0-
NANN CONN3NTLCSA OCTPbIE FPaHN UX OYEHb HECXOXMX XapakTepos. B ro-
PALLMX PeMMoCTbio rnasax Karbepra OTKpbITO YATANNCH BCE €ro no-
MbIC/Ibl, ¥ CTPESIOK efBa yAepXacs, 4Tobbl He MOCOBETOBATL APYrY OT-
NOXWTb UCMNbITAHWE eLLe Ha rOf, a TO 1 Ha BCE NOJITOPA, eC/IM OH He XOYeT
YWATK C MO30POM Yepe3 3anafHblii BXog. Ho OHM MHOroe nepexxunn sme-
CTe, ¥ CTPEeNOK NMOHUMAN, YTO, Kak Obl OH HU CTapasca 3Toro n3bexars,
€ero cnosa OyyT BOCNPUHATBI KaK NPosiB/IEHNE BbICOKOMEPUS U NMOKpPO-
BUTENIbCTBEHHOIO OTHOLLEHMS. «BOT, A y)Xe HauMHal0 NpoCcyUTbLIBATH
CBOV JECTBUS, AAXKe C APY3bSAMMW», —OAYMa OH, U EMY CTaN0 HEMHO-
ro He no cebe. ANOTOM OH NofgyMan o0 MapTeHe, 0 CBOE MaTepu 1 yiblo-
Hynca Apyry. Y nbl6Koin 06MaHLLMKa.

«MHe Hago 6bITb MepBbIM, —CKa3an OH cebe, B NepBbIii pa3 chop-
Myn1poBaB Ans cebs 3Ty MbIC/b, XOTS OH W Mpexzae 3afymblBa/ics 06
3TOM. —$ y>Ke MepBblii».

—Toiigem, —CKasan oH.

—Kak ckaxellb, CTPesokK.

OHM BbILLN 13 38/1EHOT0 KOPUAOpPa Yepe3 BOCTOYUHbIV BXoA; Tomac
1 [Hkelimmn yxxe BEpHYINCH U3 fla3apeTa v NpUBen CUAENOK, KOTOpble
OblNM NOXOXM Ha NPU3PaKOB B CBOMX NIErKMNX NIETHUX 6efbIxX HanaxoHax
C KPacHbIM KPECTOM Ha rpyau.

— MoXHO, s nomory Tebe NOXOPOHWUTL COKOa? —Cn

160 Kar6epr.



—  [a, KOHe4YHo, —CKas3a CTpeNioK. —51 cam X0Ten NonpocuTb Tebs
MHe MOMOYb.

ANo3)Xe, KOra Ha 3em/1e BoLjapuiach Houb M pa3pasniack rposa, Kor-
[a oAb X/TbIHYN FPEMALLMM MOTOKOM C HeGeC, Korja B BbILLMHE, TOUHO
UepHble NPU3pakm, KNyBbyunamch TyUr 1 MOMIHAM BCbILLKAMK FOTy00ro orHs
OMbIB&/IM U3BUNCTbIE NABUPUHTBI Y3KMX Yodek HukHero Fopofa, Kor-
[a KOHW CTOS/IN B CTO/Aax, CBECWB O/I0BbI 1 OMYCTUB XBOCTbI, CTPENOK
B35/ Ce0e XKEHLLMHY W BO3/ET C Held, KaK NPUCTa/Io My>UMHE.

370 6b110 NPUATHO ¥ BbICTPO. Korjaa Bee 3aKOHUYMUMI0Ch U OHW MOJYa
nexkanu 60K 0 60K, Ha ynuue noluen rpag, BolbrBas no KpblLlam CBOH
KOPOTKYHO XECTKY0 Apobb. [fe-To BHU3Y, AaneKo-Aaneko, KT0-T0 Hau-
rpbiBast pertainm «3i, [pkyay». CTpenok norpysuncs B pasgymbs. Y Tonb-
KO TOrfa, B 3TOM MO/4aHWM, NPepbIBAEMOM NKLLb APOObIO rpaja, yxe Ha
rpaHu CHa, eMy BAPYT NOLYManoCh: a Befb BMOHE MOXET Tak Nosly4mnTb-
Csl, YTO OH —TEePBbIA —OKaXKETCA U NOCAeAHUM

f

CTpenok, pa3yMeeTcs, pacckasan Masibumky [afeko He BCe, HO, BO3-
MOXXHO, MHOIO€ W3 TOro, 0 YeM OH YMO/Yasl, BCe PaBHO, Tak Wv UHauYe,
NposiBUNOCH B ero pacckase. OH [aBHO YXKe MOHAS, YTO 3TOT NapHULLKa
Ha yAVB/eHWe NPOHULIATENIEH 15 CBOWX JIET, U B 3TOM OH OY€Hb MOX0X
Ha AnaHa, 0611aAaBLUero Japom CONPUKOCHOBEHMS, COCTOSIBLUENO Hamno-
NOBVHY U3 YMEHWS COMepeXxxmsaTb, HarofoBUHY —WU3 YMEHUs YnuTaTb
MbICAN.

—Cnnwb? —Cnpocun CTPesok.

-Her.

—Tbl NOHSAN, 0 YeM fA Tebe rosopun?

—A Bbl lymaeTe, A TaKoil HENOHAT/IMBBIA, MU YTO? —CNpocKa
Ma/lbYMK C U3AEBKOW. —Bbl UTO, CMeeTech?

—Hwu B KoeM cnyyae.

Ho cTpesiok yxe BHYTPeHHe NpUroToBmnca sawmwarses. OH elle
HMKOMY He pacckasblBasl O TOM, KaK OH CTa/l My>XYMHOM, MOTOMY 4TO
BCerfja, Korja oH BCMOMWHaM 06 3TOM, ero pasgupany camble NpoTUBO-
peuymBble 4yBCTBA. KOHEUHO, COKOM OblN YECTHBIM OPYXMEM U BO BCEX
OTHOLLEHUSAX 6e3ynpeyHbIM, HO 3TO Bblal U 0BMaHHbIN Xof ToXe. XUT-
pocTb. W npeaatenscTBo. NepBoe 13 4ONroro paga: A4To, AeACTBUTENb-
HO cobMparoch 0TAATb 3TOro MaslbunKa YeNnoBeKy B YePHOM?

—4 noHaAn, —ckasan Masibumk. —3T0 Bbiia urpa, Aa? MNovemy nogu,
KOr[ia B3pOC/Ier0T, BCErga npogosmkatoT urpats? Ioyemy Bee, 3a UTO HU
BO3bMWCb, 3TO MWL MOBOA A/19 HOBOW UrpbI? A IHoAM BOOOLLE
B3pOCNetT? nmn npocTo BbipacTaroT? 161
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—Thbl eLLe 04eHb MHOTOr0 He 3Haellb, —CKa3sas CTPENoK, NbiTasiCh
clepXxaTb MeA/IeHHO 3aKUNaloLWwmiA rHeB. —T bl eLLe MaSIeHbKUIA.

—/[a. Ho 7 3Haro, KTO a4 4ns Bac.

—[a? N k10 )xe? —CTpenoK Becb Hanpsrcs.

—duuiKa B urpe.

CTpenky BApYr 3aX0TeNnoch B3ATb KAMEHb MOTSKENEe Y Pa3MO3XUTb
MapHIo ro/I0BY, HO BMECTO 3TOr0 OH CKasasl 04YeHb CMOKOIHO:

—/[laBain cnatb. Manbunkam HY>KHO Kak cneflyeT BbIChINaTbCs.

AB 0/I0Be Y HEFO NMPOHEC/IOCH 3X0 AaBHULLIHUX cioB MapTeHa: CTy-
naii 1 3aiiMmn CBOKO PYKY [ENoMm.

CTpenoK eLle Jonro cugen B TEMHOTE, OLEMeHEB OT 0OBSBLUENO ero
yaca. OH HUKOT ja HUYero He 604/1Ca 1 TO/bKO Ternepb ucnyrancs (nep-
Bblil pa3 B XKM3HW), YTO HAYHET cam cebs HeHaBuAeTb. 1 ckopee BCero
Tak v Oyzer.

Bo Bpems crefytoLLero nepmoga 604pcTBOBaHUS, KOrga XenesHas
[opora cfienana pe3kunii KproK 1 NoYTy BNIOTHYH NPUban3nnach K nog-
3eMHOM peKe, OHU HaTKHYUCb HA HEA0YMKOB-MYTaHTOB.

YBuaes nepsoro, [kelik 3akpmyan.

CTpenok cMoTpen NpsMo nepeq, coboit, kavas pblyar. Korga Manb-
UMK BCKPUKHY, OH Pe3KO NOBEPHY/ rofioBYy BMpaBo W pasrnagen gane-
KO BHW3Y KaKOM-TO LUap, CBETALLMIACA TYCK/bIM U THUIOCTHBLIM 3€/1eHO-
BaTbIM CBETOM. TO/IbKO Tenepb OH NOYYBCTBOBAJI 3anax: cfabbli, Henpu-
STHBIIA, CbIPOA.

3Ta 3eneHas Macca 6bla IMLOM —eC/M Takoe BOOOBLLE MOXHO Ha-
3BaThb NULOM. Hag NnpunalocHyTbIM HOCOM MepLanu BbiNMyYeHHbIe, HU-
YEro He BbIpaXXatoLLMe r1a3a, Kakune ObIBalOT TO/bKO Y HaceKoMbIX. CTpe-
JIOK OLWWYTWUN NPUCTYN rNyBUHHOr0, aTaBUCTUYECKOr0 OTBpaLleHus. OH
céuncs ¢ puTMa, 1 fipe3uHa HEMHOTO 3aMef/ina Xog,

CseTaLleeca n1uo 1cyesno.

—UYT0 37O 6bINO? —CMPOCK MA/IBUYVK, NPULBUTAACH NOGAMXKE K
CTpenky. —uro...

CnoBa 3acTpanu Tyrum KOMKOM B Fop/ie: OHM CO CTPEeNKOM NPOCKO-
4MIM MUMO elLLie TPOUX €nabo CBETALLMXCA B TEMHOTE CYLLECTB, YTO CTO-
AN MeXay NyTAMU U HEBUAUMOIA PEKOW M TyMo Tapalimiuch Ha nyTe-
LLIECTBEHHWKOB.

—HepoymMKn-myTaHTbl, —CKasan cTpesniok. —OHW BpsAA i Hac no-
TpesBoxaT. CKopee BCEro OHW Hac UCMyraanck He MeHbLLe, YeM Mbl —uX...

OfiHO 13 cyLlecTB CABUHYNOCL C MeCTa W MOLUIO NPAMO Ha
162  Hux, HeyktOXe BONOYA HOTU. Y Hero 6bIN0 NMLIO N3roNoAaBLLe-



rocs uguoTa. VIcToLLeHHOe ronoe Teno npeBpaTnaoch B 6yrpucTyto maccy
LynanbLeobpasHbIX OTPOCTKOB C MPUCOCKaMM Ha KOHLAX.

Manbumk onaTh 3aKpyuyan U NPYXKaIca K HOre CTPesika, TOYHO Uc-
MyraHHBbIA nec.

OfHO 13 LWynasew, NPOTAHYI0Ch Hag MI0CKOWA NiaTthopmoi apesn-
Hbl. OT Hero Naxno CbIPOCTbiO M TeMHOTOM. CTPenoK OTAYCTWA pblyar,
BbIXBATW/T M3 KOOYPbI PEBO/ILBEP W BLICTPENNA B HEAOYMKa —TPAIMO B
no6. ToT oTneten npoyb. Ero ceBeyeHne —MyTHO-3e1€HOE, KakK OrOHEK
Ha 60/10Te, —yraco, C/I0BHO NyHa Npu 3aTMeHUn. CTPesioK U Manbunk
HEBO/IbHO 3aXXMYPUNCh. BCrblliKka OT BbICTPENa eLle A0r0 NnepenvBa-
nacb ropaWyMU NCKpamy Ha OTBLIKLLEA OT CBeTa CeTyaTke. 3amax Cro-
peBLLEro Nopoxa 6bi1 Pe3KMM, MPOH3UTENTbHBIM 1 YY)KUM B STOM KaMeH-
HOM CK/Iene.

MosBmauCh elle MyTaHTbl. X 6b110 MHOrO. HMKTO noka He Hana-
[an B OTKPbLITYIO, HO OHW NOAXOAUAW BCe 6AvkKe 1 BavKe K penbcam —
MO/IYa/IMBOE, MEP3KOe COOpPULLE NIOOOMbITHBLIX 3€BaK.

—Tebe, ecnm uTo, Hago ByAeT MeHS 3aMeHUTb 1 NOKayaTb pblyar, —
ckasan cTpesiok. —CmMoxeLlb?

-Aa.

—Toraa npuroToBbCA.

MasibumK BCTan pagoM C HAM, CTapasch AepXaTbCs Kak MOXHO yC-
TonumBee. OH He CMOTpPE/ MO CTOPOHAaM, YTOObl HEHAPOKOM He pasrns-
[eTb 60/bLUE, YeM HY)XHO. Ero B3rnsg To/bKO Me/lbKOM BbIXBaTbIBa U3
TEMHOTbI C1a60 cBeTALMecs urypbl MyTaHTOB. Manbumky 6bi10 cTpat-
HO, HO OH XOPOLLIO iepXKancs: Kak 6yaTo camo AP0 ero CyLUecTsa, Tams-
LLee B cebe NamsTb 6ECUMCNEHHBIX MOKONEHNIA, KaKM-TO 06pa3om npo-
COUMIOCH CKBO3b MOPbI KOXM 1 06pa30Bano HEBUAMMBIN LWUMT. XOTSA ecnn
Y MaJib4uKa eCTb CNOCOBHOCTM K CONMPUKOCHOBEHMIO, MOAYMan CTPESOK,
TO BMOJIHE MOXET OblITh, UTO TaKOM LWNT AEACTBUTENBHO ECTb.

CTpenoK paBHOMEPHO Kayan pblyar, HO He YBENUYMBaN CKOPOCTb.
OH 3Has, YTO HeLOYMKM-MyTaHTbl MOTYT MOYYSATb 3anax ux cTpaxa. U
BCE XKe OH Obl/1 YBEPEH, YTO M3-3a OAHOTO TOMIbKO WX CTpaxa MyTaHTbl He
HanafyT. B KOHLEe KOHLIOB OHM C ManbyuMkoMm 6binu 13 mupa cseta. U
OHW 6bININ HOPMa/IbHLIMU, «A06PbIMIY. «KaK >Xe OHM [OMXKHbI Hac HeHa-
BUAETL! —NOAYyMasn CTPENOK v BAPYT 3a4ancs BONMPOCOM: —A Ye/I0BEK B
yepHoM? OHU ¥ ero HeHaBuaennu? Het. HaBepHoe, BCce-Takun HeT. Lnu,
MOXET BbITb, OH MPOLLEN MAMO HMUX He3aMeUeHHbIM, KakK TeHb OT YepHO-
o Kpbl/ia B YepHOTEY.

ManburK caaBneHHo BCKpUKHY . CTpenok noBepHyn ronosy. Yert-
BEPO MYTaHTOB, CMOTbIKAACh Ha K&XKAO0M Luary, ciefoBani 3a Ape3viHON.
OfMH 13 HUX YXKe TAHYN PYKK, 4TOObI yXBaTUTLCA 3a Kpail Nnathopmbl.

CTpeniok OTAyCTUA pblyar 1 BbICTPENNA 13 PEBOJIbBEPA —BCE TaK
e HebpexHo, nouTy NeHnBo. Myns nonana B ronosy 6amxaii-

LLIEero K HAM MyTaHTa. TOT M3gan LWyMHbIA BCXAWM, 60/bLue No- |



XOXWIA Ha B3A0X, U BAPYT 3aynbibancs. Ero pyku obinm BanbiMu 1 6e3-
YKM3HEHHbIMW, TOYHO J0XNas pblba; nanblbl CAUNANCE APYT C SPYroMm,
KaK nabLibl MepyaTky, NPoBansABLLECs AOr0e BPEMS B MOAChIXAtOLLEN
rpssu. OfHa M3 3TMX MePTBEHHLIX Nan cxBaTuia Mabuymka 3a Hory u
noTsaHyna.

Manbyuk 3aKpyyan B MO/HbIA FO0C —B FNYXO0i TULLIMHE 3TOW rpa-
HUTHOM yTPOGbI.

CTpenioK BbICTPENWA eLle pa3 —MyTaHTy B rpydb. TOT NpUHAICA
nyckaTb C/IIOHW CKBO3b GecLBeTHble rybbl, pacTAHYTble B UANOTCKOW
YXMbINKE. [DKEeNK yr)Ke Hayan cnonsatb ¢ nnatdopmbl. CTPenoK cxBa-
TWN €ro 3a pyKy W cam efBa He ynai: TBapb OKas3anacb Ha yAMBNEHUE
CUNbHON. CTPenoK Bcaawn ewe oAHy Ny MyTaHTy B rofiosy. OfuH
rnas norac, Kak cBeva, 1 BCe XKe MyTaHT NPoAo/MKan TaHYTb. OHW Moya
6oponnch 3a M3BMBatOLLIEECS, Kopyalleecs Teno [keiika. Kaxaplid Ta-
HYN Ha cebs, Kak JeTULLKW, KOT4a OHW, 3arafas XenaHue, oMatoT Kypu-
HYHO KOCTOUKY-LYXXKY. YKenaHue MyTaHTa 6b1710 BMO/IHE 04EBUAHbIM —
XO0pOoLLOo noobeaaTs.

[pesnHa nocteneHHo 3ameansina xod. OCTa/lbHble MyTaHTbl YdKe
NPUOANKAINCD: YBEYHBIA, XPOMOIA U cnenoii. MoXeT 6bITb, OHM MPOCTO
nckanm Mucyca, KoTopblii 6bl X CLENNA U BbIBEN U3 TbMbl Ha CBET, Kak
BOCKpecLuero Jlasaps.

«BoT 1 Bce. MapHIO KOHeL», —NoAyMasn CTPesioK, C NopasuBLIMM
ero camoro crokoricteremM. K atomy Bce 1 wwio. Bpocail ManbuuLwKy v
XXMM Ha pblyar nav 60prch 3a Hero o KoHLUa 1 normnbai BMecte ¢ HUM. B
Nt06OM Cnyyae NapHI KOHeL,

OH 130 BCEX CM/T pPBaHYN Ma/lbYyMKa 3a PYKY W paspsana peBosbaep
MYTaHTY B XXMBOT. Ha KaKoIi-TO Y>aCHbIlA, 3aCTbIBLLMWIA BO BPEMEHW MUT
TOT elLe cunbHee BLenwacs B [keika, v NapHULLKa ONATb Havan cnos-
3aTb ¢ nnatopmbl. A noTom apsabnas, CTyaeHNCTas nana paxanach, 1
MYTaHT, NO-NPEXHEMY YXMbINSASCb, NOBAMACA HUUKOM MEXAY Pefbca-
MW —103341 3aMefNAIOLLEN X0 APe3nHbI.

—9 pyman, Bbl MeHs 6pocuTe. - [lapeHek paspblgancs. - 4 ay-
Mau... MHe nokasanoce...

—/[lepxmchb 3a Mol Mosc, —KOPOTKO 6pocun cTpenok. —Kpenko-
KPEMKo epXXNCb.

PyKka napHWLIKM BLENWAACh EMY B PEMEHb; MabYMK CYLOPOXKHO
NOBUN PTOM BO3YX, C/IOBHO 3abIXasChb.

CTpenok cHOBa B3A/1CA 3a pblyar 1 NPUHANCA KauaTb; Ape3nHa no-
TUXOHbKY Habupana ckopocTb. HefOyMKN-MYTaHTbI OTCTYMWN Ha Luar
1 Habnoanu Tenepb, Kak OHY yexatoT. VX Heyenoseveckme nnua (Ha-
3BaTb MX YE/I0BEYECKUMM MOXHO ObIf0 ¢ 6OMbLIOKA HATSXKKOW, pasBe
YTO TONbKO M3 XaNnocTn) nsnydanu cnadboe gochopecumpyroliiee cee-

YeHune —TaK CBETATCA CTPaHHble rTy60KOBOAHbIE PbIObI, XU-
1~4  BYLLME MOA FTHETOM YepHO TOLLM MOPCKOI BOAbI. DTW LA He



Bblpakanu HU 3/10CTW, HN HEHaBNCTU. HMKaKNX YyBCTB He Ten/in/ioch B
6eCCMbIC/IEHHO BbITapaLlleHHbIX 1a3ax, pa3se YTo Obl10 Tam YTO-TO Mo-
x0xee Ha NoNy6ecco3HaTeNbHOE UANOTUYECKOE COXAIEHUE.

—OHWU y>Ke BbILOX/INCb, —CKa3an CTPesoK, N HanpsXXeHHbIE MbILU-
Libl BHU3Y XXMBOTa HEMHOIO paccnabunmncb. —OHN...

HefoyMKn-MyTaHTbl HAbpocann KamMHen Ha penbCebl, NepeKpbIB NyTb.
MpaBga, paboTann SIBHO Hacnex: packmfgaTb 3TOT 3aBasl — MUHYTHOE
Aeno. Ho um Bce paBHO NPULLINIOCL OCTAaHOBUTLCSA. W1 KTO-TO AO/MKEH OblN
CMYCTUTLCA C NNATPOPMbI 1 Y6paTh KAMHM C PeNibcoB. ManbunK ryxo
3aCTOHaN Y elle TeCHee Npuancs K cTpenky. CTpenok oTnycTun pbl-
yar. [ipe3nHa 6ecLuyMHO NojKaTuiach K 3aBany W, B34POrHyB, OCTaHO-
BMNACh.

HefoymKn-myTaHTbl ONATb NPMOAMKAIUCh: Kak ByATO CAyyaitHo,
C/IOBHO TaK Y>X OHO NOYYUIOCh, YTO OHW NPOXOAUAN MUMO, 3a6/1yMB-
LUMCb B HECKOHYAEMOM CHe BO Mpake, 1 BOT Habpenu Ha Koro-To, y Koro
MOXXHO ByieT cripocuTb fopory. CoopuLLe NPOKNATLIX Ha NepenyThbe Nnog
TOSILLENA APEBHUX CKa.

—OHMU Hac cXBaTAT? —CMOKOMHO CNPOCUN MalbYyTaH.

—Hert. Momonyn noka, nagHo?

CTpenok ornsgen rpyay kamHeir. MyTaHTbl —Xunble, U3ron0aaB-
LUMecs CyLlecTBa —He CMOI/IM NMPUTALLMTL Ha MyTW MO-HACTOALLEMY
KpYMHble KaMHU. TaK, MefIKMe KaMeLKuW, YTOObl TONIbKO OCTaHOBUTL Ape-
3MHY 1 3aCTaBUTb KOIO-TO U3 HWUX CMYCTUTLCA...

—Cnyckaiics, —pacnopaguncs ctpenok. —lpuaeTcs Tebe noTpy-
anTbes. A5t Tebsi NPUKPOIO.

—HeT, —npowenTan MmanbunkK. —IlloxanyiicTa.

—451 He Mory fjaTb Tebe peBO/bBEP U He MOTY TacKaTb KaMHW 1 OfHO-
BPEMEHHO CTPeNsATb. Tak YTo BbI6Opa y Hac HeT.

[bkeiik BAPYr Haya/ AUKO BpallaTb Ffasamu, MOTOM COAPOrHy/Cs
BCEM Te/IOM, HaBEPHOE, B TAKT CBOMM 3aMEeTaBLUMMCA B Y>Kace MbICNAM,
HO Y)Ke B CliefyHoLLYH0 CEKYHAY OH MeJ/IeHHO CMon3 C NAaThopmMbl U Npu-
HANCA pacLIBbIpMBATh KAMHW MO CTOPOHAaM, CTapascb He CMOTPETb Ha
MYyTaHTOB.

CTpesnok »xpan ¢ peBonbBepammn HaroTose.

[lBoe MyTaHTOB, NOLIATbLIBAACL HA XO4Y, ABUHYNUCH K MabumKy,
BbITAHYB BA/ble PYKKW, KakK 6YyATO CnensieHHble 13 TecTa. PeBonbBepsl
3Ha/IM YTO JienaThb: KpacHO-6enble BCMbILWKM NPOH3UIN TbMY, BINUBLLIUCH
urnamm 60am CTpenkKy B rnasa. Ma/lbumK 3akpuyasl, HO paboTy He npe-
Kpatu. Mepeg rnasamy CTpesika 3aniscanm npuspadHble 6amku. OH
BOOOLLE HU YepTa He BUAEN, 1 3TO ObINO Xy>Ke BCero. Bce npeBpatuioch
B ApOXaLliye TeHW U pacn/ibiByaTble NATHA.

OfMH 13 MyTaHTOB, KOTOPbI/ MOYTW COBCEM W He CBETW/I-

CA, BHE3anHO NPOTAHY/ K NapHULLKe CBOW KOLUMapHble nanbl,  j~5



BnaxHble rnasa MyTaHTa, 3aHUMaBsLUve J06OpYI0 NOMOBUHY ero nnua,
3aKaTuImnCh.

[JoKelK onaTb 3aKpuyan v passepHyscs, roToBACh K Apake.

CTpenok paspsann peBosbBepbl, He paspeLuas cebe faxe 3afyMaTb-
CAl, 4YTO OH fAenaeT, —unHaye cOMTOE BCMbILLKaMU 3peHne MOro 6bl ero
noABecTyW, OTAABLUMCh NPeSaTeNbCKOM APOXbH0 B pyKax: rof0Bbl MyTaH-
Ta 1 MafibumnKa OblI BCETO B HECKONbKMX [toliMax Apyr OT Apyra. Ynan
MYTaHT.

JDKelK pacLuBbIp1BasT KaMHW, TOYHO B UCCTYMIEHUW. MyTaHTbI TOS1-
MUAUCL YyTb NOOAANb, MOKA elle Mo Ty CTOPOHY HEBUAMMON KpaliHeit
uepTbl, 38 KOTOPOIi OCTaHeTCs TO/bKO PBaHYThCA B aTaky. Ho OHu Mano-
nomay npubnmxanunce. M okasanucb Tenepb cocem 6am3ko. Mogxo-
annn apyrue. VX Yncio yBenmymBanocb HenpectaHHo.

—J/lagHo, —Cka3san cTpenok. —/laBaii 3abupaiics. BbicTpee.

Kak TONbKO ManbyvK CLABUHY/CA C MECTa, MyTaHTbl 6poCUInCh K
HUM. [Kelik nepemaxHy/ Yepes 60pT, LWAEMHY/CSA Ha NaaThopmy 1 TyT
XXe MOJHANCA Ha HOTW; CTPEJIOK YiKe MOLHa/IEr Ha pblyar —n30 BCex CuJl.
PeBO/IbBEPLI CHOBA fEXann B Kobypax. Ceiivac yxe He J0O CTpenbObl:
Hafl0 YHOCUTb HOTW.

Mep3kue nanbl LWenanu no MetTasiMyeckoi nnatgopme. Tenepb
Ma/buuK fepXKancs 3a Nosc CTpesika obermy pykamu, BXaBLUMCb NN-
LIOM eMy B NMOSACHULY.

MyTaHTbI BbI6EXaIN Ha PefbCbl, UX ULa BbIaIM UCNOJSTHEHbI BCE TOM0
e 6e3yMHOro, OTpeLLEHHOro npeasKyLueHns. CTpenok 6yksanbHo -
3MYECKM OLLYTW MOLLHbIA BbIGPOC agpeHanHa B KpoBb. OH Kayan py-
KOATKY C YJBOEHHOW COM —Ape3nHa MYanach no penbcam CKBO3b TbMy.
OHW Bpe3annChb B Xankyto Kyuky M3 YeTbIpex WA MATU HEYKIHXKMX
MYTaHTOB. Te pa3neTennch B CTOPOHbI, TOYHO FHW/ble 6aHaHbl, COUTbIE
CO CTBONA.

Bce panblue n ganblue Brepes. B 6e33ByYHON, 310BeLLeld, CTpeMu-
TeNbHOMN TbMe.

CnycTa, HaBepHOe, Lieflyto BEYHOCTb Ma/lbYMK BCe-Taku 0TopBascs
OT CMUHbI CTPenKa 1 NOAHAN IMLO HaBCTPeYy BO3AYLUHON CTpye: emy
6bI/10 CTPALLHO, HO OH BCE PaBHO XOTeN 3HaTb. lMpu3payHble 0T6MECKM
BCMbILLEK OT BbICTPE/IOB BCe elle nasacanv y Hero nepef rnasamu. OH
HUYEro He yBUAE/, KPOME KPOMELLHOMN TbMbl, U HUYETO HE YCAbILan,
KpOMe peBa BOfbI B PEKE.

—OHWU oTCTaIM, —CKa3as NapHULLIKa U BAPYT UCNYTascs, YTo MyThb
ceilyac 060pBETCS BO TbME M OHU CETAT C PeNbCOB NOA MMOenbHbIi Fpo-
XOT Ape3unHbl, NpeBpaLlatoLLeiics B UCKOpPeXeHHble 0610Mku. Korga-To
OH €3/1/1 B aBTOMOOUNAX; OLH&KAbI €70 OTeL, FHa/ MaLlMHY Mo4 Ae3sHo-

CTO MW/b B Yac Ha MarucTpanu Heto-[yKepcu, 1 ero ocTaHoBUAN
166 sa npesbiwenve ckopocTu. (MONNLEHCKNIA, KCTaTK, He B3sN



[BafLaTKy, KOTOpYIo nana oTaan eMy BMeCTe C npasamu, U Bbinucan emy
KBUTaHUMIO Ha wTpad.) Ho OH B XXM3HW He e34uNn BOT TakK: BC/ENyto,
Korja BeTep X/IewWweT u Tbl 60MLLLCA BCEr0O —W TOro, YTO C3a4u, U TOro,
YTO Ccrepean, —Korja WyM Peku pa3HOCWUTCA, C/IOBHO HeA06pbIA CMeX.
Cmex YenoBeka B YepHOM. PyKu cTpesika 6binn Kak MopLuHu o6e3ymes-
LLIero YyenoBeKa-aBToMaTa.

—  OHw oTcTanu, —HeyBepeHHO NOBTOPW/ MasibunK. BeTep BbipBas
C/10Ba y Hero 130 pra. —Tenepb MOXHO exaTb noTuile. Mbl OT HUX OTO-
pBasInCh.

Ho cTpesnok ero He ycrbiwan. OHY Myasiuch Brepes —B Hen3BecT-
HOCTb 1 TEMHOTY.

A

OHw exann 6e3 NPOVCLLECTBUIN TPU «AHSA» NOAPAL.

0

A BO BpemMs YeTBepTOro nepmoga 604pcTBoBaHUs (Ha cepeanHe?
Ha Tpex YeTBEPTAX? OHWN AaxKe He 3HaIN —MPOCTO OHU eLLe He yCTanu
HacTO/bKO, YTOObI OCTAaHaBAMBATLCA Ha OTAbIX) YTO-TO PE3KO yaapu-
N0 CHU3Y B fiHULLE NNaTopMbl, Ape3nHa NoKayHynach, U Tena nyTe-
LLIECTBEHHMKOB HaKpeHWINCb BMPaBo, KOrfa penbCbl KPYTO CBEPHY-
NV BNeBO.

Briepeam 3abpexun CBeT —TYCK/Oe CUsSHME, HACTOMbKO Hesfell-
Hee 1 Yy>KepoAHOe, YTO Ka3asiochb, ero 13fyyaet Hekas HeseLoMas CTu-
XUA: He 3eM/Il U He BO3AYX, He BOAAa U He oroHb. OH 6blin 6eCLBETHLIM,
3TOT He3[eLUHWIA CBET, 1 Pacrno3HaTb ero MOXXHO 6bIf0 NWLLL MO TOMY,
YTO UX NULA U PYKW CTaNn Tenepb pasimymmbl He TONbKO Ha OLLynb. X
rnasa cfenanmcb TakuMmM YyBCTBUTE/IbHLIMU K CBETY, UTO OHU pasrns-
[enu 310 cnabeHbKoe cusiHMe Bosee YeM 3a NATb MW/ [0 TOTO, Kak npu-
6AM3NINCH K €r0 UCTOYHUKY.

—Tam BbIXOf, —XPWJIO BbILABUA MaslbuyMK. —Tam BbIXOS,

—HeT. —CTpenok npomnsHec 3T0 CO CTPaHHOI YBEPEHHOCTbIO. —
ELle HeT.

W pelicTBuTeIbHO —HEeT. OHU BblexXanu Ha CBET, HO TO Bbln He CBET
COSTHUA.

Mpr6AN3NBLUNCE K UCTOYHWKY CBEYEHWS, OHWN YBULENN, UTO KaMEH-
Has CTeHa cfieBa OT NyTeid ucyesna, a psagom ¢ Ux penbcamm T4-
HYTCA W [pyrue, CMNeTascb B 3aMbICNOBaTyO nayTuHy. CBeT



npespaLLan Ux B ropsiLlime BEKTOPbI, YX04sLlMe B HUKyAa. Ha HekoTo-
PbIX NYTAX CTOANN YepHbIe TOBAPHbIE BarOHETKM U MacCaXXMPCKMe Kape-
Tbl, IPUCNOCO6NEHHDBIE ANA e34bl N0 pe/bcaM. CTPenky CTaso He Mo cebe.
3T BpOLLEHHbIE KapeTbl OblM Kak MepTBbIE NPU3PaYHbIe FaNeoHbI, NO-
rNoWeHHbIe NoA3eMHbIM CapraccoBbiM MOPEM.

Cset cgenanca apye. NepBoe Bpems OH 60ME3HEHHO pe3asn rnasa,
HO MOCTEMEeHHO rnasa NpuBbIKaau K ceeTy. OHW BbIGMPaIUCh U3 TEMHO-
Thl Ha CBET, KaK HbIPANbLUKN, MEASIEHHO MNOAHUMAIOLLMNECS N3 MOPCKMX
rNyouH.

Brepean NpoTAHYNCA OrPOMHBIA aHrap, YXoA4AwWmMiA Bo TbMy. 3Ty
YEPHYI0 FpoMagy MpOpesanu XKenTble KBafpaTbl CBETa: MPUMEPHO ABE
LIOXMHbI Bbe34HbIX BOPOT. KasaBLuvecs noHavany pasMepom € OKOLLKM
B KYKO/IbHOM [JOMMKe, OHW BbIPOC/IN [0 ABaALaTh (0yTOB B BbICOTY, KO-
fa fpesvHa npubnunsmnnacs K HAM BNAOTHYK. CTPenoK ¢ MajlbyYuKoM
BbEXa/IM BHYTPb Yepes BOpPOTa, Pacro/oXeHHble 6vxe K LeHTpy. Hag
HMMK ObIIN HaYepTaHbl Kakune-TO He3HakoMble OyKBbl. CTpenky noka-
3a/10Ch, YTO 3TO OAHA M Ta e HAANNCb, HO TOMbKO Ha pasHbIX A3bikax. K
ero HeckasaHHOMY W3yMJIEHMIO, eMy YAal0Cb pa3obparb NOCMEeSHIOH
(hpasy. Hagnuch Ha npassbike Boicokoro Cnora rnacuna:

MYTb 10. HAPY>KY.
MEPEXO[ HA SAMNAAHYHO NMHNHO

BHyTpK cBeT 6b11 Aipye. PefibCbl CXOANANCH, CINBANUCH APYT C APY-
roM MOCPEeACTBOM C/IOXKHOW CUCTEMbI CTPE/OK. 34echk Jaxe paboTanu
HEKOTOpbIe CUTHaNbHbIE (POHAPK, MEPEMUTMBAACH U3BEYHBIMU OTOHbKa-
MM: KPacHbIMK, 3e/IeHbIMU Y AHTAPHLIMMU.

OHW NPOKaTUINCh MeXAY ABYMS KAMEHHbIMU BO3BbILLEHUAMN THNa
NMpPcoB, 60Ka KOTOPbIX JaBHO NOYEPHENN OT NPOXOXAEHUS COTEH U CO-
TEH PefibCOBbIX IKUNAXKEN, U OKas3annchb B FPOMafHOM 3ane Harnogobue
BOk3ana. CTpenok npekpaTun KavaTb pbluar. JpesnHa MefieHHO oCTa-
HOBW/IACb, U OHW OTNIAENUCH MO CTOPOHAM.

—Tloxoxe Ha Hally noA3eMKy, —CKasan napHuLLKa.

—Ha uto noxoxe?

—/[la HeT, 3T0 51 TaK. Bbl Bce paBHO He nolimeTe. {1 cam y>Ke He NOHK-
Mato, 0 Yem roBOpHO.

Manbunk B306pancsa Ha 6eToHHYH nnatgopmy. OHM CO CTPENKOM
ornagenn 6poLleHHble KMOCKMW, Tae KOorja-to npojaBaiuck rasetbl U
KHVXXKM, 0OBETLIABLUYIO 00YBHYIO N1aBKYy, OPY>KeWHbIA MarasuHumK
(CTpenok, MCMbITaBLWMA BHE3aMHbIA MPWUAMB BO3BYXAEHUSA, NOXMpan
rnasamy BAHTOBKW U PEBO/IbBEPbI, BbICTAB/IEHHbIE B BUTPUHE, HO, NPU-
CMOTPEBLUMCb NOJyYLLE, OH C pa3oyapoBaHWEM O0OHApYXWA, Y4TO WX

CTBOJbl 3aNUTbl CBMHLOM. OH, OfHaKo, B3f1 YK U KOMYaH C
168  MPaKTUYeCcKn HUKYZa He roAHbIMK, NI0X0 cbanaHCUPOBaHHbI-



MU cTpenamu). Bbin 34eCh U MarasuH XXeHCKOro nnatbs. [ge-To pa6o-
TaN KOHAWLMOHepP, 6e30CTaHOBOYHO MEPErOHAN BO3AYX YXKe He OfHY
ThICAYY /1T, —MW, BUAVMMO, BPEMS €ro NoAXOAUIO0 K KOHLY. BHyTpn y
Hero yxxke gpe6e3ano, HanoMKHas 0 TOM, YTO MeyTa Ye/loBeKa O Bey-
HOM JBuraTene, gaxe Npu NOALepXXaHMM camblX 61aronpusTHBIX ycC-
NOBWIA, BCe paBHO OCTaeTCca MeuTol nauoTta. B Bo3ayxe YyBCTBOBaCH
KaKoW-TO MeTanIMYecknin npuekyc. LLlarn otgasanmcb B NpoCTpaHCTBe
rAyXum, 61eK/bIM 3XOM.

—O0! —BbIKPUKHYN ManbymK. —3M...

CTpenok 06epHyncs u nogowesn K Hemy. Manbumk CTOAN nepeq
KHWKHOI NaBKOW M CMOTPEN CKBO3b CTEK/IO KaK 3aBOPOXKEHHbI. BHYT-
pw, B CamMOM fanbHeM yray, cugena mymus. Ha Heid 6bina cuHas gopma
C 30/10TbIM KaHTOM —Cy/a Mo BUAy, hopma KOHAYKTOpa Wiv NpoBos-
HMKa. Ha KoMeHAX y MyMumn nexkana ApeBHSs, HO Ha yAWBEHWE XOPOo-
LU0 COXpaHMBLLAsCA raseta, KOTopas, OA4HaKo, paccbinanacb B Mblb,
KOrja CTPenoK K Heli MPUKOCHYCS. JIMLO MyMMU HaNoOMUHAMO0 CTapoe
cMopLUeHHOe 16/10K0. CTPenoK OCTOPOXHO KOCHY/ICA UCCOXLLEN LLEKN.
B3Bunnock nerkoe 06/1a4uko Mbiau, 1 B LeKe 0bpasoBanach Ablpa, Yepes
KOTOPYHO MOXHO 6b1/10 3ar1siHyTb MyMuUn B poT. Bo pTy 6/1ecHyn 30/10-
TOI 3y6.

—Ta3, —npobopmoTan CTpenoK. —PaHbLUe ymenu nNpon3BoAnTb
ras, KOTOpbIiA Tak fgelicTBoBasl. To ecTb Tak roBopun BaHHW.

—YuunTeNb, KOTOPbIA y4na Bac N0 KHUram.

—[Ma. OH.

—OHK BOEBa/IM, —MpaYHO NMPOrOBOPWUA MalbumK. — W y6rBanm
Jpyr Apyra aTuMm caMbIM Fasom.

—/[la. MNoxoxke, Tbl Npas.

Bbinu 3geck 1 gpyrue mymmun. He T0 UT06bl MHOIO, HO Gbinn. Beero
OKO/10 AIOXMHbI. Bee, KpoMe ABYX 1 TpeX, Obinv 04eThbl B CUHIOK (DOp-
My C 30110TOli OTAeNKoi. CTPenoK pewwmn, 4To ras nycTuan, Korga Ha
CTaHUMU He 6bIN0 KapeT ¢ naccaxumpamu. Bo3mMoXKHO, B He3anamsTHble
BPEMeHa 3Ta CTaHUMA NPUHsNa Ha cebs yaap Kakon-H1Mbyaps apMnm, AaB-
HO KaHyBLUEli B BEYHOCTb —KaK ¥ MPUYMHA CaMOiA BOIHbI.

3TN MbIC/IN €r0 YrHeTanu.

—[aBaii-ka nydie noingem otctoga. — CTpenok Hanpasuncs 06-
paTHO K AecATOMY NyTW, rfe cTosna ux gpesnHa. Ho Ha aToT pas masib-
UMK €ro He MOC/YLIA/ICA N OCTa/ICA CTOATb Ha MeCTe.

—F51 HMKyga He noigy.

CTpenoK B N3ymneHumn obepHyncs.

JNnyo y manbumka nepekocuiock. Ero ry6el gpoxxanu.

—BbI Bce paBHO He NOMy4MTe TO, YTO BaM HYXXHO, NMOKa 51 XKMB. Tak
4TO A NyuLle 0CTaHycb TyT. M cam nonpobyto BbibpaThCs.

CTpenoK YKNOHYMBO KMBHY/, HEHaBUAA Cebs 3a TO, YTO OH
ceilyac cenaet —uT0 cobupaeTca caenatb.



—/agHo, [keik, —cKasan OH 0YeHb TUX0. —OoNrmx AHein u npu-
ATHBIX HOYEA.

OH OTBepHy/CA, NOLOLLUEN K KPato NAatopmMbl U NIEFKO CNPbITHY/
BHW3, Ha Ape3nHy.

— Bbl 3aK10UNAN KaKyHO-TO clenky! — KPUKHY/T MalbyuK emy
Bcned. —C KeM-To Bbl forosopunucek! A 3Hato!

CTpenok monya CHAN € njeya NyK U OCTOPOXHO Y/IOXMU/ €ro 3a
T-06pasHbIii BbICTYN B MOy APE3UHbI, YTOObI C/lyYaiiHO He MOBPEANTb
€ro pblyarom.

ManbymK cKan Kynaku, ero nnuo npespaTuiocs B Macky 6onu.

«[la, ManeHbKOro 06MaHyTb JIErk0, —YTPOMO MoAyMa CTPESIOK. —
CKONbKO pas3 ero 3ameyvarenibHas UHTYULMS —aap CONPUKOCHOBEHNA —
nofcKasbiBasia eMy 3Ty MbIC/b, HO Tbl BCE BpeMsi CO1Ban ero ¢ Tonky. A
Beflb, KPOMe Tebs, Y HEr0 HET HNKOIO, TO €CTb BOOOLLE HUKOIO».

BHe3anHo ero nopasuna npocTas Mbic/b, 60/bLLUE NOXOXas Ha 03a-
peHue: BCEro-TO U HY)XXHO, 4TO HPOCUTbL BCE 3TO K YUEPTOBON MaTepu, 0T-
CTYMMUTbLCSA, NOBEPHYTb Has3af, B3ATb C COO0K NMAapHWLLIKY W CAenaTh ero
CpefoTOYMEM HOBO CWfbl. Henb3s NpuinTu K ballHe TakuM YHU3UTEeNb-
HbIM, HEJOCTOWHbIM MyTeM. [yCTb ManbuYuMK BbIPACTET, CTAHET MYXUM-
HOW, 1 TOrA4a MOXKHO ByAeT BO30OHOBUTL 3TOT MNOX04 —MNOTOMY UYTO OHU
BBOEM CyMefn Obl OTLUBbLIPHYTb YeN0BEKA B YEPHOM CO CBOEI0 NyTH,
KaK [eLleBeHbKYH0 3aBOLHYIO UMPYLLKY.

«Hy pa, pas6exancs», —LUMHUYHO Nogymarn CTPeNoK.

[MoTOMY YTO OH MOHAN, OCO3HAT C HEOXKMARHHBIM XNaAHOKPOBUEM,
YTO ceifiyac MOBEPHYTL Hasaj 03Ha4YaeT NOrMbHYTL —06oMM. Vnn eLuge
TOro Xy>e: 6bITb NOrpe6eHHbIMM 3aKMBO NOA, TOALLER rop, B KOMMAaHUN
HeZl0yMKOB-MyTaHTOB. Mef/leHHOe yracaHve, yMCTBEHHOe U (hn3nyec-
Koe. V1 MoxeT BbITb, PeBOLBEPLI €r0 0TLA HA0Mr0 NEPEXMUBYT MX 060-
UX 1 NPEBPATATCA B TOTEMbI, XPaHUMbIE B 3arH/BAOLLLEM BEIMKOENUN,
Kak Ta 6eH30KONOHKa.

«[posBU MY>XeCTBO», —/IMLEMEPHO CKasas OH cebe.

CTpenokK B3s/CA 3a pblyar v NPUHANCA KauaTb. [pesnHa ABUHYach
MpoYb OT KAMEHHOW NIaThopMmbl.

Manbunk 3akpudan: «MogoXkanTel» —u 6pocunca Hanepepes ape-
3MHe, K TOMY MeCTY, Iie OHa CHOBa [0/MKHa 6blna BbexaTb BO TbMY TOH-
Hens. CTpenok efga He NOAAICA BHE3ANHOMY MCKYLLEHMIO NPM6aBUTb
CKOPOCTb U 6pOCUTL MasibumKa 30eCb —B OfMHOYECTBE, HO XOTS Obl B
CNacuTeNbHON HeN3BECTHOCTY.

Ho BMeCT0 3TOro OH NoAXBaTUN MaSlbYyiKa Ha fIeTy, Kora ToT Cnpbir-
HYA C N1aTopMbl Ha ABVKYLLYOCS APE3nHY. KEK NpUKancs K Hemy.
Ceppue NapHULLKM Nof TOHKOW py6allKoii 6eLleH0 KONOTUOCh.

Bbixog, 66111 ke 6/13KO.
170 KoHeL, 6b1n 6113KO.



PeB peku cTan Tenepb 04YeHb FPOMKVM, 3aMOMHNUB CBOUM MOLLHbIM
rPOXOTOM fAaXe WX CHbl. CTPEeNoK, CKopee M3 NPUXOTU, HEXENN M3 Ka-
KWX-TO VHbIX COOOPaXKEHWIA, BpEMS OT BPEMEHU MepeaaBan pblyar Masib-
UMKy, a caM MOCbifan B TEMHOTY CTPefbl, MPesBapuTensHO NprBs3aB K
KabK[0i MO MPOYHOIA HUTW.

Jlyk oKasancs COBCEM HUKY[BILLIHLIM. XO0TS C BUAY OH COXPaHWCs
COBCEM HEN/0X0, TETVBA He TAHYNAck COBCEM, U NpuLen 6bin cout. CTpe-
NOK cpasy MOHAN, YTO TYT Y>Ke HUYEro He Ucnpasmiub. [jaxe ecnum nepe-
TAHYTb TETWBY, Kak NOAHOBUTbL TPYXNSBYIO ApeBecuHy? CTpenbl yneTa-
NN HefjaNeKo, HO NOCNeAHsNS BepHY/ach Hasaf MOKPOA U CKOMb3KOWA.
Korfa Masib4mK Cnpocwus, CKOMbKO TaM [0 BOfbl, CTPEOK TO/IbKO Noxan
naeyYamu, HO MPO cebs OH OTMETWI, YTO eCIV NPUAETCS CTPENATb U3 NyKa
MO-HaCTosALLEMY, TO peaslbHO MOXHO PaccUnTbIBaTb APAOB Ha LUeCTbAe-
CAT —fa 1 TO eC/IN O4EHb MOBE3ET.

A peB peKku CTaHOBU/CS BCE FPOMYE, BCe BNXKE.

Bo Bpems TpeTbero nepuoga 604pcTBOBaHUSA, MOCNE TOFO Kak OHU
MWHOBaNM CTaHUMIO, BNepeay OnsTh MoKasancs NpuspayHsblii ceeT. OHK
BbEXaSIN B A/IMHHbIA TOHHE/b, NPOPEe3aroLLMii TONLLY KaMHsl, OT/IMBaB-
LLIEro XXyTKOBaTbIM CBeYeHUEM. BnaxHble CTeHbl TOHHENSA NOBeCKM-
Ba/IM ThiCAYEl KPOLLEYHBIX NepeMBYaTbIX 38e3404eK. MabumK Ha3Ban
NX M3-KynaembiMu. Bce BOKPYr Npro6peno HaneT Kakoii-To TPeBOX-
HOIi MppeanbHOCTH, KakK 3TO OblBaeT B KOMHAaTe Y)KacoB B Mapke aT-
TPaKLMOHOB.

Cavipenblii peB MOA3EMHOI PeKy NeTeN MM HaBCTPeYy Mo rysKoMy
KaMeHHOMY TOHHESTH, KOTOPbIN CAYXW KaK Bbl eCTECTBEHHLIM YCUN-
Tenem. Ho BOT UTO CTpaHHO: 3BYK OCTaBasiCA BCErfa HEM3MEHHbBIM, axe
TOrJa, Korfa oHu CTanm NpubAmKaThes K TOUKe NepeceyeHus, KoTopas,
KaK 6bl/1 yBEPEH CTPENOK, JOMKHA HAXOANTLCA BNepeam no xogy —cyas
M0 TOMY, YTO CTeHbI TOHHE/A Ha4a/In paccTynaTbCs. Yron nogbema cae-
nancs Kpyde.

Penbebl, 3aMTble NpU3paYHbIM CBETOM, YXOLWAN MPSMO Brepes.
CTpenKy aTu CKOMMeHUA 13-KynaeMbIX HanoMmHanm Tpybku ¢ 60noT-
HbIM ra3oM, KOTOpPble MHOTAa NPoJaBanu B Ka4ecTBe YKpaLLeHWiA Ha ap-
MapKe B YecTb BonbLuUoii YKaTBbl; MaslbYMKy —HEOHOBbLIE aMMbl, MPo-
TAHYBLUMECS B 6ECKOHEYHOCTb. HO B 3TOM MepLatoLLEeM CBETE OHM 0ba
pasrnsgenu, YTo CTeHbl TECHOTO TOHHENS AeCTBUTENBLHO paccTynatoT-
€A 1 06pbIBAOTCA BNEpeam ABYMS 3a3yO6PEeHHbIMU AIMHHBIMU BbICTYMa-
MW Haf, NPOBaIOM TbMbl —PONACTbiO Haj, PEKOIA.

MyTy NPOACMKANNCh U Hag HeBeOMOV 6e34HOI —10 MOCTY BO3pa-
CTOM B BEYHOCTb. A Ha TOW CTOPOHe, B HEBOOOPa3MMO fanw,
Masiuuna KpolleyHas To4Ka CBeTa: He Mpu3payHoe mepuaHume v j\



KaMHel, He OTPaXKeHHOe CBeYeHWe, a HACTOALLIMIA, XXMBOIA CBET COMHLa —
TOYeuUKa, KPOLLIeYHas, Kak NpoKo oT 6ynaBKK B NIOTHON YepHOA MaTe-
pUK, 1 BCE XE UCMONHEHHAsA NyratoLLero CMbIcna.

—OcTaHoBWTECH, —MOMPOCKUN ManbynK. —Iloxanyiicta, ocTaHo-
BMTECb. Ha MUHYTOUKY.

CTpenok 6e30 BCAKMX BOMPOCOB OTMYCTWUA pblyar. [pesunHa ocTa-
HoBunack. LLIym peku npeBpaTuncs B HEMPECTaHHbIA POKOYYLLMIA peB.
HeecTecTBeHHOe CBEYEHME, CXOASALLEE OT BNIAXKHBIX KAMHEN, CTas10 BAPYT
OTBPAaTUTE/IbHbIM U HEHABUCTHBLIM. TO/bKO TeNepb, B NEPBbLIA pas, CTpe-
NOK NOYYBCTBOBa/1 MPUKOCHOBEHWE OMEP3UTE/LHOI Nanbl KnaycTpogo-
61N 1 HacTosATENbHOE, HEOJONMMOE MOBYXKAEHNE BbIGPATLCA OTCHOAR,
BbIPBaTbCA M3 3TON rPaHUTHOA MOTU/bI.

—Ham npugeTcs npoexatb 34eCb, —CKasan MasibumMk. —OH 3TOro
X04eT? YToObl Mbl NOEXANN Ha APE3NHE Haf 3TOM... Had 3TUM... U yMaau
Typa?

CTpenok 3Ha, 4To OTBET BYJeT —HeT, HO CKas3a/ Tak:

—$1 He 3Hat0, YEro OH XOUuer.

OHM cnyCTUAKCH C NIAT(OPMbI Y OCTOPOXKHO MOLOLLIIN K Kpato Mpo-
Bana. KaMmeHb nog HoramMm Npofos/mkan nogHMMaTLCS, NoKa BHE3arnHo He
060pBa/ics KPYTOI OTBECHOW CTEHOM, YXOAALLEN B MPonacTb. A pefbCbl
6exxanun fanblue —Hag YepHOTON.

CTpenok onycTuica Ha KONMeHn 1 rnsHyn BHU3. OH pasrnsgen 3a-
MbIC/10BATOE, NMOYTW HENPaBLONOLO6HOE CM/IETEHNE CTa/IbHbIX PACMNOPOK
1 6a/loK, TEPAIOLLMXCA B TEMHOTE, B BOAAX PeBYLLEl pekn. ST banku
CYXXWUAK ONOPOIA FPaLMo3HO N30MHYTOM apKy MOCTa, MPOXOASLLEr0 Hag,
MycTOTOIA.

OH nipepcTaBui cebe, YTO MOTYT CAeNaTh CO CTa/lbiO BOAA U BPEMS B
CBOEM YOUIACTBEHHOM CcOt03e. CKOMIbKO OCTaN0Ch eNCTBMTENbHO NPoY-
HbIx ornop? Masno? Bcero Huyero? CumTaHHble efUHNLIBbI UK, MOXET,
BOOOLLE HW 0AHOI? TMepes ero MbIC/MEHHbIM B30POM BAPYN BO3HWKIO
ANLO TOW MyMWU, N eMy BCMOMHUOCh, Kak MA0Tb, Ka3aBLuascs ¢ Buay
NPOYHON, pacchinanach B Mbl/b, €4Ba OH MPUKOCHYCA K HEl NabLeM.

—Moligem newkom, —cKasan OH, BHYTPEHHE MPUrOTOBMBLUNCH K
TOMY, YTO MaU/IbUMK OMSATb 3ayNPAMMUTCS, HO TOT NEPBbLIM CTYMWU/T HA NYTK
1 YBEPEHHO 3aLuaras no CTa/lbHbIM NnTam MoCTa, MOBEPX KOTOPbIX OblIn
MONOXeHbI penbebl. CTPENOK ABUHY/ICS CMEAOM, CTapasich AepXKaTbes Mo-
6/Ke K NapHULLKE, Y4T0ObI yCneTb NOAXBATUTb €ro, ecnu [pkelik Bopyr
OCTynuTCA.

CTpenok 4yBCTBOBaS, KaK ero Koya MoKpbIBAeTCA IMMKOIA ncnapu-
HOIA. 3cTaka/ja AaBHO NporHMnaa. Hactnun mocta 6peHYan y Hero nog Hora-
MW, NEroHbKO MOKauMBancs Ha HeBUAMMbIX TPOCaX, COTpAcaeMblii Byp-

HbIM NOTOKOM, 4TO rpemMen BHW3Y. «Mbl —akpo6aTbl, —104yMas
172  oH. —CmoOTpK, Mama, TYT HeTy ceTKu. CMOTpU, A fiedy».



OfvH pa3 OH ke BCTasl Ha KOJIEHW 1 BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPES Lwna-
Jlbl, MO KOTOPbIM OHW Waraan. LLinansl nporHnnu, a penbcobl 6b11m n3be-
[eHbl pXXaBYMHOM (1 MO BMO/IHE OYEBMAHON MPUYMHE: Tenepb CTPESOK
4yBCTBOBa/1 Ha /ML TOKW CBEXEro BO3LyXa, KOTOPbIM, Kak WU3BECTHO,
JPYT BCAKOW NOpun. 3HAYMT, NOBEPXHOCTL y>Ke coBceM 6/113K0). CTpe-
NOK yZ,apun no HAM Kynakom, 1 Npopykasenblii MeTann 3aTpsices. B Ka-
KOI-TO MOMEHT Yy HEro Moj HoraMu pasgasics NpeaocTeperaoLmnii ckpe-
XeT. OulyLleHve BbI0 Takoe, YTO CTa/lbHOe MOKPbLITVE BOT-BOT NPOJIO-
mMuTCs. Ho CTpenok y>e MMHOBas OnacHoe MecTo.

Manb4uk, camo coboii, Becun Ha SO6PYHO COTHHO (hYHTOB MeHbLLE
CTpesika, U 415 Hero nepexof AO/MKEH OblTb OTHOCUTENLHO 6Ge3onac-
HbIM - eC/nn Janblue He ByJeT Xyxe.

bpoLeHHas gpe3nHa yxxe pactasna Bo Mpake. KaMeHHbI nmpc —
TOT, YTO CfieBa —NPOTAHYNCS eLle (hyTOB Ha ABafLaTb BAO/b PE/bCOB:
JaUbLue, Yem npasbli. HO 1 OH TOXe BbICTPO 3aKOHUWACH, U TENePb OHM
LUAW Hag MPONacTbio 6e30 BCAKUX BOKOBbIX OFPaXXAEHWIA.

CnepBa UM Kasasiocb, YTO KpOLLIeYHas TOYKa JHEBHOIO CBETa Ha TOl
CTOPOHE HUCKO/IbKO He MpUOAMKaeTCs, a OCTaeTCs BCe TaKOi Xe apas-
HALLe fanekol (ecnu BoobLLe He OTCTYNaeT NPoYb C TON YKe CKOPOCTbHO,
C KaKoli OHU NPOABMraloTCs K Heli —3To Oblo Bbl HaCTOALLEe BOLLIED-
CTBO), HO MOCTEMEHHO CTPE/IOK OCO3Ha/1, YTO MATHO CBETa CTAaHOBMUTCS
Lumpe v sipye. MNoka OHO eLle BbIN0 BBEPXY, HO PESIbChl HEYKIOHHO LUK
Ha MOABEM.

AnNOTOM BAPYT Ma/lb¥yuK BCKPUKHY W OTAPSIHY/ B CTOPOHY, B3MaX-
HyB pyKamu. Kakoii-To Mur oH 6anaHCMpoBan Ha CaMOM Kpato, HO 3TOT
MUT NOKa3asca CTPenKy HeBOOOPasnMO LOMM, a MOTOM CHOBA LUArHy N
Briepes.

—OHa efiBa Nogo MHO He 06BanIMNack, —CKasa OH TVIXO0 W COBEp-
LUEHHO 6e3yyacTHO. — Tam fbipka. Bbl nepectynute, ecim He XOTUTE
FPOXHYTbCS BHW3. CaliMOH rOBOPUT: CAenaTb rMraHTCKUiA Lwar.

CTpenok 3Ha 3Ty Urpy, ToNbKO Y HUX OHa HasblBaiach «MartyLuka
roBopuT». B feTcTBe OHM YacTo B Hee urpau: oH, Katbept, Mxeimu un
AnaH. Ho OH He CTa/ H4ero roBopuTh, a MPOCTO NepecTyni Yepes onac-
HOe MecCTO.

—Bo3Bpawaiitech Hasag, —ckasan [keiik 6e3 ynbibku. —Bbl 3a-
ObIN CKa3aTb: «A MOXHO MHE?»

—TpoLy npoLyeHus, s He nogymarn.

LLInana, Ha KOTOPO OCTYNUACA ManbyuK, MOYTW MOMHOCTbIO OT-
neTena v packaumBanach Tenepb Haj NPONacTbio Ha NPOP)KaBeson 3ak-
nenke.

Beepx. Mo-npexHeMy —BBepX. ITa fopora 6bina Kak KoLIMapHbIii
COH: OHa Ka3asiaCb HaMHOrO A/IMHHee, YyeM Gblsia Ha caMmom fene. [axe
BO3AYX Kak OyATO CryCTW/ICS U CTa Kak NaToka; y cTpeska 66110
CTPaHHOE OLLyLLEHME, C/IOBHO OH He MAET, a nnbiBeT. CHoBa Uy j»



CHOBa ero npecnegosaia 6e3yMHas, HaBsA34MBast MbIC/b O XXYTKOA myc-
TOTE MeX/y NPOrHMBLUMM MOCTOM ¥ PEKOVi BHI3Y. EMy npefCcTaBnsamch
APKME XKMBble KapTUHbI, KaK 310 OYAET: CKPeXeT MeTansia, yXoasLlero
M3-NOJ HOT, TE/I0 KNOHUTCHA B CTOPOHY, PYKW MbITAOTCA YXBATUTLCA 3a
HeCyLLeCTBYHOLLMe Nnepuna, NOoLOLLUBbLI CO CKPUMOM CKOMb3AT Ha npefa-
TeNbCKOM MPOpPXKaBesiol cTanun, a NOTOM OH CPbIBAETCS BHW3 U NIETUT,
nepeBopayvBasch Ha neTy. Tennas CTpys 3a1MBaeT nax —aTo NogBen
MOYEBOI My3bipb. BeTep x/eweT B ML, TPENSET BOMOCHI, OTTArMBaeT
BEKM, TaK YTO Aaxe rnasa He 3akpoeLlb. OH MUMTCS HAaBCTpeyy TeMHO
BOfE... ObICTPEe, eLle BbICTPee... Onepexxast CBO COOCTBEHHbIN KPUK...

MeTann nog Horamy 3acKpeXeTas, HO CTPENIOK PeLunTesibHO Lwar-
HY/ Bnepes, OH He YCKOPWA Lara v cTapascs He Aymatb 0 Nponactu BHU-
3y, 0 TOM, CKOJIbKO OHM Y>Ke MPOLLIN U CKOJIbKO eLle 0CTasloch NPORTM.
OH cTapancs He fymaTb O TOM, YTO NapHULLKOW NPULETCS MOXEPTBO-
BaTb W UTO Tenepb HaKOHeL, LieHa ero YeCcTu MoyTK YTo onpefeneHa. [o-
rOBOPEHHOCTb MOYTW JOCTUIHYTA, 1 CKopee Bbl YK BCE paspeLumnocs!

—TYT He XBaTaeT TPeX LUNas, —CrnoKonHO coo6Lwun MaibyunK. —5
6yay npbirate. [asait, IxepoHnmo! Bnepea!

B conHeyHoM cBeTe, Npo6KBaBLLEMCS C TOV CTOPOHLI, CTPEOK YBU-
[en ero cuyaT, Ha MrHOBEHWE CIOBHO 3aBUCLLNIA B BO3AYXE B HEYK/IHO-
Xei, pacnnacTaHHON nose, ¢ PaCKUHYTLIMWU B CTOPOHbI pykamu. Kak
6yL4TO ManbyMK rOTOBMWJICS NOMETETb, €CAIM OH BAPYM HE CMOXET A0-
NPbIrHYTb. OH NPU3EM/IUIICS, U BCA KOHCTPYKLMSA NOKauHynack. Metann
MPOTECTYIOLLE 3aCKPEXEeTas1, M YTO-TO YNaso JaNieKo-AaneKo BHU3Y: crnep-
Ba pasfasica rpoxor, a NoToM —BCM/ecK.

—Hy 410, NepenpbIrHyn? —cnpocun CTPENOK.

—/[la, —cKa3an Masibynk. —HO TyT BCe HAaCKBO3b MPOrHWo. Kak
MbIC/IM HEKOTOPbIX Ntofel. MeHs eLLe, MOXeT ObITb, BbILEPXUT, HO BaC —
yKe BpsAg nv. Bosspalyaiitech. Bo3Bpaluaitech Ha3ag v OCTaBbTe MeHS.

"onoc MasbymKa 6b11 XONOAHBIM, U BCE XKE B HEM C/IbILLASIUCH UCTe-
PUYHbIE HOTKU. OHW KOMOTWU/NCH, KaK BeLLeHbI My/bCc; TOYHO TaK Xe
6unoch cepaue NapHULLKK, KOrAa OH CrPbIFHYN Ha Ape3nHy ¢ nnathop-
Mbl, 1 CTPesIOK MOAXBaTW/1 ero Ha fety.

CTpenokK nerko nepewarHyn yepes nposom. NMpocto caenan war
nowimpe, u Bce. 'uraHTckuid war. MaTylwka, MO>KHO MHe? [la-aa,
MO>KHO.

Masbunka 6una gpoxb.

—Bo3Bpawyaiiteck. H He Xo4y, YTOObI Bbl MEHS youIu.

—Pagwn no6bsm Yenoseka ucyca, He CTOR, —PSABKHY/T CTPESTIOK. —
Wawn. 3Ta Wwryka TO4HO 06BaNMTCA, eCnv Mbl 6yem CTOATb TYT U Npenu-
paTbCs.

Tenepb ManbyuK LUeA, MOLIATbIBAACh, KaK MbsHbIW, BbICTABMB Me-

peq coboii poxKaLlye pyKu 1 pacTonbIpyB NasbLpl.
17A OHM nogHMManuCh.



[a, 30ecb Bce Npop>kaBeso eLLe cunbHee. MponoMb! LUMPUHON B 0AHY,
[iBe, aTO U TPU LWNa/ibl MOMajanch BCe Yallle, M CTPE/OK Havas yke ona-
CaTbCsl, YTO B KOHLLE KOHLOB Tam By/eT Takoli LUMPOKMWIA NPoBaJl, YTo UM
npuaeTca nMbo NOBEpHYThL Hasad, MO0 MATU MO CamMuMM penbcaM, 6a-
NaHCMPys Ha roNOBOKPYXUTENbHOW BbICOTE HaZ NPONacTbIo.

CTpenok cMOTpesn MpsiMO Brepes, He OTpbIBas r1a3 OT NATHa CBeTa.

Tenepb cnsHMe 06peno LUBET —rony6oiA, —u N0 Mepe TOro Kak OHU
NPUGIMKAIUCL K MCTOYHMKY CBETA, OH CTAaHOBW/ICS BCE MSArYe, 1 CBeYe-
HMe M3-KynaemblX Ha KaMHsAX MocTeneHHo 6egHeno. CKOMbKO eLle UM
natn? Narbgecat apgos? C1o? MoHATb 6bII0 CNOXKHO.

OHu wnm Brepen. Tenepb CTPeNoOK CMOTPeN cebe nof Horu, nepe-
CTynas Cco Wnanbl Ha LWNay, a Korga CHoBa MOAHAN rasa, CusatoLLee
NATHO NPEBPaTUIOCH B AbIPY: 3TO BbI Y)Ke He MPOCTO KPYr CBETA, a Bbl-
xog, OHu gownu. MoyTy gownu.

TpuauaTb ApAoB, He 60/bLUe. [JeBAHOCTO KOPOTKMX LIAroB. 3HauuT,
He BCe MoTepsiHO. MOXKET OblITb, OHY elle AOrOHAT YEe/IOBEKA B YEPHOM.
MOXeT BbITb, NOA APKUM COSTHEYHLIM CBETOM LIBETHI 3/1a Y HErO B MbIC-
NSIX 3aBSHYT U BCE CTaHET BO3MOXKHbIM.

Uto-TO 3aCn0HMI0 COBOIA CBET.

CTpenoK B3fpOrHy/, MOAHAN rNa3a K CBETY —TaK C/Ienoii KpoT BbIT-
NALLIBAET U3 HOPbl —1 YBUAEN TEMHbIA CUY3T, NEPEKPbLIBAIOLLMIA CBET,
MOrNOLLAIOLLMIA CBET: OCTA/ICh TO/bKO ApasHsLue roaybble MONOCKM
Mo KOHTYpPY M1y 1 B paspese MexKay Horamu.

—TpwmBeT, pebsTal

"010C YenoBeka B YePHOM NPOKATUICA FPOXOYYLLMM 3XOM M0 3TOM
rYNKOA KaMEHHOW rNoTKe, NpugasLUeli 3By4aBLUEMY B HEM CapKasmy
[OMNONHMTENbHYIO cuty. CTPenoK cfeno noLlapua pykoi B KapmaHe B
nomnckax YentocTn-kocTu. Ho ee He 6bino. 'ge-To oHa notepsnack. Cru-
Hyna, ucyepnas BCHO CBOKD CUNY.

UenioBeK B YEpPHOM CMES/ICA, W 3TOT CMeX 06pyLUMBaNCA Ha HUX
CBEpPXY, 6UCS, TOUHO NPUOOIA 0 KaMHU, 3aN0NHAN CO60i Newwepy. Masb-
UMK BCKPUKHYN W BAPYT NOLUATHY/ICA, B3MaxHyB pyKamu.

MeTann nog HUMK ApoXkan v rHyncs. MeaneHHo, Kak BO CHe, pefib-
Cbl NepeBepHyNMcb. Manbumnk copsancs. Pyka B3MeTHynach B BO3LyXe,
TOYHO Yalika BO TbMe, —BbILLE, eLLe Bbllle. A MOTOM OH MOBUC Hag, Mpo-
NacTbio, U B €ro TEMHbIX rNasax, YTo 6yKBabHO BNUAUCH B CTPESIKA, 6bl10
3HaHWe —cnenoe, nocnegHee, 6e3bICXOLHOE.

—IMomoruTte MHe.

W packatuctoe, rpemsLLee:

—Bce, WwWyTKM B CTOpOHyY. Mourpanmn n xeatut. Hy naw »xe, CTpenok.
VHaue Tebe HMKOra MeHsi He MoiMaTh!

Bce dmwku yxe Ha cTone. Bee KapTbl OTKPbITHI. Bee, KpoMe 04HOVA.
MasibumnkK BMcen Hag NponacTblo, Kak 0XKMBLUaa Kapta Tapo: lo-
BELLEHHbIN, PUHUKNIACKNIA MOPSIK, HEBUHHAs XKEPTBa, NMOTEPSH- |



Has Aylla B MpadHbIX Bofax afcKoro mMops. OH elue AepXXUTCS Ha BON-
Hax, HO Y)KE CKOpO MOMAET KO AHY.

Mogo>kay, nogo>kaun.

—TakK 470, MHe yiTn?

KaKoi1 y Hero rpoMkuia ronoc. MeLlaeT cocpeaoTounTbCS.

MocTapaiicsa H1Yero He NCNOPTUTb. BO3bMU HECKNAAHYIO MECHIO W
cenai ee nyuLue...

—TIlomorute mHe. Nomorute mHe, PonaHg,.

MocT npogomkan KpeHnTbcs. OH CKpeXeTan W pasBaiMBasics Ha
rnasax, cpbiBasi KpenaeHus, NoaaaBasch...

—CrTano 6bITb, 8 nowen. CHacTIMBO OCTaBaTbCS.

—HeT!Morogu!

W cTpenok npbIrHyn. Horn camy nepeHecnn ero oueneHesLuee, na-
pann30BaHHOEe BHYTPEHHUM CMSATEHMEM TeNo Haf, NapHULLKONA, NOBUC-
LIMM Haj NponacTbl0 — HACTOSALWMIA TMTaHTCKWIA LWar B 6e30rNs4HOM
PbIBKE K CBETY, UTO 06eLLan yKasaTb NyTb K ballHe, HaBeKu 3aneyaT/ieH-
HOWi B €ro AyLLe 3aCTbIBLIMM YEPHbIM CUTY3TOM...

K BHe3anHoi TUKHe.

CunyaT, 3aKpbiBatoLWnii cBeT, ucues. CepjLe CTpenka Ha MrHOBe-
HVie 3amMep/io B rpyaum, Korga MocT 06Banunics 1, COpBaBLUMCH C Onop,
nosieTen B NPonacTb, Kpyxacb B NocnefHeM MefeHHOM TaHue. CTpe-
NOK YXBaTU/ICS PYKOI 3a 31U TbIi CBETOM Kpail KAMEHHOI0 MPOKATUS.
A'y Hero 3a CNuHOM, B yCTpalLaloLWei TULLKHE, fa/ieKo-4aJIeK0 BHU3Y
MaJ/IbUMK IBCTBEHHO MPOU3HEC:

—Torpa naute. ECTb 1 gpyrve Mupbl, KpOMe 3T0ro.

MocnefHune KpenneHus copeanmcb. MocTa 60/bLue He 6b110. U pu-
HYBLUWCb BBEPX, K CBETY, BETPY U peaslbHOCTY HOBOFO Ka, CTPESTOK OFfisi-
HY/ICA Ha3af, BbIBEPHYB LUEHD, U B MPOH3UTENILHOM MPUCTYNE Hen30biB-
HoOl 60711 Ha MUT MOXKanen 0 TOM, YTO OH He ABYNNKUIA AHyC. Ho Tam, 3a
CMUHOW, Y He 6blfI0 HWUYEro, TOMbKO THETYLWas TULMHA. Manbyuk,
nagasl, He M3aan HU 3ByKa.

AnoTtom PonaHf Bbibpancsa Hapy>XXy, Ha KaMeHUCTbI OTKOC, Y Nof-
HOXWA KOTOPOrO PacKMHyIach 3e/eHas paBHUHA, FAe NOCpean rycrbix
TpaB CTOSA/ YeNOBEK B YUePHOM —CTOSA/, LUMPOKO PacCcTaBMB HOTW U CKpe-
CTMB PYKMN Ha rpyaw.

CTpenok ¢ TpyAoM AepXancs Ha Horax. OH LuaTancs Kak NbsHbIiA. V1
6bln 6/1egHbIM Kak Npu3pak. [nasa cnesmamcb Ha ceeTy. Pybaxy cniolwb
nokpbiBana 6enas nblib —Ccneq oT NOCNeAHEr0, OTYASAHHOTO PbIBKA Ha-
Bepx. OH BAPYr OCO3Han, YTO 3TO TOMbKO Ha4yano —uTO Brepesam ero
XAET fanbHelilas gerpagaums ayxa, no CpaBHEHWIO C KOTOPOIiA ero ce-
FOAHALLIHWIA NOA/bIA MOCTYMOK MOKAXETCS Ma/Io3HAYMTENbHON Meso-
Ybt0, M BCE XKe OH OyAeT 6exkaTb OT HEr0 BCHO XKM3Hb —T0 KOpuaopam U

no ropofam, 13 noctenn B noctenb. OH ByfeT 6exatb OT nua
27" Ma/bdyraHa. bygeTt nbiTaTbCs NOXOPOHWUTL Camy NaMsTb O HEM B



HeyeMHOM pa3BpaTte ¥ B 4esI0BeKOyOUIACTBe, MLLb A4/15 TOro, 4TobbI, BOp-
BaBLUMCb B MOC/EAHIO KOMHATY, HaliTW Tam 3TOr0 Ma/ibunKa, KOTOpbIi
6y[eT CMOTPeTb Ha Hero Haf nnameHem cseun. OH CTa MalbUYUKOM.
Manbunk ctan um. OH cam, CBOMMY pyKamu, NpespaTinn cebs B 060poT-
HeA. V1 OTHbIHE ¥ BNpefb, B CaMblX COKPOBEHHbIX FTy61HaX CHOB, OH 6Y-
[eT onaTb M ONATb NPEeBpaLlaThCs B MapHULLKY MU FOBOPUTb Ha A3blKe
CTPaHHOro ropofa, U3 KOToporo npuLlen MasbyuK.

3710 cmepTh. [la? 310 cmepTh?

MowaTblBasACh Ha X0y, OH OYeHb Mef/IEHHO CMYCTUCA N0 KaMeHU-
CTOMY CK/NOHY TyAa, T >[a/ ero 4enoBek B YePHOM. 34eCh, MOL COMH-
LieM 34paBoro Mupa, pesibCbl UCTNENN, pacChbiNaBlUMCh B Npax, kak bya-
TO WX U He 6bl10 BOBCE.

UenoBek B YepPHOM, CMeSACb, OTKMHY/1 KartoLLIOH.

—Bort, 3HaunT, Kak! —KpuKHY 1 OH. —He KOHeL, BCero, a BCero /MLlb
KOHeL, Hayana?! Tbl fenaewb ycriexu, cTpenok! U 6onbive ycnexu! 9
T0060I1 BOCXMLLAKOCH!

CTpenokK BbIXBaTWUN PEBO/bBEPLI U BbIMYCTU/ BCe NATPOHbI. [BeHas-
LlaTb BbICTPENIOB NoAPSAA. BCnbILLKM OT BLICTPENOB 3aTMUAN CAMO COMH-
Lie, rpOXO0T Nanbbbl OTCKOYMI OFNYLUUTENBbHBIM 3XOM OT KAMEHUCTBIX OT-
KOCOB Y HWX 3a CMVHOW.

—Hy-Hy, —paccmesnncs YenoBek B YepHOM. —HY-HY. MbI ¢ To6oi
BMeCTe —Befinkasa marus. Tbl U 9. V1 Korfa Tbl CTpensieLlb B MeHs, Tbl
CTpensielb B cedst, BOT NoYeMy Tbl MEHSI HUKOT A He YObeLLlb.

OH nonsaTuAcA, € yNbI6KOW rnags Ha cTpenka:

—Toingem. Moiigem. Moirgem. MaTyLuka, MOXXHO MHe? [la-f1a, MOXHO.

CTpenok, cnoTbIKasaCh Ha KaoM Luary, ABUHY/CA CNefOoM 3a HUM.
Tyfa, rae oHM HakoHEL, CMOTYT NOroBOPUT.



€/10BEK B YEPHOM MPUBES €ro /11 pa3roBopa K ApeBHe-
My MECTY CBepLUEHMS Ka3Heil. CTpenok y3Han ero cpa-
3y: N06HOEe MecCTo, ronroa —CKOMuLLEe NCTNEBAOLLMX
KOCTeil. Ha Hux OTOBCtOAYy Tapalunnch BblGeNeHHbIE
yepena: 6yiBONOB, KOWOTOB, ONEHEN, 3aiLieB 1 yulac-
TUKOB-NYyTaHWKOB. BOT anebacTpoBblii KCUNOPOH —
CKe/NeTUK Kypouku (hazaHa, yoUTOI BO BPeMSI KOPMEXKM; BOT TOHKUE
KOCTW KpOTa, yOMUTOro, MOXeT BbITb, pam 3abaBbl [MKOW COOAKOM.
"onrodha. YaweobpasHas BnafgMHa B MOOroM 0TKoce ropbl. Huke
MO CK/OHY CTPENoK pasrnsgen AepeBbs: Kap/MKOBbIE eNn U HOKKY —ae-
peBo Nncyca. Hebo Hag ronoBoil —HeXHOro ronyboro ugeta. Takoro
Heba CTPEeNOK He BUAEN YXKe Lienblid rog. B Bo3gyxe BESSIO YeM-TO HEOMNK-
CYeMbIM, HO FrOBOPALLUM 0 6/M30CTN MOpS.
BoT s nHa3anage, KaT6epT, —yanMBNEHHO NogyMas CTpenok. Ecam
370 elle He CpeAVHHBIA MU, TO BCE PaBHO YXKe 6/IM3KO.
UenioBek B 4epHOM Mpucen Ha GPEeBHO Kakoro-To ApPeBHEro Aepesa.
Ero canorn no6enenn oT NbiAn U KOCTAHOW MYKW, yCbiNaBLLeid 3TO yr-
promoe MecTo. OH CHOBa HafIeN KamntoLLOH, HO Tenepb CTPENKY Gblnn BUA-
Hbl €ro ryobl 1 KBagpaTHbIl/i NOAOOPOAOK —B TEHW OT KartoLLIOHa.
3aTeHeHHble ry6bl MICKPMBUINC B YCMELLIKE.
—  Cobepwu apos, cTpenok. Mo 3Ty CTOPOHY rop Knumat MATKUiA, HO
Ha TaKoi BbICOTE X0/104 MOXET eLle TKHYTb HOXOM B My30. Tem 6onee
YTO Mbl Celivac BO BNaAeHMsAX CMepTH, a?
178 — yBblo Te65, —CKasan CTPESOK.



—HeT, He ybbelwb. He cmoxelub. Ho 3aT0 MoXkeLlb cobpaTb ApoBa,
[abbl NOYTUTL NamsATb CBOEro Mcaaka.

CTpenok He NOHs1 HaMeka, HO 6e3 eAMHOr0 CNoBa NoLuen cobupaTb
[poBa, TOUYHO KaKoi-HMGYAb NOBapeHOK Ha noberywikax. Habpan oH
HerycTto. bec-TpaBa Ha 3TOI1 CTOPOHE He pocna, a peBHEe AePeBO CTa/o
TBEPAbIM KaK KamMeHb 1 y)Xe He ByaeT ropeTb. HakoHeL, OH BepHyncs ¢
0Xankoi TOHeHbKNX GPeBHbILLIEK —WKN, BePHee, TONCTbIX Manovek, —
BeCb B 6E/10/ MbI/M OT PacChbINaroLLMXCS KOCTElA, CIOBHO ero XOPOLLIO Bbl-
Bansinn B Myke. CO/HLE Y>Ke OMYyCTUI0Ch 3a BEPXYLUKM CaMbIX BbICOKUX
[lepeBbEB ¥ HAIMNOCH a/lbIM CBeYeHMeM. CoMHLUe MSAEN0 Ha HYX C Na-
ry6HbIM paBHOAYLLVEM.

—3ameuaTensHO, —BbIMOMBUS YeT0BEK B YepHOM. — Kakoi ke
Tbl UICK/HOUNTENbHbIA YenoBek! Peakuid, s bl Jaxe CKasasl, YenoBek!
Takoin o6cTosTenbHbIN! Takol HaxogumBblli! A nepeg T060M Npeko-
HAOCb. — OH XOXOTHY/, U CTPENOK LUBbIPHYN MY NOJ, HOTU OXarkKy
ApoB. OHU C FPOXOTOM YAapUIMCh 0 3eMJTH, MOAHSAB 00/1aK0 KOCTAHOIA
MbIN.

UenoBek B 4epHOM Jaxe He B34porHyn. C coBepLUEHHO HEBO3MYTU-
MbIM BUAOM OH MPUHANCA COOpPYXaTb KocTep. CTPesiok CMOTpes Kak
3a4apoBaHHbI Ha TO, KaK ApoBa f/19 KOCTpa CKNafblBatoTCA B OYepes-
Hyt0 (Ha 3TOT pa3 COBCEM CBEXYH) naeorpammy. B KOHLE KOHLIOB KOC-
Tep CTa/l MOXOX Ha NPUYYLJIMBYIO ABOIHYIO AbIMOBYHO TPY6Yy BbICOTON
(byTa fBa. YenoBek B YEPHOM NOAHSAN PYKY K HEBY, BCTPSXHYN €k, OT-
KWHYB LUMPOKNIA pyKaB C TOHKOW KPacuBOW KUCTW, MOTOM PbIBKOM OMy-
CTW/1 €€, BbICTaBMB MU3MHELL 1 YKa3aTe/lbHblIi Nanew, «poXKKamu» B ApeB-
HeMm 3Hake, obeperatoLlem OT AypHOro rnasa. CBepkHy/a BCMbLLKa Cu-
Hero nnameHun. KocTep 3aroperncs.

—CN1YKM Y MeHS €CTb, —BECE/I0 MPOTrOBOPW/T YENOBEK B YEPHOM, —
HO A mogymas, Tebe NOHPaBUTCS YTO-HUBYAb KONLOBCKOE, Marn4ecKoe.
XoTenock Tebs no3abaBuTb, CTPENOK. A Tenepb Mbl C TO6ON NPUrOTO-
BUM cebe 0bef,.

Cknagku ero nnawa BCKOJIbIXHYNCh, WU Ha 3eM/II0 ynana TyLKa
YXMPHOTO KPO/MKa, YXKe 0CBEXEBaHHAs 1 BbIMOTPOLLEHHAS.

CTpenok Monva Hacagun TyLIKY Ha BEpTen 1 NPUCTPOUN ero Hag
orHem. B Bo3gyxe pasHeccs anneTUTHbIA 3anax. ConHue ceno. Jinno-
Bble TEHW XaAHO NPOTAHYNNCH K BMaAMHe Ha CKOHE ropbl, rae YenoBek
B YUePHOM peLUW HaKOHeL, BCTPETUTLCA CO CTPENKOM. BrkunBoTe y cTpen-
Ka yp4asno OT ronoja, HO Korga Kponank npoxapuscs, oH 6e3 cnos npo-
TSHY/ BEPTE/ Ye/IOBEKY B YEPHOM, a CaM 3amyCTu/1 pyKy B CBOI 13psj-
HO MOXYZEBLUMIA PIOK3aK 1 JOCTaN NOCNeAHUIA KYCOK COMOHMHBI. Msco
6b1110 COMEHbIM, KaK CNesbl, U pa3beano porT.

—A TaKue LLUMPOKME XKECTbI, 3TO COBCEM HU K YeMy. —BbINo BUAHO,
YTO Ye/IOBEK B YEPHOM OT AyLiK 3abaBnisacs, HO NPU 3TOM OH
YXUTPANCH Ka3aTbCA PACCEPIKEHHbIM. I



—W Bce-Taku, —YCMEXHYNCA CTPENOK, M YCMeLLKa ero BblLia ropb-
KO, HaBepHOe, M3-3a COMK, MOMaBLLEN Ha KPOLLEYHbIE A3BOYKN BO PTY -
nocneacTens ANMTeNbHOIO aBUTaMUHO3A.

—Tbl 4TO, 6OULLLCSA HAKO/A0BAHHOMO Msca?

—/la. botoce.

Uen0BEK B YEPHOM OTKMHYA C ML KaroLLOH.

CTpenok mon4ya CMOTpen Ha Hero. Ha camom gene ero nMuo —Te-
nepb He CKPbITOE KamntoLOoHOM —BbI3Basio Y CTPesiKa TOMIbKO TPeBOXHOe
pasoyapoBaHue. ITO ObINO KPacMBOE NNLLO C NPaBU/bHLIMW YepTamu,
6€30 BCAKMX OTMETUH UM XapaKTePHbIX MOPLLVH, KOTOPbIE BbIAAOT Ye-
NnoBeKa, MO3HABLUEro TsXKenenlmne BpemMeHa M NOCBSLLEHHOIO B Ben-
Kue TaliHbl. [JNNHHbIE YepHble BONOChI CBUCA/IN HEPOBHbLIMU CMYTaHHbI-
MW MPSAAMA. Y Hero 6bin BbICOKUIA 106, TEMHble CBEPKAKOLLME TNasa,
COBEpPLLEHHO HeMpuMeyaTenbHblli HOC, MOJIHbIE, YYBCTBEHHbIE TY6bI, a
KoXKa —b6nefHas, Kak 1y camoro CTpeska.

—5 gyman, Tbl CTaplue, —CKa3san HaKoHeL, CTPenok.

—A noyemy? A NoYTM 4TO GECCMEPTHbIW, KaK, KCTaTh, U Tbl, Po-
NaHA, —nNo KpaiiHe Mepe ceityac. H mMor 6bl, KOHEYHO, ABUTbL Tebe To N0,
KOTOpOE Thbl OXXMAaN YBUAETb, HO 5 PeLLn NokasaTh Tebe T0, C KOTOPbIM
... TM... poaguncs. CMOTpK, CTPenok, Kakoii 3akaT!

CoflHUEe Yy)XXe CKpbINOCb 3a FOPM30HTOM, M HebO Ha 3anage 03apu-
NOCb BOCMA/IEHHbIM 3/10BELL MM CBETOM.

—CwmoTpu, cTpenok. CnegyroLmin BOCXos Thl YBUAMULLL HECKOPO, —
CKasan YenoBeK B YEPHOM.

CTpenok BCMOMHWA YepHYHO NponacTb NOA rOPHON rpagoi n nog-
HAN rnasa K Heby, ycbinaHHOMY 6ecUMCeHHbIMU CO3BE3ANSMM.

—3TO0 YXXe He UMeeT 3HauyeHmns, —cKasan oH Tuxo. —Ceituac.

D

UenoBeK B YepHOM MNaBHO U 6bICTPO nepetacosan kosogy. Kapt
6b110 MHOr0. X 06paTHYI0 CTOPOHY YKpallanu Kakue-To 3aMblC/10Ba-
Thle 3aBUTKMW.

— 370 KapTbl Tapo, —MOSCHUA YeN0BeK B YePHOM. — TONbKO K
06bIYHON KONoae A A06aBWA elle U KapTbl COBCTBEHHOIO M306pETEHNS.
A Tenepb, CTPENOK, CMOTPU BHUMATESbHO.

—3auem?

—41 6yny npefckasbiBaTh Tebe OyayLiee. HY>KHO OTKPbITb CEMb KapT,
OfHY 3a ApYroi, 1 MOCMOTPeTb, KakK OHW AIAFYT MO OTHOLUEHUIO APYT K
Apyry. B nocnefHuii pas f 3aHUManca Takum ragaHuem, korga Muneag

elle CTOAN M AaMbl UFpanun B LUapbl Ha 3amagHoi nnowagke. U
180 ecTb y MeHs cMyTHOe MofO3peHMe, YTO TaKOro packnaja, Kak y



Tebs, B MOei MpaKTWKe elle He 6bl10. —HacmelnmBas HOTKa BHOBb
MpoKpanacb B ero ronoc. — Tbl —MNOCNeAHNIA Ha CBETE aBaHTHOPUCT.
MocnegHWiA KpecToHocel,. W Tebe aTo HpaBuTcs, Aa, PonaHa? Tebe ato
NbCTUT? OAHAKO Thbl AaXe He NpeAcTaBsellb, Kak Tbl ceiivac 6/M3KO0 K
BawHe. Tenepb, Korga Tl BO30OHOBW/ CBOI NOUCK. Mupbl BpawatoT-
cs'y Tebs Hag ronoBoiA.

—UYT10 3HauMT BO306HOBMN? H €ro He npekpawan.

UenoBek B YePHOM pacxoxoTasics, HO He cKasas, yYTo ero Tak nosa-
6aBuno.

—Torga 0TKpoli MHe MO CyAbby, —XpUNIo NPOroBOpUA CTPENOoK.

W BOT nepesepHyTa nepsas KapTa.

—MoBeLUeHHbIR, —06bABUI YeNoBEK B YepHOM. TbMa CKpbiBana
ero iMLo, Kak npexae ero CKpbiBan KanwLwoH. —Ho cama no cebe, 6e3
LPYTuUX KapT, OHa 03Ha4yaeT He CMepThb, a cuy. MoBeLeHHbIA —3T0 Thl,
CTpenok. TOT, KTO BeYHO 6pefeT K CBOE Lenun Hag 6e3f0HHbIMUY Mpona-
cTamun Haapa. M1 ogHOro cnyTHMKa Tbl y)kKe c6pocua B mponacTtb, BepHO?

CTpenok npomonyan, v 4enoBeK B YEPHOM MepeBePHY/T BTOPYIO
KapTy.

—Mopsik. O6paTi BHUMaHWE: YACTbI 106, LLEKM, He 3HaBLINE BPUT-
Bbl. B rnazax —60sb 1 06uga. OH TOHET, CTPENOK, U HUKTO He 6pocuT
emMy BepeBKy. Manbunk [xelik.

CTpenok noMopLmnica, HO HUYEro He cKasan.

MepeBepHyTa TpeTbst KapTa. OMep3uTe/bHbIA 6abyVH, CKans 3y6bl,
CUAMT Ha Nieye y MOI040ro My>UMHbI. JINLLO FOHOLLW, 3aCTbIBLUEE B CTU-
NN30BaHHOW rpuMmace y»xaca, 3anpoKUHYTO BBepX. MpUCMOTPEBLUMCH,
CTPENoK yBugen, 4to 6abymH 4ePXUT NNETKY.

—Y3HUK, —CKa3an Ye/N0BEK B YePHOM.

Mnams KoCcTpa TPEBOXHO B3METHY/I0Ch, OTBPOCKB TeHb Ha L0 Ye-
NOBeKa Ha KapTe, U CTPenKy Nokasanoch, YTO HapMCOBaHHOE NNLO Nepe-
JepHynoch U1 elle 60Mblie CKPUBUAOCHL OT 6e3MONBHOrO yxaca. CTpe-
NOK OTBeN B3rNAg.

—TpaBga, 4TO-TO B HEM eCTb YrHeTatoLee? —Kasanoch, Ye0BeK B
YepHOM efjBa CLEPXKMBAET CMELLOK.

OH nepeBepHY/ YeTBEPTYHO KapTy. YKeHLHa —ee ronoBy MOKpbI-
BaeT Wanb —CUanUT y NPANKu. B nnawylem ceete KocTpa CTPesiky no-
Ka3anocb, YTO OHa XMTPOBATO Y/bIBaeTca U NnayveT 0L4HOBPEMEHHO.

—Tocnoxa TeHeil, —CKa3an 4YefoBeK B YePHOM. —Tebe He KaeT-
€A, UTO Y Hee ABa nuuUa, CTPenok? Tak v ecTb. [1Ba nnua, 3710 Kak MUHU-
MyMm. OHa pa3buna cuHIo Tapenky!

—W yT0 3710 3HAUNT?

—He 3Hato.

W cTpenok noyemy-To noBepwms, 4T0 —XO0TA Bbl HA 3TOT pa3 —ueno-
BEK B YEPHOM CKa3as emy npasgy.

—3aueM Tbl MHe BCe 3TO MOKa3blBaellb? iqi



—He cnpawwuBaii! —pe3ko o6opBan ero YenoBeK B YEPHOM, U BCe
Xe OH ynblb6anca. —He cnpawwsaii. Mpocto cmMoTpu. CumTaid, 4TO 3TO
BCEro NMLWb 6eCCMbICNIEHHbIA pUTyan, ecnu Tebe Tak nerye, 1 yCnoKon-
cA. 3TO KakK B LiepKBMW: BCEro NnLb 06psA.

OH XUXUKHY/ 1 NepeBepHy/ NATYH0 KapTy.

Y XMbIIAOLLAACA XHULA CKUMAET KOCY KOCTAHBIMUW MabLamu.

—CwmepTb, —CKa3an YenoBek B YepHOM. —HO He TBOA.

LllecTaa kapTa.

CTpenok NocMOTpPeN Ha Hee M MOYYBCTBOBAs, Kak ero npobupaet
CTpaHHbIN, TpeBOXallnii X0N040K NpefBKYLLEHNUsA. Yac cmelwlancs ¢
pagocTblo, U He 6bIN10 CNoB, YTO6bLI Ha3BaTb 3TO YyBCTBO. EMy Kasanochb,
YTO ero BOT-BOT CTOLUHWT, 1 B TO XK€ BPeMS XOTe/I0Cb MYCTUTLCA B NJIAC.

—~ballHa, —TnXo BbIMOMIBUA Ye/l0BeK B YHepHOM. —BOT oHa, ballHs.

KapTa cTpesika fiexkania B LLeHTpe packnafa, a Kaxxgasa u3 nocneayto-
LWMX YeTblpex —I0 Yrnam OT Hee, KaK NiaHeTbl-CMYTHUKW, BpaLlaloLm-
€Csi BOKPYT OAHOI 3Be3bl.

—A Kyfa aTy? —Cnpocun CTpesok.

UenoBek B YepHOM nosioXun baluHio noeepx KapTbl ¢ [oBeLleH-
HbIM, 33KPbIB €€ MOJIHOCTbIO.

—MW 41O 3TO 3HAYUT? —CMNPOCUN CTPENOK.

YUenioBek B YepHOM MonYan.

—UT0 310 3HAUNT? —HETEPNENNBO MOBTOPU CTPESIOK.

YesnioBek B UepHOM MonYan.

—byab Tbl npoknaT!

MonuaHwue.

—UYT106 Tebe npoBanuThbCA. J1afHO, HY a cefibMas KapTa?

Yenosek B 4epHOM nepesBepHy s cefbMyto. COMHLE CTOUT BbICOKO B
YncToM rony6om Hebe. KynmaoHbl 1 3nbMbl pe3BATCA B CUSIIOLLEN CUHe-
Be. Mog conHuem —6e36pexkHoe KpacHoe nose, 03apeHHoe CBETOM. P0o3bl
nnn KpoBb? CTPesiok Tak 1 He NoHAN. MoxeT 6bITb, 1 TO, U ApYyroe, no-
Jymarsn oH.

—CepabMasg —XXU13Hb, —TNX0 BbIMONBWA Ye/0BEK B YepHOM. —HO
He TBOS.

—W rpe ee mecTo B packnage?

—Celiyac Tebe 3TOro 3HaTh He AaHO, —CKa3as YenoBekK B YePHOM. —
Kak, BNpoyeMm, 1 MHe. A He TOT BEMKUIA U MOTY4YuniA, KOTO Tbl MLLEWb. A
BCEro NuWb ero ammccap. —OH HebpeXXHO CMaxHy KapTy B floroparo-
Wwmin koctep. OHa 0byramnacb, CBepHynach B TPY6OUKY U, BCMbIXHYB,
paccbinanacb nennom. CTpefika 0XBaTun Heu3bbIBHbIN yxac. Cepaue B
rpygm obpatunock B neg.

—Tenepb cru, —BCe TaK XXe HeBPEeXHO MPOroBOPKA YeNloBeK B Uep-
HOM. —«YCHYTb! /I BUETb CHbI...» N BCE B TOM Xe AyXe.

— A Tebs 3agyLlly, —nNpurposna CTpenok. —Yero He

182 5w cgenaTb MYIA MOXET 6bITb, CMOTYT pyKU. —Er0 HOru Kak



6yATO caMu OTTOSIKHY/INCh OT 3eM/IN, U OH IPOCTHO MepemMaxHyn vepes
KOCTep, MPOTAHYB PYKM K YeNOBEKY B YUePHOM. TOT NnLWb YAbIGHYACA 1
Kak OyATO BAPYT YBENMYMCA B pasmepax, a NOTOM CTan OTCTynath, yia-
NSACb N0 AAVUHHOMY TYAKOMY KOPMAOPY. MuWp HanonHMACA S3BUTENb-
HbIM CMEXOM, a CTPeNoK najan Kyga-To BHU3, yMUpan, 3acbinan...

W 6bin emy COH.

n

MycTas BceneHHas. HuKakoro ABvxeHus. BoobLe H1Yero.

W B nycTOTe, OLIENOM/IEHHbI, NapUA CTPENOoK.

—/la 6yeT cBeT, —p03BYYan paBHOAYLLUHbIA rof0cC YenoBeka B vep-
HOM, ¥ CTasl CBET. W CTPesioK OTCTPaHeHHO MoAyMaJl, YTO CBET XOPOLL.

—Tenepb —TbMa, W 3B€3[bl BO TbMe, U N0 He60M BOAaA.

W ctano Tak. OH napun Hag 6eckpaliHuM MopeM. Hag ronosoto mMep-
Lanu Hencymcnmmble 3Be3fbl, HO TaM He 6b110 HU OAHOTO U3 CO3BE3AUIA,
UTO YKa3blBaN CTPENKY MyTb MO €ro AONTOMN XU3HW.

—la aBUTCA Ccylla, —MOBE/EN YEN0BEK B YepHOM. U cTano Ttak.
CoTpscaemas MOLHbIMW CyfOoporamMu, NoAHANack OHa U3 Bog: bypas u
6ecnnofHas, NOKpbITas TpewmHaMm, HecnocobHas poANTb XuBoe. Byn-
KaHbl 13Beprany NOTOKM HECKOHYAeMOI MarMmbl, BbICTYMas Ha noBepx-
HOCTU 3eMAW, TOYHO FHOMHbIE MpPbIWKY Ha 6e306pasHOM finLe Kakoro-
HMOY b CO3peBaroLL,ero nNoApocTKa.

—OT/IMYHO, —MPOroBOPW/ Ye/IoBEK B YepHOM. —Hennoxoe Hayva-
no. Ja 6yayT pacteHus pasHble. depeBbs. Tpasa v nyra.

W cTano Tak. Mo 3eme pa3dpennchb AMHO3aBPbI, XPUMO pblya U Or-
nalias ee rpOMKMM PEBOM; OHW NOXWUPanu Apyr apyra n yBasanu B ny-
3bIPALLMXCS THUNOCTHbIX TONAX. [1epBO6bLITHbLI TPONMYECKUIA nec pac-
npocTepca NoBClOAY. MMraHTCKMe NanopoTHUKM TAHYN K Heby axyp-
Hble INCTbA, N0 KOTOPbLIM MOM3ann XYKKN 0 fByX rosiosax. CTpesiok sce
370 BuAen. /1 Bce Xe OH 4yBCTBOBaASI, YTO 3TO eLLE [aneKo He npegen.

—Tenepb —4enoBeK, —TNX0 BbIMO/IBUI YENIOBEK B YEPHOM, HO CTpe-
NOK y>XXe nagan... nagan B 6e340HHbIe Hebeca. [OPU3OHT 6ecnpeaensHoN
M TYYHOI 3eMNK Hayvan BAPYr marnbatbes. [a, Bce yTBepXganu, YTo OH
M30rHYT, a BaHHW, ero yyntesib, roBOpuA, 4To 370 6bIIO AOKA3aHO eLle
[0 TOro, Kak M1p CABUHYNCA € MecTa. Ho 4ToObl yBUAETH Takoe CBOUMY
rnasamu...

Bce fanblue v ganblue, Bobilwe U Bbilwe. KOHTUHEHTHI, 3aTAHYTbIE Mne-
pucTbiMK 061aKamu, 06peTany CBOW 3aBepLUEHHbIE O4epTaHMA Nepes ero
N3yMAeHHbIM B30poM. ATMOc(epa, TOUHO NaLeHTa, XpaHuna poxaato-
Lyroca nnaHety. W conHue, BOCXoAsALLee Haf 3eMNeid...

OH 3aKpuyan 1 3aKpblin rnasa pyKoi. 183



—a 6ypnet ceeT!

onoc, NpM3BaBLLNIA CBET, YKE He Bblfl FON0COM Ye/10BEKA B YEPHOM.
OH pasHeccs Hag MUPOM UCMOANHCKUM 3XOM, HamoHWA coboli Bce Npo-
CTPaHCTBO 3TOr0 MMpa, BCe MPOCTPAHCTBO MEXAY MUpaMu.

—CaserT!

OH nagan, nagan.

ConHue CTPeMUTENbHO YAaNAnoch, NPeBpawasch B MepLaoLLyo
Touky. KpacHas nnaHeTa, UCMELLPEHHAs KaHanaMmu, Nponnbinay Hero
nepes rnasamu. Bokpyr Hee B GeLIeHOM KpYXeHUMW Bpalwanucb fAsa
cnyTHMKa. Janblie 6bin BUXPEBOI MOSIC KaMHEW 1 TMraHTcKas nnaHe-
Ta, OKyTaHHas Kny6amu rasa, CMLWKOM 60/bLUas A8 TOro, YT06bl CoXpa-
HWTb CBOKO LIEIOCTHOCTb, M MOTOMY CMJTHOLLEHHAs Y MOMKOCOB. A elle Aafb-
LLie —CBepKatoLLMin MUP, OKPYXXEHHBIA KOMbLOM NeAsHbIX OCKOMKOB.

—CseT!/[la bygeT...

Ewe mupbl. U ewe. OguH, Apyroin, Tpetuii. W ganeko 3a npegenamu
3TUX MWUPOB —NOCNEAHNIA OAMHOKMWIA LWap 13 KaMHA U NbAa, BpaLlat-
Wmniics B MepTBOM TbMe BOKPYr CBOEro COJHLA, KOTOpoe 61ecTeno He
Apue, YeM CTepLIascs MOHETKa.

A elle aanblue —Mpak.

—HeT, —CKasan CTpenok, 1 ero rojoc yToHy B TEMHOTE, B TO, 4TO
yepHee KPOMeLLHOM TbMbl. 10 cpaBHEHUIO C Heil camas YepHas Houb Ye-
NOBEYECKOW AyLIN Ka3anacb CUAOLLMM NOAAHEM, MpaK Mo ropHoi rps-
[0 —NATHLILWKOM FpA3n Ha ke cBeTa. —bonblue He Hago. He Hago,
noXxxanyincra...

—CBET!

—XBaTuT. He Hafo... noXxanyicra...

3Be3fbl CXUManucb U racnu. Llensle TyMaHHOCTU CBepTbIBAIUCH,
CnvBasCh ApYr C 4PYroM, U NpeBpaLlannch B Xa0OTUUYHOE CKOMEHNe pac-
NMblBatOLMXCA NATEH. BOKPYr Hero kopyunach, pacchinascb Ha 4acTtu,
cama BCefleHHas.

—ToxanyiicTa, XBaTUT, He HafJlo, He HafJo, He Hajo...

BKpaguuBbIil FON0C YeN0BEKa B HePHOM MPOLUENTa Y HEro Hag yXoMm:

—Torpga otctynuck. OcTaBb Mbicau 0 baliHe. au cBoeit 4oporoi,
CTPesnoK, v crnacai cBow gyuly. 370 6yAeT Henerkuidi Tpyg —utobbl cna-
CTV CBOIO AyLly.

OH B3a/1 ce64 B pyKuW. MOTPSCEHHbIN 1 OANHOKWNIA, OKYTaHHbIA Mpa-
KOM, UCNO/MHEHHBIN yXKaca nepes COKPOBEHHbIM CMbIC/IOM, KOTOPbIA OT-
Kpbl/icA eMy B 0gHO4Yacke, OH B35 cebs B pyKU W fan cBoii nocnegHuii
OTBET:

—HNKOr4A!

—TOrgA - OA BYOET CBET!

W cTtan ceeT. OH 06pylIMACs Ha CTpenka Kak MOMOT — BeVKUiA,

nepBO3faHHbIA cBeT. W co3HaHue moru6no, pacTBOPMBLLMCH B
J84  cuAHMK. Ho npexpe Yem 3TO CyUUI0oCh, CTPEIOK ycnen Koe-4To



pasrnsneTh —oueHb BaXKHOE, UCMOTHEHHOE FY6G0KOro cMbicsia. OH OT-
YasiHHO YXBaTW/CS 3a 3TO BUAEHME 1 NOTPY3ncs B cebs, nwa yéexuula
Tam, BHYTPU, —TOKa 3TOT MPOH3UTE/IbHbIA CBET HE OCNENUN ero U He
BbKET PasyM.

OH 6exan CBeTa M 3HaHMs, YTOo 3aK/toYas B cebe 3TOT CBET, —U Bep-
HYNCS B CO3HaHMWe, BHOBb CTaf COG0I. Kak 1 BCe Mbl; Kak fyudllue 13 Hac.

B

Bblna Houb. Ta e unu gpyras —pacnos3Hatb HeBO3MOXHO. OH Bblp-
Ba/ICA U3 B3BUXPEHHOI0 Mpaka, Kya yBeK ero eMOHNYECKUA NPbKOK
K YeNOBEKY B YePHOM, M MOCMOTPEN Ha NOBANIEHHbIA CTBON OKaMeHesno-
ro filepesa, Ha KOTOpOM cugen Yontep o’Mpak (kak ero mHorga HasblBa-
nn). Ho Tam He 6b110 HUKOTO.

Ero oxBatmno 6e3MepHOe YyBCTBO OT4asiHUA — BoXKe npa.blii,
OMATb BCE CHayana, —Mu TYT Y Hero 3a CN1HO pasgancs ronoc yenose-
Ka B YepHOM:

—4#1 30ecb, CTpenoK. MHe MpoCcTO He HpaBMTCA, KOrja Tbl MOLXO-
Ovwb Tak 61mM3Ko. Tbl pa3roBapuBaellb Bo CHe. —OH XOXOTHYJI.

CTpenok, nowatbiBascb, NOAHANCA HA KONeHW u obepHynca. OT
KOCTpa OCTanuch /iMllb KpacHble MepLatoLLne YrofibKu, Cepblii nenen un
3HAKOMbIA HUYTOXHbIA Y30p OT CropeBLINX ApOB. YenoBeK B YepPHOM
cugen y KocTpuwia v, HenpuaTHO NPUYMOKMBas rybamu, goegan Xup-
Hble OCTaTKW KPO/bYaTUHbI.

—A Tbl XOpOLO Aep>kancs, —3aMeTun oH. —BoT, ckaxem, TBoeMy
OTLY S HUYEro 3TOro He NokasbiBas. OH 6bl BEPHY/CSA HEe B CBOEM YMe.

—UT0 370 6LINO? —CNpOCUN CTPeNoK. Ero ronoc gpoxan, u cnosa
Npo3ByYasin HeBHATHO. OH YyBCTBOBAN: €C/M Ceiiuac NomnbITaeTcs BCTaTb,
HWYEro y Hero He BbIAgeT.

—BceneHHas, —He6peXXHO NPOroBOpPW YEI0BEK B YEPHOM, MOTOM
CMayHO PbITHY/ W LWBBLIPHYJT KPO/IMYbU KOCTW B KOCTep. OHU 6ecHynu
cpeaw yriei n TyT Xe noyepHenu. BeTep Hag yalleid ronrodbl cTeHan u
CTOHan.

—BceneHHaa? —Ttyno nepecnpocus cTpenok. Cnoso 6bI10 eMy He-
3HakoMo. V1 cnepBa OH nogymaJi, YTO Ye/I0BEK B YEPHOM FOBOpU/ B NO-
3TUYECKOM CMbIC/IE.

—Tebe HyxHa ballHsA, —cKasan Ye/loBEK B YEPHOM, W 3TO NPO3BY-
Yyano Kak Bonpoc.

-Aa.

—Ho Tbl ee He nonyynLLb, —CKa3an YesIoBEK B YEPHOM U YNbIOHY -
CS )KECTOKOI ynbloKoi. —Bennkum HeT gena 4o TBOe:R fyLuw,
PonaHA. 3anoxuwsb Thl ee UK cpasy Xe 3anpofawlb —umM Bce  J85



paBHO. f 3Hat0, Kak 6/IM3K0 OHa NOATO/IKHYNa Te6s K caMoMy Kpatro npo-
nactn. bawHs yobeT Tebs, Korga Bac 6yeT elle pa3gensTb NoJMumpa.

—Tbl HUYero 060 MHe He 3Haelllb, —CMOKOWHO NPOroBOpPW CTpe-
NOK, 1 ynblbKa Ha rybax yenoBeka B YepHOM nobnekna.

—$ cienan TBOero oTLa Tem, Kem OH Obl. 1 9 5ke ero YyHUUTOXuI, —
YIPHOMO BbIrOBOPUIT YeNI0BEK B UEPHOM. —51 MpuLLIEN K TBOel MaTepm Kak
MapTeH —Tbl BCerga ato nofo3pesan, a4 He npas? —u B3an ee. OHa co-
rHynacb Mofo MHOM, KaK MBa... XO0TA (MOXET ObITb, 3T0 TEOS YTELINT)
BCe-TakKu He cnoManacb. Ho Kak 6bl Tam HM 6bl10, BCe 3TO ObINO Npeape-
LWweHo. W Bce 6bIN0 Tak, Kak 1 4OMKHO 6b110 6biTb. 1 —NOCNefHUA 13
CTaB/IeHHWKOB TOr0, KTO NpaBuUT Tenepb TeMHOI baluHel, n 3emnsa ne-
peLusia B afiyto pyKy 3TOro Kopons.

—B anyto pyky? lNoyemy oHa anaa?

—[laBaii He 6yaem. Ceiiyac peyb He 0 HeM. XOTS, ecnin Tbl 6yAdeLlb
yNpsiM U HAaCTONYMB, Thbl Y3HaeLb U 6onbLle. TONbKO Tebe He MOHPaBMUT-
€4, YTO Thbl Y3HaeLb. TO, YTO paHUI0 Teba O4MH pa3, paHUT U BO BTOPOIA.
370 He Hayano. AT0 Hayano KoHua. Tebe H6bl CTOMIO 3TO 3aNOMHUTL... HO
Tbl BCE PABHO HMKOTAa He 3anoMHWLWb.

—£$ He noHUMmalo.

—I1paBunbHO. He noHUMaeLws. W HUKoraa He noHuman. W HuKoraa
He noiimMeLlb. Y Tebs HeT HKM rpaHa BOo6paxkeHus. I B 3TOM cMbIcne Tbl
Cnernoi.

—UYT0 4 BMAENn? —cnpocun cTpenok. —B camom KoHue. YTo 3Tto
661107

—A 410 Tam 6b110?

CTpenok, 3agymaBLlUnCb, 3amMonyasn. Ero pyka notaHynacb K Kuce-
Ty, HO Tabak [aBHO KOHUYM/CA. Ye/l0BEK B YEPHOM, OfjHAaKO, He npeaso-
XU NONOAHUTB €ro 3anacbl KaKUM-HUOYAb KONAOBCKUM CNOCO60OM: HU
C MOMOLLbI0 YepHOM, HU C NOMOLLbIO 6efioii Marmn. MOoXeT, NoTOM OH
HafeT YTo-HMOYAb B PHOK3aKe, HO Cenyac aTo «NOTOM» Ka3alioCh Takum
fLanekum.

—bBbIn cBeT, —HaKoHeL, NPOroBopua CTpeNiok. —ApKuii cBeT. be-
NbliA. A MOTOM... — OH 3amnHy/ca 1 yCTaBUACA HA YeNOBEKa B YEPHOM.
ToT Becb nofancs Bnepes, U Ha NnLe Yy Hero oTpasnmaocb COBEPLLEHHO
HEeCBONCTBEHHOE MY YYBCTBO, C/INLLKOM SBHOE, YTOObI €r0 MOXHO 6b1/10
CKpbIBATb UM Xe 0TpuLaTh: yausneHue. Vnu gaxe 6naroroseHune. Xots,
MOXeT 6bITb, 3TO OHO 1 TO Xe.

—Tbl He 3Haelb, —Yynbl6HYNCA cTpenok. —O BenNuKuii BonLwe6-
HWK 1 Yapopeii, BOCKpeLlalowWwmnii MepTBbIX. Thbl He 3HaelWb. Tbl Wap-
nataH!

—f#1 3Hal0, —CKa3an YenoBeK B YePHOM. —$ TONbKO HE 3HaH0... YTO.

—benblii cBeT, —MOBTOPUA CTPENOK. —A NOTOM: TpaBMHKa. OfHa-

e[VHCTBEHHAs TPaBMHKA, HO OHa 3arnonHWa coboli Bce. A g Obin
186  TaK°i KpoweuHblii. Kak nblIMHKa.



—TpaBuHKa. —YenoBek B YepHOM 3aKpblf rnasa. Ero nuuo sapyr
KaK-TO Cpa3y OCYHY/0Cb 1 Ka3a/ioCb TeMepb U3MOXKAEHHbIM. —T paBuH-
Ka. Tbl yBepeH?

—/[la. —CTpenok Haxmypwuacs. —T0bKO OHa 6blna KPacHoiA.

—A Tenepb cnyLwai MeHs, Ponang, ceiH CTuBeHa. Tbl 6ygellb cny-
warb?

-0a.

M yenosek B YepHOM 3aroBsopui.

BceneHHan (ckasan oH) ecTb Benukoe Bce, 1 OHa NpenogHOCUT Ham
napajoKchbl, HeAOCTYMHbIE MOHVMAaHMWIO OrPaHMYeHHOr 0, KOHEYHOIO pasy-
Ma. Kak >XMBOI pasym He MOXET OCMbIC/IUTb CyTb pasyMa HEXMBOIo —
XOTS OH NOMaraeT, YTO MOXET, —TakK W pPa3yM KOHeUHbIi He MOXET no-
CTWYb BECKOHEYHOCTb.

ToT npo3anyeckunii hakT, 4To BceneHHas CyLECTBYeT, yXKe caM Mo
cebe pa3bmBaeT BCAKME [OBOAbI KakK NparMaTuKoB, TaK U POMaHTUKOB.
BbIf10 Bpems, eLle 3a COTHWN Ye/I0BeYECKMX MOKONEHWI [0 TOro, Kak Mup
CABMWHY/CA C MeCTa, KOrja 4esi0Be4yecTBO LOCTUIO0 TAKUX BbICOT TEXHU-
YECKMX U Hay4HbIX CBEPLUEHWUIA, YTO BCE XX€ CyMeno OTKONMYMHYTb He-
CKONIbKO KaMEeHHbIX LLEMOK OT BE/IMKOro CTO/MNa peasbHOCTU. Ho gaxe
TOrfa NI0XHbIN CBET HayKu (MK, ecnn YrogHo, 3HaHKUS) 3acuan TOMbKO
B HECKO/IbKUX, O4EHb HEMHOTUX, BbICOKOPa3BUTbIX CTpaHax. OfHa KOM-
naHus (MM Kvka) 6blia B 3TOM CMbIC/E BEAYLLENA: OHa HasbiBanach «Ce-
BEPHbIV LLeHTp NO3UTPOHMKM». U, 0AHAKO e, BOMPEKN BCEM UMEBLLVM-
CA B UX PACMOPSKEHUN HAYUYHO-TEXHUYECKUM [AHHbLIM, KOTOPbIX 6bI10
BE/IMKOE MHOXECTBO, YACO0 UCTUHHBIX MPO3pPeHNIi BbiNo NOPa3UTENbHO
MasbIm.

— Haww npegku, cTpenok, nobegunu 60ne3Hb, 0T KOTOPOI Teno
FHWET 3a)KMBO, OHN Ha3bliBa/IN e PakoM, MoYTW NPeocSosieNnn CTapeHue,
xoamnu no JlyHe...

—OJTOMY A He Bepto, —CKasa/l CTPE/OK, Ha YTO YesIOBEK B YEPHOM
NULWWb YAbIGHYACS.

—Hy 1 He Hago. M Tem He MeHee 310 Tak. OHUM co3Lanu NN OTKPbI-
NN eLle COTHM ApPYrux 3ameydaTefibHbiX WTYK. OfHaKo Bce 310 06unve
WUH(OpMaLMM He NPUHECNO HUKAKOro rny6uHHOro NPOHWKHOBEHUS B
NMepBOOCHOBLI. HMKTO He cfiaras TOPXEeCTBEHHbIX 0f B YeCTb UCKYCCT-
BEHHOI0 ONNOLOTBOPEHUS —KOT[a XKEHLLMHA 3a4MHAET OT 3aMOPOXKEH-
HOIi cnepMbl — W CaMOXOAHbIM MalluHaM, paboTaloluM Ha aHeprum,
B3ATON OT conHua. O4eHb HEMHOTMEe —ecnn BOOOLLEe TaKOBble
6blIM —CyMenu NoCTUYbL rNaBHbIi MpuHLMN PeanbHoCTW: HO-  JJ7



Bble 3HaHWA BCerga BeyT K HOBbIM TaliHaMm, K TaliHawm, elle 6onee yau-
BUTENbHbIM. Yem 60AbLLE NCUXONOTK Y3HABANIN O CNOCOBHOCTAX MO3ra,
Tem Hanps>KeHHee N 0TYasgHHee CTaHOBU/INCb MOUCKU JyLIW, CYLLECTBO-
BaHVe KOTOPOi paccmMaTprBanoch Kak )akT COMHUTE/IbHbIN, HO BCe-TaKu
BEPOATHbIN. Tbl NOHMMaewWwb? KOHEYHO, Thbl HE MOHUMAaELLb. Thl YXKe uc-
yepnan BCe CBOM CNOCOBGHOCTM K MOHUMaHWI0. HO 3TO He BaXKHO.

—A YTO TOrAa BaXKHO?

—Benuuaiiwas TaiiHa BceneHHOW He XU3Hb, a pasmep. Pasmepom
onpefenseTcs Xu3Hb, 3aKnto4aeT ee B cebe, a ero, B CBOK oYepefpb, 3aK-
ntoyvaet B cebe balwHA. PebeHOK, KOTOPbIA OTKPbIT HABCTPEYY BCEMY YY-
JecHoMy, roBopuT: «[lana, a 4To TaMm —3a He6oM?» W oTeL, OTBEYaeT:
«TeMHOTa M KOCMUYECKOE MPOCTPaHCTBO». Pe6eHOK: «A UTO 38 HUMU?»
Orel,: «lanakTuka». —«A 3a ranakTukon?» —«Jpyras ranakrmka». —
«A 33 BCEMW LpYTUMUN ranakTnkammn?» W otew, oTBevaeT: «3TOro HUKTO
He 3HaeT».

Tbl NOHUMaeLWb? Pa3mep TOPXeCTBYET Hag HaMmu. [na pblbbl BCe-
NeHHash —A3T0 03epo, B KOTOPOM OHa XMBeT. UTo fyMaeT pblba, Korja ee
BblAEPHYT, NOALeNmMB 3a ryby, CKBo3b CepebpuCTyto rpaHuLy NpuBbIYHO-
ro CyL,eCcTBOBaHWA B APYryt0, HOBYIO BCENEHHYIO, IAe BO3AyX A1 Hee —
ybuiila, a cBeT —rony6oe 6esymune? I'ie Kakme-TO ABYHOTME BENMKaHbI
6e3 )Kabp CylT ee B AYLUHYH KOPOOKY 1, NOKPbIB MOKPOW TpaBOWA, OC-
TaBNAT TaM yMmuparts?

v BO3bMEM HY XOTS 6bl KOHUMK KapaHjalla v YBeM4YMM ero.
Elle v ewwe. N B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT BAPYT NPUAET NOHMMaHMWE, YTO OH,
0Ka3blBaeTCs, He MMAOTHbIA, 3TOT KOHYMK KapaHgawa. OH COCTOMT u3
aTOMOB, KOTOpble BepTATCA, KaK MUMOHbI 6eCHOBaTbIX nnaHet. To,
YTO Ham Ka)KeTcs MOTHbLIM W Le/IbHbIM, Ha CaMOM [iefle —pefKas CeTb
YyacTuL, KOTOpble fiepxaTca BMecTe TONbKO 6narogaps cuine TAroTeHus.
OHK 6ECKOHEYHO Masbl, HO EC/IN PacCTOSAHWE MeXAY 3TUMU aToMamu
NponopLMOHaNbHO UX BeNIMYMHE, TOrLa Npu nepesoje B NPUBbIYHYHO
HaM CMCTEMY U3MEPEHNA OHO MOXET COCTaBUTb Lienble NrK, nponac-
T, 3pbl. A caMu aTOMbl COCTOAT U3 Afep W BpawjaloLWmnxcs Yyactuy, —
NPOTOHOB Y 3N1eKTPOHOB. MOXHO NPOHUKHYTL U ry6Xe, Ha YPOBeHb
cy6aTOMHOrO0 geneHuns. M uto Tam? TaxmoHbl? Vnu, MOXeT 6bITb, HU-
yero? KoHeuyHo Xe, HeT. Bce BO BceneHHO oTpuLaeT abcontioTHyo ny-
cToTy. KOHel —aTo Korja HeT y)XKe HuUYero, a 3HaumT, BeceneHHas 6ec-
KOHeuHa.

JonycTum, Tl Bbllen K camoli rpaHuue BceneHHol. W yto Tam
6ypet? [nyxoit BbICOKMNiA 3a60p 1 3HaK «TYMNK»? HeT. MoXeT OblITb,
TaMm GyAeT 4TO-TO TBEPAOE M 3aKpyrneHHOe, CPOAHM TOMY, Kak Lo
BUAMTCS U3HYTPU eLle HeBbINYMNUBLLIEMYCS LbIMAeHKY. W ecnn Tebe
BAPYT yAacTca NpobuTb ckopayny (Mau HaliTu ABepb), NpeacTasb cebe,

KaKol MOLLHBI/ CUAIOW NI CBET MOXET X/IbIHYTb B 3Ty TBOIO
188  [pPY Ha kPato Mupo3sfaHus. A BAPYT Tbl BbIFNAHELWb U 06HapY-



XWLWb, Y4TO BCA Hawa BcefeHHag —aTo TOMLKO YacTMyKa aToma Ka-
KOW-HWOYAb TOHKO TpaBUHKW? W Torga, MOXeT OblTb, Tbl MOAMELLb,
4TO, CXMUras B KOCTPE Of4HY NMLb XBOPOCTUHKY, Thbl NpeBpaLlaellb TeM
cambIM B Nenes HENCYUCNMMOE MHOXECTBO BECKOHEYHbIX MUPOB. UTO
MMpO3aHnme —3To He 04Ha 6eCKOHEYHOCTb, 8 6eCKOHEYHOe MHOXECTBO
6eCKOHEYHOCTEN.

MoxeT 6bITb, Te6e JOBEIOCh YBUAETH, KAKOBO MECTO Hallei Bcee-
NEHHON BO BCEOOLLEN CTPYKTYpe Cyllero —He 601ee 4emM MecTo OT-
[eflbHOro aToMa B TKaHW TpaBUHKU. MOXeT ObITb, BCE, YTO CNOCO6eH
MOCTMYb HaLl pasyM —OT MUKPOCKOMUYECKOro B1pyca [0 JaneKon Ty-
MaHHOCTU KoHckasa [0noBa, —Bce 3T0 BMeLLaeTcs B OAHOW TPaBMHKE,
KOTOpas, MOXeT 6bITb, 1 CYLLECTBYET BCEro-TO OAWH CE30H B KaKOM-TO
APYroM BpeMeHHOM NOTOKe? A YTO, eCAN 3Ty TPaBUHKY BAPYT CPeXYT
Kocoi? Korga oHa HauHeT FHWUTb, He NPOCOYUTCA NN 3Ta FTHU/b B HaLLY
BceneHHyo, B Hawly >XW3Hb? He CTaHET /M Hawl MUP XenTeTb, Yax-
HYTb W 3acbixaTb? MOXeT ObITb, 3TO Y)XXe NPOUCX0AUT. Mbl FOBOPUM,
YTO MMP CABMHYNCS C MeCTa, a Ha CaMOM-TO Aefie OH, MOXET OblITb, 3a-
CbIXaeT?

TonbKo Nogymaii, CTPenoK, Kak Mbl Mafbl U HAYTOXHbI, €Cn Mno-
[Lo6HOe npeAcTasfieHve 0 Mype BepHO! Ecnu bor v BNpaBsay Bce BUAUT U
coBepLUaeT 60XKeCTBEHHOe npaBocyamne, cTaHeT M OH BbIAeNATb OAUH
poii MOLLKapbl cpean 6eccHeTHOrO MHOXECTBA Apyrux? PasnnyaeT nu
rnas Ero Bopo6bs, ecnv aTOT BOPOOYLLEK MeHbLUIe aTOMa BOA0POAa, YTO
OLMHOKO 6n1y>aaeT B rny6uHax kocmMoca? Aecnn OH BUAUT BCe CyLLge...
TOrAa YTO XKe 3TO JOo/MKeH 6biTh 3a bor?! KakoBa Ero 60)ectBeHHas
npupopa? Iae OH o6utaeT? Kak BOO6LLE MOXHO XWUTb 3a Npegenamu
6eCKoHeyHoCTUN?

MpefcTaBb BeCb NECOK MYCThbIHN MoXaHe, KOTOPYHO Thbl NMEPEeceK, 4To-
Obl HAWTW MeHs, 1 NPeACTaBb MUMMOHbI BCEIEHHbIX —He MUPOB, a BCe-
NEHHbIX, —3aK/0UYEHHbIX B K&XJ0M ee NeCUMHKE; U B KXA0N U3 3TUX
BCEJIEHHbIX —HEeNCUYUCIMMOE MHOXECTBO APYTUX BCENIEHHbIX. U Mbl, Ha
Halleli )aNKoi TpaBMHKe, BO3BbILLIAEMCA Haj HMMMW Ha HejocsraeMoi
BbICOTE; U OfIHUM B3MaxOM HOTUW Tbl, MOXET ObITb, H/3BEpPraellb MUIN-
apasl 1 MUAAnapAsl MMPOB B TEMHOTY, M OHU 06pa3ytoT Lenb, KoTopas
HWKOrfa He npepBeTcs.

Pasmep, CTpenok... pasmep...

Ho faBaii NpeAnonoXmMm eLLe, YTO BCE MUPLI, BCEe BCENEHHbIE CXO-
OATCA B HEKOW TOUKe, K HEKOEMY A4pY, K HEKOE CTepXKHeBO ocHoge. K
BawHe. K necTHuLE, MOXET 6bITb, K caMOMy bory. Tbl 6bl pelunnca nog-
HATLCA MO Hei, CTpPenok? A BAPYr rAe-To Haj Bceli 6eCKOHEYHOW peasb-
HOCTbIO CYLLLECTBYeT Takas KOMHaTa...

HeT, CTpenok, Tbl He OCMENULLLCS.

W 3Tu cnosa 0TAaNUChL 3XOM B F0O/10Be Y CTpenika: Tbl He oc-
MENNLLILCA. 10n



1

—Ho ecTb TOT, KTO 0OCMeNnncsa, —CKasas CTPenokK.

—[a? U k1o xe?

—bor. —Inasay cTpenkasaropenuck. —bor ocmenuncs... U aToT
KOPO/b, 0 KOTOPOM Tbl FOBOPW/IL... UAW... MOXET ObITh, 3Ta KOMHaTa nyc-
TyeT, npoBuaeu?

—4 He 3Hat0. —TeHb cTpaxa npoLusa no NnLYy YenoBeKa B YEPHOM,
MATKas, TeMHas, TOYHO KpbIOo KaHoKa. —W 6onee Toro, He ucnpatm-
Bat0 0TBETa. TO ObINO 6bl HEPA3yMHO.

—bowuwbes, Kak 66l Te6S rPOMOM He nopasnno?

— Moxanyii, 6010Cb... 0TBETCTBEHHOCTU, — OTO3Ba/ICA Ye/IOBEK B
4yepHOM, a NOTOM 3amonyan. CTpenok Toxe monyan. Houb 6bina oveHb
JoNroii. MneyHblin MyTb pacnpocTepcs Ha4 HUMUW B CBOEM MepBO3/aH-
HOM BENMKONENMU, HO B NYCTOTE MeXAY 3Be34amu 6bI0 YTO-TO Myrato-
Wee. CTpenok nblTanca npeicTaBuTh cebe, YTO Bbl OH OLLYTWA, ecnu Obl
3TV YepHUNbHble Hebeca BAPYT PACKOMONNUCH U HA 3eMJTH0 X/1bIHY MNOTOK
CnensLyero ceeta.

—KocTtep, —cka3an oH. —KocTep goropaet. MHe X0M104HO.

—Hy Tak pa3Bean cBoIi KOCTep, —CKasan 4Ye/oBeK B YEPHOM. —Y
[BOPELKOr0 CerofHs BbIXOAHOIA.

1

CTpenok 3agpemMan, a Korfa npocHycs, yBuaen, 4To YesoBeK B Hep-
HOM FNALWUT Ha Hero Kak-To 60/1e3HEHHO, YaHO.

—Hy, 1 yero Tbl yctaBunca? — CTpenky BCMOMHMWNOCH OAHO U3
npucnosuii Kopta. —YBugen ronyto 3agHuLy CBOein cecTpuubl?

—/la HeT, NPOCTO CMOTPIO Ha TebA.

—He Hago Ha meHa cMoTpeTb. —OH MNoLLeBennn yrofibku KocTpa,
paspyLvB CTPOIHYO naeorpaMmmy. —MHe HenpuaTHO. —OH nornsagen
Ha BOCTOK, He Hayaso N cBeTaTb, HO 6ECKOHeYHas 3Ta HOYb A/IMN1Aach U1
annnace.

—Xpewb pacceeta? Tak paHo?

—4 Befib co3faH ANd CBeTa.

—A Hy ga! A 1 3a6bin. Kak 3To HeBeX/IMBO. HO Ham € T060# HYXHO
eLle 0 MHOFOM MOroBOPUTD, eLe MHOFO Yero 06cyauTb. Tak peLunn Mo
KOPOJ1b 1 XO35UH.

—UT0 32 KOpONb?
190 UenoBek B YUepPHOM YNblOGHYNCA.



—Torga, MOXeT ObITb, CKaXKeM Apyr Apyry BCto npasay? W Boobuue
HayHeM roBOPUTb OTKPOBEHHO? HMKaKOM 60/bLUe mKnu?

—$ fyman, Mbl U Tak FOBOPUM Mpasay.

Ho uenoBek B YepHOM Kak GYATO ero v He CAblLLas.

—MoxeT BbITb, CKaXXeM ApYT ApYry BCHO NpaBay? —MNOBTOPUI OH. —
MoroBopMM, KakK MY>XUMHA C MY>UMHON. He Kak Apy3bs, HO KakK pas-
Hble. 3TO pesKoe npeasioxxeHne, Ponang. U ero 6yayT genath Tebe Heva-
cT0. Mo MOeEMY CKPOMHOMY MHEHWIO, TO/IbKO paBHble TOBOPAT npasay
Apyr apyry. Apysbs 1 nobumble, 3anyTaBLUKUCL B NayTUHE B3aVMHOMO
ponra, BpyT 6eCKOHEYHO. A 3TO Tak yTomaseT!

—UT0 X, NpaBAy Tak npasay. —Bce paBHO 3TOli HOYbLIO CTPENOK He
CKa3a/l HM efjMHOT0 CNOBa MKW, —3ayeM Xe Te6a yToMnaTb? HauHu ¢
00BACHEHMS, YTO Tbl UMEN B BUAY, KOTAa rOBOPM MPO Yapsbl.

—UYapbl —3T0 KONLOBCTBO, CTPENOK. Moii KOpoib CBOMM KON 0B-
CTBOM MPOAANA 3Ty HOYb U ByAeT ANUTb ee A0 TeX Mop, Noka Mbl He 3a-
KOHYMM 3TOT pas3rosop.

—A Mbl CKOPO 3aKOHYUM?

—Heckopo. TouHee cka3aTb He Mory. [OTOMY UTO M CaM He 3HaK. —
UenoBek B YePHOM CTOAN Haf KOCTPOM, U OTH/IECKM TNEHOLMX YIONbKOB
NOXMWANCH 3aMbICI0BaTHIM Y30pOM eMy Ha 1nuo0. —Cnpalumsaii. A pac-
ckaxy Tebe Bce, UTO 3Hat0. Tbl fOrHaN MeHs. Tak 6yAeT YeCTHO. 4, no
npasje CKa3aTb, W He fyMas, YTo Tbl CyMeellb MeHs forHatb. W Bce xe
TBOI MOUCK TOMbKO elle HaumHaeTca. Cnpalwiunsaii, 1 Tak Mbl BbicTpee
JolifeM 10 FnaBHOrO.

—KT0 TBOI1 KOPONBL?

—$1 H¥ pasy ero He Bugen. Ho Tbl yBuauwb. Ho npexzae 4em BCTpe-
TUTBHCA C HUM, CHayana Tbl LO/DKEH BCTPETUTLCA C He3HakoMLEeM-BHe-
BpemeHn. —YenoBek B 4epHOM 6€33/7106H0 YbIGHYNCA. — Thl AO/DKEH
6yfellb youTb ero, cTpenok. Ho, no-moemy, Tbl XOTe/ CAPOCUTL O APYTOM.

—Ho ecnu Tbl HUKOI fa He BUAEN CBOEro KOPOos U X031Ha, OTKYAa
Xe Tbl ero 3HaeLb?

—OH NpuXoAuT KO MHe B CHaxX. B nepBbili pa3 OH MpuLLEn 04YeHb
[laBHO, Korga A 6611 NoLPOCTKOM M Xu B 6e4HOCTU 1 6e3bI3BECTHOCTH B
OfHOI cTpaHe, Aaneko-ganeko oTcoga. JTO 6bIO faBHO. W BOT TorAa,
MHOFO CTO/IETUI Hasaf, OH CBA3as MeHs MOMM AOArOM U 0belian MHe
MOK Harpagy, v i CNy>XWn emy BCe 3TW rofbl, XOTA MOe r/n1aBHoe feno
MHe 6bl10 MOPYYeHO TONbKO HeAaBHO. Mol Jonr, Moe rnaBHOe Aeno —
3TO Tbl, CTPeNOK. —YenoBeK B YepPHOM YCMexHycd. —Buanwb, Koe-
KTO NPUHMMAET Tebs BCepbes.

—Y atoro HesHakomua ectb uma?

—O, uMm4 ecTb.

—MW Kak ero nma?

—WMsA eMy —nermoH, —TuX0 BbIMOJ/IBUN YEOBEK B Yep-

HOM, 1 BO TbMe Ha BOCTOKe, Ife BbICUANCL Fopbl, FPOXOT 06Bana



NOAKPenu 3Ha4MMOCTb ero cnoB. [4e-To BCKPUKHY/Ia NMyma, NoYTn Kak
XeHwmHa. CTpenka npoHAna Apoxb. [axe 4enoBeK B YEPHOM HEBO/Ib-
HO B34pOrHyn. — W BCe Xe, MHe Ka)eTcs, Tbl He 06 3TOM X0Ten cnpo-
cuTb. He B TBOEM 3TO flyxe: 3arnafblBaTb Tak JafeKko Brepes,.

CTpenok 3Has, 0 YeM OH XOTesl CNPoOCUTbL. Bonpoc My4ynn ero BCo
HOYb, BCHO 3Ty JONTYK HOYb U AONrne rofbl Ao atoro. OH BepTencs Ha
KOHYMKe A3bIKa, HO CTPE/IOK BCe Xe He 3afjan ero... ele He Bpems.

—3T0T He3HakoMel,, OH TOXe CTaBfieHHUK bawHn? Kak Tbl?

—NMHe po Hero ganeko. On MepkHeT. OH npocTynaeT. OH BO BCeX
BpeMeHax. Ho ecTb KTO-TO MpeBblLLe Hero.

-KT10?

—Hw 0 4yem 6onblue He cnpallnBain! —BbIKPUKHYN YeN0BeK B uep-
HoMm. Ero ronoc Bapyr cfenancs >XeCcTKMM, HO NOTOM APOrHYy/ Ha HoTe
MONbObl. —$ He 3Hato! U He xouy 3HaTh! ToBOpUTL Mpo Aena, TBOPSA-
Lmecs B KpaiiHeM Mupe, —BCe PaBHO YTO HaKNMKaTb NOrmbenb CBOei
ayuiu.

— A Hap aTum HesHakomuem-BHe-BpemeHn —yxe ballHA 1 Bce,
4TO OHa B cebe 3aK/yvaeT?

—/la, —npowenTan YenoBekK B YepHOM. —HO Tbl BCe Xe XoueLlb
CMPOCUTL O iPYrOM.

BouncTuHy Tak.

—Hy XopoLuo, —nporoBopun CTPenok, a moTOM 3afan cTapblii, Kak
mup, BOMpPOC:

—9# caenaro Tak, Kak 3agyman? A goingy 4o KoHua?

—Ecnun a 0TBeYY Ha 3TOT BOMPOC, Thl MEHSA YObELLDb.

—5 Tebs BCe paBHO YObt0. Tebs Hago ybuTb. —PyKa cTpesnika cama
noTAHynach K Kobype.

—Tak Tebe He OTOMKHYTb [iBepeii, Tak Tbl 3aKpOeLLIb UX HaBCerga,
CTpPenokK.

—Kypaa MHe ngtun?

—Wpwn Ha 3anag. jo camoro mops. Tam, rae KoH4aeTcs Mup, Tam Tbl
[O/MKEH HavaTb CBOW MyTb. BbiN 04MH YenoBek, OH fan Tebe coeT. Ye-
NOBEK, KOTOPOro Tbl N06eAnN B NOEANHKE, KOTAa-To, AaBHbIM-[aBHO...

—a, KopT, —HeTepnenueo npepsan ero CTpesiok.

—TakK BOT, OH Tebe NOCOBeTOBaN 060X AaThb. ATO OblN HUKYAILLHbI
coBeT. [10TOMY UTO y>Ke Torfa Mou nnaHbl MPOTMUB TBOErO OTLa HaYanu
Bonnowarbcs. OH 0TOCNan Tebs C NOpyYeHNEM, a KOraa Tbl BEPHYNCA. ..

—He xouy 3T0 cnywaTs, —CKasan CTPesioK, Uy Hero B rofioBe BHOBb
3a3Byyasna Ta MecHs, KOTOpPYH Mnefa eMy Mama: YMK-YUPUK, He 6OICs KO-
LLeK, fam Tebe A XNe6HbIX KPOLLEK.

—Torpaa nocnyLwai gpyroe: Korga Tel BepHynca, MapTeH yexan Ha

3anaf, 4tobbl NPUCOEANHUTLCA K MATEXHMKAM. Tak BCe roso-
192  puau, n Tbl B3TO Bepua. Ho MapTeH 1 ogHa cTapas BefbMa noj-



cTpownu Tebe NOBYLLKY, U Tbl B 3Ty NOBYLLKY nonancs. Xopowuii Manb-
unk! N xoTa MapTeHa TaM yXe He 6bi10, TaM Obl1 0AUH YeNoBeK, KOTO-
pbili Tebe ero HanoMWHan, NOMHULWbL? Takoi, B MOHALLECKOM OAeAHUMN. .
1 c 06pUTOI rofIOBOM, KaK Y KaloLLerocs rpeluHukKa. ..

—YonTtep, —npoLenTan CTPeNoK. I XoTa OH y>Ke caM npuLlen K
3TOMY BbIBOAY, HEMPUKpPbITas npaBja ero norpsacna. — Tbl. TO ecTb
MapTeH HUKy[a He ye3xan.

UenoBeK B YEPHOM XUXUKHYI.

—K Balwum ycnyram.

—Celtyac s 6yay Te6a yonBaTh.

—Hy HeT, Tak HeyecTHO. TeM 60siee 4TO BCe 3TO 6bI/I0 AaBHLIM-AaB-
HO. ATenepb NPULLNO BPeMs A4/18 pa3roBopa Ha paBHbIX. Bpemsa aenntb-
CA CEKpeTamu.

—Tbl HAKYAa He ye3xas, —MOoBTOPW/ OLLENIOMEHHbI CTPENOK. —
Tbl NPOCTO MepemeHusncs.

—Tbl cagncb, —NPeAnoxXnn YenoBek B YepHOM. —5 paccKaxy Tebe
MHOTFO MCTOPUIA. CTONBKO, CKObKO Thl CMOXELLb BbICAYyLWaTb. TBOM UC-
TopuK, A fymato, 6yayT HAMHOIO ANIMHHEE.

—$1 HMKOr Ja HUKOMY He pacckasbiBato 0 cebe, —npobopmoTan cTpe-
NOK.

—Ho 370l HoubtO paccKaxelb. Thbl fOMKEH. UTO6bI Ham pa3obpaTtb-
€A, CYMeTb MOHAT...

—UYT0 NoHATL? Moto Lenb? Thl ee 1 Tak 3Haelwb. balwHA —BOT mMoA
Lenb. {1 NOKNANCS ee HalTK.

—He uenb, cTpenok. A TBOW pasym. TBOI 3aTOPMOXEHHbIWA, HO
YNOPHbIV U LenKunil pasyMm. [Jpyroro Takoro, Kak y Te6s, He 6bino, Ha-
BEPHOE, 3a BCIO UCTOPMIO 3TOr0 Mupa. MoxeT 6bITb, faxe 3a BCIO UCTO-
pvio Mupo3gaHus. MNpuwno Bpems 419 OTKPOBEHHOTO pa3roBopa. Bpe-
MS UICTOPUIA.

—Hy, Torga rosopu.

Uenosek B YePHOM TPAXHYN LWIMPOKUM pykaBom. OTTyAa Bbinan
KaKOn-TO MpeameT, 06epHYThIA PONLIro, B M310Max KOTOPO MHOrO-
KpaTHO 0TPasunioch MepLaHue TNelLLMX YrobKOB.

—Tabak, cTpenok. byaewb Kyputb?

CTpenoK cMor eLle yCToATb Nepej KPoanKOM, HO Mepes TaknM npea-
NnoXKeHnem —HeT. OH B35/ CBEPTOK M HETEPNeNMBO ero packpbin. 3ame-
yaTesibHbI U3MeNbYeHHbI Tabak U1 3eMeHble, Ha YAMUBEHNE BaXHble
NUCTbA —YUTOGBI €ro 3aBopavnBaTh. Takoro xopowero tabaka cTpesiok
He BMAEN Y)XKe NeT AecATb.

OH cBepHyn fiBe NanuMpochl U OTKYCW Y HUX KOHUYMKK, 4TOObI NyY-
LLe yyBCTBOBa/CA apomart Tabaka. OfHY NMannMpoCKy OH MpeaioXxun ye-
NOBEKY B YepHOM. TOT He 0TKasancs. Kaxblii BbITaLLUA U3 KOC-

Tpa no TNetoLLeli roNoBHe. 103
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CTpenok NpuKypun n rnyboko 3aTtsaHyncs apoMaTtHbIM AbiIMOM. OH
[aXe 3aKpbl/i rnasa, 4tobbl COCPefOTOUMTLCA HA OLLYLLIEHUAX, U BbIAOX-
HY/1 MeNEHHO, C HACNAXAEHUNEM.

—Hy Kak, XOpoL0? —CnpoCcu YenoBeK B YEPHOM.

—3amMeuaresibHo.

—UYT0 X, Hacnaxgaics. MoxeT cTatbes, Tebe elle 04eHb HECKOPO
NPeacTaBUTCA CNyyaid ONsATb 3aKypUTb.

CTpenok 1 6poBbiO He NoBen.

—BoT 1 cnaBHO, —NpOJ0/IXKaN YeNOBEK B YEPHOM, —TOrja HA4HEM.
Tbl JO/KEH NOHATHL OfHY Bellb: balwHa 6blna Bcerga, 1 Bcerga Haxoan-
NINCb TaKne MabUMLLKK, KOTOPbIE 3HANN O Held U CTPACTHO XXenanu ee,
60/bLUE Yem B1aCTW, 60raTCTBa M XXEHLWH... MabUYULLKN, KOTOPbIE YXO-
AUV Ha MOMCKM Tex ABepeit, UTo NpMBeayT K baluHe...

M 6bin pa3roBop, pasroBop AAUHON B caMyto JOATYH HOuYb, WU 6or
3HaeT CKO/bKO elle (M CKOMbKO 13 3TOro 6bIf0 NpaBAoii), HO NOTOM CTpe-
NOK CyMefNl BCMOMHWUTb O4YeHb HEMHOrOe U3 TOr0 pasroBopa... U emy, ¢
ero Ha pegKoCTb NPaKTUYECKUM CKNafjoM yMa, MHOroe nokasanoch 6ec-
CMbICNEHHbIM WM Xe YeM-TO TakKuM, YeMy He CTOM0 NpujaBaTthb 3Ha-
yeHusa. Yenosek B YePHOM CHOBa CKa3an emy, YTO OH [JO/KEH f06paThb-
€A A0 MOpS —BCEro-To MUMb ABaALaTh Ha 3anaj Mo nerkoi gopore, —un
Tam emy OyzeT fJapoBaHa cuia npusbiea. Cuna ansa U3BneyeHus.

—$1 He COBCEM TOYHO BbIpa3ucs, —cKa3an Yel0BeK B YEPHOM U
6pocua OKypoK B foroparowmii Koctep. —HMKTO Tebe HUYEro He gapy-
€T, CTPenoK, NOTOMY UTO OHa, 3Ta CUNa, YXXe eCTb B Tebe. U A JOMmKeH
cKasaTb Tebe 370, 0THACTU M3-3a TOrO, YTO Thl PELUMICA MOXEPTBOBATH
Mafib4MKOM, 0THACTM U3-3a TOFO, YTO TAKOB MOPSAAOK, ECTECTBEHHbIW X04
BeLlell. Bofie HAANEXMUT Teub C ropbl BHU3, a Tebe Haf1eXNT 3HaTb. Kak
A NOHMMaL0, Tbl NPMU30BELLb Cebe TPOUX... HO Ha CAMOM fiefle MHe BCe paB-
HO. 51 HUYEro He XQ4y 3HaTb.

—Tpoux, —npo6opmoTan CTPeoK, BCNOMHMB NpeAckasaHue opa-
Kyna.

—BoT Torga n HauHeTcs Becenbe. XKanko ToNbKO, MeHs Tam He 6y-
net. Mpowaii, cTpenok. A ceoe geno caenan. Llenb no-npexHemy y Tebs
B pykax. CMOTpU TONbKO, Kak 6bl OHa He 06MOTanacb BOKPYT TBOEM C06-
CTBEHHOIA LLlen.

Kak 6yAT0 Kakas-To BHeLHAs cuna NoATONKHYNa PonaHaa,
194 1 oH cnpocun:



—3T0 eLle He BCe, Npasaa?

—/Jla. —YenoBek B YepHOM Y/IbIGHY/ICA CTPesiKy CBOUMU Be3[0H-
HbIMW F1a3aMu U NPOTAHYN K HEMY PYKy. - [la 6ygeT cBeT.

W cTan ceeT. M Ha 3TOT pa3 CBET Obla1 XOPOLL.

K

PonaHf NPOCHY/CA Y OCTbIBLUEr0 KOCTPUMLLLA Y 06HapYXusl, 4To no-
cTapes Ha fecatb fieT. Ero yepHble BOMOCHI MOPefen Ha BUCKax U no-
JepHYNNCb CeANHON, LBeTa OCeHHeli NayTuHbl. MOpPLUUHBI Ha iLe CTa-
nm rnybxe, Koxxa —rpyoee.

OcTaTKu fpoB, KOTOpble OH cobupan Ans Koctpa, cAenannce TBep-
)Ke KaMHS$1, Ye/IOBEK B YEPHOM MPEBPATMIICS B YXMbINSAIOLMIACA CKENEeT B
NCTNeBatoLLLeM TEMHOM Malle: elle OAHa Ky4ka KOCTeli B 3TOM MecTe
CMepTH, eLle 04MH Yepen Ha 3ToW roarode.

JT0 [eiiCTBUTENBHO Thl? —nogyMan cTpenok. — YTo-To a co-
MHeBatoCb, YonTep 0 Mpak... YTO-TO 8 COMHeBatocb, MapTeH.

OH BCTaN Ha Horn u ornagenca. AnoTom BAPYT HAKNOHWUACS U Npo-
TAHYN PYKY K OCTaHKam CBOEro cobecefHuKa, ¢ KOTOPbIM OHM MPOroBo-
pWAy BCIO BYEPALLHIOK JONTYH HOYb (eCNW 3TO AeCTBUTENbHO Oblnn
0CTaHKM YonTepa) —HOYb, PaCTAHYBLUYIOCA Ha AecATb fieT. OH 0T/0-
MasT HUXKHIOH YeNtoCTb OT YXMbINALLErocsa Yepena u HebpexKHo 3acy-
HY/ ee B /IEBbIl NepeHUA KapMaH CBOMX AXKMHCOB. BnonHe nogxopas-
Las 3aMeHa A4N5 TOi, YTo ocTanachb B ropax.

—W 4To 13 TOro, 4TO Thl MHE roBopuA, 66110 NpPaBAoA? —cnpocun
OH. OH 6blN yBepeH, 4To 04YeHb HeMHOroe. Ho n10Xb 6blna xopoLua. Mpex-
[ie BCEro MOTOMY, YTO OHa OYeHb YMeNo Mellanach ¢ NpaBaoi.

bawHa. 'ge-To Tam, Bnepeau, OHa XAeT ero —cpeaortoymne Bpeme-
HW, cpegoToyne Pasmepa.

OH cHoBa oTnpaBuaca B NyTb. Ha 3anag. MoBepHYBLUNCH CIMHOW K
BOCXOAY, MLLOM K OKeaHy. OCO3HaBas, YTO LLe/bli 3Tan ero XXM3Hu npo-
LLen, 3aBepLumncs.

—9 nobun Tebs, [yKeiiK, —CKasan OH BCAyX.

Ero oHemenoe Teno NocTeneHHO NPUoBpeno 06bIYHYHO MOABMKHOCTb,
OH 3alliaran 6bICTpee 1 y>ke BeUepOM Bbilen Ha Kpail 3emnn. OH ycencs
Ha NyCcTbIHHOM 6epery, YTo NPOCTUpancs v BNeBO, 1 BNPaBo, TEPAACH B
6eckoHe4YHoCTU. BonHbl 6unuck o b6eper, HakaTbiBas HenpecTaHHO. 3a-
X0AsLLee COMHLE 0Kpacuio Bogy (hasnblnBbIM 30/10TOM.

CTpenok cugen, obpatme NMLO K MEPKHYLLEMY CBETY AHS.

OH 3ameuTancd, rnaas Ha Hebo, rae yxe saxuranucb 3sesgbl; J95



ero pewnMocTb He ocnabna, cepaLe He AporHyno. Betep Tpenan ero Bo-
nockl, Tenepb MOpPeAeBLUNE M NOCEAEBLUME HA BUCKaX; PEBO/IbBEPLI €ro
oTLa C PYKOATAMM U3 caHAana nexanu, CnokovHble n becnowaHblie, y
Hero Ha 6egpax. OH Obl1 OAMHOK, HO He CYMTaN OAMHOYECTBO YEM-TO
NA0XUM UAN NOCTbIAHBIM. TbMa ONyCTUAaCh Ha MUP, U MUP CABUHYCA
B MecTa. CTpenokK xpaan, Koraa npuaeT Bpems ANna U3BneyeHns, U npega-
BasiCs CBOMM JONrUM rpesam 0 TeMHOW BallHe, K KOTOPOi OH nogoiiaeT
OfHaXXAbl —B CyMepKax, Tpy6s B por, 4To6bl CPa3uTbCS B MOCNeAHEN
HEMbICIMMOI 6UTBE.






[OoHY 'paHTy, KOTOPbIA HA CBOW CTpax npuckK
“3naeT 3T POMaHbl OfMH 3a APYrUM.



3BfIeYeHNe TPOUX» —BTOPOl TOM ASIMHHOW UCTOPUK
nog HassaHuem «TemHas balHa», UCTopuKn, HaBesH-
HOW 1 10 HEKOTOPOI CTeNeHN 0CHOBaHHOM Ha noame Po-
6epTta bpayHuHra «Yaing PonaHg K TeMHoW baluHe
npullen»*, Kotopas, B CBOH o4epefb, BOCXOAUT K «Ko-
ponto Nnpy».

B nepsom Tome, «CTpesiok», MOBECTBYETCA O TOM, Kak PonaHg, noc-
NeAHNIA CTPENoK U3 MUpPa, KOTOPbI «CABMHYCA C MecTa», HaKOHeL, Ha-
CTUTaeT YeNoBeKa B YEPHOM... OHOI0 KOJ/IfyHa, 3a KOTOPbIM OH rOHUTCA
OYeHb aBHO —Mbl [JaXKe He 3HaeM CKOJIbKO. YenoBeK B YHePHOM OKas3bl-
BaeTCA TeM CamblM YONTepOM, KOTOPbIA OLHO Bpems MpPpUKUAbiBancs
601bLIMM ApYyroM oTua PonaHga. 9To 66110 TOrAa, KOrga Mup eLle ocra-
BaICA MPEXHUM.

Llens PonaHga —He 3ToOT nosnyyenosek. Ero uens —TemHas baw-
HA. YenoBek B YepHOM, a TOUHEe, TO, YTO OH 3HAeT, —nepBblii war Po-
NlaHfa Ha NyTW K 3TOMY TaMHCTBEHHOMY MECTY.

KT0 e Takoii PonaHg? Kakum 6b11 ero Mup 4o Toro, Kak OH «CABU-
Hyncs ¢ MecTa»? UTo 370 3a BallHA M NoYeMy OH CTPEMUTCS K Heid?
OTBeTbI eCTb, HO TO/IbKO OTPbIBOYHbIE. PONaHa —CTPEnokK, CBOEro posa
pbiLapb, OAWH U3 TeX, KOMY BBEPEHO XPaHWTb MWP, KOTOPbINA, Kak Mo-
MHWT ero PonaHp, «6bln UCNONHEH N06BY 1 CBETa», U 6epedb 3TOT MuUp,
He [jaBas eMy CABUraTbCA.

Msbl 3Haem, 4To PonaHgy MpuULINOCL MPOWATM 06PSA MHULMALUN
MHOrO paHbllie pa3yMHbIX CPOKOB MOC/e TOro, Kak OH 06HapyXus, 4To
ero matb ctana no6osHULE MapTeHa, YHePHOKHUXHUKA, UCKYLLEHHOTO

* B nepeBoge Ha pycckuii A3biK B. aBreHKOBOW CTPOKa 3By4nT
TaK: «PonaHg go 3amka YepHoro gowen». —Ilpumeu. peg. 199



B KONAOBCKOM MCKYCCTBe ropa3go 6onblue Yontepa (KOTOpbIV BTaiiHe
oT oTua PonaHga 6b11 B croBope ¢ MapTeHOM); Mbl 3HaeM, 4To MapTeH
crneymanbHoO MOACTPOMA Tak, 4Tobbl PonaHz y3Han o ero cBssm ¢ mate-
pbto, B HAZEX/E, UTO TOT HE BbIAEPXMUT UCNbITAHWUSA 1 BYAET «M3rHAH Ha
3anaf», TO eCTb HaBCerga cTaHeT OTBEPXXEHHBIM; Mbl 3HaeM, 4To PonaHg
C YecTb0 MpoLLen 60eBOe KpeLLeHue.

A YTO Mbl 3Haem eLe? YTo MuUp CTpenka B YeM-TO OYEHb HanoMmHa-
eT Halll. B Hem coxpaHunnch 0CTaTKW LMBUAN3ALMM, Mano YeM OTanYa-
foLeiics OT Haweli: 6EH30KON0HKMN, HaNpUMep, 1 HEKOTOpble NecHu (4a
X0TS 6bl «3M, I)Kya» UM KycodeK OfHOI HeCKnagyLlKun, KoTopas Ha-
UMHaeTCs co cnoB «506bl, 606bI, HET My3blKanbHeR efibl»), a HEKOTOPbIE
06bl4an N pUTYyanbl Kak-TO YXX CAMULIKOM MOXO0XMW Ha Halln HECKO/bKO
pOMaHTU3MPOBaHHbIe NpeacTaBfeHuns o Aukom 3anage.

W ecTb ewe oaHa 3aLenka, CTpaHHbLIM 06pa3oM COefUHAIOWAa MUP
CTpenKa ¢ Halmm. Ha opoXKHOA CTaHLMK Y [aBHO 3a6POLLEHHOMO Npoes-
XEro TpakTa B He0603p1MOIi 6e3XKM3HEHHOI NyCTbiHe PonaHay BCTpeya-
eTCs ManbuuK No MMeHU [pkeiik, KOTOpbI yMep B HalleM Mupe. Ha camom
Jene ero younu: BesgecyLunii (1 He 3HaIOLLLMIA XKaN0CTK) YeN0BEK B HEPHOM
CTO/NIKHY/ ero ¢ TpoTyapa Ha MPOoe3XyHo YacTb. [KeliK Torfa Lwaras B KO-
ny ¢ nopTdenem B OLHON pyke U NAaKeTOM C 3aBTPakoMm B Apyroii. Mocnea-
Hee, YTO OH 3arMOMHW/ O CBOEM MMPe —O HalleM mMupe, —3To TO, KakK ero
[laBST Kofieca rPOMafiHOr0 «Kafunnaka... ¥ Kak OH yMupaeT.

He3agonro 4o nocnefHeli BCTPeUM C YeN0BEKOM B YepHOM [Kelik no-
rmbaeT CHOBa... Ha 3TOT pa3 NOTOMY, YTO CTPESIOK, BTOPOiA pa3 B XKU3HW Mno-
CTaBNeHHbIA nepef HeyMOAUMbIM BbIOOPOM, BCe-Taku npegnoyntaeT
MOXKepTBOBaTb Ma/lbUKOM, KOTOPbI/ B CUMBO/IMYECKOM MfaHe CTan emy
CbIHOM. Korza npuLuniocs BeibnpaTb Mexay ballHeii n pebeHKoM, ObITb MO-
XET, MeXay NPOKNATMEeM U cnaceHuem, PonaHp Bbibpan baluHto.

—  Torpa ugute, —ckasan emy [keiik nepes TeM, kak cCoOpBaThCs B
nponacTtb. —ECTb 1 Apyrue Mmpbl, KPOMe 3TOrO.

lNocnegHee cTonkHoBeHWe PonaHga M Yontepa NPOUCXOAUT Ha
NbIIbHOM FoAroge UCTNEBaKOLUX KOCTel. YenoBeK B YepHOM ragaet Po-
naHfy Ha kaptax Tapo. KapTbl NoKa3biBalOT MYXUNHY —Y 3HUKA, XKEH-
WnHY —Iocnoxy TeHel 1 TEMHYHO TeHb, MMeHYeMyto nNpocTo CMepTb
(«Ho He TBOS, CTPENIOK», —TOBOPUT EMY Y€/0BEK B YepHOM). B HacToA-
LeM TOMe Kak pa3 M pacCka3sblBaeTcs 0 TOM, KaK CObIBanMCb 3TW Npej-
CKasaHus... 0 BTOpOM wware PonaHga Ha AOATOM ¥ TPYAHOM MyTW K
TemHoli BaliHe.

Tom nepBbIit —«CTPEIOK» —3aKaHUMBAETCS Ha TOM, UTO PonaHp cu-
OWT Ha Bepery 3anagHoro Mops U rAAUT Ha 3aKaT. Yenosek B 4epHOM MepTB.

Byayliee BUANTCA CTPESIKY CMYTHO. «/I3BMieYeHMe TPOMX» Hau-
200 HaeTcs Ha TOM Xe caMOM Bepery, 4acoB CeMb CMyCTS.



Tpenok nNpobyanncs oT cymObypHOro cHa, CoCcTosBLUe-
ro, KaXkeTtcs, U3 0HOro0-eIMHCTBEHHOr0 0bpasa: Mops-
Ka M3 Konofbl KapT Tapo, Mo KOTOPbIM 4efnoBeK B
4yepHOM npeAckasbiBan (MAWM AUWbL Aenan Bug, 4To
npefcKasbiBaeT) CTPE/IKY ero ropectHoe 6yayliee.
«OH TOHET, CTPENOK, —rOBOPWA Ye/I0BEK B Uep-
HOM, —W HWUKTO He BpoCUT eMy BepeBKY. Manbumk [>Keik».

Ho 370 6b11 He KoLLIMap, a XOPOLUMIA COH. XOpOLUKMiA, TOTOMY YTO BO CHE
TOHY/1 OH CaM, & 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO OH 6biN He PonaHZoM, a [)keiikoMm, 1 noTo-
MY 4yBCTBOBa/1 HECKa3aHHOe 06MEryYeHme: NyyLle YXX YTOHYTb, Kak ek,
UeM XUTb, KaK XXMBET OH —Ye/0BEK, P KaKoi-TO XONOLHOW MeUTbI npe-
[aBLunii pebeHKa, KOTOpbI eMy [OBepAN.

XopoLuo. 3ameyaTe/bHO. A TOHY, AyMas OH, MPUCAYLLNBaACh K PeBY
mops. MycTb 8 yTOHY. HO TO 6bin He rnac pa3BepcTbiX ry6OuH, a cKpe-
YKET BOMH O TOPNOBUHY NPUBPEXHbIX KaMHeld. [JeNCTBUTENbHO N OH
MOpAK? A ecnu Tak, TO NoYeMy TOrja cyla Tak 611M3Ko? A B camoM fJene,
pa3Be OH He Ha TBepoli 3emne? BneuaTneHume 6bIno Takoe, Kak 6yaTo...

NefaHas Bofa okaTwuna ero canoru, NOAHANAaCL NO HOram 0 camoro
naxa. OH pe3Ko OTKPbIN FNa3a, HO BOBCE He ero 3aMep3Luue fua, KoTo-
pble CbEXMANCH BAPYT A0 Pa3MepoB, Kak eMy NokKasanoch, rpeLkux ope-
XO0B, BbIpBa/n CTPE/IKa 13 CHa 1 faXke He YXac, KOTOPbIM TaK U NOAbIXHY10
CrnpaBa, HO MbIC/b O €ro PeBO/IbBEPAX... €0 PEBONbBEPAX U, UTO BaKHee,
naTpoHax. HamoKLve peBo/ibBEPbI eLLe MOXHO ObICTPO pa3obpaTb, Bbl-
TepeTb Hacyxo, CMasaTb Kak cneayeT, OnsTb BbITEPETb, NOBTOPHO CMa-
3aTb UM CHOBa cOOPaTb; Cbipble Xe NaTPOHbI, Kak 1 MNOoAMOKLLIMe
CMWUYKK, MOTYT €LLle CTOANTLCS, @ MOTYT U HET. 201



Y>acom Besifio 0T HeKOIi Non3yyeit TBapu, KOTOPYHO, BEPOSITHO, Bbl-
Hecn0 Ha 6eper BONHONK. OHa ¢ Tpy0M BO/0YMA N0 NECKY CBOE MOKPOe
6necTawee Teno 6onee YeTbipex PyToB B A/IMHY. Ha paccTOSHUM YeTbl-
pex ApAoB cnpasa OT cTpenka. CTpaHHOe CyL,ecTBO MANMNOCL Ha Po-
naHfja CBOMMM rnaskamu Ha cTebenbkax, MOTOM pPackpbino AANHHbI
3a3yOpeHHbIl, KakK Nuia, KB U NPUHANOCH N3[aBaTb Kakne-TO 3BYKM,
[0 XYTW MOX0XMNe Ha YeSI0BEYECKYHO peUb: UCMOMTHEHHbIE NeYvanu, faxe
0TYasAHWA BOMPOCHI Ha YYXXOM A3blKe.

—[ng-a-unk? ym-a-yym ?lag-a-vyam? leg-a-yek ?

CTpenky A0BOAMNOCL BUAETb OMapoB. 3TO Oblf HE OMap, HO U3 BCeX
CTPaHHbIX CYLUECTB, eMy U3BECTHbIX, NMOXa/yii, TO/IbKO OMap UMeS C 3TUM
co3faHneM XoTs Obl OTAaNEHHOe CXOACTBO. [ MOX0Xe, OHO HUCKOMbKO ero
He 6osinock. CTPeNioK He NpesCcTaBA, ONacHO OHO MW HeT. Ero coBcem He
BO/IHOB&/1a NyTaHWULA B rON0BE, TO eCTb €ro BpeMeHHas HecrnocobHOCTb
BCMOMHWTb, e OH 1 KaK Clofia monasl, Ha caMoM i Aene A0orHan YenoBeka
B YEPHOM WM EMY 3TO TOSTbKO NPUCHWNOCH. HO OfHO OH 3HaN TBEPAO: HYX-
HO BbIOPATLCS M3 BOAbI, MOKa HE MPOMOK/IM MATPOHbI.

BApyr OH ycnbiwan Apo6HbIlA, HapacTalowmMii peB BoAbl U, 0TBep-
HYBLUMCb OT CTPAHHOrO CyliecTBa (OHO 3aMepfio Ha MecTe, MOAHAN0
K/ELWHW, NPX NOMOLLM KOTOPbIX M BONOYMIOCH MO CyLUE, Y HaNmOMWUHaNo
Tenepb 60Kcepa B OTKPbITON CTOWKe, KOTOpas Ha3blBaeTCs, Kak yumnn nx
KopT, CTOMKOI YecTn), Nnornagen Ha BCNeHeHHY Nonocy npuamsea.

OHo CNbILLMT BONHY, NOAyMan CTPenokK. AHe 3Hat0, YT0 3T0 3a TBapb
Takas, HO yLUM Y Hee ecTb. OH MonbITancs BCTaTb, HO 3aTEKLLME HOTM
cpasy e NoAOrHYNNCh NOJ, HUM.

1 BCe eLLie Cn/ito, MOAYMaN OH, HO fjaXe B TaKOM NOMYTHEHHOM COCTOS-
HMW YMa MbIC/b 3Ta Obl/1a CANLIKOM YX CO6/1a3HUTE/bHOM, YTOObI OKa3aTb-
cs npasAol. OH eLle pa3 NonbITancs BCTaTb, M eMy 3T0 NOYTH YAanoch, HO
MOTOM HOTY ONATL NogKocUAMCL. BonHa HagBuranack. Ha TpeTbto nonbIT-
Ky BPEMeHW He ocTaBasnock. [puaeTca eMy B3aTb NpUMep C 3TON TBapy cnpa-
Ba 1 MepeaBnraTbes TakMM Xe CocoboM: 0TTa/IKMBasACh PyKaMu, OH 0TMON3
M0 ranbKe nojasblue OT BOMHbI.

EMy He yAianocb NOMHOCTLIO CMACTUCh OT Hee, HO BCe Xe Lienn CBOel
OH focTur. BosiHe focTanuchk TO/IbKO ero canoru. Boga gobpanack no-
uTU [0 KOfeH, a NoToM oTcTynuna. MOXKeT, ¥ nepBas TO>Ke Obina He
Takoii 60nbLUON, Kak g gyman. MOXKeT...

B Hebe Bu1cen NoayKpyr NyHbl, 3aTSHYTbIA TYMaHHOM AbIMKOM, HO BCe-
Taky CKBO3b Hee NPO6KBAaNOCh JOCTATOUHO CBETA, YUTOObI CTPE/IOK pasris-
[ien, uTo ero Kobypbl NOAO3PUTENLHO NOTEMHENN. PeBO/bBEPLI YK TOYHO
HamoKnu. Toka elle HEeBO3MOXHO 6bIf0 ONPeAeNnTb, HACKOMIbKO CUMTbHO
MOCTpajaio OpYyXue 1 He HAMOK/IM M 1 NaTPOHbl TOXe B 6apabaHax U B

naTpoHTalle. CHayana Hy>XXHO ybpaTbCsi Mofasblue OT BOJH, a Mo-
TOM Y)Ke MOXHO 1 NpoBepsiTb. CHavana HyXxHo...



— Jogp-a-4yok?

Ha aToT pa3 3BYK pasgasics ropasgo 6nmke. O3ab04eHHbI TONMbKO TeM,
Kak 6bl He HaMOUWTb NaTPOHbI, CTPENOK COBEPLLEHHO 3abbln O CO3A4aHUK,
KOTOpOe BblHeC NpuavB. OrnsagesLUMCh MO CTOPOHAM, OH YBUAEN, YTO OHO
Tenepb BCEr0-TO B YeTbIpex (hyTax. BoH3as KnewwHy B Necok, nepeMeLLaH-
HbIVi C ranbKoWi 1 paKyLLKaMu, OHO NOAN0A3ano Bce 6amke. MsacucTtoe Yne-
HWCTOE TEJI0 NPUMOAHANOCH, TYT XK€ HaNoMHUB CTPeSIKY CKOPMNOHa, 04HaK0
PonaHg He pa3rnagen Ha XBocTe ana.

Ele oguH ckpexewywmnin poKoT nNpmbos, Ha 3ToT pa3 rpomye. Cy-
LLLeCTBO CHOBA 3aCTbI/I0 HA MECTEe U NOAHAMO0 K/eLlHW B CBOEl BapuaLmm
CTONKMN YeCTU.

3Ta BO/HA 6blna 60MbLUE NPeXXHUX. PonaHA cHOBa MONOA3 BBEPX NO
nosoromMy nNpmopPeXXHOMY CK/IOHY M TOMIbKO OMepcst pykaMu Ans nepso-
ro TONYKa, KaK CyLLeCTBO pPBaHYNOCb K HEMY CO CKOPOCTbIO, KOTOPOi
HWKaK Henb3a 6bI10 OT HEro 0XuaaTh, CyAs No nNpeablaywmum TsSxeno-
BECHbIM [BVXKEHUAM.

CTpenok owWyTua ApKyHo BCNbILWKY 6011 B NpaBOil pyKe, HO celivac
He 6bIN0 BPeMeHW Ha pa3mbliuneHns. OH OTTONKHY/ICA Kabnykamu CBO-
NX NPOMOKLUUX carnor, NOATAHY/ICA Ha PyKax U CyMen-Taku onepeanTb
BOJIHY.

— Ounp-a-unk? —BonpoLlano YyaoBuiLe CBOUM XanobHbiM (Move-
MY Thbl He X04elllb MOMOYb MHe? Tbl pa3Be He BUAMLLbL, YTO A B 0TYas-
HUN?) TONOCKOM.

CywiecTBo 6poCcKn0Ch Ha Hero CHoBa, U PoflaHg NuLb Tenepb yBU-
[ien, Kak ero ykasaTefibHbll U CPefHUIA Nanblbl LEANKOM MUCYe3aloT B
3a3yb6peHHOM K/IH0Be, 1 efiBa yCcnen oTAEPHYTb KPOBOTOYALLYHO NPaByto
PYyKy, cnacas ocTasLUMecs TpW nanbla.

— Aym-a-yym? lag-a-yam?

CTpenok, nowarbiBasch, NogHANCA. Yy[0oBuLLe NPONOPO0 KeLl-
Heli LUTaHWHY ero HaCkBO3b MPOMOKLLMX AXKWHCOB, pa3ofpano canor u3
CTapoWi 1 MATKOM, HO KPENKOW, He XYXXe Xefe3a, KOXMN U BbIPBasio y Hero
N3 UKPbI KYCOK M#ACa.

OH NoTSHYNCA NpaBoii pyKoW K Kobype, 1 TONbKO KOrAa peBosibBep
ynan Ha necok, PonaHg coobpasun, 4To 415 3TOro CTaporo Kak Mmp cmep-
TOHOCHOTO [BMXXEHUS eMY He XBaTaeT ABYX NasbLes.

Uyaniue xafHO Habpocunochb Ha peBosbBep.

—Hert, cBonoub! —npopbivan PonaHg 1 NHyN TBapb HOroi. C Tem
)K€ YCMEXOM OH MOr Obl MMHATb U KaKo-HUOYAb BanyH... KOTOPbIli BAO-
6aBoK eLle 1 KycaeTca. YyoBuLLLe 0TXBATU/I0O HOCOK €ro npasoro carno-
ra, a BMECTe C HUM —MOYTK Becb 6O/bLUONM Naney U CTAHYNO camnor ¢
HOru.

CTpenok HarHyncs, NogHAN PeBOMbBEP, YPOHWUA €ro, rpss-

HO BbIpyrancs, HO B KOHLLe KOHLLOB CNPaBuCs ¢ HAM. To, 4TooH 203



npexzae fenan urparun, He yTpyxaas cebs gaxe Tem, 4Tobbl 3aLyMbl-
BaTbCA 06 3TOM, BAPYT OKa3anoch CNOXHENLLMUM TPIOKOM BPOJE XOHT-
NUPOBaHNS.

TBapb Tpenana canor CTpeska, paspbiBas ero Ha 4acTu 1 6opmoya cBou
HeBHATHbIe BOMpOCLl. BonHa HakaTbiBana Ha 6eper, neHa Ha ee rpebHe Ka-
3anacb MepTBEHHO-6M1eAHON B NPO6MBAIOLLEMCSA CKBO3b CUTO TyMaHHOI
neneHbl cBeTe nonymecsaua. OmapoobpasHas rafvHa npekpaTuia Tepsatb
caror v NoAHsMa KneLHy B 60KCEPCKOIA CTOMKe.

JleBoii pykoi PonaHp BbITalM BTOPOW PEBOMbBEP U TPUXKALI Ha-
Xan Ha CMyCcKOBOW KPHOUYOK. YMK-UYMK-YUK.

Mo KpaliHeit Mepe Tenepb BCe SICHO C MaTpoHamu B 6apabaHax.

OH cyHyn neBbIli peBonbBep B KOBYpPY. UTo6bI yOpaTh Npasblil, eMy
NPULWIOChL NEBOV PyKOW NOBEPHYTb €ro CTBOIOM BHU3 1 TO/IbKO MOTOM
OTMNYCTUTb, YTOBLI OH cam BCcTan Ha MecTo. KpoBb 1cnavkana BbiTepTble
[epeBsHHbIe PYKOATW; MATHA KPOBWM anefin Ha Kobype v Ha NMOHOLLEH-
HbIX IXKMHCax TaM, rae kobypa conpukacanach ¢ TKaHbto. KpoBb xnecTa-
na n3 aByx o6pybkoB, Ha MecTe KOTOPbIX COBCEM HeAaBHO Oblv [Ba
nasbLa.

OHeMeHWe B HOTax eLLe He MPoLLo, 1 60/1b B UCKaNe4eHHO NpaBoii
CTYMHe NPaKTUYeCcKn He YyBCTBOBAACh, 3aTO pyKa NoMbiXana pesyLinm
orHem. Mpu3paky UCKYCHbIX, HATPEHMPOBAHHbIX NasbLeB, YTO pasnara-
NNCb Tenepb B XXeNy[0UHbIX COKax B yTpobe TBapu, Kak 6yATo BONWUAW O
TOM, Y4TO OHW eLLe 3[eCb, Ha PYKE, ¥ 4TO UM HEBLIHOCMMO 6OMLHO.

Ka>keTcs, y MeHs HaspeBaloT 6onblume Npo6iembl, OTCTpaHEHHO
nogyman CTpesok.

BonHa oTcTynuia. Yyauiie onycTuio KAewHW, Npornoposio o4epes-
HYIO [blpy B canore cTpesika, HO MOTOM Mepeaymano, Pe3oHHO peLuus,
4TO B/ajeneL, canora ropasfo BKyCHee CTaporo Kycka KoXu, KOTOpyHo
OH HEKMM TaUHCTBEHHbIM 06pa3om cbpocu.

-[lym-a-4yM?—cnpocuio OHO 1 pBaHY/0Ch K CTPESIKY C yKacaroLLei
cKopocTbto. CTPeNioK OTCTYNWA, MOYTKU He YyBCTBYS Nog co6oit Hor. Tosb-
KO Terepb emy MpUWLLIO B FO/I0BY, YTO 3TO CO3JaHVe HafeneHo KakMMm-To
pasymom. OHO Npu6aM3nNoCh K Hemy, 6bITb MOXET, NpPojenaB HeManbli
nyTb BAONb Gepera, Npr6aN3MA0Ch OCTOPOXKHO, MOTOMY UTO He 3Ha/10, YTO
OH TaKoe W Ha 4To crnocobeH. Ecnu 6bl BonHa NpuavBa He pasbyauna Po-
naHfja, ata TBapb cofpana 6bl KOXY € ero nnua, NoKa OH cras 1 BUAen CHbl.
A cellyac CyLLECTBO Y)Ke BbISICHU/O, YTO OH He TO/IbKO MPUSITEH Ha BKYC, HO
eLLe 1 ya3BUM: nerkas fooblva.

OHa y)Xe HacTurana ero —TBapb A/MHON B YeTbIpe (hyTa 1 BbICOTON
B OfVH, KOTOpas BMOJIHe MOr/a BeCUTb DYHTOB CeMbAecAT. Takas e
LleNIeyCTpeM/IeHHas N 0TKPOBEHHO XMLLHas, KaK U cokon [asug, ToT, 4To

6bln y CTpenkKa eLle B ero feTCKue rofbl, Tonbko 6e3 JaBnaoBbix
204 cMyTHbIX NPU3HAKOB NPefaHHOCTY.



Kabnykom canora CTpesioK 3auenuacs 3a BbICTYNaloLWMiA U3 necka
KaMeHb 1 efiBa He ynaJi.

—/[lof-a-4o0K? —cnpocuno YyaoBuiLe Kak 6yATo faxe 3a60TAMBO,
BbITapaLLMIoCh Ha CTPEeIKa CBOMMM Fnaskamu, KObILLYLMMACS Ha CTe-
6enbkax, W MPOTSHYNO KMEWHW... HO TyT HabBexxana Bo/Ha NpUAunBa, u
KNeLHN CHOBa MOAHANNCH B CTOMKe YecTW. OHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHu fe-
FOHbLKO MOAParvnBanu, 1 CTPeNoK MOHsA, YTO CYLLEecTBO Tak pearmpyet
Ha 3BYK BOJIHbI 1 YTO Cceliuac 3TOT 3ByK —ANS ero npecnefosarens no
KpaiiHeli mepe —6bIN 4y Tb-4yThb Nocnabee.

CTpenok oTCTynun Hasag, nepeluarHyB Yepe3 KaMeHb, W HarHyncs B
TOT caMblii MOMEHT, KOT/ia BOJIHA CO CKPEXELLYLLIMM PEBOM 06pyLUMAach Ha
yCesiHHbII ranbKoii 6eper. Ero ronosa okasanacb B KaKMX-HUOY b HECKO/b-
KMX toliMax OT HaCeKOMOMOAOGHOT0 pbifia YyAoBuLLia. OHO MOFJIO 3anpoc-
TO BblLjapanaTtb emy r/asa, XBaTtuio 6bl OAHOr0 B3Maxa KMewHU, HO 3Tu
TpeneLLyLye KNeLWH, Tak MOX0XWE Ha CTUCHYTbIE Ky/laku, 0CTaBa/IMCh BO3-
AEeTbIMU K HeGY N0 06eMM CTOPOHaM ero nomyrasybero KBa.

CTpenok NoTAHYNCS 3a KAMHEM, U3-3a KOTOPOI0 OH YyTb He ynan. 370
OblN 300POBEHHbIN KaMeHb, HaMoIOBUHY BPOCLUWIA B NeCOoK. Ero nckane-
UeHHas Npasas pyKa 3aHblna, KOrja KOMbs rpsi3v 1 OCTpble rpaHu KaMHS
BPe3anCh B OTKPbITYIO KPOBOTOUALLLYHO M/10Th, HO CTPENOK BCE Xe Bblaep-
HYN KaMeHb 13 CNIEXAaBLLErocs necka v, 3aKycus rybbl, MOAHS ero.

—[lag-a... —Havano 661710 Yy0BMLLE, ONYCKas U pa3xmnmas Knewl-
HW MO Mepe TOro, Kak OTKaTblBana BOMHA U 3aMuMpan ee pes, HO CTPeNoK
130 BCEX CWM FPOXHY/ KAMHEM MO CMUHE TBapU.

Paspfasncs Tpeck —aTo c/IoMancs NAacTUHYaThI NaHUmMpb. YyaosuLe
GeLUeHo 13BMBANIOCH NOJ KAMHEM, ero XBOCT HENCTOBO 61/ 0 NECOK, BBEPX-
BHW3, BBEPX-BHM3. Ero BonpoLualLLme MHTOHaL M 06epHYANCH FYXUMK
BOMNMSAAIMM 60/1. KNeLHW Wenkanu, NbiTascb CXBaTUThL NYCTOTY. 3a3y6peH-
HbI KNKOB CKPEXeTan 0 KOMKW NecKa v rasbky.

W Bce e, Korga Habexana ouepeAHas BOJHA, TBapb MOMbITANACh
MOLHATb KNELHW, 1 B TO )K€ MFTHOBEHWE CTPEIOK HAaCTyNWA eli Ha rofioBy
CBOMM YLENEBLIMM CanoroM. 3BYK Obl/1 TaKUM, Kak 6YATO XPYCTHYNO
MHOF0-MHOI0 CyXMX TOHKUX NPYTWKOB. M3-nog Kabnyka, 6pbi3HYB B 06
CTOPOHbI, NOTeK/a Kakas-To rycras Xwka. YepHoro ugeta. Yygosuue
BbIrM6anoch Ayroii U HEMCTOBO M3BMBaNoCh. CTPENOoK elle CUIbHEee Ha-
[aBun canorom.

Habe>kana BosHa.

KnewHun TBapu MPUNOAHANWCHL Ha AKOWM... Ha fBa AtoiiMa... 3a-
TPACAUCH U yNanu, CYA0POXKHO CKUMAACh U Pa3KMMasCh.

Ctpenok y6pan Hory. 3a3ybpeHHbIli KNtOB, KOTOPbIV 0TTAMNAN OT ero
WBOW NA0TW fBa Nanbla Ha PyKe 1 OfWH Ha Hore, MeA/IeHHO PacKpblf-
ca U 3akpbinca. OauH YCUK nexan, CI0MaHHbIRA, Ha necke, Apy-
roii 6eCCMBbICTIEHHO TPEMbIXaNCH. 205



CTpenok elle pa3 npuneyatan HOrol nsgpbixatollee yygosuule. Mo-
TOM —elLe.

OH C HaTy>XHbIM B3[JOXOM OTBa/IU/1 HOFO/ KamMeHb 1 MpoLUencs BLOMb
npaBoro 60ka TBapy, MeTOAMYHO MUHAs NaHLUMPb NEBbIM CarloroM, siomas
€ero, BTanTbIBas 61efHble BHYTPEHHOCTM B TEMHO-CEPbIN Necok. UynosuiLe
M340X/10, HO iN1S1 CTPE/IKA 3TOr0 BbINI0 Mao: HMKOT Aa 3a CBOK A0ATYHO, MOS-
HYH0 MpeBpaTHOCTEl YXKN3Hb OH elle He 6bia TaK TAXKENO paHeH, K TOMY Xe
BCE 3TO NMPOM30LLNO0 TaK HEOXMAHHO.

OH npofomkan TonTaTb JOX/YIO TBapb, NOKa He yBUAeN Nocpeam
MPOKMCLLIEr0 MeCMBa CBOV COOCTBEHHBIN Nanew, ¢ 6en0i MbiNbio NOA HOT-
TeM —nbIbK C FOArOgbl, Fe OHW C Ye/IOBEKOM B YepHOM Benu 6ecko-
HEeYHO [ONruiAi pasroBop. BOT TyT-TO CTpPenok OTBEpPHYACA, U ero
BbIPBaNo.

CTpenok 3allaran 06paTHO K BOAe, NOLLATbIBAACH KaK MbAHbINA, Npu-
XUMas K pybaxe CBOK UCKaneUYeHHYIO pyKy. Bpems oT BpeMeHu OH or-
nAfblBancs, 4Tobbl YL0CTOBEPUTLCS, UTO FHYCHAas TBapb He BOCKPeCa,
KaK KaKas-HWOYAb XMBYy4Yas oca, M0 KOTOPO KONOTAT-KOMOTAT, a OHa
BCE M3BUBAETCS, OrNYLLEHHAsA, HO XXMBas; ybeanTbCs, UTO OHa He FTOHUT-
€A1 332 HUM, 3a/1aBas HeYneHopas/enbHble BOMNPOCHI CBOMM [0 XYTU OTHa-
AHHbIM FO/10COM.

Ha nonnyTu K BoAe OH OCTaHOBU/CA W CTOAN Tak, LWaTanch, rNagsa Ha
TO CaMOe MecCTO, /e BCE 3TO U Hayanock. [nsas u BcnomnHas. Mo Beelt BU-
OVMOCTHU, OH YCHY/ Yy Tb HXKE BEPXHEN MUHWUM NpunmBa. CTPeNoK NogHAN
C 3eMJIM JOPOXKHYHO CYMKY W CBOW pa3ogpaHHbIii canor.

B paso6navaroLieM CBETe NyHbl OH YBUAEN U ApYrUX TBapei —Ta-
KUX XKe — MW B MPOMEXYTKE MeXay Haberawwmmy BOAHAMU pasanyu
MX BOMPOLLAKLLMe FoMoca.

OCTOPOXHO, LIar 3a Warom CTPefiok OTCTYNWA K TOMY MeCTy, rae
raneyHblii NASX CMEHSCA TpaBol. Tam OH yCescs W chenan Bce, YTo
CUMTaN HYXHbIM cfAenaTb: NpuUcbinan 06pybKM OTKYCaHHbIX NanblLieB
ocTaTKaMu Tabaka, YTobbl OCTaHOBUTL KPOBOTEUYEHME, —MpUCkINan no-
rywe, He obpatlias BHUMaHMNA Ha HOBbIE MPUCTYMbI 60/1M (Tenepb B 3TOT
XOp BCTYNU/T 1 OTOPBAaHHbIA 60MbLION Nanewl, HOrM), a NOTOM MPOCTO
cugen, NOKpbIBasCh NCNapMHOIA Ha CTYAEHOM BETPY, U ragan, bygeT 3a-
paXKeHMe UM HeT U Kak emMy Tenepb 06X0AnTbCa 6e3 ABYyX MasibLeB Ha
npaBoii pyke (4TO KacaeTcs peBO/ibBEPOB, TYT 06e pyKu ero 6bian pas-
Hbl, HO BO BCEX OCTa/bHbIX eNax OH /I0BYee CpaBasaca NpaBoi). A elle
OH rajan o0 ToM, A40BMTasA Oblna TBapb UAN HET, a eCAIN [a, TO He NPOHUK
NN yXKe 3TOT A7, eMy B KPOBb U HACTAHET I 151 HEFO 3aBTPALLHUIA AeHb.



pu. BoT uncno TBOoeit Cyabobl.
—Tpn?
—[la. Tpy — MUCTUHYeCKoe ymncno. Tpoe CTOAT B
LeHTPe MaHTpbl.
—KT0 3tu Tpoe?
—TepBbiii TemHoBonoc. Celivac OH CTOUT Ha rpaHu
rpabe>ka 1 youincTea. [leMoH ero ocaxkaaeT. Vimsi gemoHy —I'EPOVIH.
—UYT0 3a leMOH elle? f He 3Hat0 ero, Jaxe B CKa3kKax Takoro HeT.
OH NbITa/Ccs roBOPUTh, HO Frofioca He 6b1/10, M roNoc opakyna, 3sesa-
Holn LLintoxu, MoTackywkn BeTpos, To>Ke ncyes. OH BUZeN, Kak naja-
eT KapTa W3 HUOTKyAa B HUKyfa, HEMPecTaHHO NepeBopaunBasch B
MCTOMe TbMbl. Ha KapTe ckanuncs 6abyvH, BoccegaroLlmii Ha nneye y
MO/I0f0r0 My>KUMHbI C YEPHbIMU BONOCAMW; €70 NasnbLbl, A0 XKy T¥ NOX0-
>KME Ha YenoBeyeckue, Tak rnyboKo BOH3aIMCh IOHOLLE B LG, YTO UX
KOHYMKW yTOonanu B N10TW. MNpUcMOTPEBLLUMCL BHUMATENbHEE, CTpe-
NOK pasrisigen, 4To B CBOE CKPIOYEHHON Aylualleii nane 6abyuH gep-
SKUT NNeTKy. JINLO HOHOLLIM MCKaXKana rpumaca HecKasaHHOro y>kaca.
— Y3HUK, —N0-APY)XECKM NPOLUENTan YenoBek B YepHOM (TOT ca-
Mblii YonTep, 4enoBeK, KOTOPOMY CTPENOK f0Bepsn Koraa-1o). — 1pas-
[a, BHeM eCTb YTO-TOYrHeTawLee?B HeM eCTb YTO-TO yrHeTAtOLLEe. .
BHEM eCTb YTO-TO... YTO-TO...

r

B3gporHys, CTpenok MpPOCHYNCsH, 0TMaxmBasacb OT Yero-To
CBOEi MCKANeUYeHHOM PyKOii, yBepeHHbIM, uTo ogHo u3 atux uy- 207



[OBULL, C NaHLMpem 13 3anafHOro Mops ceivac HabpoCMTCA Ha Hero, cau-
pas KoXy C nmua, 0TY4asHHO BONpOLUas ero Ha CTPaHHOM CBOEM fA3bIKE.

Ho BMecCTO uyauLia OH yBUAEN KaKyl0-TO MOPCKYIO NTULY, NpuBfe-
YeHHY0 6/IMKaMn paHHEro CosiHLa Ha Nyroeuuax pybawkun; ncnyraHHo
BCKPUKHYB, OHa OT/IeTeNa Npoyb.

PonaHpg cen.

B pyke nynbcupoBana 60nb, y>acHas, 6eckoHeuHasi. B npaBoii Hore
ToXXe. CTpenoK 4yBCTBOBa/ CBOW MasibLibl, KOTOPbIX He 6bi10. Ero py6axa ¢
OTOPBaHHOMN HWXXHEN NOMNOBUHOW Tenepb 60/bLUe HAaNOMUHANA KOPOTKMIA
XaKeT c 06TpenaHHbIMK KpasMu. OHMM KYCKOM TKaHW OH NepeBs3as pyKy,
BTOPbIM 326MHTOBA CTONY.

— Mowwnm nNpoyb, —cKasan OH nasnbLam, KOTopbiX He 6b1n10. —Bac
Y>Ke HeT, Bbl —(haHTOMbI. [ToLWwm npousb.

UyTb-4yyTb NoMorno. CoBcemM HEMHOro, HO Bce-Taku. [a, aTo 6blu
(haHTOMbI, NPU3PaKK, HO TOSIbKO XMBbIE.

CTpenok cben HeMHOro BsneHoro msca. ConeHoe, OHO 6blN10 He B
PafoCTb HU PTY, HU XXeNyaKy, HO OH BCe Xe 3acTaBu/ cebs NepekycuTsb.
3T0 YyTb-4YyTb NPUMOBOAPUNO ero. XoTA Ha CAaMOM-TO [efle CUJIbl Er0 YXe
noyTn nccaknn. NonoxkeHune 6bIN0 YyTh U He 6E3BLIXOAHBLIM.

ABeflb HYXXHO eLlle KOe-4TO COBEPLUUTD.

OH HeTBepo NOAHANCA Ha HOTW 1 OrNafenca No cTopoHaMm. Mapus-
LUWe HaJ MOPeM MTULbI TO U AeN0 YCTPEMAANNCH BHU3 U HbIPSAN B BOLY.
bonblle He 6bIN0 HUKOro. Kak 6yaTo BeCb MUp NpuHagnexan TonbkKo
UM 1 emy. UygoBuLLa CKpbIIUCL U3 BUZY. MOXET, OHUM CyLlecTBa HOY-
Hble NN BbIXOAAT Ha Beper ToNbKO B Yackl Npuavea. Ceilvac 310 Kasa-
NOCb HEBXKHbIM.

OrpomMHoe Mope CoMpuKacanoch C FOPU30HTOM B HEKOI pa3mbITOW
rony6oi ToUKe, KOTOPY HEBO3MOXHO 6bISI0 BbIYUCANTL. 3arnsAeBLUMCh,
CTpesioK Ha Bpems 3a6b11 Npo 60/1b. OH B XXM3HW He BUAEN CTO/bKO BOAbI.
PasymeeTcs, OH C/blllan 0 MOpe U B LeTCKUX CKaskax, v OT yumTenei.
HekoTopbIM 13 HUX yAanocb y6eanTb ero B TOM, YTO OHO CYLLECTBYET...
HO 4YTOObI CBOMMM Tf1la3aMu YBULETb... 3TY rpOMagy, 310 Yyjo 6e3bpex-
HO BOAbl MOCNEe CTONbKUX €T XKU3HWU B UCCYLUEHHbIX 3eMAsX... EMy
66110 TPYAHO NOBEPUTH B 3T0. TPYAHO AaXe CMOTPETH Ha TaKoe.

OH rnsgen Ha Mope fONro, BOCXMLLEHHO, 3aCcTaB/Aas ce6s CMOTPETD,
1 GUBUACSA, B0 NOpPbI 3a6bIB CBOIO 60/b.

Ho y)e HacTynuno yTpo, v ewe nNpeAcToso MHOIOe CAeNath.

CTapascb He NOTPeBOXMNTb 06pY6KM NasbLEB, OH N1aA0HBH OCTOPOX-
HO Hallynan B 33fiHEM KapMaHe YentocTb, NPOBepss, Ha MeCTe NN OHa.
Hotowasa 601b CMeHMIacb OCTPOiA, KpuyaLLew.

KocTb Ha mecTe.

Mopsagok.
208 Janblue.



OH HeYKNIoXe PacCTerHyn peMHu ¢ Kobypamu 1 MOMOXMUA UX Ha
3aNUTHIA COMHLEM KaMeHb. BbiTawmnn peBonbBepbl, KpyTaHyn 6apaba-
Hbl, BbIHY/1 6ecrofie3Hble Tenepb NaTPOHbI U BbIGPOCKU MX. OHK 3acus-
NN Ha conHue. Ha sipkue 61MKN npuneTena nNTuua, nogxeatuna ofuH
NnaTpoH K/IK0OBOM, NOTOM BbIPOHW/IA U YNeTena npoyb.

Tenepb Nopa No3aboTUTLCA U O CaMUX PeBO/IbBEpPax —a3To CTOUIO
6bl cienaTh B NEpBYO OYepesb, HO MOCKO/bKY B 3TOM MUpe, Kak 1 B /110~
60M fpyrom, peBosibBep 6e3 MaTpoHOB —BCErO NNLb KYCOK MeTana,
CTPEsIoK CrepBa pasnoXKnn NaTpoHTAaLLM Yy cebs Ha KOJIEHAX 1 OCTOPOX-
HO MPOBEN NIEBOM PYKOW MO KOXeE.

O6a NpoMOoK/M OT NPSAXEK 40 TOT0 MecTa, rAe PeMHU CconpukacaroT-
cs ¢ 6egpamu; ganblue Kak 6yaTo 66111 cyxMu. OH OCTOPOXHO BbIHY/
BCe Cyxue naTpoHbl. NMpaBas ero pyka Tak v pBanacb NPUHATHCH 3a pa-
60Ty, faxe HECMOTPS Ha 60/b, 3abbIB NPO YBeYbe, N CTPENOK NoiMan
cebs Ha TOM, 4YTO OH CHOBa M CHOBA BO3BpALLAeT ee Ha KOEHO, Kak rny-
Myt UK Kanpu3Hyto cobaky, Kotopas He MoHUMMaeT koMaHa. O6e3ymes
oT 60111, OH Napy pa3 eABa He yaapuna no Hei.

Ka>keTcs, y MeHs Haspesaro T 60/1bLLME NPO6/eMbI, ONATL NO4YyMan OH.

OH CNOXWN cyxue MaTpoHbl, XOTeNIOCb HAAeATbCH, UCMpPaBHbIe, B
OAHY Kydy 1 TYT e MpuLLIen B yHbIHWE: TaKO OHa OKa3anacb XKasiKou.
[Baguath WTYK. VI HEKOTOpble CKOpee BCEro HenpemeHHo fagyT ocey-
Ky. To ecTb Henb3s nosfaratbCA HM Ha oguH. OH AocTan oCTaslbHbIe NaT-
POHbI ¥ CNOXWA UX B APYTYI0 KYy4YKY. Tpuguatb ceMb.

Hy 4T0 > Henb3a ckasaTb, YTO Tbl U paHbLUe Obin BOOPY>KEH A0
3y60B, yTewwunn cebs CTPeNoK, HO OH XOPOLLO MOHMUMaN pasHULY Mexay
NATLIOAECATLIO CEMbIO TOAHBLIMY NATPOHAMU W B NIyYLLEM Clyyae —[Baf-
uaTtbto. A TO 1 gecATblo. Mnn natblo. N ogHum. Vnun, MoxeT, BoobLue
HW eAUNHBIM.

CTpenokK OTNOXWU/1 COMHUTENbHbIE MaTPOHbI B CTOPOHY.

XO0poLuo eLg, YTo CyMKa ero He rnponana. CTpenok pasnoxun ee Ha
KOMEeHsX, MOTOM Mej/IeHHO pa3obpan peBo/ibBEPbI ¥ COBEPLUNA pUTYan
YMNCTKM. 3aKOHUMJT OH Yepe3 fABa Yaca. bonb HaCTONbKO 060CTpUNAaCh,
YTO Y Hero 3akpyxunacb ronosa. Ctano TpyfHO faxe CBA3HO MbIC/IUTb.
XoTenocb cnatb. HuKorga B XX1M3HW emy Tak He XOTenoch cnatb. Ho Hu
pasy eLLle COH He CNY>XWUN eMy onpaBAaHveM AN TOro, YTobbl OTNOXKUTH
fena v 3abbITb 0 gonre.

— KopT, —nporosopun CTPenoK, 1 cam He y3Han CBOI ronoc.
HaTAHYTO paccMmesncs.

MeaneHHO, O4eHb Mef/IeHHO OH cobpan peBONbBEPbI W 3apAANN KX
naTpoHamMu, KOTOpbIe MPesnooXUTe/IbHO 0CTaINCh CyXUMU. NTOKOHYMB
C 39TWUM, OH NOAHSAN PEBO/IbBEP, MOAOTHAHHLIA MO €ro NeByH0 PyKY... U
MeZ/IEHHO OTMYCTUN KYPOK, TaK W He BbICTPenus. [a, oH XoTen
3HaTb. XOTen 3HaTb, YTO OYAeT, KOraa OH HaXKMET Ha cnyckoBoii 209
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KPHOYOK: BbICTPEN UK eLle 0AMH 6eCCMbICAEHHbIN LWen4YoK. Ho wenyok
He 3Ha4m Obl HAYErO, a BbICTPEN NNLWb YMEHbLUUA Bbl KOANYECTBO NpU-
roAHbIX NAaTPOHOB C ABaALATY 40 AeBATHAALATM... W A0 AEBATU... UK
[0 TPeX... @ MOXET 6bITb, MX 6bl BOO6LLE HE OCTANOCh.

OH oTOpBan elle ofHY NONOCY OT py6axu, CAOXKMUA Ha Hee OCTallb-
Hble MaTPOHbl —Te, YTO HAMOK/AW, — W 3aBfA3aN Y3eN0K /IeBOI PYKOIA,
nomoras ce6e sy6amu. MOTOM CyHY/1 CBEPTOK B CYMKY.

CnaTb, Tpe6osano ero Teno. CnaTb, Tebe Hago nocnaTsb, ceituac,
MOKa He CTEMHENO0. Y Tebs He 0CTanoCh CUNY Thl BbIJOXCH. ..

OH 3acTaBun cebs NOLHATHLCA W OrNsAen NyCTbIHHbIA beper uBeTa
[laBHO He CTUPaHHOrO, 3aHOLLEHHOr0 ncnoaHero. beper 6bin ycbinaH 6ec-
LIBETHBIMW paKylUKamu. Koe-rfe u3 KpynHo3epHMCTOro necka Topyanu
60/bLLUME KAMHK, TYCTO NOKPbITbIE TyaHO™; Te C/IoM, YTO NocTapee, 6binn
XXENTbIMU, TOYHO CTapble 3y6bl, a Te, YTO MOCBEXKee, CBEPKanu 6ennM3HON.

Mo nuHMKM NpunnBa nofckixanu 6ypble Bogopocau. CoBCeM psSAOM
BaNIANINCh Pa3opBaHHbIA B KNOYbSA NpaBblil canor cTpenka u 6ypaloKu
418 BoApl. CTpenok noauBuUACS TakoMy Yyay, YTO X He CMbISIO BO/Ha-
MU B MOpe. CUIbHO XpoMast, OH MeAJ/IeHHO NoAoLLen K HAM. ogHAA 0AnH
1 BCTPAXHYN, NPUIOXMB K yXy. BTOpoi BypatloK TOUYHO 6bIi NYCT, HO B
3TOM ellle 0CTaBa/loCb HEMHOMO BOAbl. BONbLIMHCTBO NtOAEN HU 32 UTO
Obl He 3aMeTUAN PasHULY MeXAY HAMW, HO CTPENOK pasnnyan ux, Kak
MaTb pas3nuyaeT CBOMX 6/M3HELLOB U HUKOr4a He nyTaeT O4HOrO C Apy-
rm. OH OYeHb ONT0 CKUTANCA N0 CBETY C3TUMM Bypatokamn. BHyTpu nnec-
Kanacb BOfa. 9TO XOPOLIO —3TO HACTOALMIA NOAAPOK, Befb HanasLas Ha
Hero TBapb WM ee COPOAMNYM MOTKN Bbl MOPBaTL BYPAIOKM OAHUM CyYaii-
HbIM YKYCOM WU ABVXEHWNEM KELLHW, HO 3TOT0 He CTYYMNOCh U BOMHbI He
yHecn ux B mope. CaMoii TBapy YTO-TO He 6bI/10 BUAHO, XOTS CTPENOK NpK-
KOHYMA ee ropasfo Bbille MMHUU NPUMBA. BO3MOXHO, ee OCTaHKM yTalu-
AN Apyrve XULHWKK; UK Xe cobpaTbs morpebnm ee B Mope, Kak Te
OrPOMHbIE CYLLIeCTBa U3 A€TCKMX CKA30K, CMOHbI, KOTOpPbIE, M0 ClyXam, X0-
POHAT CBOMX YMepLUUX.

OH nopHsAn 6ypAtoK Ha 1eBOM NOKTe, cfienan 60nbLWOoi FNOTOK U TyT
»Ke NOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK K HeMy BO3BpaLlatTcs cubl. Camo coboid, npa-
BbliA canor Obin MOPSAKOM M3YBEYEH... HO BCE Xe He TakK 6e3HafexHo.
MopfoLiBa ocTanach Lefioii —noceyeHHOM, KOHEUYHO, HO LieNnoi, —u CKo-
pee BCEro C Heii ellie MOXHO YTO-HWOYAb CAenaTb: 0Tpes3aTb Kycouek oT
NeBOro canora, NPUAagUTb Ha NPa.blil, YTOObI 060NTUCH 3TUM XOTS Bbl
nepBoe Bpems...

BHe3anHo oH NoYyBCTBOBAS, YTO 630K K 06MOPOKY. Ero oxsaTtu-
na cnaboctb. OH MONbITANCS 0f0NETb €6, HO HOTU ero NOAKOCUINCh, U
OH CeN Ha NecoK, No-AypaLKu NPUKYCUB A3bIK.

* yaHo — pasfoXMBLLMIACA B YC/IOBUAX CyXOro KavMMarta
210  mopckux nTuy, —Mpruuey. peg.



«Tbl He byflelb TepATb CO3HaHNe, —TBEPAO CKasal OH cebe. —
TOMbKO He 3[1eCb, rfe HOYbIo Ha Beper BrosHe MOXKET BbINOI3TY eLLEe OfHA
TBapb — U Y>K HA 3TOT pa3 TOYHO TeOSA NPUKOHUNT b».

OH mogHAnca Ha Horu, 06Bsi3an NycToii BYpAKOK BOKpYr nosca u
HanpaBw/ca K TOMy MecTy, rfie 0CTaBW/1 CBOW PeBO/IbBEPhI U CYyMKy. Ho
He NpoLuen CTpenokK 1 ABafuatv ApA0B, Kak CHOBa ynas, efBa He note-
psB co3HaHue. OH nonexan HEMHOro, MPVXKAaBLUMCL LLEKOW K MEeCKy.
Kpaellek pakyLIK/ MOYTK A0 KPOBM BPE3asiCA B KOXKY MOJ, HUXHEN Ye-
ntocTbio. OH cymen NoAHecTU BYPAIOK C BOLOM KO PTY U CAeNnaTh HECKO/Tb-
KO rN0TKOB, & MOTOM, He BCTaBas, MOMN0/3 K TOMY MeCTy, rAe MPOCHYNCs
cerofHa yTpom. B gBaauaTy spgax Bbille N0 CKAOHY POCN0O OAWHOKOE
yaxnoe fiepeBLe —IOKKa, AepeBo Mucyca, oTopachbiBaBLlee KaKyt-Hu-
KaKyto, HO TeHb.

PonaHagy aTu gBafuaTh ApA0B MNOKa3annch ABajLaTbio MUASMMU.

Ho oH Bce-Taku CMOT NepeTaLiuTh CBOM HEMHOTOUNCIEHHbIE MOXUT-
KN B KPOLLEYHbIA OCTPOBOK TeHU. ONyCTUB r0N0BY Ha TpaBy, CTPENOK
ynercs, yXe 0TfaBascb CHy, WM 6ecnamMaTcTBy, uan cmeptu. OH no-
rnagen Ha He6o, NblTascb onpeaennTb Bpems. ELle He nongeHb, Ho, ecnu
CYAWTb MO pa3mepy NATHbILIKA TEHW, B KOTOPOM OH NPMMOCTUACA, MON-
AeHb yxe 6n13oK. CTpenok npojepxxancs B CO3HaHUN eLle MrHOBEHME:
MoJHeC NpaByto PYKY K rnasam, BbICMaTpuBas, HeT v XapakTepHbIX a/lbIX
nonioc, NPU3HaKOB 3apaXKeHUs, fAa, HEYKNOHHO pasnuBaroLLerocs no
Teny.

JNafoHb Bblna TycKNo-KpacHol. Hexopownii 3Hak.

1 MOry MacTypbupoBaTh NE€BOIA, NofyMas OH. OTOY>KeyTeLlaeT.

A NOTOM OH MpOBaNWACA BO TbMYy M MpoChan MoOYTU LWeCcTHAALATb
4acoB Moj Wym 3anagHoro Mops, YTo HeMpecTaHHO FpeMen B ero yLuax.

3

Korpga oH npocHyncs, Mope 6b110 TEMHbIM, HO C BOCTOYHOI CTOPO-
Hbl Heba npornsabiBan cnabblil CBET. Y TPO Yxe HacTynano. CTpenok cen,
M TYT XK€ BOJIHOM Hax/ibIHyNa AypHOTa.

OH onycTu/ ronosy v nepexaarn.

Korga cnabocTb npolna, OH B3rNSHY Ha CBOK Mpasyto pyky. [a,
3apaxkeHne OH 3apaboTan —npejaTtenibCckas KpacHoTa pacnosfinach no
NafloHu 1 3axBaTuna 3anacTbe. [anbLie noka He MoLusio, HO CTPESIOK yxKe
pasnuyan cnabeHbkne POCTKW APYTMX anbiX AUHWIA, KOTOPbIE B KOHeY-
HOM CcuUeTe NPOTAHYTCA A0 cepAla u ybbioT ero. U yxe, KaxeTcs, Havan-
cs Xap. Jlnxopagka.

«MHe Hy>KHO NleKapCcTBO, —cKa3a/ OH cebe. —HO 34ech ero
B3ATb HEOTKyJa». 211



BbIX04uT, OH Npoaenan Takoi JONruiA NyTb NNLWb ANS TOrO, YTOGLI
TYT ymepetb? HeT. OH He yMmpeT. A ecnun BCE-Taku emy CY>K[EHO yMe-
peTb, HECMOTPS Ha ero peLnMoCTb, OH YMPET Ha NyTu K baluHe.

«KaKOo¥ ke Tbl UCKHOUNTENbHBIN YenoBek, CTPeNoK! Peakwid, 51 6bl fadke
CKasal, yenosek! —XUXMKHY/ Y Hero B rofioBe YesioBek B YepHOM. —HeyK-
POTVMbIVi TaKoi! POMaH TWUUHbIA TaKoii B MANOTCKOM CBOE OAEP>KAMOCT!»

— Mowen Tbl, —NPOXpPUNEN CTPENOK U FNOTHYA BOAbl. BOT 1 BOAbI
MoYTn He ocTanoch. lNMepes HUM NPOCTMPANOCL MOpe, BOT UMEHHO, Lie-
Noe Mope: Kpyrom Boja, HO He MCNUTb HU Kanau, HK rnoTka. JlagHo, He
BCE /11 PaBHO.

OH Hafien pemMHu ¢ Kobypamu, 3aTAHYN NPSHKKU —3TO NPOCTOE feNo
3aHAN0 CTO/IbKO BPEMEHU, YTO JaXe KOrfa HacTymnuna paccBeT, OTKpPbI-
Bas HOBbIN AeHb, CTPE/IOK BCe elLe BO3ucs. MOTOM OH NOMbITancs BCTaTb,
XOTA He 6bl1 YBEPEH, YTO CMOXET, NOKa He MOAHANCSA Ha HOTW.

[Lep>xacb neBoii pyKoli 3a iepeBLie, NpaBoii OH NOAHSA BYPAIOK, B KOTO-
POM elLLie 0CTaBan0Ch YyThb-4yTh BOAbI, M NEPEKMHY ero yepes nneyo. Cne-
JoM —cyMmKy. Korga oH BbINpAMMWACA, ONATb Hakatuia cnabocTb, U OH
ONyCTUN FON0BY, NepeXxuaasn, 3acTasnsas cebs ofoneTb ee.

CnabocTb npoLuna.

HeyBepeHHbIMK, 3aneTaloLLMMNCS Laramy YenoBeKa B nocnesHel
CTaAun ONbAHEHUA CTPENOoK CNyCTUNICS Ha 6eper. TaM OH NOCTOAN, FNs-
[ Ha OKeaH, TeMHbIM, KaK BUHO W3 LLIENKOBULbl, @ MOTOM BbIHY/ U3 CYyM-
KW nocnefHuii Kycok BsneHoro maca. OH Cben NOMOBUHY, U Ha 3TOT pa3
POT M XXeNnyfoK NPUHAAN NULLY YyTb 60/1ee 61arocknoHHO. CTPenok oT-
BEPHY/ICSA OT MOPA U OTKYCU/ OT OCTaBLUeiCs NONOBUHbI, FNSAS Ha COMH-
L, BCcTarouwee Hag ropamu, rage norm6 xkeiik. ConHue Kak 6yaTo Ha
MWT 3aL,ennnoch 3a CypoBble rofble 3y6ba BEPLUMH, NOTOM NOAHANOCH
BblLLE.

PonaHg nofcTaBma ML NyYaM COMHLA, 3aKpbln rnasa v ynblbHyn-
cq. lNMotom goen mAco.

W nogyman ewe: 3ameuaTenbHO. A Tenepb Yenosek 6e3 efibl, 6e3 AByX
nanbLes Hapyke 1 6e3 04HOro Ha Hore; CTPENOK NPU NaTPOoHaxX, KOTopble
MOTYT ¥ BOBCE He BbICTPENTb; Y MeHs 3apa>KeHue KpoBM Mochne yKyca
KaKoii-T0 TBapu, Ny MeHs HeT NeKapcTB. Ecm MHe NoBe3eT, TO Bogbl
XBAaTWT Ha AeHb. MOXKET ObITb, 1 CYME0 NPOATY C AOXKUHY MU, ECAN
BbIIO>KYCb [0 npefena. Kopoye, MHe CKOPO KOHeL,

Kyga natn? lpuiwen oH ¢ BOCTOKA; HO Ha 3anaj Aoporv HeT, ecnu
TONLKO Thl He cnacuTenb U He cBATOW. OCTaeTcsa ABMNTaTbCA Ha CEBEP NN
Ha tor.

Ha cesep.

Tak nofckasbiBano emy cepgue. CoBepLIeHHO OnpefeneHHo.

Ha cesep.
212 CTPenoK TPOHY/CS B NyTb.



OH wWen yxe Tpu Yaca. [Baxabl OH Najan v 60Mblue He Hagesncs,
4TO CMOXET NOAHATHCA eLlle pa3. Ho Habexkana BosiHa. [,0CTaTouHO 60/b-
Luas, 4ToObl 3aCTaBUTb €ro BCMNOMHMWTL O PEBOJ/IbBEPAX, M OH BCTas, Cam
He 3Has Kak. Horn gpoxkanu, Kak xoaynu.

Mo nprMepHbIM NOACYEeTaM, 3a 3TV TPW Yaca OH 0JO0Je/ OKOJIO Ye-
Thipex Mu/b. COJHLE Y>Ke NpUneKano, Ho BCe-TaKN He HACTO/MIbKO CUJlb-
HO, YTOG6bI Tak TpeLLana ronoBa 1 MoT pyybsaMu cTekan no auuy. C mops
Oyn BeTep, HO OMATb XXe —BpPsAS N TakoW Nerkuin 6pus mor BbI3BaTb
MPUCTYNbI APOXM, 03HOO, KOTOPLIA BPeMS OT BpeMeHW nNpobupan cTpen-
Ka, 3aCTaB/iAA €ro Tef0 NOKPbIBaTbLCA NYCUHOI KOXEN, a 3ybbl CTy4aTb.

«Kap, CTpenok, —a3BUTeNbHO BepeLLan Yenosek B YepHom. —Bce,
YTO OCTa/IOCh eLue B Tebe, CropaeT B OTHE».

KpacHble nonockl 3apaXkeHns cTanm 0TYeT/IMBee, NPOTAHYBLUUCH OT
3anAcTbs NOYTU A0 NIOKTA.

OH npoLuen ele MUK W, BbIMMB OCTaTKW BOAbI, 06BA3aN NycToii
6ypAtok BoKpyr nosica. OfHO06pa3HbIN Nein3ax Bbi3blBan HEMNPUATHbBIE
yyBcTBa. CnpaBa —MOpe, C/ieBa —Tropbl, MOA canoramMmm —cepblii NecoK
BMepeMeLLKyY C paKyLlKaMu. BonHbl 6unnce o 6eper. CTpenok nouckan
rnasamm oMapoobpasHbIX YyauL, HO He yBUAeN HU ofHoro. OH wwen u3
HWOTKYZa B HUKYfa, YeN0BeK M3 ApYroro BpeMeHU, KOTOPbIA, MOXOXE,
MOCTMT CMbIC/T 6ECCMbICNIEHHOTO KOHLA.

He3agonro nepef nonyfHeM OH CHOBa ynan W MNOHAM, Y4TO Ha 3TOT
pas eMy Ye He MOAHATbCS. 3HAuYWUT, OH YMPeT 34ecb. Ha aTom mecTe.
BoT 1 duHan.

MpuBCTaB Ha YeTBEPEHbKM, OH C yCUNNEM NOAHSN FON0BY, Kak 60K-
cep, MPUXOAALLMIA B ce6s Nocne COKPYLUUTENLHOrO yaapa... U BNepean
Ha pacCTOsAHMM, MOXeT ObITb, MU/IN, MOXET ObITb, TpeX (emy 6bI10 TPYA-
HO OMpefenunTb ANCTaHLUIO HA 6e3MKON, NNLLIEHHON BCAKUX OPUEHTM-
pOB MECTHOCTU, TeM B0Nee Koraa Teio ropeno B IMXOpagKe v BCe NbINo
nepes rnasamu) yBufen Y4to-to HoBoe. HeobblyHOe. BepTuKanbHO CTO-
AlLee Ha bepery.

Yro ato? (Tpwu.)

BnpoueM, He BaxHo. (Tpn —BOT 4nCno TBOEV CyabObl.)

CTpenok cymen cHOBa NOAHATLCA Ha HOru. Mpoxpunen 4To-To He-
YneHopasfenbHoe, MobOY, KOTOPYHO CAbILLANW TO/IbKO NapsLyue B BO3-
ayxe nTuybl (C Kakoii pagoCcTbio OHU BLIKMIOIOT Y MEHA rnasa, nogymMarn
OH MUMOXO0/0M, 1 ANS HUX Takas nakomas gobbiyal), n nowen Brepeg,
elLle CU/bHEe LaTasch U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, OCTaB/ss 3a coboii n3Bu-
BaloOLMAcA NneTnamu cneg.

CTpenok 6pen, He CBOAA rNa3 ¢ 3TOr0 NpeamMeTa Bnepeau.

Korga Bonockl naganu Ha rnasa, OH OTKuAbiBan ux co néa. He- 213



MOHATHAA LWTYKOBMHA KaK 6yATO U He CTaHOBMMAch 6avdke. ConHLe, Noj-
HSABLUMCb [0 BbICLUEl TOUKW, HaA0r0 3aBMUC0 B 3eHUTE. OfJHaKO YTO-TO
VXX CAWILKOM Hafonro. PonaHg npeactaBusl, YTO OH CHOBA B MYCTbIHE,
KaK pa3 Mexzy nocnefHein XmxuHoli noceneHua {HeT My3blKa/bHel efibl,
yeM 6ONbLLIE COXKPELLIb, TEM 3BOHYEN NepAaHeLLb) U OPOXHOI CTaHLuel,
rae Manbumnk (TBOM Vicaak) xpaan, Koraa oH npuaer.

Horu ero nogKocunch, BbINPSAMUANCH, MOAKOCUIUCH U BbINPAMU-
NNCb ONATb, & KOra BO/I0CHI CHOBA YNanu emMy Ha rnasa, OH JaXe He cTan
ybumpaTh UX: y HEro NpocTo He 6b110 cu. OH ML CMOTPEN Ha NpeameT
BMepeAu, KOTOpbIli Ternepb 0TOPachiBas Ha NECOK Y3KYH TeHb, U NPoJo-
Xan warartb.

Ceituac, faxe Npu pasbirpaBLUeiica TMXopagkKe, OH yXXe pasrnsgen,
4TO 3TO TaKoe.

OBeps.

Korpaa go ABepu ocTaBanoch He 6051ee YeTBEPTU MUK, HOTU PonaH-
[ia onsaTb MOAKOCW/NCH, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 BbIMPAMUTL UX OH He cMor. OH
ynasn, npo6opo3amB npaBoii PyKON 3epHUCTLIA NECOK C paKyLlKaMmu.
O6py6KM NanbLeB NPoH3WUIa Xryyasa 60nb —nagas, OH CopBan CBeXxue
CTPYNbS, 1 OHW CHOBA 3aKPOBOTOUU/IN.

He umes cun noaHATLCS, OH NONON3. B yliax cTosn HeNpepbIBHbIA
rpoXoT v peB pasbuBaroLmxcs o 6eper BONH 3anagHoro mops. OH nons,
OTTaNKNBaACh KOMEHAMW U NOKTAMU, OCTaBNAA BAaBNEHHbIN cnef B nec-
Ke YyTb BblLI€ MHWUW NPUNUBA, 0603HAYEHHON rMpNaHAoR 6ypo-3ene-
HbIX Bofopocneil. BeposTHO, BETEP BCe eLLe AyeT —A0MKEH AYTb, NOTOMY
4TO MO €ro Tefy BCe Tak Xe 6exxann Mypallku 03H06a, —HO CTPenokK
CMbilWan TO/IbKO CBOE fbIXaHWe, CyXMMU XpuUMamu BbipblBatoLLeecs U3
ropna.

[lBepb cTana 6amxe.

Ewe.

Ewe.

HakoHeL,, 0K0/I0 Tpex 4acoB MOMOYAHM 3TOro A0Aroro 6peaoBoro
[HA, KOrfa ero TeHb M0 NEBYH0 PYKY Y)XXe Hauyana yAIMHATLCA, OH A06-
pancsa fo 3arafo4Hoi ABepu, NpuUcen psagoM Ha KOPTOUKM U YCTano yc-
TaBUJICS Ha Hee.

[Bepb BbICOTOM LWeCTb C MON0BMHOW (hyTOB Gbla caenaHa, NOXoxe,
13 KaKoro-To TBEPAOro AepeBa, X0Ta 6/mkaliilas pola Takux epesbes
oCTanach 3a CeMb COTEH MUJIb, €CNK He 6oMblue, oTctoga. CyAas no Buay,
[BepHas pyyka Obi1a U3 30/10Ta. Ee ykpallana puamrpaHHas rpaBupoB-
Ka. CTpenokK JONro CMOTPeN Ha y30p W HaKoHeL, y3Han ero: nepes HUM
cusina yxmolastowasnca Mmopga 6abyvHa.

3aMOYHOI CKBaXKMHbI He 6b1710. HW nog py4YKoi, HWU Haf Heil.

3arTo 6bIIM NeTnn, XOTA caMa ABepb HW K YeMy He Kpenu-
214  nacb. Vinm NpoCcTO Tak Ka>KeTcs, nogyman CTpenok. 34ech Ka-



Kas-mo TaiiHa, 6bITb MOXKET, YyAeCHeiLIas 13 YyAecHbIX, HO UMEET N
970 3HaveHne? Tblymnpaellb. TBOA COGCTBEHHAA TaliHa —eANHCTBEH-
HasA, AeCTBNTENLHO YTO-TO 3Havalas Ans N060ro My>KUnHbl, 415 110 -
601 >KeHLLUMHbI B CMEPTHBIN Yac, —Y>Ke Ha NoaxXoae.

W Bce paBHO 3TO Kak GYATO MMeNo 3Ha4eHme.

37a ABepb. [Bepb Tam, rae B NPUHLMME He MOXET 6bITb HUKaKMX fBe-
peii. OHa MPOCTO CTOSA/1a Ha CEPOM Necke (hyTax B ABafLaTV OT IMHWAMN NpU-
NINBa, C BUAY TaKas e BeyHas, Kak 1 camo mope. Tenepb, Korga CofHLe
K/TOHWAOCh K 3aMagy, ee rycras Kocast TeHb MPOTAHYNAach K BOCTOKY.

Ha BbiCOTe NpUMEPHO ABYX TPeTeli 0T 3eMn Ha ABepU YepHenu 6yK-
Bbl, CK/MafblBaBLLUMeCA B OLHO TO/IbKO CNoBO Ha Bbicokom Chore: Y 3-
HWK (LemoH ero oca>kaaeT. msa gemoHy —IEPOUH).

BHe3anHo CTPEeNoK pasfiMyni Kakoe-TO NPUTAYLLUEHHOe TyAeHue.
CnepBa OH NofyMaJ, YTo 3TO BETEP UM MPOCTO OT IMXOPAAKU LWYMUT B
yLuax, Ho MOCTENeHHO OH MPULLIEN K BbIBOAY, YTO 3TO HU3KUIA Tyn MOTO-
POB... U YTO UAET OH OTKYJa-TO 13-3a ABEpPU.

BoT v 0TKpoi1 ee. OHa >ke He 3anepTa. M Thl 3T0 3HaeLLb.

Ho BMecTO0 TOro UTo6bl OTKPbITH BEPb, OH HETOBKO MOAHS/CS Ha HOM
1 060LLIeN BOKPYT, CTPEMSCh B3r/ISHYTb Ha Hee C ApYroii CTOPOHbI.

Ho HuKakoii apyroli cTOpoHbl MPOCTO He BbINo.

ToNbKO TEMHO-CepbIli NeCOK, NPOTAHYBLUMIACA HACKOMIbKO XBaTano
rnas. ToNbKo BOMHbI, PaKyLUKW, Nos0ca NPUnBa, ero CO6CTBEHHbIE Cie-
[bl —OTMeyvaTKu NOAOLLB W AMKMW, MPOAAaBEHHbIE NOKTAMK. OH elle pa3
BHMMAaTe/lbHee NpUrasgenca K ToMmy MecTy, rae 6bina gBepb, U B U3yM-
NEeHNW LIMPOKO OTKPbIN FNasa: ABEPU He Bbifo, HO TeHb OT Hee ocTanach.

OH nNpunogHan 6bi710 MpaByl PyKy —Kak XXe Mef/IeHHO OH y4unacs
TOMY, UTO OTHbIHE Ha MecCTe ee Bcerja OyaeT nesas! —ypoHWn ee, NOAHAN
NEBYIO U BbITAHYN ee Bepes, 0Kujas HaTKHYTbCA Ha TBEPA0e NPensTCTBYe.

Ecnn A K HeMy NPUKOCHYCb, 1 MOCTYYy B NYCTOTY, pewwun oH. 3a-
6aBHOe 6yaeT 3aHATUWe nepes CMepThbio!

Ero pyka npowina ckBo3b BO34yX B TOM MeCTe, rAe LO/MKHA Oblna
ObITb —aXe ecNn OHa HeBUAUMas —[Bepb.

Tak 4To CTy4aTb He M0 Yemy.

W ryn MOTOpOB —€eC/N 3T0 AeNCTBUTENLHO OblN Iy MOTOPOB —CMOJIK.
OcTanu1ch N1LLb BO/HbI, BETEP M TOLUHOTBOPHbINA LUYM B FO/OBE.

CTpenoK HeTOpPONMBO BEPHY/ICA 06pPATHO, K BHELLHEl CTOPOHE He-
CYLLEeCTBYIOLLEl ABEPY, NPEAMONOXKMB, YTO YXKE HAYaNUCh FIOKK 1 3TO
NWLWb NEPBbINA War...

OH BCTan Kak BKOMaHHbIN.

ToMbKO YTO OH CMOTPEN Ha 3anaj u BuAen fullb BCe Te e cepble
BOJ/IHbI, HaKaTbIBalOLMe Ha Geper, 1 BOT B3r/f ero yrnepcs B MacCuB-
HYI0 [Bepb. Tenepb OH SBCTBEHHO YBUAEN MaHeNb 3aMKa, TOXe
Kak 6yaTo n3 30n0ta. O6py6KOM Top4yan ero meTafnuyeckuin 215



A3bI4OK. PonaHz 4yTb-4yTb NOBEPHYN FONOBY K CeBepy —MU fBepPb UC-
ye3zna. CHoBa B3r1SHY N NPSMO nepeg coboit, u ABepb NOABUAACH OMATH.
W paxe He MOsBMNAChL: OHa U He ucyesana.

OH obowen aBepb BOKPYT ¥ BCTan nepep Heil, NOKaymBaschb OT ca-
6ocTw.

Y LBepu He ObII0 BHYTPEHHEeW CTOPOHbI —TO/LKO HapyXHas. OH
Mor 6bl eLLe pa3 Nonpo6oBaTh 060MTK ee, HO COBEPLLEHHO OYEBMAHO, UTO
pesynbTat 6yfeT TOT Xe, TONbKO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH Y>Xe BPsAA NN CyMeeT
YCTOSTb Ha Horax.

VHTepecHOo, a MOXKHO Yepe3 Hee MPOTY C HECYLLEC TBYHOLLEH CTOPOHbI?

[Ja, 3necb 6b110 YeMy YAMBAATLCS, HO NpaBAa ropasfo NpoLue: 34ech,
y MOp$, Ha 6ECKOHEYHOM NJISKE CTOUT 3Ta ABEPb, U EMY HYXKHO BbIGpaTh
04HO 13 BYX —OTKpPbITb €e UK BOO6LLE He TporaTh.

Oco3HaBasi MpayHblil KOMWU3M cUTyauuu, PonaHg ckasan cebe, 4To,
MOXeT 6bITb, OH YMUPAET He Tak BbICTPO, Kak nonaran. Ecnm 6bl oH 6bIN
COBCEM M/10X, CTan An 6bl OH TakK 60ATbCA?

OH B351CS NEBO PYKOIi 3a pyUKy ABEPU U HE YAMBUICA HWN MeEpPT-
BEHHOMY X0/104y MeTanna, Hv eABa pas3inuMMoMy Xapy OT PYH, Ha HEM
BbIrPaBMPOBAHHbIX.

CTpenok NoBepHy Py4YKy M MOTSHYN Ha cebs. [iBepb OTKpbINachk.

OH oxungan yBuaeTb Tam YTO YrOAHO, HO TOJIbKO He TO, UTO Mepef
HVM MpeAcTano.

CTpenok cMOTpen, 3aMepeB, MOTOM MEPBLIA pa3 B XXM3HU 3aKpuyan B
rosoc OT y)Kaca v 3ax10nHyn Asepb. W X0Ta He 6bI10 KOCSAKa, 0 KOTOPbIVA
OHa Mor/ia 6bl FPOXHYTb, OHa BCE PaBHO FPOXHY/a, pacnyras MOPCKUX MTUL,
PacrnonoXMBLLMXCA Ha KAMHSAX MOHabt04aTh 3a CTPEIKOM.

)

A YBUZEN OH 3eM/I0 C HeGbIBANOTO, HEBOOBPA3MMOr0 PaCcCTOSIHUS —
KaK 6Y/1T0 OH Napu B HeGe Ha MHOTOMU/IbHOM BbICOTe. OH BUZEN NOXKALLM-
ecst Ha 3eMJ10 TeHU 0GN1aKOB, MIbIBYLLMX HaJ, HEH, KaK CHbl. TaK, HaBepHOE,
BUAAT 3eM/II0 OP/ibl, HO TOMbKO CTPENOK Napi B TPU pasa BblLLe 1t06oro
opra.

LLlarHyTb Yepes 3Ty iBePb —3HAUYMT YMAcTb U ¢ KPUKOM NIETETh BHU3
Ha MPOTSHKEHNN MHOTMX MUHYT, U MOFUGHYTH NOTOM, BPE3aBLUMUCh [Ny~
60KO B 3eMIt0.

HeT, Thl BUAEN HE TONbKO 3TO.

OH 06yMbIBaN yBUAEHHOE, TYMO CUAA Ha MecKe nepef 3aKpbIToi
[1BepbtO, GatoKast Ha KOMEHSIX NCKaneueHHyo pyKy. Tenepb yKe nepsble

MPU3HAKM 3apaxeHnst 0GHapYXXU/UCh Bbllle NOKTS. CKOpO, YX
216  6yabTe yBepeHbl, OHO 40T U A0 CepaLa.



B ronose y Hero nporpemen ronoc Kopra:

«A Tenepb nocnyLIanTeMeHs, connsaku. U cnylualiiTe 04eHb BHUMATeNb-
HO, NOTOMY YTO KOrfa-Huby b TO, 4TO A ceiivac BaM CKadKy, MOXKET cnac-
TV BaM >KU3Hb. BOT Bbl CMOTPUTE, 1 BaM Ka>KETCA, YTO Bbl BCE BUAUTE, HO
Ha caMOM-TO [lefie Bbl BUANTE Aa/eKo He BCe. W [/11 3TOro TO>Ke Bac KO MHe
onpegenun —yTo06bl A MOKasan Bam, Yero Bbl He BUANTE B TOM, Ha YTO
cvoTpuTe. Korga, Hanpumep, Bam CTPALLHO, WX KOrda Bbl AepeTech, Un
6eXKUTE, UMW 3aHUMAETECH II0B0BbI0. HUKTO He BUAWT BCEro, HAYTO CMOT-
pUT, HO NPeXK[e YeM BaM CTaTh CTPe/KaMnm —TeMm U3 Bac, KOMY He npu-
JeTCAYNTU Ha 3anaf, —Bam Haf0 ELLE HAYy YN T bCA OAHUM TO/bKO B3I/ISL0M
yBUAETb BO/bLLE, YeM MHOI YENOBEK BUAUT 3@ BCHO CBOD XKU3Hb. A TO, YTO
Bbl HE YBMAMTE C MEPBOro B3r/s4a, MOXKHO yBMAe Th NOTOM —r/1a3amu na-
MATY —B TOM C/lyyae, ec/v Bbl JOXKMBETE A0 TOro, YT06bl BCNOMHUTb.
BoT Tak-To. [NMNoTOoMy UTO pasHuLa MeXKay TeM, BUAWLLL Tbl UMW He BU-
JVLLb, MOXKET CTaTbPasHNLEA MEXKAY YKU3HBI 1 CMEPTbIO».

OH BUAeN 3emMt0 ¢ 60MbLLOW BbICOTbI (M FON0BA Y HErO 3aKPYXW-
nachb eLle cubHee, a EMy caMOMy ObII0 FOpa3fo CTpallHee, Yem TOorfa,
KOrfa 4enoBek B YUePHOM HacCnan Ha Hero BuAeHve, 3aBepLumnBLLeecs 06-
pasoM OfVMHOKOW TPaBUHKMK, NGO TO, YTO YBUAEN OH Yepes fBepb, Obino
OTHIOfb He BUJEHUWEM, W PacCesHHbIA B3rnag ero 6e30T4eTHO 3aiNKCH-
poBan OfHY Bellb, 0 KOTOPOI CTPENOK BCMOMHUA TONbKO Ceivac: 3eMns
BHW3Yy Oblna He MyCTbIHel, He MOpPeEM, a KaKO-TO 3e/1eHON paBHUHOM,
MOKPbITOI HeNpaBaonofo6HO 6YIiHOM pacTUTENbHOCTLIO, C NPOrannHa-
My Bofbl. CTpenoK faxe nofyMas, 4To 3T0 60/10TO, HO OAHAKO Xe...

«Kypa nofesanocb TBOE BHUMaHWE? —CBUPENO ApasHU ero rosioc
KopTa. —Tbl BiAeN 60nbLLe!»

Ja.

OH BuMAen elle 4To-TO Genoe.

benble Kpas.

«bpaso, PonaHgl» —BocknnkHyn KopT y Hero B rofiose, u PonaHg
KakK 6yfATO NOYyBCTBOBA/ MOXaTWe ero TBepA0A M0O301UCTOl pyku. OH
faxe noMopLymcs.

OH BMAEN 3eMJIH0 Yepe3 OKHO.

CTpenok 3acTtaBun cebs NOAHATLCS, CHOBA B3SCA 3a PYYKY ABEpH,
oLlyulas NafioHbI0 X0N0 4 MeTanna v apkue IMHUN rpaBupoBKHY, 1 ONATb
OTKpbIN ABEPb.

6

MaHopama 3eM/i1, KOTOPYIO OH OXWAAN YBUAETb C TaKO HEMbIC/U-
MOIA, yrKacatoLLeil BbICOTbI, cuesna. OH CMOTPEN Ha CoBa, KOTOPbIX He
noHMmas. He To UToGbl He MOHUMAN COBCEM: 3TO 6bIN Benmkue
ByKBbI, HO MOPSIAKOM UCKAXEHHbIE. .. 217



Hag cnoBamu 66110 n306paxeHUe Kakoro-1o akunaxa 6es fowa-
[ieii —aBTOMO6OWAA, OAHOTO M3 Tex, KOTOpble, NPeAN0IOXUTENbHO, Ha-
BOAHWAU MUP eLLe A0 TOF0, KaK OH CABUHYCA C MecTa. BHe3anHo cTpenky
BCMOMHUWANCH CioBa [keika Ha AOPOXHOI CTaHL MK, KOrAa CTPesioK ero
3arMnHoTMU3NpoBan.

BbITb MOXET, TAKO 3KMMNaXX —elle C HUM PSAAOM CTOANa, CMEsiCh,
fama B Mexax —MW/in O4YeHb MOXOXMUI WU Haexan Ha [keiika B TOM fpy-
roMm, CTPaHHOM MUpe.

9TOo W ecTb TOT APYroi Mup, nogyman CTPenok.

Bapyr naHopama 3eM/u...

OHa He u3MeHMnNacb, HO OHa CTa/la capuraThbca. CTpenoK nokau-
Hyncsa. [onoBa y Hero 3akpyXmnacb, K ropay nofAcTynuaa TOLIHOTA.
CnoBa 1 KapTWUHKa YLUAW KyAa-TO BHU3, U Tenepb CTPENOK YBUAeN npo-
XOf4 MeXay ABYMS psgamMu Kpecen. KpoMe HECKOAbKUX MYCThIX, NOYTK
BCE OHW BbINN 3aHATHI MY>XU4MHaMU B CTPaHHOW oaexae. CTpenok nogy-
MaJ, YTO 3TO KOCTIOMbI, XOTS paHblUe HUYero NogobHOro OH He BUAEN.
LLITYKM Yy HAX BOKPYT LUEN, HAaBepHOE, ranCcTyKN WM LWeiHble NaaTky,
HO OH TaKuX TOXe HW pa3y He Bugen. W Bpoge HUKTO U3 HNX HEe BOOPY-
XeH. PonaHA He 3aMeTW HU MeYell, H KMHXKANO0B, He FTOBOPS YXKe O pe-
BO/SibBEpax. YTo 370 elLe 3a foBepUMBbLIE 0BEYKN? OLHUN YNTanu raseTbl
C MeNIKUMU-MeNKNMUN BYKOBKaMU U KapTUHKaMK, Apyrue 4to-To nmca-
NN Ha 6ymare KakKMMU-TO CTPaHHbIMU pyykaMu. OH B XXM3HMW TaKnUX He
Bugen. Ho pyukn —ut0? BoT 6ymara —aTo ga. B ero mupe 6ymara 6bina
Ha Bec 30/10Ta. CTONbKO 6ymary PonaHz He BUAEN 3a BCHO CBOK XKM3Hb.
BoOT 1 celiuac 04MH 13 My)XXUMH BbIpBa IMCTOK M3 XKENTOro 6/10KHOTa U
CKOMKas ero, XoTa ncnucan ogHy CTOPoHY, W TO BCEro ULb Hanoa0Bu-
Hy, a Ha pyroi He nucan Bosce. Kak 6bl CTPENOK HUM Bbln 60NEH, TN
Ha Takoe MPOTMBOECTECTBEHHOE PaCTOMMTENLCTBO, OH OLYTWUA NPUCTYN
rHeBa M yxaca.

3a Kpecnamu fyroii msrmbanacb 3akpyrieHHas 6enas cteHa ¢ pa-
[OM OKOH. Koe-rae oHW GbIM 3aKpbiThbl CBOEr0 poja CTaBHSAMU, a B OT-
KPbITbI